
Maries County R-1 School District
Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan (SRCSP)

(Board Approved 06/28/22; Revised June 28, 2022)

Introduction

Maries R-I School District is committed to providing a quality education to our students, while
also working to ensure their safety and well-being.  The guidelines presented in this document,
in response to COVID-19, follow county, state, and federal recommendations as much as
feasible in our school environment. This plan incorporates best practices advocated and
medical associations.  These guidelines are not set in stone.  They will be modified as needed
in response to the continually changing recommendations as they are issued by various levels
of government and professional associations.  Please be patient and understanding as we work
to navigate these unusual times.

Please remember that the following guidelines/procedures were put in place to help with social
distancing (when possible), face-to-face contact, contact tracing, and overall prevention. These
guidelines are considered a living document and will be continuously evaluated and updated as
we go through changing health concerns and/or conditions for the next several months.

The school district wants parents to know that we are working diligently to make this school year
go as smoothly as possible. Our goal is to keep students learning in-person and provide
students a safe learning environment.  As we navigate through ever changing health conditions,
students, parents and the school MUST work together to continue to provide a safe and clean
environment for all people who enter school. For this reason, it will be imperative that
students and staff NOT come to school or attend any school event if they are sick, have
COVID symptoms, or know that they have been exposed to someone in their household
who has COVID-19.  Parents are asked to take an active role in prevention by checking on the
health of their child on a daily basis and if they are sick, please notify the school.  By doing
these things and keeping students home when sick, having been exposed, or symptomatic, you
will be doing your part in keeping everyone safe.  Together, we will continue to get through these
troubling times and will continue to make our school a safe place to learn.

The Maries R-I School was able to remain in-session for in-person instruction through the entire
2021-2022 school year.  Virtual or distance learning options were available for those in need of
such services.  This was a result of our prevention and mitigation efforts that we were able to
complete the entire school year on-site.  The following guidelines build upon the efforts of the
past school year in hopes of having another successful school year.

Continuity of Services:

Not knowing what the future holds regarding COVID-19 in our area, we have created three
options for how school will be conducted.  We could use one, two, or all three options in the
course of the school year.  Individual settings and plans not described here may be necessary
for students with special considerations.



● Option 1- On-Site Instruction

o Normal instruction Monday through Friday
o Credit recovery, interventions, tutoring, and summer school will be provided to

accommodate students academically that have suffered from COVID-19 due to
virtual learning challenges, absences or illness.

o Virtual-Only Options will be available for students unable to attend on-site due to
health reasons. Virtual-by-Choice options will be available for others who choose
not to attend on-site.  These options will not make use of hold-harmless grading.
Grades will be based on meeting the requirements of each course and the quality
of work.

o In the event of closure, AMI methods will be implemented and students will be
taught virtually or provide AMI Paper Packets.

● Monitoring of Student Growth

o Teachers will be assessing students in each academic area at the beginning of,
and throughout the school year, to determine which students were the most
impacted by the pandemic.

o Individual students will be assessed and evaluated with a plan to close learning
gaps due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

o The district will use the evaluation tool Evaluate for grades K-12 each month to
monitor student progress in the areas of communication art and math.

o In grades K-6, Developmental Reading Assessments (DRA) will be administered
in September, December, and April to assess each student’s reading level,
accuracy, fluency, and comprehension.

o All student learning interventions will be tracked to determine their success.
Teacher observations and assessments will be periodic and systematic to ensure
the student is learning at a pace to ensure the student is making up ground lost
due to the pandemic. Changes in the student intervention plan will be made if
progress is not being made.

o Appropriate accommodations/modifications for students with disabilities will be
determined and implemented on an individual basis as needed.

o Parent/Teacher partnerships will be made to help all children’s academic needs
are being met.

● Option 2- All Virtual

o All students will make use of virtual instruction.
o Instruction will be provided by district staff, except to those who have elected to

enroll in all-virtual learning options.  Those students will receive instruction
through a selected online course provider such as Launch or MOCAP.

o Devices will be provided to all students, unless described differently in this
document.

o In this option, the district will attempt to provide limited internet connectivity to
those in need of such service.  This service is not provided to those students who
are enrolled in Virtual-by-Choice.

o Packets will only be used in cases where internet connectivity cannot be
achieved, as confirmed by the district.

o Teachers will make use of regular “office hours” to be available for student
questions.  Teachers shall also be available for contact through other messaging



options, such as e-mail, Remind, ClassDojo, Google Classroom and Google
Meet.

o This option will not make use of hold-harmless grading.  Grades will be based on
meeting the requirements of each course and the quality of work.

● Virtual-by-Choice

o We recognize that some students may not be able to attend class in-person due
to health concerns or simply as a matter of family choice.  For those cases, the
district will make use of the following:

▪ Online/Virtual courses will be provided through Launch, a virtual course
access program designed for Missouri students and run through
Springfield Public Schools (MO).  The district has partnered with Launch
for a few years, and we have been pleased with the attentiveness and the
instructors and the rigor of the classwork.  More information can be
obtained at fueledbylaunch.com.

▪ These students would still be enrolled in the Maries R-I School, but
students will receive their instruction, feedback, and grades from the
Missouri teacher facilitating the Launch course.  Maries R-I School will still
monitor student participation and performance.

▪ The district will have will post a two week open enrollment period each
semester for students considering virtual-by-choice instruction.

▪ Students/Parents must notify the district of their desire to enroll in
virtual-by-choice instruction one day prior to the first day of the upcoming
semester start date.

▪ Students/Parents who opt for full virtual instruction will be required to
remain in that format the entire semester.  We will allow 10 instructional
days from their first day of enrollment during which they may convert back
to on-site instruction.   After that time, they must remain in the virtual
course for the entire semester and may not return to regular on-site
classes until the following semester.  Once a student is enrolled in
all-virtual or Virtual-by-Course, they are enrolled for the entire semester.

▪ Launch grades transfer directly to a student’s Maries R-I record and
transcript and will be included in the student’s grade point average (GPA).

▪ If students are not successful with their online coursework, or they fail to
complete the coursework assigned, they may not be approved for future
semesters of the Virtual-by-Choice Option.

▪ If requested, the district may temporarily provide a device for
Virtual-by-Choice students.  The device remains the property of the
Maries R-I School District.

▪ If Virtual-by-Choice is selected as the instructional delivery method, it is
the responsibility of the family to obtain internet service.  The district will
not provide internet connectivity for those selecting Virtual-by-Choice, as
outlined in state law.  If there are both all-virtual (for health conditions)
student(s) and Virtual-by-Choice student(s) in the same household, it is
the responsibility of the family to provide internet access.

▪ Additional rules and laws regarding enrollment in Virtual-by-Choice will
still be in effect.

▪ Students who opt for all-virtual and Virtual-by-Choice may only participate
in extracurricular and/or athletic activities as allowed by MSHSAA
regulations and district policy.



▪ A form will be made available for students needing to pursue virtual
options.  It is available on the Maries R-I School website.
https://www.mariesr1.k12.mo.us/

▪ Enrollment in Virtual-by-Choice could be limited by availability of course
providers.  A student may only be enrolled in a virtual course if a course
provider has an opening for the student.

Attendance: 

While attendance is a very important part of the educational process, Perfect Attendance
incentives/awards will not be used for this school year.  It is important to help control the spread
of COVID-19 to remain at home if feeling ill.

Instruction:  

● Classes will begin on August 22, 2022 for Maries R-I students. 
● Students attending class at RTI in Rolla, classes will begin on August 23, 2022. 

Students attending RTI in conjunction with the Rolla Public Schools, may have additional
prevention related requirements in order to attend. Students electing to attend RTI are
required to adhere to the prevention requirements set forth or be withdrawn from the RTI
program.

● At this time, students will follow a normal class schedule for 8 class periods, 5 days a
week.  This will include “Specials” classes (Art, Music, PE, etc..). 

● Within the classroom students will be spread out as much as possible to maintain social
distancing. (NOTE: due to class make-up and class numbers, distancing may be easier
in some classes as compared to others).  

● K-12 PE classes will do their best to utilize outdoor spaces when possible. Locker room
space/use may be modified to maintain social distancing and/or limit the number of
people who enter at any given time. 

● Should school have to be shut down or any group of students have to quarantine due to
a widespread outbreak, distance learning will take effect immediately for those students
involved.  

● Normal grading practices will take place including if we have to institute distance
learning.  Late/Missing assignments will be handled according to outlined procedures
and policy.

● Students/Parents that feel they would like to attend in a Virtual Learning format instead
of seated may do so under the Guidelines and Expectations for Virtual Learning.  Please
see the Maries R-1 Guidelines and Expectations for Virtual Learning for the enrollment
process and for Virtual Student Eligibility.

Transportation:

● Students are encouraged to drive, walk or be dropped off by their parent when arriving
and leaving school.

● Social distancing on the bus will be implemented to the extent possible. (Understand that
this will be very difficult with the typical number of students on our buses!)

● While on the bus, students will be seated in assigned seats and the students will need to
remain seated in that assigned seat.  Driver will assign seats according to bus
stop/family so they sit together on the bus. 

● Weather permitting, buses will travel with windows open to increase air flow. 
● Students will use hand sanitizer when loading the bus. 

https://www.mariesr1.k12.mo.us/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10b7Ze9HOTpRV6eDTpFnzQmbk7b4df1QkcF3rLhfWu3g/edit?usp=sharing


● Buses will be sanitized after each route.
● Drivers will self-check their own temperature and will perform a self-assessment before

each route. 

Masks: 

A mask mandate was put in place for students in grades 3-12, by the Maries R-1 Board of
Education during the 2020-21 school year.  This mandate has been revised to only include a
mask requirement for a positive COVID 19 exposure for a student or staff member with a
household contact.  This student or staff member will be required to wear a mask when
returning to school on Day 6 through Day 10 following exposure of a COVID positive case in
their home. The original mask mandate may be reinstated by the School Board at any time.
Students are required to have access to a mask at all times while at school and at school
events.  If needed, the mask mandate will be reinstated immediately, requiring their usage by all
staff and students on school grounds, on school buses, and at school events. Parents will be
notified if this change is put in place. If masks are worn, they are to be worn properly.

How to Wear Your Mask Properly:

● Wash your hands or use hand sanitizer before putting on and taking off your mask.
● Put the mask over your nose and mouth and secure it under your chin.
● Fit the mask snugly against the sides of your face, slipping the loops over your ears or

tying the strings behind your head.
● If you have to continually adjust your mask, it doesn’t fit properly, and you might need

to find a different mask type or brand.
● Make sure you can breathe easily

Masks may be worn by any individual while at school, but masks are recommended for:

● Individuals who are identified as higher risk
● During transportation on buses when social distancing cannot be guaranteed
● During large gatherings of students/staff where social distancing cannot be guaranteed
● At any time when a student/staff feels uncomfortable or the need to wear a mask
● During transitions and passing times, this includes arrival and dismissal, when in the

hallways and when using restrooms. 
● In the classroom, teachers will be able to remove their masks during large group

instruction, but will wear their masks when working in close proximity with students.
Masks will be encouraged to be worn but, not required unless mask mandate is
reinstated.

Please know that masks may become required if a health crisis warrants this move and
the mask mandate is reinstated.

Visitors to the School Buildings:  

● Visitors inside the buildings will be limited to those times that are deemed necessary. 
● All visitors allowed in the building will be encouraged to wear a mask.
● Prior arrangement with the building principal or secretary is recommended.
● Parent-teacher conferences will be in-person by appointment unless other arrangements

have been made.



● All visitors must report to the elementary or high school office with a valid government
issued identification card.  Identification will be used to perform a background check
through the Missouri Highway Patrol and nation-wide databases for sexual predators. 
Access inside the buildings will not be allowed without proper screening of visitors.

Parents’ Responsibility:  

● It is very important that every parent ensure that their contact information (phone
numbers, cell phone numbers, email addresses, physical address, etc..) is ALWAYS
up-to-date during the school year.  We will ask for ALL parents to do this at the very
beginning of the school year and then inform the school of any changes throughout the
school year.

● Parents will need to sign up for our parent communication tool E-Notes. Sign-up
accessibility can be located on the school website (mariesr1.k12.mo.us)

● As a part of the parent’s responsibility to help us operate safely, we ask parents to
perform daily health checks on their children before sending them to school.  

● Even though we have a nurse on staff, she is not here to diagnose a student illness
instead of the family health professional. Please do not send a sick child to school in
order for the school nurse to let the parents know what she “thinks” the sickness may be.
This is a way for other students and staff to be exposed to sickness unnecessarily.

● Parents have the primary responsibility of assuring their child(ren) do not have
signs/symptoms of COVID-19 OR any other illness including new-onset fever, cough or
diarrhea before the child(ren) leaves for school or a school sponsored event.

● If your child has a fever or is sick (or exhibits COVID symptoms), please do not send
them to school as this may cause other students and staff to become ill.  We want to do
our very best to keep people healthy, allowing the school to remain open and operate
safely.

Parents/Guardians will be provided a sign off sheet stating they have read all information
detailing how we will operate this school year.  We also ask that they instruct their school
aged children on these procedures to help everyone navigate this school year.

Arriving at School:

● Teachers and staff will complete a health assessment each day before arriving at school.
School staff is also asked to NOT come to school if sick or exposed to a household
positive with COVID-19. 

● Parents will have the responsibility of performing a daily health screening (including
temperature check) on each of their children before sending their children to school.  If
your child has a fever or is sick (or exhibits COVID symptoms), please do not send them
to school as this may cause other students and staff to become ill.  We want to do our
very best to keep people healthy, allowing the school to remain open. 

● Teachers/staff will monitor the health of students throughout the school day and school
health personnel will intervene if student health is in question.

● For further information about screening and isolation protocols, please see the “Note to
Parents: Regarding Screening and Isolation Protocols” located on the school website
under the COVID-19 Tab at the top.

Food Service:



● Breakfast will be served daily and students will be asked to leave the cafeteria as soon
as they are done eating and go directly to their first hour class.

● Elementary students will go to their classrooms upon arrival (or after finishing breakfast),
MS/HS students will social distance in their assigned areas.

● During the Elementary lunch shift, our plan starting school will be for grades K-5 will eat
in the cafeteria and will be spaced out through the room.

● MS/HS shifts will remain at the same times, however students will spread out every other
seat and the number of students in the cafeteria will be decreased with some classes
eating outside. We will attempt to rotate these groups, however, this may change if we
find it better to leave the groups the same.

● All proper safety guidelines will continue to be followed by food service personnel.

Recess/Physical Activity:

● Recess will be scheduled so that the number of students outside at any given time will
be limited.

● Students will use hand sanitizer before going outside and after returning to the building.
● Playground equipment will be routinely cleaned.
● Other playground equipment like balls, and jump ropes will be disinfected after each

recess.
● When possible, grade levels will be separated from other grade levels while on the

playground.

Classrooms:

● Desks/Chairs will be spaced 3-6 ft. apart or as close to 6 ft. as possible.
● Building and classroom cleaning scheduled will be modified as to increase cleaning for

high-touch surfaces.
● Students will not share supplies
● Computers will be wiped down at the end of each class period.
● Frequent and proper hand washing and sanitizing will be taught and reinforced.  Hand

sanitizer will be provided in each classroom throughout the school.
● Students will be encouraged to wear masks when transitioning classes in the hallways,

at lockers, etc..  Once in the classrooms, students can remove their masks if they
choose to do so.

Passing Periods:

● Students will pass between classes as usual and mask use will be highly encouraged
during these times.

● Students will be required to use hand sanitizer both as they leave the classroom and
upon entering their next class.

● Hallways will be sanitized routinely throughout the day.

Proper Respiratory Etiquette:

● Frequent and proper respiratory etiquette will be taught and reinforced.
● Students and staff will be informed of the following steps for proper respiratory etiquette:

o Cover your coughs and sneezes.
o Use a tissue to cover your sneezes and coughs.



o Sneeze or cough into your sleeve if you do not have a tissue.
o Clean your hands often and after you cough or sneeze on them.
o When needed, wear a mask to protect yourself and others from germs.

Restrooms:

● At the elementary level, bathroom breaks will be a class at a time.
● The number of students allowed in the restroom at one time may be limited to 4

depending on current health status.
● Frequent and proper hand washing and sanitizing will be taught and reinforced.
● Students and staff will be informed of the following five steps for proper handwashing:

o Wet your hands with clean, running water (warm or cold), turn off the tap, and
apply soap.

o Lather your hands by rubbing them together with the soap. Lather the backs of
your hands, between your fingers, and under your nails.

o Scrub your hands for at least 20 seconds. Need a timer? Hum the “Happy
Birthday” song from beginning to end twice.

o Rinse your hands well under clean, running water.
o Dry your hands using a clean towel or air dry them.

Student and Staff Health:

● Masks are encouraged to be worn when social distancing is not guaranteed or possible.
● Parents will play an important role in helping keep our students and staff safe and

healthy.  We ask that parents help out by following our guidelines and
monitoring/screening the health of their children before sending them to school.

● Further guidance on health related matters can be found on our website.
● Students are required to have immunizations up-to-date before attending class. 

Students in grades 8 & 12 are required to have an additional immunization before the
first day of school. Letters have been sent to those families as a reminder. Students in
grades 8 & 12 that are NOT up-to-date on immunizations on the first day will be sent
home.

Social & Emotional Health

● Students’ and staff’s social, emotional, and mental health needs will be addressed by
on-site school guidance counselors and health professionals.

● We will inform students and staff of community resources available to help meet their
social and emotional needs.

COVID-19 Testing & Vaccinations

● COVID-19 testing can be obtained at Vienna Health Clinic, Phelps Health, as well as the
Your Community Health Center in Rolla. (to name a few locations)

● Vaccinations were made available to school staff wishing to participate during the
2021-22 school year.  We will continue to work with area providers if vaccination
opportunities are needed for staff.  If student vaccinations become readily available, we
will work with area providers to notify parents as to where they can be obtained.

● The Maries R-I School District has partnered with the Maries/Phelps County Health
Department and Sink’s Pharmacy to host two free vaccination clinics on-site for faculty,
staff, students over the age of 12, and community members.



Athletics/Student Activities:

● A student health screening may be done each day before each contest, before any
athlete/student will be allowed to participate in any student activity.

● Close communication between competing schools will take place before each contest to
help ensure the safety of our students/staff/community. PLEASE KEEP IN MIND: this
could change very quickly, a school could contact us as we are getting ready to leave a
contest that they have a positive case and the contest will be cancelled or postponed. 
PLEASE BE SURE TO KEEP ALL CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATED.

● At this time, we will strongly encourage our fans to sit on one side of the
ballpark/gym/area and not socialize with the opposing fans.

● Masks will be strongly encouraged in and around all concession areas and at all inside
events/games.

● Students participating in any extracurricular activities will be required to sign a
Participation COVID-19 Waiver.

General Information:

● Refillable water bottles will be the only way to access water. We have replaced all water
fountains with bottle filling stations. Please provide a water bottle (no glass) for your child
that they may use at school.

● Custodial services will be sanitizing throughout the school day, as well as their general
cleaning each evening to help stop the spread of COVID-19 to the best of our ability.

Other Preventative Measures being put in place: (some of this may be redundant)

● Cleaning/Disinfecting Measures:

o Each school bus will be disinfected after the morning route.
o Classrooms will be disinfected each night and throughout the school day.
o Commonly touched surfaces will be disinfected nightly and/or multiple times

during the school day.
o Removing alternative student seating that cannot be disinfected/cleaned properly
o ESSER/APR ESSER funds are utilized for mitigation strategies due to COVID.

These funds have helped purchase additional cleaning supplies, hand sanitizer,
paper products, air purification systems for classrooms, etc..

o Air quality has been improved by adding air purification systems in all
areas/classrooms. Air ventilation will continue to be stressed to teachers
throughout the school year.

● Personnel Hygiene Measures:

o Frequent (scheduled) hand washing with students
o Frequent reminders of proper respiratory etiquette (i.e. sneezing into your elbow

and covering your mouth with a tissue.)
o Hand sanitizer dispensers in each classroom and throughout buildings
o Limiting the number of students allowed at one time in certain areas
o Removing unnecessary furniture from classrooms to allow more room for spacing

students out



o Staggering and Scheduling lunch times/places to reduce the number of students
in the cafeteria at one time.

Periodic Review Process & Public Comment

● The District will review and revise this plan each June and December through
September of 2023.

● This plan will be posted, and kept on our district website for public viewing.
● Public input from students, parents, community members, faculty, staff and school

leaders will be requested before each revision period.
● Public comment is essential to our district and is encouraged through open board

meetings, e-mails, making direct contact with administrators, and participation in district
surveys.

● If revisions are made to the plan, a text message will be sent to parents notifying that
changes have been made to the plan and that the revised plan can be viewed on our
website. 

● Upon request, this SRCSP Plan will be made available in your native language or to
stakeholders who employ the oral tradition. Please contact the Maries R-I School District
by email (tmessersmith@viennaeagles.org) or by phone (573-422-3304) to make this
request.

● Please understand that dealing with COVID-19 is a very fluid situation and changes
almost daily. The safety of our students and staff is our number one priority.  Should you
have any questions please do not hesitate to contact your Building Principal or District
Administrator and we will do our very best to answer your question.

This plan is last revised in June 2022. To make a suggestion or comment about this plan, please
email Mrs. Messersmith, Maries R-I Superintendent at tmessersmith@viennaeagles.org.

mailto:tmessersmith@viennaeagles.org

