
 

 

 

1. Go to https://storyworksjr.scholastic.com/ 

2. Click “Login” 

3. Click “Student” 

4. Enter Classroom Password #RES3 

5. Click “Full Issue” 

Day 1 

Listen or read the article “The Fattest Bear in Alaska” by Talia Cowen.  If 

online select presentation view. If you have a magazine page2-3.  After 

reading the article, go on a grammar scavenger hunt.  

Find and circle or write on a piece of paper. 

 3 adjectives that mean big or fat 

 2 verbs that mean ate 

 3 idioms that mean gaining weight 

 

Day 2 

Log into Storyworks Jr. (click on “Make up your mind, March!” by 

Beverly McLoighlandor), or in your magazine turn to the back page. 

Read the poem.  Notice the rhyming words and the personification the 

author uses.  What kind of March weather does the poet describe in the 

first two lines? What kind of weather does the poet describe in the 

stanza’s last two lines? In the second stanza, what is March asked to do 

that a person usually does? What does the poet ask March to pick? 

How do the months act like people in the poem?  Write your own poem 

about your favorite month. 

 

Day 3 

Debate-Take a side 

Log into Storyworks Jr. (click on “Water Bottles: Handy or Harmful?” by 

Lauren Tarshis), or in your magazine page 26-27. 

Read or listen to the debate. Complete the Handout Day 3.  (What do 

you think?) 

https://storyworksjr.scholastic.com/


 

 

 

Day 4 

Revisit the article from yesterday, and write an opinion essay.  Use 

Handout Day 4 (Write an Opinion Essay) for a guide.  I would love to 

see your opinion essay.  You may type and email it to your ELA teacher 

or send us a picture of your writing on Class Dojo.   This will not be 

shared with the class. 

 aedgemon@mcminnschools.com  

lmtnewman@mcminnschools.com 

 

 

Day 5 

Use Handout Day 5 (Quiz) to answer questions about the article ”Water 

Bottles: Handy or Harmful?”   
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SKILL BUILDER

DIRECTIONS: Read the debate “Water Bottles: Handy or Harmful?” in the March/April 2020 issue. 
Use this sheet to fill in support for each side of the question: Should you buy bottled water?  

What Do You Think?

 

1.

2.

3.

1.

2.

3.

Study the points on both sides of the argument. Then think about your own opinion.  
State your opinion in one sentence below. It can become the opening sentence for an essay on this topic. 

Yes! No!
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SKILL BUILDER

DIRECTIONS: Read the debate “Water Bottles: Handy or Harmful?” in the March/April 2020 issue. 
Fill in the “What Do You Think?” activity sheet. Then follow the steps below to write an opinion 
essay.

Write an Opinion Essay

 

 

Step 1: Choose Your Side

An opinion essay is all about expressing a view and backing it up with supporting evidence or 
details. So the first step is to decide what you think: “Should you buy bottled water?” Check 
(✔) the box next to the point of view you will support.

	 ❑  Yes! ❑  No! 

Step 2: Write an Introduction

The introduction is where you tell your reader what your essay is going to be about. In an 
opinion essay, it’s where you grab the reader’s attention and state your opinion. Start with a 
catchy sentence or question about the topic. (Example for a “No” opinion: Did you know that 
it can take hundreds of years for water bottles to break down?) Then state your opinion on 
whether you should buy bottled water. You may use the sentence you wrote at the bottom of 
the “What Do You Think?” activity sheet as your opening sentence.

Your introduction:

Continued on next page ¡
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Write an Opinion Essay, p. 2
 
Step 3: Find Your Supporting Evidence

You’ve already done most of this on the “What Do You Think?” activity sheet! Copy the       
reasons you listed for the side you’re taking. Include any extra details you find in the article 
to support your reasons.

Reason 1: 

Reason 2: 

Reason 3: 

 
Step 4: Write a Conclusion

The last paragraph of your essay is your conclusion. Write one or two sentences that restate 
your main idea.

Your conclusion:  

Now, on a separate sheet of paper, use what you’ve written here to create your opinion essay.
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“Water Bottles: Handy or Harmful?” Quiz

DIRECTIONS: Read the debate “Water Bottles: Handy or Harmful?” in the March/April 2020 issue. 
Then fill in the bubble next to the best answer for each question below.

1. How many bottles of water do Americans 
buy each year? 
A	about 30 million 
B	fewer than 70 million   
C	about 4 billion 
D	nearly 100 billion 

2. To show that Americans buy MANY 
bottles of water each year, the author 
compares the amount to _ ___ ___ . 
A	sports fans
B	the moon
C	the ocean
D	a huge tower

3. The author says people love bottled water 
because “It’s so easy.” Which line from the 
text describes how drinking bottled water 
is easy?
A	“You just grab it and go.” 
B	“And it’s healthy, compared with sugary 

sodas and sports drinks.”
C	“Let’s soak it all in.”
D	“In fact, more than half of all bottled 

water is tap water.”

4. According to the article, who tests tap 
water to make sure it’s safe? 
A	bottled-water companies
B	most cities
C	soda companies
D	dentists

5. Which line from the text best shows how 
using bottled water can be harmful to the 
planet?
A	“But there’s more to the story.” 
B	“This includes popular brands like 

Dasani.”
C	“Sea animals can eat them and get sick 

or die.” 
D	“Some bottled water contains fluoride.”

6. Which part of the article explains what 
fluoride is?
A	the first section
B	“Bottle=Bad”
C	“A Case for Bottled Water”
D	the caption on page 27
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7. The author lists several reasons for buying 
bottled water. Which of the following is 
NOT a reason mentioned in the article? 
A	Some bottled water contains fluoride.    
B	Store owners make a lot of money 

selling bottled water.     
C	Some people do not have other safe 

water they can drink.
D	You might drink a sugary beverage if 

bottled water isn’t available.

8. The author asks, “Should bottled water get 
the boot?” What does the author mean? 
A	Should people stop drinking bottled 

water? 
B	Should all bottled water have fluoride in 

it?
C	Should all sporting events have bottled 

water for sale?
D	Should bottled-water companies stop 

using tap water?

Short Answers 
DIRECTIONS: On the back of this page, write your answer to each question in a well-organized 
paragraph. 

9.   Explain why bottled water is often no better than tap water.

10.   Imagine that companies stop selling bottled water. What are two possible effects?


