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COVID-19 School Closure LESSON 4/13 -4/17/20 
NEXT WEEK’S NEWSLETTER: REVISING A RESEARCH ESSAY 
 

DE ENGLISH 

COMP II  
Ms. Brown – Central High School  

mbrown@mcminnschools.com 

 

Resources for your CHS Classes and Essay 3 are 
online or pick up at CHS 8:30 – 12 p.m. M-F 

Go to the link for K-12 Practice resources. Click on CHS and find 
materials updated WEEKLY for you to work on from home to 
keep actively learning so you are ready for graduation & 
beyond.  Last week’s DE  work  includes a lesson on writing the 
research paper https://www.mcminnschools.com/264517_2   

LESSON FOR ESSAY 3: INCORPORATING RESEARCH 

STEP 4 (from the guidelines) Read the 7 sources and take notes. Of 

the 7 sources, the short story is required to include in the paper. From the 

remaining 6, choose 4 critical sources to incorporate. Notes for the short 

story should include primarily your position on The Misfit and then evidence 

supporting that. Your notes on the 6 critical sources should include 

agreements and disagreements with points the critical authors make that 

support or challenge your thesis. The critical sources are scholars writing 

about Flannery O’Connor and the story. Your essay is about the story and 

about what the provided research scholars have to say about the story 

and O’Connor’s work. Mark quotes you may want to use in your essay and 

points the author’s make that you will paraphrase in your body points.  

STEP 5) Revise your thesis. Has it changed after reading the critical 
sources? One of the points of scholarly research on literature is to inform 

what you think and to explore what others think. Many times you will find 

that information in the critical reading changes your perspective 

 

Check your MCMINN SCHOOLS  
Office 365 emails M-F for the 
most up to date news from CHS. 
Login to My CS COURSES daily!  

 

Greek & Latin Roots 18 
1. fug = flee, “fugitive” 

2. socio = society, 
“socioeconomic” 

3. gram = writing, “grammar” 

4. vert = turn, “introvert” 

5. calor = heat, “caloric” 

6. sol = sun, “solar” 

7. kilo = thousand, 
“kilometer” 

8. act = to do, “transact” 

9. di = two, “dichotomy” 

10. mela = black, 
“melancholy” 

NEED INTERNET? 

COMCAST / XFINITY offers 60 days 
of free internet and then a reduced 
rate. Apply at 
www.internetessentials.com 

Your ESSAY 3 DRAFT is 
Due Fri., 4/17 to the 
DropBox by 11:59 p.m. 
Essay 2 Finals should 
be submitted by Mon., 
4/13 11:59 pm. 
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somewhat. Because of this, you always go back to the thesis after the research is finished. The research should 

be done BEFORE you begin writing. It is much easier to write once the research is finished. The research IS the 

prewriting. During it you will generate your ideas in response to the viewpoints you encounter. So, revisit your 

thesis after you finish taking notes on the critical research. Then decide if you need to adjust your thesis. Since 

the thesis provides an overview of the body points you will make, if the research has inspired you to make 

different body points, then you need to revise your thesis to reflect this much like a scientist revises their hypo-

THESIS after collecting and analyzing experimental data. The experiment results refute or verify the thesis. 

Likewise, your research may result in a thesis revision or a confirmation to stick with what you originally wrote. 

STEP 6) Decide on the critical sources from your research you will use in the essay. You are required to 

choose at least 4 out of 6 of the critical sources, plus the short story itself, for a total of 5 sources & citations in 

the essay.  Please note: the example notes below show the correct MLA format to incorporate Research 

including the correct use of ellipses and brackets to omit and add to quotes. Example 3 shows long-block 

quotation style. Once the thesis is revised, then you will decide according to your notes which sources best 

support or refute your thesis. Once decided on your four critical sources, select the quotes or summary 

paraphrases and plug them in to a working outline you will follow to write the draft. Here is my example:	

Body point 1: Ultimately, critic Kathleen Oschorn determines that any measure of the Misfit’s goodness must be 

compared to the grandmother’s because “despite their obvious differences, The Misfit and the grandmother 

are bound by their concern with appearances and superficial respectability” (par. 15).  

Body point 2: Stephen Gresham takes the position that “The Misfit is an ironist and pathologically enjoys being a 

malicious stranger” (par.6). Although “pathologically” suggests this author believes the Misfit is mentally ill, there 

is evidence that the presumably mentally well grandmother enjoys her impulses just as much as he does.    

Body point 3: In contrast to the notion that The Misfit’s choices are “pathological,” in the essay “The Figure of 

Vacancy the argument for The Misfit’s rationality is made: 

O'Connor sees a knotted relationship between the Misfit and the grandmother in the sense that, while 

the Misfit murders the grandmother, he nevertheless is the agent for her salvation. The contradiction 

here is that the Misfit is a coldblooded killer who possesses certain admirable qualities. For one thing, he 

is honest … For another, he is the most rational character in the story. (Prunty par.18)  

Body Point 4: But, as Ashley Brown notes in “Life at Andalusia,” “one feature of Milledgeville [, Georgia, Flannery 

O’Connor’s hometown,] during the 1950s … [was] the state asylum for the insane, which sat on the edge of the 

town, and the number of inmates there may well have exceeded the population of the town” (par.8). Living in 

such close proximity to an institution of this magnitude, Flannery O’Connor very likely was inspired by the stories 

of the inmates with mental illness housed there. This makes a case for The Misfit’s pathological mentality, but 

what of the grandmother’s? 


