
Saving the Animals

Saving the Animals

In the early 2000s, Julie O'Connor's third-grade class at Public School 48 in New York City 
held a bake sale. The students raised $266 from the sale. They gave the money to help the 
animals at the Kabul Zoo. "The kids were excited to help the zoo's animals," O'Connor said.

Leigh Haeger

Afghanistan on the globe.

Kabul is the capital of Afghanistan, a country in Asia. Afghanistan has suffered from years of 
war. Bombs and bullets have destroyed some parts of the Kabul Zoo. Many animals at the 
zoo and in the city died or were injured in the fighting.

Traveling to Kabul
An international group of zoos, led by the North Carolina Zoo, raised more than $500,000 for 
the animals of Kabul. A team of scientists and veterinarians traveled to Kabul. The team took 
food, medicine, and supplies to help the animals.

The team members repaired the zoo's cages and pens. They also treated injured zoo 
animals, including monkeys, antelopes, gazelles, and a black bear.
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Saving the Animals

Leigh Haeger

Afghanistan on the map.

After finishing at the zoo, the team members helped some of the animals owned by people in 
Kabul. They treated horses, mules, sheep, rabbits, and oxen, for example. Many Kabul 
residents were depending on, and continue to depend on, animals for work and food.

The people of Kabul were thankful that the students of Public School 48 and others helped 
the zoo animals. "The reality is that they're proud of the zoo, and they want to rebuild it. And 
we will help them," said one of the team members.
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Definition
verb

1. to harm or damage.

He injured his leg in a car accident.

Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to impair; harm; damage; wound.

He injured his opponent in the fight.

I injured my back when I lifted that box.

The complaints to the newspaper injured the reputation of the business.

2. to cause distress, wrong, or hurt to.

Her insensitive remark injured the child deeply.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Horses and dogs injure people all the time.

2. Objects can injure the canal or even the eardrum.

3. Big cats can break out of cages and injure or even kill people.

4. A big landslide could bury homes and badly injure people in its path.

5. Tornadoes can be so strong that they make the glass from windows break, which can injure
 anyone nearby.
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Saving the Animals - Inference Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Based on the text, what has been a major threat to Kabul Zoo?

A. an international group of zoos

B. Afghan leaders trying to shut the zoo down

C. drought

D. war

2. The author included a map to

A. show where in Kabul the zoo is located.

B. show the reader where the North Carolina zoo is.

C. show the reader where Kabul and Afghanistan are.

D. show the veterinarians how to get to Kabul.

3. Some animals found in the zoo in Kabul are

A. monkeys, tigers, and whales.

B. sharks, bears, and camels.

C. polar bears, penguins and antelopes.

D. bears, antelopes, and monkeys.

4. The money that Public School 48 raised probably went towards

A. buying new animals for the Kabul Zoo.

B. moving Kabul's animals to a new zoo.

C. food, medicine, and supplies for the animals at the Kabul Zoo.

D. medicine for people injured during periods of war in Afghanistan.
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Saving the Animals - Inference Questions

5. Explain why the people of Kabul are thankful that the students of Public School 48 

and others helped the zoo animals. Use information from the text to support your 

answer.
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