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Introduction 

Welcome to the Vienna High School and Middle School Athletics/Activities Programs. On 

behalf of the Board of Education, Administrators, Teachers, Coaches, and Staff we would 

like to wish you good luck and success in all your extra-curricular endeavors. Always 

remember you are representing your team, school and community in addition to yourself. If 

you have any questions that are not answered in this handbook, please contact your head 

coach or athletic director. 

 

Vienna High School's athletic/activity programs are subject to and governed by the rules, 

regulations, and bylaws of the Missouri High School Activities Association (MSHSAA). 

Students are also governed by the student handbook and its guidelines. Violations will result 

in various disciplinary actions including restriction or suspension. Restriction includes extra 

conditioning at practices or restriction from practices or events. Suspension may range in 

length from one contest to the remainder of the students high school eligibility. 

 

Any incidents which occur that are not covered by the guidelines set forth in the Vienna Eagles 

Athletic Code will be reviewed on an individual basis and decisions related to penalties will be 

made jointly by the school administration and head coach. This is a year around commitment.  
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Academic Standards 

Minimum eligibility requirements for each semester of participation are determined by the 

MSHSAA bylaws. MSHSAA requires that a student athlete earn 3 units of credit in courses that 

met the previous semester to be eligible for the current semester. 

Harassment or Hazing 

Harassment or hazing is unwanted behaviors that interfere with the task at hand and creates an 

atmosphere of intimidation. Therefore, harassment or hazing of any nature will not be tolerated. 

When such behavior is brought to the attention of the coach, it will be directed to the building 

principal and may result in possible dismissal from the team and/or suspension from school. 

Attendance 

Attendance at school, practice, and games/events is mandatory. Unexcused absences will 

result in extra conditioning, restrictions, or suspensions. Students who are absent will not be 

eligible to practice or play in a game on that day unless the absence was cleared in advance by 

the principal. 

Insurance and Physicals 

A student athlete may not practice until the school has a physician's certificate on file stating that 

he/she is physically able to participate in athletic competition for the school. This must be signed 

by the student, student's parent/guardian and the physician. 

A student shall not be permitted to practice or compete for the school until it has verification on 

file that he/she has basic athletic insurance coverage. 
 
Transportation 

All students are expected to travel using the mode of transportation arranged by the school 

for out-of-town games/events. Circumstances may arise when it is necessary for 

parents/guardians to request alternate arrangements. When this occurs, the 

parents/guardians must contact the administration (Athletic Director or Principal) in person 

or by phone to explain the details of the alternative transportation arrangements in order to 

receive prior approval. In emergencies the coaches will use their discretion and best 

judgment in approving requests for alternative transportation arrangements.  Parents must 

send a note in with their child stating who their child will ride back with from a contest. 

Please leave a contact number and sign the note 

Equipment/Uniforms 

Team uniforms and athletic equipment that is lost, stolen, or damaged is the responsibility of 
the student athlete. 
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Code of Conduct 

Students are expected to adhere to an exemplary code of conduct. Failure to abide by the rules 

of the student handbook will result in penalties. Students are expected to show respect to all they 

come in contact with, both in school and when representing the school at home or away. 

Unsportsmanlike Conduct 

Conduct, which results in ejection from a game or contest, will result in a minimum of one 

game suspension (MSHSAA rule). Athletes, who in the judgment of the coaching staff 

and/or the administration have conducted themselves in an unsportsmanlike manner, 

whether or not they have been ejected from a contest, may also incur penalties which may 

range from restriction to permanent suspension depending upon the severity and frequency 

of the conduct. 

 

Maries R-1 Standards 

The Maries R-1 School District’s activity/athletic programs is an integral part of the 

educational process. It is designed to help those who participate to develop skills beyond the 

ordinary. In addition, it is recognized that as representatives of the school, co-curricular 

participants will be an example by which the school will be judged. 

It is, therefore, incumbent upon every participant to discipline him/herself in the following 

rules of conduct: 

 

1. A participant suspended from school will be subject to disciplinary action as 

recommended by the sponsor of the event and the principal. During the suspension the 

participant will not be allowed to participate in any scheduled activity. The period of 

time will depend upon the nature of the suspension. Other action may also be 

recommended by the sponsor and the principal. 

2. A participant with excessive office referrals will be counseled by the principal as to his 

eligibility if other violations occur. This conduct may affect the participants citizenship 

standards set forth by Maries R-1 and MSHSAA. 

3. A participant being removed from any activity for disciplinary reasons will be brought 

under advisement of the athletic director (athletic activities only), sponsor in charge 

and building principal; appropriate action will be taken which may result in exclusion 

from other activities. 

4. A participant must meet the academic eligibility standard established by MSHSAA to be 

eligible to participate in any co-curricular activity. In addition, the district will abide by all 

rules and regulations controlling competition established by MSHSAA for its sanctioned 

activities. 



5/10 

 

5. Any student partaking in the use of or in the possession of alcoholic beverages and/or 

illegal drugs, will be considered in violation of the citizenship standard.  Verification 

of the above facts will be made by either the proper legal authorities, a member of the 

coaching staff, or the school administration.   

 

If an athlete violated this regulation his/her violation will be reviewed by the head coach, 

athletic director and the principal. 

Following the review, the athlete and his/her parents will be notified of the decision. 

1st Offense: The athlete will be suspended for a minimum 10% game/events suspension. 

The athlete may be required to practice during this suspension. Suspension from next activity or 

contest is a minimum. Individual coaches may have more severe repercussions. 

2nd Offense: The athlete will be suspended for a minimum 50% game/events suspension. 

The athlete may be required to practice during this suspension. Suspension from next activity or 

contest is a minimum Individual coaches may have more severe repercussions. 

3rd Offense: The athlete will be suspended from participation in any sports/events for 365 

days from the date of the infraction. 

 

Students may not participate in another extracurricular activities until the disciplinary action is 

completed. 

Anytime a student is enrolled in the Maries R-1 School District, the penalty for any offense shall 

be enforced during the next activity season in which they participate. These penalties shall be 

cumulative beginning with the students enrolling in high school and continue during their 

high school career. 
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2.2 CITIZENSHIP REQUIREMENTS 

 

2.2.1 Citizenship: Students who represent a school in interscholastic activities must be 

creditable citizens and judged so by the proper authority. Those students whose character or 

conduct is such as to reflect discredit upon themselves or their schools are not considered 

“creditable citizens.” Conduct shall be satisfactory in accord with the standards of good 

discipline. 

 

2.2.2 Law Enforcement: 

a. A student who commits an act for which charges may be or have been filed by law 

enforcement authorities under any municipal ordinance, misdemeanor or felony statute shall not 

be eligible until all proceedings with the legal system have been concluded and any penalty (i.e. 

jail time, fine, court costs, etc.) or special condition of probation (i.e. restitution, community 

service, counseling, etc.) has been satisfied. If law enforcement authorities determine that 

charges will not be filed, eligibility will be contingent upon local school policies. 

b. After a student has completed all court appearances and penalties, and has satisfied all special 

conditions of probation and remains under general probation only, local school authorities shall 

determine eligibility. 

c. Moving traffic offenses shall not affect eligibility, unless they involve drugs, alcohol, or 

injuries to others. (Editor’s Note: If a traffic offense is accompanied by an act covered in letter a 

above, such as property damage, bench warrant, etc., eligibility will be delayed per letter a.) 

 

2.2.3 Local School: 

a. A student who violates a local school policy is ineligible until completion of the prescribed 

school penalties. 

b. The eligibility of a student who is serving detention or in-school suspension shall be 

determined by local school authorities. 

c. A student shall not be considered eligible while serving an out-of-school suspension. 

d. If a student misses class(es) without being excused by the principal, the student shall not be 

considered eligible on that date. Further, the student cannot be certified eligible to participate on 

any subsequent date until the student attends a full day of classes. 

e. Each individual school has the authority to set more restrictive citizenship standards and shall 

have the authority and responsibility to judge its students under those standards. 

f. Each school shall diligently and completely investigate any issue that could affect student 

eligibility. 

 

2.2.4 Expulsion: A student who is expelled from school because of disciplinary measures shall 

not be considered eligible for 365 days from the date of expulsion. An expulsion is prompt 

removal of a student from school following the conduct for which the student is under discipline, 

whereby the student is not allowed to return to school until either an appeals process reinstates 

the student or the duration is fulfilled. However, this period of ineligibility shall not apply to any 

student expulsion for conduct otherwise protected by law which does not materially and 

substantially interfere with the requirements of appropriate discipline in the operation of a 

school. 
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2.2.5 Student Responsibility: Each student is responsible to notify the school of any and all 

incidents that would affect his/her eligibility under the above standards within seventy-two (72) 

hours of the incident. If an incident occurs out of season (Summer Break, Holiday Breaks, etc.) 

the student shall email the Athletic Director or the Building Principal. The email addresses can 

be found on the schools website. If the student does not notify the school of the incident prior to 

the school’s discovery, then the student shall be ineligible for up to 365 days from discovery. 

 

Sportsmanship 

If you should commit an unsportsmanlike act while participating in an event, you could become 

ineligible. Spectators need to respect all coaches, officials and players. Direct negative and/or 

damaging comments will result in being removed from the event. If your conduct as a spectator is 

found to be unsportsmanlike, you could be barred from attending any future high school contests. 

The unsportsmanlike conduct of any spectator -- regardless of age -- could cause that 

spectator to be barred. 

 

Parent/Coach Relationship 

Both parenting and coaching are extremely difficult vocations.  By establishing an 

understanding of each position, we are better able to accept the actions of the othe r and 

provide a greater benefit to students.  When your child becomes involved in our 

program, you, as a parent, have a right to understand what expectations are placed on 

your child.  This begins with clear communication from the coach of your child’s 

program. 

Communications You Should Expect From a Coach 

1. Location and times of all practices and contests. 

2. Team requirements, i.e. practices, special equipment, game day attire, off-season 

conditioning. 

3. Procedure should your child be injured during participation. 

4. Discipline that resulted in the denial of your child's participation. 

Communication Coaches Expect From Parents 

 

1. Notification of any schedule conflicts well in advance. 

2. Injuries. 

3. Family Emergencies.  

As your child becomes involved in extracurricular programs at Vienna Middle/High School, 

they will experience some of the most rewarding moments of their lives. It is important to 

understand that there also may be times when things do not go the way you or your child 

wishes. At these times discussion with the coach is encouraged. 
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ISSUES NOT APPROPRIATE TO DISCUSS WITH COACHES 

It is very difficult to accept your child not playing/participating as much as you may hope. 

Coaches are professionals. They make judgment decisions based on what they believe to be the 

best for all students involved. As you have seen from the list above, certain things can be and 

should be discussed with your child's coach. One thing that will not be discussed with a coach is 

someone else’s child. 

If You Have a Concern to Discuss With a Coach 

There are situations that may require a conference between the player, coach, parent and 

administration.  These are encouraged.  It is important that all parties involved have a clear 

understanding of the other’s position.  When these conferences are necessary, the following 

procedure should be followed to help promote a resolution to the issue of concern.             

Contact the Building Principal or the Athletic Director. Do not contact the coach to set up a 

meeting. You can email the Athletic Director/Principal or call the school at 573-422-3363 to 

request a meeting.  

Please do not attempt to confront a coach before, during, or after a game or practice.  These 

can be emotional times for both the parent and the coach. Confronting a coach without 

following the above protocol could result in being suspended during the contest/event and 

suspended from future events. 

 

Since research indicates that a student involved in extra-curricular activities has a greater chance 

of success during adulthood, these programs have been established.  Many of the character traits 

required to be successful participants are exactly those that will promote a successful life after 

high school.  We hope the information provided within this handbook will allow you and your 

son or daughter to have an enjoyable and less stressful experience in the Vienna High School and 

Jr. High Athletic Program. 

 

Grade Checks 

Grades are checked every two weeks. If your child’s grade is an “F”, then your child will receive 

a “Pink Slip.” Your child is then put on academic probation. You then have two weeks to get the 

grade up. If it is not up after two weeks, then you are ineligible to participate in any 

extracurricular activity until the grade is a 60% or above. 
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Due Process 

 

Students will have knowledge of all charges against them and have the opportunity to express 

their side of any incident in which they may be involved.  

 

Note: The Vienna administration is not constrained *nor limited* by this handbook. This 

handbook list possible consequences for the most probable situations. The administration may 

adjust according to unique circumstances.  School Law and court precedence gives the building 

administrator wide latitude to ensure the safety of and the preservation of the school 

environment.  This applies to parents and patrons as well as students.  

 

Athletic Policy 

Prior to each year of interscholastic activity, all students involved in extracurricular activities are 

required to turn in an extracurricular policy signed by the student and parent/guardian.  This 

policy is a signed statement thereby agreeing to the eligibility guidelines. 
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STUDENT ATHLETE/ACTIVITY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

I hereby state that I have read and understand the Vienna Eagles Athletic/Activity Code. I promise 

to adhere to the athletic/activity code guidelines at all times for the welfare of my team and myself. 

Student Name (Print): ______________________________ 

Student Signature: __________________________________      Date: _______________ 

PARENT/GUARDIAN CONSENT 

Parents need to be informed of our procedures and athletic standards. Your signature below 

indicates that you have read and understand the Vienna Eagles Athletic/Activity Code. Also, 

your signature gives your son/daughter permission to participate in Vienna High School 

Athletic/Activity Programs. 

Parent and/or Guardian (Print): ____________________________ 

Parent and/or Guardian Signature: __________________________ Date: ___________ 


