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“The Boy Who Couldn’t Smile”/“1,000 
Reasons to Smile” Quiz

DIRECTIONS: Read the articles “The Boy Who Couldn’t Smile” and “1,000 Reasons to Smile” in the 
March/April 2020 issue. Then fill in the bubble next to the best answer for each question.

1. At the beginning of the first article, the 
author describes Osawa as sitting glumly. 
Which line from the article helps explain 
why he sat glumly?
A	“His eyes looked at the floor.”
B	“He didn’t have many friends.”
C	“He was nervous but brave.” 
D	“And then the doctor went to work.”

2. How many babies around the world are 
born with a cleft lip each year?
A	1 out of every 70
B	1 out of every 700 
C	1 out of every 7,000
D	1 out of every 70,000

3. The section title “High Costs” refers to the 
high costs of _ ___ ___ .
A	school
B	houses
C	medicine
D	cleft surgery

4. Which happened first?
A	Osawa made many friends.
B	Neighbors were cruel to Osawa.
C	Osawa had surgery to fix his cleft lip.
D	Osawa’s parents heard about Smile 

Train on the radio.

5. Which section tells about Osawa’s 
grandfather worrying about him?
A	the first section
B	“High Costs”
C	“What Would Happen?”
D	“A New Life”

6. What is one way that Osawa’s life changed 
after the surgery?
A	He now feels very lonely.
B	He now loves to go to school.
C	He now lives far from the hospital.
D	He now has problems chewing.
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7. Which conclusion can you draw after 
reading “1,000 Reasons to Smile”?
A	 Ella has helped change the lives of 

1,000 kids.
B	 Ella plans on becoming a doctor when 

she grows up.
C	 Ella wishes her surgery had been done 

when she was older.
D	 Ella plans on meeting Osawa when she 

travels to other countries.

8. Which line from “1,000 Reasons to Smile” 
best supports the answer to question 7?
A	“Twelve-year-old Ella Pastorelli knows 

she’s lucky.”
B	“Born with a cleft lip, Ella had surgery to 

fix it when she was a baby.” 
C	“That’s enough to repair about 1,000 

smiles.” 
D	“Ella hopes to continue the lemonade 

stand as she gets older.”

Short Answers 
DIRECTIONS: On the back of this page or on a separate piece of paper, write your answer to each 
question in a well-organized paragraph.

9.  At the end of the first article, the author writes, “For Osawa and his family, there is much to 
smile about.” What do you think the author means?  

10. Describe at least two things that Osawa and Ella have in common.  


