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 A/Effective 
90-100 

B/Competent 
80-89 

C/Adequate 
70-79 

D/Inconsistent or Weak 
60-69 

F/Little or No Display of Skill 
0-59 

Purpose/Thesis 
and 
introduction 
paragraph 

Essay reflects a clear 
understanding of the 
assignment. Thesis states 
a clear, focused position 
in response to the 
prompt, body paragraph 
points in a closed or open 
thesis format. 
Introduction paragraph 
has at least 3-4 sentences 
that are logical and 
creative and lead into the 
thesis which is the intro’s 
last sentence 

Essay reflects a clear 
understanding of the 
assignment. Thesis 
mostly states a clear, 
focused position, body 
paragraph points. 
Introduction has at least 
2 sentences before the 
thesis. Thesis and 
introduction have focus 
but are partially 
compliant with 
assignment  
requirements. 

Essay mostly reflects an understanding 
of the assignment. Thesis states a 
position, points but it may be weak, 
vague, or too broad or too narrow. 
Topic focus is maintained. Introduction 
is underdeveloped and comes before 
the thesis.  Both thesis and introduction 
are partially compliant. 

Essay shows a weak 
understanding of the 
assignment. Thesis may be 
absent or severely lacking 
in position, body points. 
Topic may be maintained, 
but it contains many 
weaknesses. Introduction 
is very weak and vague.  

Essay shows little to no 
understanding of the 
assignment. Thesis fails to 
express an appropriate 
position and lacks reasons and 
support. Purpose/argument is 
not maintained or is 
unfocused. Little to no 
introduction.  

Development 
(supporting 
evidence) 

Supporting points are 
clearly stated and amply 
developed with relevant 
examples, evidence, and 
explanations. Ideas are 
logical and support thesis, 
as well as follow the 
assignment. Research is 
appropriately integrated 
to support the thesis and 
points. 
 
Word Count is within 
assignment parameters.   

Supporting points are 
clearly stated and mostly 
developed throughout 
the essay. Ideas are 
mostly logical and 
support the thesis, as 
well as mostly follow the 
assignment. Research is 
appropriately integrated 
to support the thesis 
and points. 
 
 
Word Count approaches 
assignment parameters.  

Supporting points are clearly stated, 
and some are limited in development 
with relevant examples and 
explanations but maybe not enough. 
Ideas are somewhat logical and mostly 
support thesis, as well as following the 
assignment. May be some logic 
problems. Research is appropriately 
integrated to support the thesis and 
points. 
Word Count markedly above/below 
assignment parameters. 

There is little to no 
development of ideas. 
There may be confused or 
simplistic discussion of the 
subject or extensive 
repetition. Examples are 
general or not clearly 
relevant. Less than 
assigned word length. 
Research is not 
appropriately integrated to 
support the thesis and 
points and/or does not 
support the points.  Word 
Count significantly 
above/below assignment 
parameters.  

Development is minimal and 
may include excessive 
repetition or confused 
discussion. Less than assigned 
word length.  
Research is absent, 
misrepresented, or not 
appropriately integrated.  
 
 
 
 
Word Count profoundly 
above/below assignment 
parameters.  

Organization 
(topic 
sentences, 
transitions, 
general order 
of ideas) 

Essay has clear topic 
sentences that support the 
thesis. Essay uses transitions 
in topics sentences and 
within the paragraph where 
there is a shift in ideas. 
Paragraphs are unified and 
coherent. 

Structure is clear and 
generally well-
developed. Logical topic 
sentences and 
transitions are used but 
may be somewhat 
lacking in content.  

Organization is apparent but may be 
slightly inconsistent in places. Ideas are 
mostly in a logical sequence, but 
transitions  and topic sentences may be 
missing or oversimplified. 

Essay lacks important 
elements of structure like 
weak/illogical  topic 
sentences and transitions, 
but it may have some 
logical grouping of 
evidence. 

There is little or no 
organizational structure or 
logical grouping of ideas. 
Transitions are rare or 
nonexistent. Topic sentences 
are weak or nonexistent. 



Comp II Essay Three Rubric: Researched Literary Analysis with Fiction Focus   Name: ____________________________ 
   Grade: ____________________________ 

Grammar and 
mechanics, 
tone, 
style/diction 
(choice of 
words) 

The essay has few, if any, 
grammatical and 
mechanical errors. Word 
choice is varied and exact. 
Good command of 
language with a variety of 
sentence structures. Style 
and tone are appropriate 
for the audience. 

A few grammatical and 
mechanical errors may 
exist but rarely distract 
from reading. Sentences 
are somewhat varied 
with some variety in 
word choice. Style and 
tone are generally 
appropriate for the 
audience. 

Essay contains several errors that may 
be distracting and may impede 
understanding. Sentences show little 
variety, and word choice, style, and 
tone are mostly appropriate. Language 
use is adequate. 

Errors are frequently 
distracting and may 
sometimes impede 
understanding. Sentence 
structure and word choice 
are simple. Style and tone 
may be inappropriate, and 
language may lack control. 

Errors are frequent, 
distracting, and significantly 
impede understanding. 
Sentences are unclear, and 
word choice is redundant or 
vague. Style and tone may be 
missing or inappropriate. 
Language lacks control.  

Conclusion 
paragraph 

Conclusion paragraph 
brings the essay to a 
satisfactory close with no 
new points. It is creative 
and engaging and 
supports the thesis.  

Conclusion paragraph 
brings the essay to a 
satisfactory close but is 
not creative and more 
summary-like.  

Conclusion paragraph is mostly a repeat 
of thesis and topic sentences and may 
be underdeveloped. 

Conclusion paragraph is 
weak and/or vague and 
underdeveloped. 

Conclusion paragraph is weak 
and/or vague and 
underdeveloped or missing 
altogether. 

In-text 
Citations, 
quotes, Works 
Cited page 
 
Unless 
highlighted, 
MLA Format is 
correct 
including:  
Margins 
Font size and 
type 
Title  
Word Count 
Heading 
Page Numbers 
Double Spaced 
Academic Tone 

Quotes are embedded 
smoothly into the text of 
the essay with correct 
parenthetical citations, 
source introductions, and 
explanations following 
them.  Quotes are 20% 
limit of word count. 
Works Cited page is 
correct in format and 
source. 
Five total sources or more 
(four critical and one 
short story) inform the 
paper, as evident on the 
Works Cited page and 
with citations for each in 
the body of the paper. 
Sources are credible, 
scholarly, and 
appropriately integrated 
to support the thesis.  

Quote less smoothly 
integrated. Source 
introductions and/or 
signal phrases might be 
missing.  Some citation 
errors. Number and type 
of sources are correct. 
Quotes are within limit. 
Works Cited page is 
mostly correct. 
 
Five total sources inform 
the paper (four critical 
and one short story) as 
evident on the Works 
Cited page and with 
citations for each in the 
body of the paper. 
Sources are credible but 
may not be 
appropriately integrated 
to support the thesis. 

Some quotes distract from content 
and/or are unexplained. Several citation 
errors that make it difficult to 
understand attribution.  Quotes may 
not be within limit. Works Cited page is 
partially correct with possible missing 
elements. 
 
Four - five total sources inform the 
paper, as evident on the Works Cited 
page and with citations for each in the 
body of the paper. Sources are credible 
but may not be appropriately 
integrated to support the thesis. 

Quotes contain errors or 
are missing altogether. 
Citation errors make is 
difficult to understand 
attribution. Quotes are not 
within limit. Works Cited 
page is missing or contains 
many errors. 
 
 
Three-Four total sources 
inform the paper, as 
evident on the Works 
Cited page and with 
citations for each in the 
body of the paper. Sources 
may be misrepresented or 
not appropriately 
integrated to support the 
thesis. 

Missing quotations or they 
contain numerous errors. 
Overreliance on source 
material with no explanations. 
Little to no citations. No 
sources used. No Works Cited 
page or it contains many 
errors. 
 
Fewer than three total 
sources inform the paper 
and/or sources are 
misrepresented or 
inappropriately integrated to 
support the thesis. One or 
more sources may not be 
included on the Works Cited 
page and/or the body of the 
paper. 

 


