
 

 

 

This week we are reading a folktale.  A folktale is a story that’s been told for many 

generations. In some folktales, the characters are animals who talk and act the way people 

do. Folktales often teach listeners and readers an important lesson about life.  

 

1. Go to https://storyworksjr.scholastic.com/ 

2. Click “Login” 

3. Click “Student” 

4. Enter Classroom Password #RES3 

5. Click “Martina the Little Cockroach” adapted by Sari Bodi and Karen 

Trott 

Day 1 

 This is a Spanish folktale and contains some Spanish words. If using a 

magazine look at the yellow highlighted words at the top of page 22.  

Online users go to presentation view and look at word box on page 22.     

 

Listen or read your story.  If online select presentation view 

After listening to the article. Complete handout 1. Use the context clues in 

the folktale to help understand the meaning of each vocabulary word. 

 

Day 2 

Reread the folktale or listen to the folktale. Use handout day 2 to describe 

Martina. Provide evidence from the text to support your answer. 

 

Day 3  

Think and Write 

Revisit the folktale.  Think about the creatures that want to marry 

Martina.  In a paragraph, describe the creatures who want to marry 

Martina and the character traits that make them wrong for her.  What trait 

did the creature who marries her have? 

https://storyworksjr.scholastic.com/


You may email your teacher your paragraph, if you would like to share it. 

You may send a Class DoJo picture of your writing.  This will only be 

viewed by the teacher. 

aedgemon@mcminnshools.com 

lmtnewman@mcminnschool.com 

 

 

Day 4 

Grammar and Vocabulary Activity 

 “Fascinating Facts About Blood” (magazine page 30)   

Practice using the commas as you learn some facts about blood.  Follow 

the directions on the page. 

 

Day 5 

Use day 5 handout to scavenger hunt throughout your magazine to find 

the answers.     

 

mailto:aedgemon@mcminnshools.com
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Continued on next page ¡

This issue’s play includes several terms you can use when talking about the small animals 
that attend Martina’s fiesta. Complete each section below to help you get to know these 
terms.

SKILL BUILDER

_____ admires: has a high opinion of

_____ dazzling: very bright or colorful

_____  good riddance: saying you’re glad that someone or something troublesome is 
gone

_____ insult: to say something rude or hurtful to someone

_____ modest: having a humble or not very high opinion of yourself

_____ slithers: moves by sliding, often in a back-and-forth movement

_____ suitors: people who wish to marry a particular person

_____ swooped: flew down suddenly from above

A.  We’ve chosen eight terms from Martina the Little Cockroach. Here they are with their 
meanings. Place a  next to the terms that are new to you. As you’re reading, look at 
these meanings. 

B.  Here are five sentences. Fill in the blank in each with one of the vocabulary terms above. 
Use the definitions to help you.

 1. The _______________ lights at the concert were so bright they nearly blinded me.

 2. Please do not _______________ the chef by saying rude things about her food.
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SKILL BUILDER

 3. The bird _______________ down from its perch to eat the birdseed.

 4. At the end of the play, Sam claps to show how much he _______________ the actors.

 5. The snake _______________ through the grass.

C.  Review the definitions for the terms suitors, modest, and good riddance. Write your own 
sentence for each term on the lines below.

1.  ____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

2.  ____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

3.  ____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________



Name: ____________________________________________   Date: ____________________________

 Play Reading Kit 

xDirections: Each glass should contain a word or phrase that describes Martina. The 
lines below the glass should have an example from the play that supports the description 
in the glass. We’ve filled in some for you. Complete the others.

REMEMBER! A character trait is a quality a character has 
that’s important to who they are.

Character Traits
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CHARACTER TRAITS
Martina the Little Cockroach

March/April 2020
CCSS Anchor Standards: R.1, R.3

Use this kit to help you build reading skills as you explore the play 
Martina the Little Cockroach in the March/April 2020 issue.

Clever

Martina makes clever 
jokes, such as saying 
that Luis is “too crabby.” Martina

Admirable 

Fun

Your
Turn!
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DIRECTIONS: Review the rules for commas. Then search through the issue to complete the 
scavenger hunt below!

SKILL BUILDER

1.  Go to pages 2-3 for the article “The Fattest Bear in Alaska.” Find the six sentences that 
use a comma after words that introduce the main part of a sentence. Then put the 
comma where it belongs in each of the same sentences below. The first one is done 
for you.  

 a.  In the weeks before the contest, bears like Holly caught slippery fish in their 
powerful paws and chomped down with their mighty jaws.

 b. When the cold Alaskan winter hits the bears’ food supplies disappear.

 c. To survive this harsh winter the bears go into hibernation.

 d. Snuggled up in their dens the bears will not eat, drink, pee, or poop for months.

 e.  While these plump bears snooze their bodies use their extra fat to stay healthy and 
warm throughout the winter.

 f.  Now that it’s spring Holly soon will be crawling out of her den.

2.  Go to page 9 in the article “Attack From Outer Space.” Find the compound sentence 
that uses the word and. Write it on the lines below. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

COMMAS

GRAMMAR RULES

1. Put a comma after words that introduce the main part of a sentence.

2. Use a comma before and, or, but, or so in a compound sentence.

Continued on next page ¡
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3.  Go to page 12 in the article “The Boy Who Couldn’t Smile.” Find a sentence that uses a 
comma after words that introduce the main part of a sentence and write it on the lines 
below.

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

4.  Go to page 17 in the story “Enemy Pie.” Find two compound sentences that use the 
word and. Then put the comma where it belongs in each of the same sentences below.

  a.  He threw it and it came right back to him.

  b. I threw it and it went into my backyard.

5.  Go to page 27 in the article “Water Bottles: Handy or Harmful?” Find five sentences 
that use a comma after words that introduce the main part of a sentence. Then put the 
comma where it belongs in each of the same sentences below.

  a.  Around the world more than 2 billion people have water that contains harmful 
germs or chemicals.

  b. If they were to drink this water they could get very sick or even die.

  c. So for them bottled water isn’t just an easy choice.

  d.  If your tap water doesn’t contain fluoride bottled water could be a healthy choice 
for you.

  e.  If it weren’t available you might drink a sugary beverage, like lemonade, soda, or a 
sports drink.

6.  Go to page 28 in the article “I’m the Youngest Female Barber.” Read the first section 
and find two compound sentences that use the word but. Write them below.

  a.  ___________________________________________________________________________

  b.  ___________________________________________________________________________


