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COVID-19 School Closure LESSON 4/6 -4/10/20 
NEXT WEEK’S NEWSLETTER: INCORPORATING RESEARCH  
 

DE ENGLISH 

COMP II  
Ms. Brown – Central High School  

mbrown@mcminnschools.com 

 

REVISION TIPS FOR POETRY ESSAY 
1) Check the guidelines and the rubric 
2) Check accuracy of MLA formatting of paper and 

parenthetical citations, edit out past tense usage 
3) Revise for: transitions, topic sentences, word choice, 

eliminate redundancies, specificity, academic tone (no 
first or second person pronouns, no contractions). 

4) Don’t forget you have access to tutor.com through CSCC.  

STRATEGIES FOR WRITING ESSAY 3 LITERARY RESEARCH PAPER 

How to gather evidence for your thesis statement and body points: 

After reading and annotating the short story, “A Good Man is Hard 
to Find” by Flannery O'Connor, answer the following questions to 
gather your thoughts and evidence in response to the prompt 
question (see Essay 3 documents for this).  

1. Explain what The Misfit means when he says about the 
grandmother: “She would have been a good woman . . . if it had 
been somebody there to shoot her every minute of her life.” How is 
this illustrated throughout the story? 

2. Whose view of reality is more honest: the grandmother's or The 
Misfit's? 

3. How do the early experiences of the family prepare the reader 
for the meeting with The Misfit? 

4. Describe all of the characters in the short story. Are they 
presented in a flattering light? Do you like these characters? 

FREE Online Resources 

Khanacademy.org (FULL 
COURSES) 

Mcminnschools.com - Find your 
Essay 3 packet here  

Tntel.info (ACT PREP) 

YouTube.com/user/advance
dplacement (Live Classes) 

 

Greek & Latin Roots 17 
1. counter = against, 
“counterargument” 

2. nounce = tell, “announce” 

3. –ish = like, “bluish” 

4. meta = change, 
“metamorphosis” 

5. pro = forward, “proceed” 

6. –less = without, “senseless” 

7. let = little, “booklet” 

8. sens = feel, “sensory” 

9. ideo = idea, “ideology” 

10. pulse = drive, “impulse” 

NEED INTERNET? 
Call XFINITY / COMCAST to ask about 
free internet during COVID-10 closures. 
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ABOUT FOILS IN LITERATURE 

“In literature, a foil is a character that shows qualities that are in contrast with the qualities of 
another character. The objective is to highlight the traits of the other character. The term foil, 
though generally being applied to a contrasting character, may also be used for 
any comparison that is drawn to portray a difference between two things” (www. 
Literarydevices.net/foil).  

The characters in A Good Man is Hard to Find act as foils to one another; their positive and 
negative traits, as depicted through Flannery O’Connor’s storytelling, shine a light on one another, 
exaggerating both their flaws and their positive attributes. For example, next to the Misfit, and 
even the Grandmother, Bailey seems like a decent person. But is he? What about Red Sammy? 
Like light reflects off of aluminum foil, these characters illuminate the qualities of one another that 
the author manipulates to form the plot.  

WRITING THE INTRODUCTION 

The 1st paragraph should begin creatively in order to catch your reader’s interest, provide essential 
background to the text (including historical context, setting, essential plot point, introduction to 
main characters, &/or definition of terms) Hook your reader into your paper. Introduce the title of 
the short story & author: “A Good Man is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor. After the initial 
identification of the author, refer to her as “O’Connor” or “the author.” Introduce the argument. 
Describe the overall main idea on which your thesis is based & why it is relevant or important to 
understand! Summarize the main viewpoints represented in the source texts.  

WRITING THE CONCLUSION 

Choose 1 of the following conclusion strategies adapted from 
http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/acadwrite/conclude.html 

- STRATEGY: Bring Reader Full Circle-Revisit the key ideas presented in your introduction. Your 
conclusion should shine new light and provide new understanding for the ideas that were 
merely introduced at the start of your essay. Put the Pieces Together. Think... you have already 
argued your points independently of each other and illustrated the Bigger Picture. Go back to 
the sources. Which of the literary critics is “most correct,” in your opinion? 

- STRATEGY: Provide Action Steps-Now that your readers see the Bigger Picture, present the 
challenge of personally applying the ideas to their own lives. Universal Connections: Challenge 
your readers by making universal statements that connect your paper to the real world. Leave 
them thinking about your paper even after they finish reading it. For example: what final 
comment does the story seem to be saying about the nature of “goodness: and “evil” in the 
world? 

- STRATEGY: Future Outlook- Show future impact of the ideas presented in your paper. In other 
words, help the reader make the connection between the information and how it applies to 
communities on a local or global scale. Connect The Misfit to criminal justice or mental health 
systems reform.  


