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Reading

Read the article. Then answer the questions that follow.

Underused Parks Work to Create Awareness, Access
by Jeremy Rosenthal, Our National Parks

 1  In the summer, Alaska’s Wrangell-St. Elias National Park is at once warm and filled with swarms of 
mosquitoes in its valleys and cold and filled with snow in its utmost elevations. If such diversity is contained 
within one park, imagine the variety present in a park system that spans the entire United States and its 
territories. Dry Tortugas National Park, 5,000 miles southeast of Wrangell-St. Elias, lies off South Florida’s 
coast. Here, the view isn’t of mountains and glaciers, but of a never-ending ocean surrounding the park’s 
centerpiece, Fort Jefferson. Seven hundred miles from Dry Tortugas, in South Carolina, is Congaree National 
Park where trees reaching 167 feet tall watch over its otter- and heron-filled floodplains.

 2  Though so different, these parks share the same goal. Each represents a region of the United States 
left wild. They also share the same struggle. Despite each park’s status as a natural treasure, each is plucked 
from the list of national parks with the fewest visitors. That list is filled primarily with remote parks. 
Wrangell-St. Elias and Dry Tortugas are not exceptions. The latter is surrounded by ocean, the former 
by Alaska. 

 3  For park experts such as Linda Roehrig, Special Park Uses Program manager at Everglades and Dry 
Tortugas National Parks, the isolation is part of the allure. Roehrig remembers her first visit to Dry Tortugas, 
before she was in its employ. “I was impressed . . . by the fact that it is so far from civilization,” she said. The 
park, which is a series of seven small islands about 70 miles west of Key West, Fla., must be reached by private 
boat, commercial ferry, or seaplane.

 4  The thrill of the undiscovered still stirs the spirit of adventure inside Mark Keogh, the Public 
Information Officer and Concessions Management Specialist at Wrangell-St. Elias National Park. “We bring 
people to climb peaks here that have never been climbed before. Many have yet to be named,” he said. 

 5  Keogh doesn’t want to have the park all to himself, though, and neither does Roehrig. They want 
others to enjoy these places they work so hard to preserve. Each of these parks hosts around 60,000 guests a 
year. Visitors to Dry Tortugas spend at least $145 roundtrip and two hours each way to be transported from 
Key West to Garden Key, the island on which Fort Jefferson sits with its 360 degree gaze set on the rest of  
the park.
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 6  Wrangell-St. Elias is accessible by highway, but it’s in a state with population density of about one 
person per square mile. Roads into the park are few and the park is vast. In fact, it is the largest park in our 
system, the size of nine states. There, glaciers even draw state comparisons. For example, Malaspina Glacier is 
Rhode Island-sized. Further inhibiting park attendance is the severity of Alaska’s winters. The average high, 
across the entire year, is 38.6 degrees Fahrenheit. The average low is 15, though it is not uncommon in the 
winter for temperatures to dip as low as negative 50 degrees.

 7  For Congaree, in relatively temperate South Carolina, weather does not deter many visitors. Nor is 
isolation a problem. Half an hour from the park is its home state’s bustling capital at Columbia. As a national 
park, however, Congaree is still in its infancy. In 2003, Congaree Swamp National Monument became 
Congaree National Park. Word is getting around about this, the 58th and newest national park, and 
attendance is rapidly increasing. Since Congaree became a national park, attendance has nearly doubled, but 
to eventually attract the crowds it deserves, the park has to take part in some self-promotion. 

 8  “Some Columbians had no idea that the only national park in South Carolina with the tallest trees 
east of the Mississippi was right in their backyard,” said a disbelieving Tracy Swartout with an air of 
optimism. South Carolinians that were previously unaware of the park represent a formerly untapped market 
of future repeat visitors.

 9  Another means of advertising is absolutely free: word of mouth. Visitors to Wrangell-St. Elias tell of 
the “magic” there—a word Mark Keogh used often in describing the park’s jagged and uncharted landscape. 
Visitors to Dry Tortugas tell of the ocean breezes felt while looking upon the beauty of the park. And visitors 
to Congaree tell of its serenity—a tree-filled enclave1 amid suburbia2.

10  The National Park Service challenges us to “Experience [Our] America.” To fully take up this task, 
one must not forget these, the hidden gems of our park system. They contribute uniquely to our landscape as 
remnants of what was, scattered widely among what is our America.
1 enclave: escape
2 suburbia: an area outside a city that is mostly residential
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 1  The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B.

Part A

Read this sentence from “Underused Parks Work to Create Awareness, Access.“ 

  For park experts such as Linda Roehrig, Special Park Uses Program manager at  
Everglades and Dry Tortugas National Parks, the isolation is part of the allure.

What does the word “isolation” mean in this sentence?

A beauty

B popularity

C vastness

D separateness

Part B

Which of the phrases from the article best helps the reader understand the meaning 
of “isolation”?

A “park experts”

B “part of the allure”

C “far from civilization”

D “seven small islands”

 2  Why is the quotation from the park expert included in paragraph 3 of the article?

A to impress readers with her expertise and knowledge of national parks

B to explain why the remoteness of the park makes a lasting impression

C to describe what transportation visitors must use to reach the distant park

D to show that the park is a series of seven small islands near Key West
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 3  Which two sentences from the article best support the idea that the general public is unaware 
of Congaree National Park?

A “Seven hundred miles from Dry Tortugas, in South Carolina, is Congaree National Park 
where trees reaching 167 feet tall watch over its otter- and heron-filled floodplains.”

B “For Congaree, in relatively temperate South Carolina, weather does not deter 
many visitors.”

C “Half an hour from the park is its home state’s bustling capital at Columbia.”

D “As a national park, however, Congaree is still in its infancy.”

E “Since Congaree became a national park, attendance has nearly doubled, but  
to eventually attract the crowds its deserves, the park has to take part in some  
self-promotion.”

F “’Some Columbians had no idea that the only national park in South Carolina with the 
tallest trees east of the Mississippi was right in their backyard,’ said a disbelieving Tracy 
Swartout with an air of optimism.” 

G “And visitors to Congaree tell of its serenity—a tree-filled enclave amid suburbia.”

 4  How does the author of the article show his opinion of the parks?

A by stating that each park is on the list of national parks with the fewest visitors

B by describing “swarms of mosquitoes” and negative 50 degree temperatures

C by explaining where each park is located and how to get there

D by calling the parks “natural treasures” and “hidden gems”
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 5  The author of the article takes the position that the underused parks discussed in the article 
deserve more visitors. How does he distinguish this position from that of others who might 
argue that it’s best for these parks to have few visitors? Use two details from the article to 
support your response.
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Read the passage. Then answer the questions that follow.

The Legend of the Cedar Tree
a Cherokee legend 

told by Eileen Evers

 1  Long ago, when people were still new upon the earth, they came to believe that their lives would be 
easier if there was only daylight and no darkness. So, they sent their cries skyward in hopes that the Ouga, 
their creator, would hear them.

 2  The Ouga did hear their voices and, because he loved his people as a father loves his children, he 
made the night cease as they desired. But as the weeks went on, and the people had to work and toil 
continuously in the fields, their crops grew in such abundance that they could scarcely keep up. And because 
there was only daylight, it was always hot, so hot that sleep was impossible. The people, already tired from long 
hours of work, became short tempered and irritable. Everyone was on edge.

 3  And so, the people sent new cries skyward, asking the Ouga if he might make it night all the time 
instead. The Ouga hesitated, knowing that there is purpose in all things created in twos—day and night, birth 
and death, joy and sadness. In the end, however, because he was kind and wanted to please them, the Ouga 
gave his people what they wanted.

 4  Daylight ceased and night fell upon the earth. Soon crops began to wither, and because there was 
only darkness, it was always cold. The people had to constantly gather wood for fires to keep warm. They 
could not see to hunt and with no crops to harvest, they became hungry and weak. Many of them died.

 5  And so, the people sent new cries skyward, begging the Ouga’s forgiveness. “Please return to us the 
day and night that you made perfect for us in the beginning.” 

 6  The Ouga restored day and night, each day forming a perfect boundary of light and darkness. Soon 
the weather became more pleasant and crops began to grow again. People could hunt and there was plenty to 
eat. They were happy and humbled and vowed never again to take their many blessings for granted.

 7  The Ouga was pleased to see his people smiling once again, but his heart was heavy, for during the 
time of darkness many of his people had perished. He decided to create a new tree into which he placed their 
spirits. This tree was named a-tsi-na tlu-gv (ah-see-na loo-guh), or the cedar tree. And so, as tradition holds, 
whenever the Cherokee gaze upon a cedar, they remember to pause and honor the brothers and sisters who 
came before them.
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 6  The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B. 

Part A

What do the Ouga’s actions reveal about his character?

A The Ouga is angry with the people for asking so much of him.

B The Ouga has a strong love for the people despite their demands. 

C The Ouga believes the people should be able to meet their own needs.

D The Ouga allowed the people to keep suffering to teach them a lesson.

Part B

Which sentence from the story best supports the answer to part A?

A “So, they sent their cries skyward in hopes that the Ouga, their creator, would 
hear them.”

B “The Ouga did hear their voices and, because he loved his people as a father loves his 
children, he made the night cease as they desired.”

C “The Ouga hesitated, knowing that there is purpose in all things created in twos—day 
and night, birth and death, joy and sadness.”

D “And so, the people sent new cries skyward, begging the Ouga’s forgiveness.” 

 7  Read these sentences from the passage.

  But as the weeks went on, and the people had to work and toil continuously in the 
fields, their crops grew in such abundance that they could scarcely keep up. And because 
there was only daylight, it was always hot, so hot that sleep was impossible. The people, 
already tired from long hours of work, became short tempered and irritable. Everyone was 
on edge.

What does the phrase “on edge” mean in the last sentence?

A touchy and grumpy

B hot and sweaty

C worried and scared

D tired and overworked
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 8  Which sentence from the passage reveals that the people suffer for their mistakes?

A “. . . they came to believe that their lives would be easier if there was only daylight and 
no darkness.”

B “So, they sent their cries skyward in hopes that the Ouga, their creator, would  
hear them.”

C “They could not see to hunt and with no crops to harvest, they became hungry  
and weak.”

D “. . . they remember to pause and honor the brothers and sisters who came before them.”

 9  The author contrasts Ouga’s point of view with the people’s point of view. Which sentence 
from the passage best shows how the author develops the differing points of view?

A “And because there was only daylight, it was always hot, so hot that sleep 
was impossible.”

B “The people, already tired from long hours of work, became short tempered  
and irritable.”

C “The Ouga hesitated, knowing that there is purpose in all things created in twos— 
day and night, birth and death, joy and sadness.”

D “They could not see to hunt and with no crops to harvest, they became hungry 
and weak.”

 10  The people are able to learn from their mistakes. Which of the following two sentences from 
the passage best support this statement?

A “The people had to constantly gather wood for fires to keep warm.”

B “And so, the people sent new cries skyward, begging the Ouga’s forgiveness.”

C “The Ouga restored day and night, each forming a perfect boundary of light 
and darkness.”

D “People could hunt and there was plenty to eat.”

E “They were happy and humbled and vowed never again to take their many blessings 
for granted.”
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 11  These notes for a summary need to be arranged correctly into the order in which the events 
occur in the passage.

Indicate the correct chronological order of the events below by writing the numbers 1 to 10 
on the blank before each sentence.

    The people asked the Ouga to make it night all the time. 

     The Ouga created the cedar tree for the Cherokee to honor the spirits of their 
brothers and sisters.

    The people grew tired and irritable from long hours of work in the daylight.

    The Ouga restored day and night.

    Soon the weather became more pleasant and crops began to grow again.

    The Ouga granted the people’s wish for only daylight.

    The people became hungry and weak, and many of them died.

     The people were happy and humbled and vowed never again to take their blessings 
for granted.

    The people sent new cries skyward, begging the Ouga’s forgiveness.

    In the darkness, it was always cold and crops withered.
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Read the article. Then answer the questions that follow.

3D Printing? Make Mine a Mollusc
by Russell Garwood, The Conversation

 1  When you think 3D you probably imagine the cinema and popcorn. . . . What you probably don’t 
think—unless you’re a particular breed of palaeontologist—is molluscs. And certainly not printing them out 
in 3D.

 2  But this practice, strange as it seems, is becoming increasingly common, with some 
startling applications.

 3  A recent study by University of Texas researcher Jakob Vinther and colleagues is a wonderful 
example of the high-tech tools many modern palaeontologists use to understand fossils.

 4  This study, on a primitive group of molluscs, employs a number of different techniques—traditional 
observation, high resolution CT scanning, computer reconstruction and DNA-based dating methods—to 
better understand the evolutionary relationships and biology of this fossil group. And, yes, some 3D printing.

The animals

 5  Vinther and colleagues describe a new species in an extinct group called the multiplacophorans. 
These are molluscs (a larger group that includes mussels, squid and snails) which had a shell on their back, 
split into 17 plates.

 6  These plates sat on the soft parts of the animal—a thick, leathery mantle, which had many smaller 
hard plates or spines embedded around the edge. The fossil used by Vinther and team is a 390 million year-old 
specimen from Ohio.

 7  The researchers used the anatomy of the creature, combined with DNA-based dating, to suggest  
the fossil—and the group to which it belongs—is most closely related to a living group called the chitons  
(or polyplacophorans) but is not a true member of that group.

 8  From this they surmise some of the similarities between the groups must have evolved separately—
they are an example of convergent evolution, when similar selective pressures result in animals independently 
evolving similar traits.

 9  One of the tools the authors used to understand these creatures—and reach these results—is X-ray 
micro-tomography (µCT1)—a high resolution form of CT scanning.

The technique

10  µCT is a powerful and increasingly mainstream tool employed by palaeontologists to study 3D 
fossils. While the majority of fossils aren’t preserved in 3D, those that are can often prove difficult to study—
bits of the animal can remain buried in the rock.

11  µCT is a non-destructive, X-ray based technique that helps overcome such limitations. By taking a 
large number of X-rays (or projections) of a specimen as it rotates, µCT can create a series of slices, or a 
3D volume, which maps the interactions between different materials and X-rays.

12  This allows a digital 3D model to be created.
1 μCT: the Greek symbol µ, pronounced “mu,” is often used as an abbreviation for “micro” in scientific writing.
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13  The mollusc fossil studied by Vinther and colleagues wasn’t perfectly formed. When the creature 
died and rotted its plates separated, leaving a disjointed fossil. After creating a 3D digital model (including 
portions of the plates which were buried in rock) they used software to reassemble the disarticulated fossil.

14  And that’s not all. . . .

The reconstruction

15  Vinther and colleagues made further moves to understand the long-dead creature by creating a 
physical reconstruction. First they used a 3D printer to create a physical representation of the digital model.

16  This piece of kit is a machine that takes the digital files that record the fossil’s 3D anatomy and uses 
them to build a solid model of the organism.

17  This technique comes in many flavours, but the type palaeontologists use usually involves plastics or 
resins, either liquid or powder in form. The material is then fused to create a solid object in the correct shape, 
most commonly using lasers.

18  The end product is a physical 3D model—in this case a reassembled multiplacophoran, twelve-times 
larger than the original. The final stage of this process was to create a realistic recreation of the animal in life, 
which was done by hand, with clay, plastic and lots of paint.

The future

19  In the last decade palaeontologists have been applying X-ray techniques, and the other methods 
mentioned above, to a wide range of creatures, from the tiny earliest preserved living animals to more recent, 
and far larger, dinosaurs.

20  Clearly, using such techniques can help us better understand fossils. Through resolving their 
anatomy in full, helping us recover body parts from the rock and sometimes even allowing us to see their 
internal organs, the methods now being mastered are giving us a clearer picture of extinct animals’ biology. 

21  As the study by Vinther and colleagues admirably shows, we can also gain a clearer picture of those 
creatures’ evolutionary relationships, and we can see long-dead organisms in almost as much detail as if they 
were alive today.

22  Now, surely that beats a trip to the cinema. . . .
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 12  The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B. 

Part A

Which statement best represents the two main ideas in the article?

A New inventions are impressive, and they are helping us learn more about the past.

B Molluscs have changed relatively little over millions of years, but they provide an example 
of convergent evolution.

C Jakob Vinther is a researcher at the University of Texas, and he works with a group of 
fellow researchers.

D The final stage of making a 3D model is completed by hand, and this involves clay, plastic, 
and paint.

Part B

Which sentence from the article best supports the answer to part A?

A “A recent study by University of Texas researcher Jakob Vinther and colleagues is 
a wonderful example of the high-tech tools many modern palaeontologists use to 
understand fossils.”

B “Vinther and colleagues describe a new species in an extinct group called the 
multiplacophorans.”

C “While the majority of fossils aren’t preserved in 3D, those that are can often prove 
difficult to study—bits of the animal can remain buried in the rock.”

D “The final stage of this process was to create a realistic recreation of the animal in life, 
which was done by hand, with clay, plastic and lots of paint.”
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 13  How does the author develop the idea that imperfect fossils can be made whole for the 
purposes of research?

A by describing how researchers piece together dinosaur skeletons

B by describing how software reassembled a mollusc fossil

C by comparing different mollusc fossils that have been turned into models

D by comparing different technologies scientists use in their research

 14  Which sentence from the article reveals that the advanced technologies described in the 
article were not the only methods the scientists used to study the animals?

A “µCT is a non-destructive, X-ray based technique that helps overcome such limitations.”

B “After creating a 3D digital model (including portions of the plates which were buried in 
rock) they used software to reassemble the disarticulated fossil.”

C “The final stage of this process was to create a realistic recreation of the animal in life, 
which was done by hand, with clay, plastic and lots of paint.”

D “In the last decade palaeontologists have been applying X-ray techniques, and the other 
methods mentioned above, to a wide range of creatures, from the tiny earliest preserved 
living animals to more recent, and far larger, dinosaurs.”

 15  Based on the article, which two statements best describe how technology has influenced the 
work of palaeontologists?

A The techniques have allowed them to discover new fossils much more quickly.

B The techniques have allowed them to see the bodies of extinct animals more clearly than 
ever before.

C The techniques have allowed them to turn every fossil that has ever been discovered into 
a 3D model.

D The techniques have allowed them to gain a clearer picture of these creatures’ 
evolutionary relationships. 

E The techniques have allowed them to scan fossils without having to dig them up.
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 16  This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B. 

Below are three claims that one could make based on the article “3D Printing? Make Mine 
a Mollusc.”

CLAIMS

Many modern palaeontologists use high-tech tools to 
understand fossils.

Many modern palaeontologists rely solely on high-tech tools 
to research primitive fossils.

Many modern palaeontologists prefer traditional 
observation to study molluscs.

Part A

Put an “X” by the claim that is supported by the most relevant and sufficient evidence in  
“3D Printing? Make Mine a Mollusc.”

Part B

Write down two sentences from the article that best provide evidence to support the claim 
selected in part A.

First sentence:  

 

 

 

Second sentence:  
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Read the poem. Then answer the questions that follow.

The Song of Wandering Aengus
from The Poetical Works of William B. Yeats by William Butler Yeats,  

Macmillan & Company, 1906.

  I went out to the hazel wood, 
  Because a fire was in my head, 
  And cut and peeled a hazel wand, 
  And hooked a berry to a thread; 
 5 And when white moths were on the wing, 
  And moth-like 
  stars were flickering out, 
  I dropped the berry in a stream 
  And caught a little silver trout.

 10 When I had laid it on the floor 
  I went to blow the fire aflame, 
  But something rustled on the floor, 
  And someone called me by my name: 
  It had become a glimmering girl 
 15 With apple blossom in her hair 
  Who called me by my name and ran 
  And faded through the brightening air.

  Though I am old with wandering 
  Through hollow lands and hilly lands, 
 20 I will find out where she has gone, 
  And kiss her lips and take her hands; 
  And walk among long dappled grass, 
  And pluck till time and times are done 
  The silver apples of the moon, 
  The golden apples of the sun.
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 17  The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B. 

Part A

What theme does Yeats reveal through his poem?

A Be careful when you try new experiences.

B Some things are worth searching for.

C Love is more important than wealth.

D Sharing is the best way to show affection.

E Wandering is only for the young.

Part B

Which line from the poem best supports the answer to part A?

A “And when white moths were on the wing,”

B “It had become a glimmering girl”

C “And faded through the brightening air.”

D “I will find out where she has gone,“

 18  Which line in the first stanza of the poem suggests that the speaker was alive with new ideas?

A “I went out to the hazel wood”

B “Because a fire was in my head”

C “And moth-like stars were flickering out”

D “I dropped the berry in a stream”
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 19  Which of the following is the best summary of the poem?

A An old man wanders in search of a beautiful girl who transformed from a fish he caught 
many years ago.

B An old man wanders in search of a beautiful girl whom he met during a fishing trip  
many years ago.

C An old man wanders the land and fishes in every stream so he can catch a fish as 
beautiful as the first fish he ever caught.

D An old man wanders to a stream and makes a fishing rod out of a branch so he can catch 
a fish called “the glimmering girl.”

 20  Which statement best describes the impact of Yeats’s use of alliteration in the line “I went to 
blow the fire aflame”?

A The emphasized f sound imitates the rustling sound the speaker hears on the floor. 

B The harsh f sound mirrors the fear the speaker feels about being alone in the cabin.

C The soothing f sound reflects the speaker’s relaxed state of mind as he prepares for dinner. 

D The repeated f sound mimics the sound of the flames moving against the speaker’s breath.

 21  Describe the structure of “The Song of Wandering Aengus.” Then explain how the structure 
of the poem contributes to one of the poem’s themes.
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Read the speech. Then answer the questions that follow.

On June 6, 1984, President Ronald Reagan stood by a cliff at Pointe Du Hoc in Normandy, France—the same 
cliff that forty years earlier had been the site of one of the most important battles of World War II. His audience 
included many of the men who had fought in the battle. At the time the speech was delivered, the United States 
and the Soviet Union were engaged in a different kind of battle: the Cold War. The following selection contains 
highlights from President Reagan’s speech.

from “Remarks on the 40th Anniversary  
of D-Day”

by Ronald Reagan, “Speech at Pointe Du Hoc,” June 6, 1984.

 1  We’re here to mark that day in history when the Allied armies joined in battle to reclaim this 
continent to liberty. For four long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible shadow. Free nations had 
fallen, Jews cried out in the camps, millions cried out for liberation. Europe was enslaved and the world 
prayed for its rescue. Here, in Normandy, the rescue began. Here, the Allies stood and fought against tyranny, 
in a giant undertaking unparalleled in human history.

 2  We stand on a lonely, windswept point on the northern shore of France. The air is soft, but forty years 
ago at this moment, the air was dense with smoke and the cries of men, and the air was filled with the crack  
of rifle fire and the roar of cannon. At dawn, on the morning of the 6th of June, 1944, two hundred and 
twenty-five Rangers jumped off the British landing craft and ran to the bottom of these cliffs.

 3  Their mission was one of the most difficult and daring of the invasion: to climb these sheer and 
desolate cliffs and take out the enemy guns. The Allies had been told that some of the mightiest of these guns 
were here, and they would be trained on the beaches to stop the Allied advance.

 4  The Rangers looked up and saw the enemy soldiers at the edge of the cliffs, shooting down at them 
with machine guns and throwing grenades. And the American Rangers began to climb. They shot rope 
ladders over the face of these cliffs and began to pull themselves up. When one Ranger fell, another would take 
his place. When one rope was cut, a Ranger would grab another and begin his climb again. They climbed, shot 
back, and held their footing. Soon, one by one, the Rangers pulled themselves over the top, and in seizing the 
firm land at the top of these cliffs, they began to seize back the continent of Europe. Two hundred and twenty-
five came here. After two days of fighting, only ninety could still bear arms. . . .

 5  It’s fitting to remember here the great losses also suffered by the Russian people during World War II. 
Twenty million perished, a terrible price that testifies to all the world the necessity of ending war. I tell you 
from my heart that we in the United States do not want war. We want to wipe from the face of the earth the 
terrible weapons that man now has in his hands. And I tell you, we are ready to seize that beachhead. We look 
for some sign from the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they share our desire and love 
for peace, and that they will give up the ways of conquest. There must be a changing there that will allow us to 
turn our hope into action.

 6  We will pray forever that someday that changing will come. But for now, particularly today, it is good 
and fitting to renew our commitment to each other, to our freedom, and to the alliance that protects it.
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 7  We’re bound today by what bound us 40 years ago, the same loyalties, traditions, and beliefs. 
We’re bound by reality. The strength of America’s allies is vital to the United States, and the American  
security guarantee is essential to the continued freedom of Europe’s democracies. We were with you then; 
we’re with you now. Your hopes are our hopes, and your destiny is our destiny.

 8  Here, in this place where the West held together, let us make a vow to our dead. Let us show them by 
our actions that we understand what they died for. . . . Strengthened by their courage and heartened by their 
valor and borne by their memory, let us continue to stand for the ideals for which they lived and died.

 22  The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B.

Part A

What inference can be drawn from the passage?

A President Reagan uses the anniversary of D-Day to emphasize the necessity for war.

B President Reagan believes the Normandy invasion would have failed without help 
from France.

C President Reagan wants to build a monument to honor the American Rangers who 
fought at Normandy.

D President Reagan wishes to end the Cold War between the United States and the 
Soviet Union.

Part B

Which sentence from the passage best supports the answer to part A?

A “At dawn, on the morning of the 6th of June, 1944, two hundred and twenty-five 
Rangers jumped off the British landing craft and ran to the bottom of these cliffs.”

B “The Allies had been told that some of the mightiest of these guns were here, and they 
would be trained on the beaches to stop the Allied advance.” 

C “We look for some sign from the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, 
that they share our desire and love for peace.”

D “The strength of America’s allies is vital to the United States, and the American security 
guarantee is essential to the continued freedom of Europe’s democracies.”
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 23  Read the statement from the passage and the directions that follow.

  Their mission was one of the most difficult and daring of the invasion: to climb these sheer 
and desolate cliffs and take out the enemy guns.

Select two sentences from the passage that best support this statement.

A “At dawn, on the morning of the 6th of June, 1944, two hundred and twenty-five 
Rangers jumped off the British landing craft and ran to the bottom of these cliffs.”

B “The Rangers looked up and saw the enemy soldiers at the edge of the cliffs, shooting 
down at them with machine guns and throwing grenades.”

C “The Allies had been told that some of the mightiest of these guns were here, and they 
would be trained on the beaches to stop the Allied advance.”

D “We’re here to mark that day in history when the Allied arms joined in battle to reclaim 
this continent to liberty.”

E “Soon, one by one, the Rangers pulled themselves over the top, and in seizing the firm 
land at the top of these cliffs, they began to seize back the continent of Europe.”

 24  Read this sentence from paragraph 5 of the speech.

 And I tell you, we are ready to seize that beachhead.

President Reagan uses language such as “seize that beachhead” to emphasize 

A America’s willingness to fight for peace

B America’s recognition of the necessity of war

C America’s resistance to the reality of war

D America’s prediction of a return to Normandy
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 25  How does President Reagan distinguish his position as leader of the United States from 
positions that may be held by the leaders of the Soviet Union?

A through a contrast between American people and Russian people, making clear that the 
people of the Soviet Union have not suffered as much as the American people

B by the use of proper nouns such as “Normandy,” “France,” and “Europe”

C by the use of the pronouns “I,” “we,” and “us” to refer to the United States, and the 
pronoun “they” to refer to the Soviet Union

D through a description of the problem of tyranny and various solutions

 26  Write a summary of the key ideas presented in President Reagan’s speech. Use complete 
sentences in your summary.
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This is a rough draft of a report. It has some mistakes. Read the report. Then answer the questions 
that follow.

Margaret Knight

 Margaret Knight is noted for her many practical inventions, among them the paper 

bag. Margaret Knight was born in York, Maine, in 1838. Her nickname was Mattie, and as a 

young girl , she was very capable, building kites and sleds for her brothers. From the age  

of nine through her teens, she was employed as a worker in a textile mill in Manchester, 

New Hampshire.

 While working at the mill ,  Mattie witnessed many accidents caused by the shuttle of 

the weaving machines that were horrible. The infamous shuttle was known as the “kiss of 

death.” At the tender age of twelve, Mattie invented a stop mechanism to control the 

shuttle. If a worker or object was caught in the machine, the stop-action device was 

activated. At first no one would listen to her as she attempted to explain the invention. 

Af ter all ,  in addition to being so young, she was a girl. What would a girl know about 

machinery? Her brother-in-law convinced the mill manager to hear her out. Her invention 

was added to the shuttle and saved many lives. 
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 Because of Mattie’s life-saving invention, she was hired to work at a paper-bag 

factory. Here, Mattie put her creative resources to work again, discovered a new way  

to make paper bags that wouldn’t be f limsy. Her invention would automatically fold and 

glue the bags to create a f lat bottom. The part she invented is still used today in  

paper-bag production.

 Margaret Knight was one of the most creative, productive female inventors ever.  

She had 27 patents to her credit. In her later years, she was referred to as the female 

Edison. Af ter living a long happy life she died in 1914.

 27  Read this sentence from the report. 

  From the age of nine through her teens, she was employed as a worker in a textile mill in 
Manchester, New Hampshire.

Which phrase can be taken out of the sentence without changing the meaning?

A through her teens

B as a worker

C in a textile mill

D in Manchester, New Hampshire
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 28  Read this sentence from the report.

  While working at the mill, Mattie witnessed many accidents caused by the shuttle of the 
weaving machines that were horrible.

Which revision best corrects the misplaced modifier in the sentence?

A While working at the mill, Mattie witnessed many accidents caused by the shuttle of the 
horrible weaving machines.

B While working at the mill, Mattie witnessed many accidents caused by the shuttle of the 
weaving machines with horror.

C While working at the mill, horrible Mattie witnessed many accidents caused by the 
shuttle of the weaving machines.

D While working at the mill, Mattie witnessed many horrible accidents caused by the 
shuttle of the weaving machines.

 29  Read this sentence from the report.

  Here, Mattie put her creative resources to work again, discovered a new way to make paper 
bags that wouldn’t be flimsy.

Which of the following is the best revision of the sentence?

A Here, Mattie put her creative resources to work again and, she discovered a new way to 
make paper bags that wouldn’t be flimsy. 

B Here. Mattie put her creative resources to work again. And she discovered a new way to 
make paper bags that wouldn’t be flimsy.

C Mattie put her creative resources to work again, here discovering a new way to make 
paper bags that wouldn’t be flimsy.

D Here, Mattie put her creative resources to work again, and she discovered a new way to 
make paper bags that wouldn’t be flimsy.

 30  Read this sentence from the passage.

 After living a long happy life she died in 1914.

Rewrite the sentence to correct the two errors in punctuation.
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 31  Carlos is writing an informational essay for his European history class. Read a paragraph from 
his draft and the directions that follow.

   Before the year 1400, what did most educated Europeans know about the rest of the 
world? Before answering this question, let’s consider how they knew what they knew. 
Before 1400, Europeans had three main sources of information about the non-European 
world. The first was the writings of ancient Greek scholars such as the historian Herodotus, 
who lived in the fifth century BCE. The second was descriptions of far-off lands written 
by European explorers such as the thirteenth-century Italian merchant Marco Polo. The 
third included maps such as those made by the second-century Roman astronomer and 
geographer Ptolemy.

Which sentence is the best closing statement for this paragraph?

A It was on such sources of information that Europeans based their understanding of the 
rest of the world.

B Certainly there were many other sources of information, but these were the most 
important ones.

C Herodotus, Marco Polo, and Ptolemy were famous in their times and remain well known 
by people even now.

D In contrast, modern-day Europeans learn about the world from sources other than 
Herodotus, Marco Polo, and Ptolemy. 
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 32  Cheryl wrote an informational essay for her economics class. Her draft lacks a thesis statement. 
Read the first paragraph of the report and the directions that follow.

   Many young adults put off learning how to make a budget. They should rethink their 
lack of action. When people make a budget, they have control over their finances. They 
won’t find themselves spending more money than they earn, and they will be more likely 
to stay out of debt. They will even begin to save money for things such as a car, a house, 
and—far down the road—their eventual retirement.

Write a thesis statement that could go at the end of the paragraph and is consistent with the 
tone of the essay. 

Write your answer on the lines below. 
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 33  Ben wrote a narrative for his creative writing class. His teacher suggested adding a transition 
to make the sequence of events clearer. Read the paragraphs from the narrative and the 
directions that follow.

   Last May, I went on an awesome school field trip to Westlake Nature Center to learn 
about wetlands. In the morning, our class hiked on a long, muddy trail out to the marsh 
near Potter’s Pond. Along the way, Derek and I identified animal tracks in the mud. Once 
we arrived at the marsh, I spotted red-winged blackbirds and a salamander near the 
cattails. Just before lunch, Derek saw a heron wading in the shallow water hunting for fish. 
“Hey, I’m getting hungry too!” he said, so we sat down for lunch.

   We collected water samples from the pond to test for pollution. I stood on a fallen log 
to look at the other side of the pond, but I nearly tripped over a large, dark stone. Then the 
stone turned around and blinked at me. “Watch out for that ginormous snapping turtle!” 
Derek yelled. I posted a picture of the turtle sunning itself so I’d never forget the amazing 
wildlife in our wetlands.

Write a transition sentence that logically connects the two paragraphs and is consistent with 
the tone of the narrative.

Write your answer on the lines below.
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 34  Elena is writing a letter to the editor of the school paper about changing the school’s mascot. 
Her teacher suggested she strengthen her argument by making the relationships among 
claims, reasons, and evidence clearer. Read Elena’s draft and the directions that follow.

  To the Editor:

   I am strongly in favor of changing our school mascot from the Spartans to the Falcons. 
The Spartans were ancient Greeks who were known for being superb soldiers. However, in 
my opinion, our mascot makes no sense. The Spartan warrior with sword and helmet looks 
fierce, but our school and its sports teams have no connection to ancient Greece. Also, some 
fans feel that our mascot glorifies war and violence. 

   Oakdale’s mascot should be the falcon. They have keen eyesight and can fly at speeds of 
more than 200 miles per hour. Peregrine falcons live in our area. They were nearly extinct 
30 years ago but have made an impressive comeback. 

   Changing our school mascot from the Spartans to the Falcons would honor one of our 
native species and call attention to its remarkable recovery. The Falcons would definitely be 
a more meaningful symbol for our sports teams than warlike Greeks. Go Falcons!

 Sincerely,

 Elena Rodriguez

Which revision best clarifies the relationships among claims, reasons, and evidence in the 
underlined portion of the letter by adding transitional words and phrases?

A Oakdale’s mascot should be the falcon. Falcons have suitable qualities. They have 
keen eyesight and can fly at speeds of more than 200 miles per hour. And, peregrine 
falcons live in our area. Although nearly extinct 30 years ago, they have made an 
impressive comeback.

B Oakdale’s mascot should be the falcon. For one reason, falcons have suitable qualities. For 
example, they have keen eyesight and can fly at speeds of more than 200 miles per hour. 
For another reason, peregrine falcons live in our area. They were nearly extinct 30 years 
ago but have made an impressive comeback, just like many of our championship teams. 

C Oakdale’s mascot should be the falcon because these birds have keen eyesight and can fly 
at speeds of more than 200 miles per hour. In addition, peregrine falcons live in our area. 
They were nearly extinct 30 years ago but have made an impressive comeback.

D Oakdale’s mascot should be the falcon. Falcons have more suitable qualities. The Spartans 
were athletic; however, falcons have keen eyesight and can fly at speeds of more than 
200 miles per hour. Peregrine falcons live in our area, too. They were nearly extinct. But 
they’ve made an impressive comeback in the past 30 years.
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A student is writing a paper about citizens’ reactions to a new snake ordinance. Read these two 
paragraphs from newspaper editorials and answer the questions that follow.

Wrong on Snakes
 The city council’s decision to prohibit ownership of pet snakes is wrong. As a snake owner, I have 
enjoyed these magnificent creatures for many years. Just because some people are irresponsible should not 
mean that the rest of us relinquish our rights to own snakes. Yes, snakes are expensive to maintain. Before 
purchasing a snake, understand that it’s a commitment. Make sure you can afford food and a tank with heat 
lamps. And if you own a snake but can’t afford it, return it to the store or to an animal shelter. Still, 99 percent 
of pet snakes never hurt people. More than that, they are fascinating to observe and learn about. To learn 
about snakes is to learn about the world.

Putting the Brakes on Snakes
 The city council made exactly the right decision when it outlawed pet snakes. When snakes are owned 
as pets, it hurts both the snakes and their human owners. Like all animals, snakes must have proper food and 
shelter, and without it, they will suffer. Too many snake owners do not take care of their pets, finding the 
snakes’ needs unexpectedly costly. Poor living conditions can make snakes aggressive, causing them to bite 
humans. As a doctor, I have seen more than a few nasty snakebites. If only 1 percent of snakes bite their 
owners, it is too much when a person’s life is at stake. Snake owners must understand that having the pet of 
their dreams is less important than keeping people safe.

 35  Which sentence from “Wrong on Snakes” is evidence of author bias?

A “As a snake owner, I have enjoyed these magnificent creatures for many years.”

B “Yes, snakes are expensive to maintain.”

C “And if you own a snake but can’t afford it, return it to the store or to an animal shelter.”

D “To learn about snakes is to learn about the world.”
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 36  Snakes that are not properly cared for can become dangerous. Which sentence from “Putting 
the Brakes on Snakes” best supports this statement?

A “When snakes are owned as pets, it hurts both the snakes and their human owners.”

B “Like all animals, snakes must have proper food and shelter, and without it, they 
will suffer.”

C “Poor living conditions can make snakes aggressive, causing them to bite humans.”

D “Snake owners must understand that having the pet of their dreams is less important 
than keeping people safe.”

 37  Identify one piece of evidence that both authors use. How do they use it differently? Support 
your answer with details from the editorials.
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