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The White House is an important building in the United States. It’s where the president lives. You can take a
tour there! As you read, take notes on what a person will experience on a tour of the White House.

A bit of history before we
begin...

President John Adams and his wife, Abigail,
moved into the White House on November 1,
1800. That makes the year 2000 the 200th
anniversary of the White House.

Back when the Adamses moved in, the building
was called the President’s House.

It was the largest house in America. Abigail
Adams said it was twice as big as her church back
home in Massachusetts. It was also cold and drafty,1 and some of the rooms and stairs were not
finished. But the Adams family believed that the house would stand for a long time, and it has. In 200
years, 40 presidents have lived and worked in the White House at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue in
Washington, D.C. It has become a famous symbol of American leadership.

Start the tour!

Today, some rooms of the White House are open to the public. More than one million people visit each
year. Other rooms are private, set aside for the personal use of the president’s family and their guests.
The wallpaper, furniture, and art have changed over the years. First families2 try to make the White
House a comfortable home for as long as they live there.

Although the inside of the White House has changed, the outside has stayed the same. Offices have
been built in wings on both sides, but the main part of the White House looks much as it did when
President Adams arrived 200 years ago on a chilly November day.

To take a tour, you’ll need tickets. You can pick them up at the White House Visitor Center. The tours
take place in the morning. After waiting in line, you’ll enter the East Wing and walk down the East
Colonnade. A colonnade (a long hallway with windows or columns) extends from both sides of the
main building.

[1]

[5]

1. having cold air move through it
2. the families of U.S. presidents
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On the ground floor, you can look into some rooms as you walk by. The Red Room has walls and
furniture covered in apple-red fabric. The Green Room contains furniture that was made in America
200 years ago! Many people think that the Blue Room, with gold wallpaper and a blue and gold rug, is
the most beautiful room in the White House. The Green Room, Blue Room, and Red Room are often
used for receptions.3

Upstairs, the grand East Room is often used for large gatherings. The grand piano can be used to
entertain guests. The East Room can also be set for large dinners and even rock concerts! Presidents
often hold their press conferences4 there.

When the morning tours are over, the ropes are removed and the rugs are put back into place.

The private White House

The White House belongs to all the citizens of the United States, but it’s also the home of the president’s
family. Only guests of the first family get to see the private rooms on the second floor.

If you were an overnight guest, your bedroom would be on the second or third floor. You might watch
a movie in the family movie theater, or bowl a game in the underground bowling alley!

The White House outdoors

The public tour doesn’t include the big “backyard” of the White House. But if you were a White House
guest, you could visit the Children’s Garden, play tennis, swim in the pool, go for a jog on the jogging
path, and admire the flowers and trees.

Visiting the president at work

The president’s offices are located in the West Wing. You’ll need a special appointment to visit. The
president’s office is called the Oval Office because of its shape. Each president can decorate the office
any way they like, but one thing never changes: the Oval Office is very impressive. Imagine how many
world leaders have met with U.S. presidents here. Perhaps, someday, you’ll be the person sitting
behind the desk!

[10]

3. social gatherings
4. an interview or announcement given to the press
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. What is the main idea of the text?
A. People can see the private and public areas of the White House on a tour.
B. People can see many important rooms in the White House on a public tour.
C. People learn a lot about the White House on public tours, but do not see a lot it.
D. People are not allowed to tour the White House when important people are

staying there.

2. PART A: Which of the following describes the Adamses’ opinion of the White House?
A. They thought it was too uncomfortable to be a home.
B. They thought it should remain the same over the centuries.
C. They thought it would continue to be an important building.
D. They thought it was too small for their family and employees.

3. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “Abigail Adams said it was twice as big as her church back home in

Massachusetts.” (Paragraph 3)
B. “the Adams family believed that the house would stand for a long time, and it

has.” (Paragraph 3)
C. “The wallpaper, furniture, and art have changed over the years.” (Paragraph 4)
D. “First families try to make the White House a comfortable home for as long as

they live there.” (Paragraph 4)

4. Why are some areas of the White House not included in the tour?
A. They are under construction.
B. There are expensive rugs on the floor.
C. The president and his family live there.
D. They are the oldest rooms in the house.

5. Based on the information in the text, why has the White House “become a famous symbol
of American leadership”? (Paragraph 3)

A. It is the oldest house in America.
B. It is the biggest house in America.
C. The president lives and works there.
D. Presidential elections take place there.

6. How do the authors organize information in the text?
A. They provide information about the White House and tours of the building.
B. They describe how each room in the White House has changed over time.
C. They compare the president’s house with other world leaders’ houses.
D. They list different rooms in the White House that they have toured.
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7. Which statement describes the authors’ most likely purpose in the text?
A. to tell people what to expect on a tour of the White House
B. to urge readers to visit the White House as guests of the president
C. to offer advice on how the tour of the White House could be better
D. to make the president feel bad for not allowing tours of private rooms

8. How does the sentence “Perhaps, someday, you’ll be the person sitting behind the desk!”
contribute to the text?

A. It urges readers to tour the Oval Office.
B. It challenges readers to sit behind the president’s desk.
C. It suggests that readers could be the president one day.
D. It suggests that there is a way to sneak into the Oval Office.

9. What are the different uses for the White House? Use evidence from the text to support
your answer.
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. If you had a choice, would you ever live at the White House? Why or why not?

2. Based on the information in the text, which room or space in the White House are you most
interested in visiting and why?
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