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I am writing this article to inform our community that Shattuck Schools will be running a 
transportation bond on May 14, 2019 to replace two 53 passenger route buses and add an 
additional 14 passenger bus.  We would sell 3 of 4 of our current route buses and keep one as a 
spare.  This letter is intended to provide clear information about our current bonds as well as the 
school district’s need for safe transportation.  Our number one goal at Shattuck Schools is to 
provide safety to all our students and there is nothing more important than safe transportation. 

The need for new route buses is a safety issue as well as an economic decision.  We 
currently have 4 route buses two that we use daily and two that are spares.  Last year we spent 
approximately $13,835 on repairs on our route buses alone.  We run two routes daily and each 
route averages about 29 miles per day on dirt roads and an average of about 82 miles per day 
including highway miles.  Although breakdowns on any vehicle can happen, new or used, we 
have seen an increase on breakdowns the past three years.  Our current 4 yellow route buses 
consist of two 2005 models with an average of 115,000 miles which are used as spares and two 
2012 models with an average of 78,000 miles that are used daily. 

The addition of a smaller 14 passenger bus will allow us to be more efficient when 
transporting smaller groups as well as being able to provide a driver for the bus.  The 
requirements needed to drive the 14 passenger bus is much more attainable compared to the 
yellow route buses and even larger activity buses.  There are times when we are short on drivers 
and we have to utilize two suburbans and two drivers to replace a bus. Our academic, speech, 
and FFA departments often use two vehicles to transport students.  The addition of this smaller 
bus will meet the needs of many of these trips and provide safe travel. 

In 2012, Shattuck passed the bond for the middle school, cafeteria, and gymnasium, 
which raised the sinking fund millage to 32.95 mills.  Our sinking fund mills are currently at 
28.47 mills.  The reduction in sinking fund mills is due to an increase in our district valuation.  A 
larger tax base and growth in the district results in lower mills, therefore lowering taxes. 
Essentially the more entities paying into our district taxes the less everyone has to pay. 

Therefore, due to our growth, we will be able to run this bond without exceeding the 
32.95 mils that our community approved in 2012.  The bond will be a $250,000 bond for three 
years.  The average taxpayer’s increase will be under $1.50 per month.  It is important to our 
district to be able to pass this bond so that we can maintain programs already intact, reduce class 
sizes by being able to add teachers, and purchase safe transportation as we have in the past with a 
bond.  The support of our community on this topic is greatly appreciated as well as needed to 
continue the excellence that has been established in Shattuck. 

If you have any questions I would be more than happy to sit down with you and research 
how this will affect you personally and share the benefits for our school in more detail.  You are 
welcome to call the High School office or stop by and visit anytime. 

 
Sincerely, 
Tyson Bullard, Superintendent 

 


