
5th Grade Social Studies: Niota Elementary School
Ms. Crisp

This week (April 27-May 1st): World War I
**Each article and quiz are saved together as one pdf file**

Monday – April 27th

Read Article: “Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand starts WWI” (10-15 
minutes)
Assignment: “Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand starts WWI” Quiz (10- 15 
minutes)

Tuesday – April 28th

Read Article: “The major alliances of World War I” (10-15 minutes)
Assignment: “The major alliances of World War I” Quiz (10-15 minutes)

Wednesday – April 29th

Read Article: “After World War I, Nations were Changed Forever” (10-15 
minutes)
Assignment: “After World War I, Nations were Changed Forever” Quiz (10-15 
minutes)

Thursday – April 30th

Read Article: “Time Machine (1917): The Destroyer and the torpedo in WWI” 
(10-15 minutes)

Assignment: “Time Machine (1917): The destroyer and the torpedo in 
WWI” Quiz (10-15 minutes)

Friday – May 1st

Assignment: Answer the following questions (10-15 minutes) *use 
articles from this week* 
o 1. In a paragraph, explain the impact of new weapons and 
technology on World War I. 
o 2. In 3-5 sentences, Describe the effects of the Treaty of Versailles.

o 3. In a paragraph, explain whether you believe Germany’s 
punishment after WWI was fair?



World History 

 

Time Machine (1914): Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand starts 

WWI 

 

By Washington Times, adapted by Newsela staff 

Published: 04/26/2016 

Word Count: 596 

Recommended for: Middle School - High School 

Text Level: 5 

 

Newsela Editor's Note: This article originally 

appeared in the Sept. 23, 1914, edition of The 

Washington Times. Its tone of voice and style of 

multiple dispatches are typical of the newspapers 

of the time. 

On June 28, Archduke Franz Ferdinand of 

Austria-Hungary was assassinated. Now, three 

months later, war is breaking out across Europe. 

Austria-Hungary Enraged 

The archduke was killed during a visit to the city of 

Sarajevo, where a young man named Gabriel 

Prinzip shot him. Prinzip was part of a group of 

Serbians fighting for freedom from Austria-

Hungary.  

Some Serbians see Austria-Hungary as an oppressive foreign power. Prinzip hoped that killing 

the archduke would help bring about freedom for Serbia. 

The government of Austria-Hungary, however, was enraged by the assassination. Twenty-five 

days later, it sent a note of demands to the Serbian government, accusing the Serbians of helping 

Prinzip carry out the assassination.  

You Have Just 48 Hours ... 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary and his wife, 

Sophie, emerge from the Sarajevo Town Hall to board their car, a 

few minutes before the assassination that sparked World War 

I. Photo: Karl Tröstl 



Austria-Hungary made several demands of the Serbian government. The government had to 

publicly support Austria-Hungary, the note said, and had to pass laws against saying or writing 

bad things about Austria-Hungary.  

Serbia was given just 48 hours to meet these demands. If Serbia was unwilling, Austria-Hungary 

would declare war. 

A war between Austria-Hungary and Serbia, however, would set off a war across Europe. 

Germany had promised to defend Austria-Hungary. Russia had pledged to protect Serbia. So, if 

Austria-Hungary and Serbia were going to fight, so would Germany and Russia. If Germany 

began gearing up for war, France and England would as well. 

Now, all of Europe is preparing for war.  

Russia Decides To Fight 

On the night of July 23, a few weeks after the assassination, government workers in Russia 

received a message from Serbia.  

"Help!" it said.  

The Russians talked about the message for four hours. Russia was Serbia's friend, but taking 

Serbia's side meant risking war with Germany. The Russians reached a secret decision at 7 

o'clock in the evening and dashed off to their various offices, each doing his part to prepare for 

what was coming. 

Meanwhile, the armies of Europe were already getting ready to fight. 

Armies On The Move 

Serbia's 48 hours were up on July 26 at 6 in the evening. By that time, the Russian army was 

moving toward Germany, and the German army was moving toward Russia, and in a dozen other 

different directions. 

Prinzip's bullet set all that in motion. It lit a fire in Serbia, and the fire spread across Europe. 

Now, the war that is about to break loose will probably kill a million men. It may do more 

damage than any other war in human history. 

Did Prinzip know what he was doing when he killed the Archduke? He may not have realized 

how much his action would change the world. According to the Serbian government, following 

the assassination, he said: 

Real Reasons For The War 

"I was not influenced by any other person or persons... When in Belgrade I read that the 

archduke was going to Sarajevo, and so I bought a gun and went there." 

What he said or thought matters little now, though. Europe is not fighting because Prinzip is a 

murderer. The real reasons for the war have to do with the long and ancient quarrel for land and 

power in Europe. Each nation wants to protect its place among its neighbors. 



Given the delicate balance of power in Europe, perhaps war was unavoidable. Something would 

have set off the fighting, at some time. It just happened to be Prinzip's bullet that did it. 

 

Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand starts WWI: Quiz 

 

Grade 5,  

1. Why did Gabriel Prinzip assassinate the Archduke Franz Ferdinand? 

A. to start a war throughout all of Europe 

B. to damage the relationship between Germany and Russia 

C. to free Serbia from Austria-Hungary 

D. to test the alliances between France and England 

 

Grade 5,  

2. What did Serbia do after the assassination of the Archduke? 

A. It tried to do what Austria-Hungary asked. 

B. It declared war on Austria-Hungary. 

C. It reached out to its ally Russia. 

D. It took credit for the assassination 

 

Grade 5,  

3. Based on this article, what can be assumed about Europe before the assassination? 

A. Some of the biggest European countries were already at war. 

B. Many European countries were already arguing over land and power. 

C. No one could have predicted this kind of war would begin in Europe. 

D. There was peace and cooperation between all the European countries 

 

Grade 5,  

4. What claim does the author of this article make? 

A. World War I would have happened even without the assassination. 

B. The countries in Europe were very upset to go to war with each other. 

C. Austria-Hungary did not actually care about the assassination. 

D. Austria-Hungary did not actually care about the assassination. 



World History 

The major alliances of World War I 

.  

By ThoughtCo.com, adapted by Newsela staff 

Published: 11/07/2019 

Word Count: 799 

Recommended for: Middle School - High School 

Text Level: 5 

. 

Many European countries created alliances before 

World War I. In an alliance, two groups promise to help 

each other. World War I started in 1914. At that time, 

there were two major European alliances. Britain, 

France and Russia formed the Triple Entente. Germany, 

Austria-Hungary and Italy formed the Triple Alliance. 

Later, the two alliances fought against each other in 

World War I. These alliances weren't the only cause of 

World War I. Still, they were a big factor. 

The Central Powers 

Otto von Bismarck was the chancellor of Prussia, a state 

in northern Germany. In 1871, he brought together 

several small states to form Germany. He became leader 

of the German Empire. Bismarck was afraid that his 

neighbors France and Austria-Hungary might try to 

destroy Germany. He wanted to use different alliances to 

make sure no one European country got too powerful. He 

believed that without those alliances, Europe would break 

out into war again. 

The Dual Alliance 

Bismarck knew an alliance with France wasn't possible. The French were still angry after 

Germany defeated them and took some of their land in the Franco-Prussian war. An alliance with 

Britain wasn't possible either. The British didn't want to form any European alliances. Bismarck 

then turned to Austria-Hungary and Russia. In 1873, Germany, Austria-Hungary and Russia 

formed The Three Emperors League. The three countries promised to help each other during 

wartime. Russia left the alliance in 1878, so Germany and Austria-Hungary formed the Dual 

Alliance in 1879. It promised that both countries would help each other if Russia attacked them. 

Image 1. U.S. Army soldiers leaving for the front in 

France. Photo from: U.S. National Archives 

Image 2. This chart shows the major alliances of 

World War I. Graphic by: Newsela staff 



They would also help if the Russians began 

helping countries at war with Germany or Austria-

Hungary. 

The Triple Alliance 

In 1882, Germany and Austria-Hungary formed 

the Triple Alliance with Italy. All three nations 

promised to support each other if France attacked 

any of them. If one of the nations was at war with 

two or more other nations, the alliance would 

come to help. However, if a member of the Triple 

Alliance started a conflict, the other powers did 

not have to help them in war. They only had to 

help defend each other. Soon after the Triple Alliance was 

created, Italy signed a deal with the French. It promised to 

support them if Germany attacked France. 

Russian "Reinsurance" 

Meanwhile, Bismarck signed what he called a "reinsurance 

treaty" with Russia. It said that neither nation would get involved 

if the other entered a war. If that war was with France, Russia did 

not have to help Germany. However, this treaty expired in 1890.  

After Bismarck 

Bismarck had carefully made decisions to protect Germany. After 

he was voted out of power, his plans began to fall apart. Kaiser 

Wilhelm II was Germany's new leader. He wanted to expand 

Germany's empire by strengthening its military. This made 

Britain, Russia and France nervous, and they 

began working together. Meanwhile, Germany's new 

leaders didn't continue Bismarck's alliances. This left 

Germany surrounded by aggressive powers. Russia entered 

into an alliance with France in 1892. It was intended to 

counter the Triple Alliance. It required both nations to support each other if war started. In just a 

few years, all the work Bismarck had done to protect Germany was lost. Once again, Germany 

faced threats from its neighbors, France and Russia. 

The Triple Entente 

Soon after, Great Britain began searching for its own alliances. It wanted to protect its colonies 

from the other European powers. Germany and Great Britain promised to support each other in 

the Entente Cordiale agreement of 1904. Later, Britain signed a similar agreement with Russia in 

1907. In 1912, an agreement called the Anglo-French Naval Convention brought Britain and 

Image 3. The three emperors walking in the center, 

taken in 1884. Photo from: Wikimedia Commons. 

Image 4. A Russian poster from 1914. The upper 

inscription reads "Concord." Shown are women who 

symbolize France, Russia and Great Britain, the allies of 

the Triple Entente during World War I. Photo from: 

Wikimedia Commons. 



France even closer. Together, the three nations formed a different alliance called the Triple 

Entente. 

In 1914, Austria's leader Franz Ferdinand and his wife were assassinated. The great powers of 

Europe reacted strongly. Within a few weeks, war began. The Triple Entente fought the Triple 

Alliance, although Italy soon switched sides. Both sides thought the war would last a few 

months, but it lasted four long years. The United States eventually entered the conflict. The war 

ended in 1919 when the powers involved signed the Treaty of Versailles. By that time, more than 

11 million soldiers and 7 million civilians were dead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The major alliances of World War I: Quiz 

 

Grade 5, Anchor 1: What the Text Says 

Read the section: "The Triple Entente." 

1. Which sentence from the section shows why Britain was looking to make alliances? 

A. Soon after, Great Britain began searching for its own alliances 

B. It wanted to protect its colonies from the other European powers. 

C. Later, Britain signed a similar agreement with Russia in 1907. 

D. Together, the three nations formed a different alliance called the Triple Entente. 

Image 5. How borders were divided in Europe before and after 

World War I. Map from: mapchart.net/Newsela staff. 

 



Grade 5, Anchor 1: What the Text Says 

Read the introduction [paragraph 1]. 

2. Which sentence from this section supports the conclusion that the alliances made before 

World War I were a factor in starting the war? 

A. Many European countries created alliances before World War I. 

B. At that time, there were two major European alliances. 

C. Later, the two alliances fought against each other in World War I. 

D. These alliances weren't the only cause of World War I. 

 

Grade 5, Anchor 5: Text Structure 

3. If the section "The Central Powers" were organized as cause and effect, which sentence 

would come FIRST? 

A. Otto von Bismarck was the chancellor of Prussia, a state in northern Germany. 

B. In 1871, he brought together several small states to form Germany 

C. Bismarck was afraid that his neighbors France and Austria-Hungary might try to destroy 

Germany. 

D. He wanted to use different alliances to make sure no one European country got too 

powerful. 

 

Grade 5, Anchor 5: Text Structure 

The article is MOSTLY organized chronologically. 

4. Why do you think the author chose to organize the information this way? 

A. to show readers that neighboring countries often have different ideas about what working 

together means 

B. to help readers understand the countries most at fault for beginning World War I 

C. to show readers that alliances do not always work, even when all countries want to avoid 

war 

D. to help readers understand the build-up of distrust between nations involved in World 

War I 



World History 

 

After World War I, Nations Were Changed Forever 

 

By ThoughtCo.com, adapted by Newsela 

staff 

Published: 10/19/2017 

Word Count: 783 

Recommended for: Middle School - High 

School 

Text Level: 5 

 

World War I was larger than any war that came 

before it. It was fought between two sides. The 

winners were Britain, France, Russia, Italy and 

the United States. The powers that lost 

were Germany, the Austro-

Hungarian Empire and the Ottoman 

Empire. The Ottoman Empire was based in 

today's Turkey, while the Austro-Hungarian 

Empire occupied the center of Europe. The war 

was fought 100 years ago and caused the 

deaths of millions of people. It left Europe and 

the world greatly changed. It also set the stage 

for World War II and many of the horrors that 

came with it. 

A new great power 

 World War I changed the United States in two 

important ways. First, it turned the U.S. army 

into a large, modern fighting force. For the first 

time, the United States became a match for even the 

greatest European power. Second, the war made the 

United States a much greater economic force, too. 

Many of the countries in Europe were broken and 

tired because of the war. This allowed the United 

German Johannes Bell signs the Treaty of Versailles in France. He 

is shown sitting in the front chair. The treaty had been drafted by 

the Allied powers and was unfavorable and harsh for Germany. 

Image from the public domain  

 

Cartoon showing how the United States did not help the League 

of Nations. This was a world organization of countries that was 

made after the war to keep the peace. In the cartoon, the League 

was shown as the missing keystone of the arch. The cigar also 

symbolizes America (Uncle Sam) enjoying its wealth. Cartoon 

from the December 10, 1919 issue of Punch, a British magazine 

of humor and satire. 



States to control much more of the world's trade and business. The country quickly grew richer 

than it had ever been. 

The rise of communism and socialism 

World War I greatly weakened Russia. Before the war ended, communist revolutionaries took 

over the government, and Russia's king, the czar, was killed. This was called the Russian 

Revolution. Communists, led by Vladimir Lenin, did not want a few people to own all the 

factories and land as property. They had the government take over those lands instead.  

Germany also formed a new government. It was called the Weimar Republic, and it mixed 

democracy with socialism. Germans could now vote for their leaders in the government. 

Socialism was less extreme than communism because it did not get rid of private property. 

But Germany's new government soon came under great pressure. In the end, it was toppled by 

Adolf Hitler and his Nazi Party. With Hitler in power, the stage for World War II was set. 

Nationalism transforms Europe 

The German, Russian, Ottoman and Austro-

Hungarian Empires fell apart. New countries 

were formed in Europe, in part due to 

nationalism. Nationalism is the idea that people 

with the same culture have the right to their own 

separate country. After the war, many people 

wanted to break from the old empires and form 

their own nations. But nationalism also caused 

many problems, especially in Eastern Europe. 

Many countries had more than one culture and 

race. Nationalism led to hatred and fighting 

between these various groups. 

The myths of victory and failure 

 At the end of World War I, the German General Erich 

Ludendorff wanted Germany to refuse the peace treaty. 

This treaty, or deal, was written by the winners of the 

war, and Germany saw it as very unfair. Ludendorff said 

the army could still fight on. But the new German 

government wanted peace, so it declared the war over. 

This decision gave Ludendorff and other German 

military leaders someone to blame for Germany's defeat. 

This started the idea that the German army could have 

won, but was "stabbed in the back" by socialists and the 

government. This idea weakened the power of the Weimar 

Republic. In the end, it allowed Adolf Hitler to rise to power. 

Map of Europe in 1923. Map: based on work by 

Fluteflute/Wikimedia. 

German war leaders Paul von Hindenburg and Erich 

Ludendorff in a painting by professor Hugo Vogel 

in 1917. Image from public domain. 



Britain was also greatly changed by the war. Its suffering 

was so great that it wanted to avoid another war at all 

costs. That made it give in to Hitler when he wanted to 

grab new territories for Germany. This was called 

appeasement. But as this went on, World War II became 

more and more certain. 

A "lost generation" 

Eight million people died during World War I. Many 

others were so badly hurt by the war that they took their 

own lives. In much of Europe, it was hard to find 

someone who had not lost a loved one to the war. 

 

 

 

After WWI, Nations Were Changed Forever: Quiz 

 

Grade 5, Anchor 7: Multimedia 

Examine the map in the section "Nationalism transforms Europe" and read the selection 

below. 

Nationalism is the idea that people with the same culture have the right to their own separate 

country. After the war, many people wanted to break from the old empires and form their own 

nations. 

1. How does the map support the information in the selection above? 

A. by showing that winning countries were not affected by nationalism 

B. by outlining the smaller countries that formed because of nationalism 

C. by showing that there were few free cities in the old empires 

D. by outlining the locations of Germany and Austria-Hungary 

 

Grade 5, Anchor 7: Multimedia 

Look at the images at the top of the article and in the section "The myths of victory and 

failure." 

2. What do the images show about Germany after World War I? 

A. Some German leaders were unhappy with the peace treaty. 

B. Most German leaders tried to get along with other countries. 

The horrors of war left scars across Europe and the rest of the 

world. Image from public domain.  

 



C. Some German leaders decided to keep fighting other countries. 

D. Most German leaders signed the peace treaty. 

 

Grade 5, Anchor 1: What the Text Says 

Read the paragraph from the section "A new great power." 

Second, the war made the United States a much greater economic force, too. Many of the 

countries in Europe were broken and tired because of the war. This allowed the United States to 

control much more of the world's trade and business. The country quickly grew richer than it 

had ever been. 

3. Which of the following is the MOST accurate explanation of this paragraph? 

A. The United States could not trade with countries that had lost the war in Europe after the 

war. 

B. The United States did not have much money until it was able to begin trading with 

Europe after the war. 

C. The United States used its business and trade to help other rich countries that were tired 

from the war. 

D. The United States was able to become richer because other wealthy countries were weak 

from the war. 

 

Grade 5, Anchor 1: What the Text Says 

Read the section "The rise of communism and socialism." 

4. Which sentence from the section shows WHY communists wanted to change the 

government in Russia? 

A. Before the war ended, communist revolutionaries took over the government, and Russia's 

king, the czar, was killed. 

B. Communists, led by Vladimir Lenin, did not want a few people to own all the factories 

and land as property. 

C. They had the government take over those lands instead. 

D. Socialism was less extreme than communism because it did not get rid of private 

property. 



World History 

 

Time Machine (1917): The destroyer and the torpedo in WWI 

 

By Scientific American, adapted by Newsela staff 

Published: 04/22/2016 

Word Count: 788 

Recommended for: Middle School - High School 

Text Level: 5 

 

Newsela Editor's Note: This article 

originally appeared in the March 1917 

issue of Scientific American. The United 

States entered World War I on April 2, 

1917. 

The torpedo fired from a battleship is not 

nearly so important a military weapon as 

one might think. The sinking of unarmed 

and helpless ships by the Germans is not 

a military operation. It is a crime. They 

have changed the torpedo from a weapon 

of war to a weapon of murder. Germany 

should obey those laws of war, which protect 

civilians. They were the first naval power to 

break these well-known rules that protect 

human life. Thousands of passengers and 

sailors have been killed at sea. All through history the inventors of torpedo warfare were trying 

to sink warships. They thought only of attacking warships. 

Swift Ships And Fast Turns Are Best Defense 

Against swift and well-guarded warships, however, the torpedo has shown itself, in the present 

war, to be a surprisingly poor weapon. Proof is found in the battle at the mouth of Germany's 

Elbe River. This is where it flows into the North Sea. Fifty to 60 ships were firing torpedoes at 

each other for several hours. Not a single torpedo hit. Another example is seen in the battle of 

Jutland in 1916. In the North Sea, off the coast of Denmark, more than 120 ships were locked in 

battle for two days. However, only one torpedo hit was made on the whole British fleet. The 

This destroyer, doing 30 knots, has choked off the draft so as to throw 

a screen of smoke and spoil the enemy's vision and gunfire. This 

maneuver was used in the battle of Jutland between Britain and 

Germany during World War I. Photo courtesy of Scientific American 



battleship Marlborough was struck near the stern, or rear.  It started to list, or lean over. She was 

able to bring herself back to a level position. She then got back into the fight.  

High speed and quick turning power have proved to be the best defense against the torpedo. The 

fast battle cruisers are well able to take care of themselves. The slower battleships are protected 

by groups of destroyers. Each group of battleships is led by a fast light cruiser. This smaller ship 

carries torpedo defense guns. 

Accurate At Up To 5 Miles During Practice 

The torpedo is indeed a powerful weapon. Our latest 21-inch superheat torpedo has good 

accuracy at 5 miles. Target practice with these weapons has been very successful. The targets, 

however, are with idle or slow-moving ships. In a sea fight, the enemy ships move very quickly. 

The failure of the torpedo against warships is not due to the weapon. The problem is with the 

torpedo officer. The great difficulty is estimating the distance, speed and course of the enemy 

ships. It is very difficult to hit a fast ship at a distance of 3 to 5 miles. A 700-foot battle cruiser 

going 30 knots, or 32 miles per hour, will cover 700 feet in 14 seconds. However, it will take a 

torpedo at least eight minutes to reach a ship 5 miles away. The target moves at the rate of 50 

feet per second. The torpedo officer, however, can only estimate the speed of the enemy ship that 

is eight minutes away. He could think the ship is traveling 30 knots, when she is traveling only 

25. His torpedo will reach the target too soon. It will pass ahead of the ship. If the estimate is 25 

knots, when the target is going 30, the torpedo will arrive too late. It will pass astern, or behind, 

the ship.  

Using A Smoke Screen As Protection 

One ship can never be the target. The torpedoes need to be fired at a group of enemy ships. Some 

of the torpedoes would pass between the ships. Others would score a hit. 

Slower-moving merchant ships that are closer are not easy targets either. Many times during the 

past two years, officers and crew of such ships reported that torpedoes have passed ahead or 

behind them.  

The 30- to 35-knot destroyer carries from eight to 12 torpedo tubes. A group of these ships, 

chasing the enemy and protected by a smoke screen, could sink a battleship or two. 

The smoke screen or smoke attack has been used frequently in this war. It was first used by a 

U.S. destroyer fleet, under the command of Capt. Edward W. Eberle. The writer well remembers 

being present when it was demonstrated off Block Island, Massachusetts, several years ago. Five 

groups of destroyers, 20 in all, crossed the head of a column of battleships, until the wind was 

behind them. With the leading destroyers smoking heavily, they moved toward the enemy. The 

heavy dense smoke rolled down toward the enemy and hid the destroyers. Above the dense bank 

of smoke the tops of the battleships could be seen. If this was a real battle, some of the enemy 

ships would have been sunk. 

 



Time Machine (1917): The destroyer and the torpedo in WWI- Quiz 

 

Grade 5, Anchor 1: What the Text Says 

1. Based on information in the article, which of these statements is TRUE? 

A. Germany lost World War I because they used torpedoes. 

B. Torpedoes work best against fast-moving ships. 

C. The torpedo is not the most effective weapon. 

D. Torpedoes should never be used in war. 

 

Grade 5, Anchor 1: What the Text Says 

2. Select the sentence from the section "Using A Smoke Screen As Protection" that shows that 

the smoke screen is not a perfect strategy. 

A. The smoke screen or smoke attack has been used frequently in this war. 

B. The writer well remembers being present when it was demonstrated off Block Island, 

Massachusetts, several years ago. 

C. A group of these ships, chasing the enemy and protected by a smoke screen, could sink a 

battleship or two. 

D. Above the dense bank of smoke the tops of the battleships could be seen. 

 

Grade 5, Anchor 2: Central Idea 

3. Which of the following are TWO MAIN ideas from the article? 

A. Germany is guilty of war crimes for killing innocent people. Smoke screens are an 

ineffective strategy in battle. 

B. Torpedoes are a fairly ineffective weapon in battle. They can be more accurate and 

powerful if used with destroyers or smoke screens. 

C. Thousands of passengers and sailors have been killed at sea due to naval warfare. The 

torpedo has been an effective and deadly weapon. 



D. The torpedo is a powerful weapon in battle. Many torpedoes need to be fired at a group of 

enemy ships to hit them. 

 

Grade 5, Anchor 2: Central Idea 

4. Which detail BEST reflects the article's main idea about the torpedo? 

A. The torpedo is a surprisingly poor weapon on its own. 

B. The torpedo is a powerful weapon in battle. 

C. The torpedo works well if you are more than 5 miles from the enemy. 

D. The torpedo works poorly with the smoke screen strategy. 

 

 

 

 


