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A note from the author:

I’m a veteran and a former high school teacher. 

When I was a teacher, it bothered me that none of the students, other teachers or administrators 
made note of it on Veterans Day.

The goal of TN History for Kids’ “Tennessee Education Force” program to remind everyone that 
there are veterans working in public schools and with public school students. These veterans 
aren’t necessarily in charge, but that doesn’t make them less important. The fourth-grade teacher 
might have been in the Marines. The culinary arts aide might have cooked in the Navy. The nurse 
in the clinic might have been a medic in the Army.

And the custodian might have served a 
tour in Vietnam.

If we are going to acknowledge Veterans 
Day, we need to at least recognize these 
people. 

I hope that these stories of veterans 
inspire students to be better citizens.

“History” Bill Carey,
Founder, TN History for Kids
U.S. Naval Flight Officer, 1987-1992
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Rob Achee remembers the year he enlisted in the Navy. 
“My wife had twins in December and I shipped out in 
March,” he says. 

He spent four years in the Navy, most of it as a sailor on the 
USS Emory Land, delivered supplies, mail and people to 
submarines and fixed submarine equipment when it broke 
down. Achee worked in the ship’s print shop. 

“We printed the plan of the day, duty rosters, change of 
command—that sort of thing,” he says. Today he is the 
custodian at Crockett County High School. 

Lynn 
Adams is proud to say she was the first 
female active duty soldier in the U.S. 
Army’s 257th Signal Battalion in 1986 . 
She was a “microwave radio 
technician” – a job that required her to 
keep radios operating. “Some of them 
were on mountaintops that were only 
accessible by helicopter,” she says. 

Today she works as a teacher’s 
assistant in special education at Oak 
Grove Elementary School in 
Marshall County. 
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It’s hard to scare Jason Arant, the school resources officer at Westview High School in 
Weakley County. When he was in the U.S. Air Force between 1993 and 1997, he was a 
munitions system specialist. 

“I worked with bombs and missiles to include storing, inspecting, transporting and building 
them.” 

Arant’s home base was in Florida, but his unit was deployed to 
Saudi Arabia twice. 

Ed Baker originally signed onto the military to “help pay for 
college.” That was 28 years ago, and today he is a Lieutenant 
Colonel in the Tennessee Air National Guard (when he isn’t 
teaching math or coaching basketball at Westview High School 
in Weakley County). 

He says that over the years he has been in logistics, public 
affairs and intelligence. “I currently serve as director of 
operations for an intelligence support squadron,” he says. 
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Mike Barker grew up 
listening to his grandfather’s 
stories about when he had 
been a Marine in the Korean 
War. “All I ever wanted to be 
was a Marine, like Grandpa,” 
says Barker, now a 7th grade 
science teacher at 
Lewisburg Middle School 
in Marshall County. 

And what did Barker do in 
the Marines? Among other 
things, he drove trucks. “I 
also went to Iraq two times 
and went to help at the 
Pentagon on September 12.”
 

Colin Beatty is a Spanish teacher at Marshall County High School and one of the few teachers 
in Tennessee who attended the Defense Language Institute in Monterey, California (one of the 
most beautiful places on the planet, by the way). He was in the U.S. Army from 1987 until 1996 
and worked as an interrogator/linguist/strategic debriefer (how’s that for a long job title?) Beatty 
spent several years in Korea and was in Panama during Operation Just Cause in 1989-1990.

Principals have to do all sorts of 
things, but that doesn’t scare Patrick 
Boyd, principal of Woodland Middle 
School in Williamson County. After 
all, check out the list of things he used 
to be when he was an officer in the 
U.S. Army. “I jumped out of 
airplanes, led basic training, drove 
tanks, fired mortars, and served as a 
supply officer,” says Boyd. 

“Most of my time on active duty was 
spent as a tank platoon leader, 
commanding my tank as well as 
leading three others in my platoon.”  
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Today, Justin Blue teaches 8th grade science at 
Cheatham Middle School. He used to be in the U.S. 
Army, in the 101st Airborne Division, where he did a 
full deployment to Afghanistan. 

“I was a forward observer,” he says. “It was my job to 
go out with the infantry/
scouts to call in indirect 
fire, such as artillery, 
mortars, helicopters and 
jets.” 

Joseph Brown is a PE 
teacher and athletic 
director at Fairview 
Middle School in 
Williamson County. 
Between 2003 and 2006, he was in the Air Force, working in 
security forces. “My primary job was to protect the base and the 
planes on the base,” he says. 

Timothy Brown joined the U.S. Army through his university’s 
ROTC program. “They paid for my last two years of college,” he 

explains. He was a communications officer for nearly a 
decade, from 1983 to 1992. Notably, he helped American 
troops communicate with British troops during the Desert 
Storm conflict in 1991. 
Today he is the interim 
assistant principal at 
Centennial High School in 
Williamson County. 

When Woody Burton was 
in high school, he had 
already decided to enlist in 
the army. “My father was a 
career soldier and retired as 
a First Sergeant,” he says. 
“As I approached high 
school graduation, the only 
question was ‘what will you 
do after your enlistment?’” 

Burton spent three years in the army, mainly as a supply specialist. “It was my job to make sure 
that they had all the parts they needed to make sure the trucks could drive and the rocket 
launchers could fire.” Today he is Special Education Director for Dickson County Schools. 
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Bruce Carlisle enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1973, when 
the Vietnam War was still going on. “I wanted to trade 
service to my country for a vocation, plus I knew that 
the GI Bill would pay for a college education,” he says. 

Carlisle spent most of his 
four years in the service 
working in a Navy 
Hospital, helping sick 
people and doing 
administrative work. “I 
also worked with the 
Marine Corp in a field 
hospital and as a 
mountaineering 
instructor, teaching 
survival and military 
tactics,” he says. 

He uses some of these survival tactics today as the ISS teacher at E.W. Grove High School in 
Henry County.

Kaila Carter, who teaches physical education at Nolensville Elementary School in Williamson 
County, used to lift bombs for a living. 

“I didn’t know what I wanted to study 
when I came out of high school and I 
didn’t want to waste my parents’ money,” 
she says. 

“So I enlisted in 
the air force, 
and I loaded 
bombs and 
missiles on 
F-16 fighter 
jets.” 
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Stephani Carter operated heavy equipment in the 
U.S. Army from 1999 until 2001. “The coolest piece 
of equipment that I got to operate was a crane that 
could lift up to 35 to 40 tons,” she says. “We used it 
to load the equipment the military needed on to the 
ship, such as Humvees and military vans.” 

Carter is now a teacher’s aide at Northside 
Elementary School in Hardin County. 

Charles Catalfu spent 21 
years in the U.S. Army and 
eventually reached the rank of 
Master Sergeant.  “I was an 
instructor,” he says. “I taught 
other soldiers how to be 
leaders and perform as 
leaders.” 

Today he is a teacher’s 
assistant at WarrenCounty 
High School. 

Adam Christopher spent 24 
years in the Navy, first in the 
enlisted ranks and then as an 
officer. He spent most of his 
time as an enlisted sailor on 
board ship, working on the 

propulsion systems, and most of his time as an officer building and maintaining U.S. Navy 
facilities all around the world. Today he is director of the maintenance department for 
Williamson County Schools.
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About 20 years ago, a friend 
of David Clayton’s told him 
he was going to enlist in the 
military. However, “I joined 
and he backed out,” he says 
today. 

Clayton spent five years in 
the Marine infantry. “My unit 
was called 3rd LAR (Light 
Armored Reconnaissance), 
and we were stationed in 29 
Palms, California,” he 
explains. “I was a scout, so I 
was the guy that set up 
security for mobile, 
lightweight tanks. We got to 
do a lot of pretty cool stuff.” 

Today Clayton is a teacher 
and coach at Scotts Hill High 
School in Henderson County.

Gwen Jones Coleman was in the U.S. Air 
Force from 1977 until 1981, and for much of 
that time got to play 
with a dog—well, work 
with a dog. 

“I was a military 
working dog handler (a 
police woman with a 
dog),” she says. She 
served in Texas, Alaska 
and Delaware – 
carrying out a family 
tradition. “My dad, 
sister, brother, father-
in-law, brother-in-law, 
niece and husband all 
served in the Air 
Force,” she says. 

Today she is a substitute school nurse and 
teacher in Weakley County Schools. 
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Jennifer Corder spent four years as 
a Signal Corps telecommunications 
operator in the U.S. Army. 

“I was stationed in Belgium for three 
of the four years working at NATO 
Headquarters and I loved every 
minute of it,” she says. 

“My job was to collect and 
deliver top secret messages to 
Generals and other military 
personnel from other countries 
that worked at NATO 
Headquarters.  I worked deep 
inside a mountain at Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Powers 
Europe.” 

Today she is a PreK teacher at 
West Elementary School in 
Hamblen County. 

John Cornelius was a member 
of a tank crew in the U.S. Marine Corps between 
1981 and 1985. As such, he saw action in the invasion 
of the Caribbean island nation of Grenada (known as 
Operation Urgent Fury) and in Beirut, Lebanon. 

“I was a crewman and crew chief 
on an armored tank that carried 
troops off of a ship, swam to 
shore, and continued on as an 
armored personnel carrier in 
amphibious assaults,” he said.  

Today he is the security officer at 
the campus of Johnson County 
Middle and High Schools.
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John Daniels was in the U.S. Marine Corps for 28 years and 
retired with the rank of Master Gunnery Sergeant (the 
highest enlisted rank in the corps). He was stationed all over 
the world at various times during his career and specialized 
in communications. 

“I had to know all about radios, phones, computers, and 
satellites,” he says. “I was a communications chief while 
serving in Iraq during Operation Iraqi Freedom.” 

He says his military experience actually started in high 
school. “Junior ROTC had a huge impact on me,” he says. 
“Many of my friends joined together on the buddy program 
and served together. All these years later, we still meet 
together for reunions and talk about old times.” 

Today Daniels teaches Junior ROTC at Daniel Boone High 
School in Washington County.

The students in Bill DePietro’s third 
grade class at Pearre Creek 
Elementary School in Williamson 
County might as well not complain to 
their teacher about minor things, 
because he went to Jungle Warfare 
School in Panama when he was in the 
U.S. Marine Corps. “I was in the 
infantry,” DePietro says. “I carried a 
rifle and learned how to fight in 
different kinds of environments.” 

Why did Corporal DePietro enlist in 
the Marines? “I quit college when I 
was 20 years old and my dad told me I 
could not live at home anymore. I 
figured the best place to grow up was 
the military.” 

And what’s it like to teach third 
graders after being in the Marines? 
“Working with Marines and third 
graders is not that different. Marines 
tend to be a little more dangerous and 
they like to eat the crayons.”
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Phil Devine spent 27 years as a Seabee in the 
U.S. Navy. 

“I knew what a Seabee was from TV and the 
movies, and I had a job as an electrician, and 
after I got laid off, I enlisted in the U.S. Navy 
as a construction electrician,” he says. 

“Most of my career was doing construction 
work in support of disaster recovery, 
humanitarian efforts, and combat support 
operations.  I was involved in supplying 
generator power to schools, so they could open 
after Hurricane Andrew damaged them in 
Florida, building refugee camps for thousands 
of Hattian and Cuban migrants in Cuba, and 
doing construction support for combat 
operations around the world in places like in 
Bosnia, Iraq and Afghanistan.” 

Today Devine is the assistant maintenance 
director for Williamson County Schools.

Jessica Donnerstag is the speech language 
pathologist for Dickson County Schools, but 
she used to speak the 
language of aircraft 
parts for the Air 
National Guard. 

“When airplanes 
needed parts in order 
to fly, I found the 
quickest way to get 
them on site so the 
planes could complete 
their missions,” she 
says. 

During her 12 years 
in the Guard, Donnerstag was deployed several 
times to places such as Afghanistan and the 
United Arab Emirates (look it up a map).
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It wouldn’t occur to most people that the U.S. Air Force even has 
official photographers, but it does. Stacie Dougherty, a fifth-grade 
teacher at Amherst Elementary School in Knox County, used to be 
one of them. 

“I felt called to serve when I watched our country being attacked on 
9/11 from my high school classroom,” she says. “I wanted and 
needed to do something bigger.” 

While in the Air Force, Dougherty says she “saw many things and 
met many amazing people. I was even stationed in South Korea and 
the United Kingdom, where I worked side by side with the 
Republic of Korea Air Force and the Royal [British] Air Force.”

Keith Eason spent 27 years in the 
U.S. Air Force – 12 as an enlisted 
man and 15 as an officer. Since 
you have to have a college degree 
to become an officer, he mostly 
got his degree at night school. 

“I went to various night schools all 
over the world—from the 
Philippines to Texas,” he says. “It 
took me quite a while.” 

Eason’s specialty was in the area 
of communications, and he 
eventually rose to the rank of 
major. Today he is the technology 
director for Crockett County 
Schools.  
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Christy Esposito used to be a rocket scientist… sort of. She was a 
missile systems technician in the U.S. Air Force. “I worked on 
missiles that went from airplanes to a target,” she says. “That’s kind 
of like being a rocket scientist!” 

She says that she joined the Air Force mainly to get an education 
without having to build up student loans. “My grades in high school 
weren’t great, but I wanted to leave home, and the Air Force made 
that possible for me.” 

Today, she works at an early childhood teaching assistant at Oak 
View Elementary School in Williamson County.

Michael Fletcher is a decorated military veteran and a former 
member of the U.S. Army’s 82nd Airborne squadron. In 1994, he 

was badly injured when he tried to help some of his friends and colleagues escape from a fire 
caused by a crash between two planes on a runway at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 

Today Fletcher is the director of Safety and Security for 
Williamson County Schools
Sandy Galloway is a reading and intervention teacher in 
Hawkins County Schools who was in the army from 1983 to 
1986. 
Her specialty was weapons. 

“My job was to issue 
weapons, masks, and 
ammunition,” she says. 
She spent most of her 
time at Fort 
McClellan, Alabama, 
and in South Korea. 
Many years ago, 
Tammy Gardner’s 
great grandmother told her to “Join the army and see 
the world.” Much to the dismay of her parents, 
Tammy Gardner went to see the recruiter the next day. 
“I was an administration specialist, which means that 
I did a lot of paperwork, but I had some exciting 
assignments,” she says, listing the White House, 
Pentagon, Hawaii and Korea. “I even got to be a drill 
sergeant.” She spent 21 years in the army and now 
teaches at the Tennessee School for the Blind in 
Nashville. 
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Kevin Goddard once asked a military recruiter for a pen, and that changed his life. 
“He told me about how the military would help pay back student loans, and the rest is history,” 
he says. Goddard, who is now a Student Support Services teacher at Fairview Middle School in 
Williamson County, spent three years in the U.S. Army as a mobile communications officer.

Thomas Gowan “wanted to work and fly on 
helicopters.” So after he graduated from high 
school in 1978, he enlisted in the army. 
He got what he wanted and spent his 20-year 
career in the U.S. Army as a helicopter 
mechanic, crew chief, flight engineer and 
instructor. “I also test flew them after they 
were worked on,” he says. 
Today he is a school bus driver in 
Williamson County.

Christine Gupton’s U.S. 
Army career started with an 
“easy A” in a college course, 
or so she claims. “I took an 
Army ROTC class in college 
called ‘Basic Rifle 
Markmanship’ for a fun, easy 
grade,” she says. “I enjoyed 
the course and was offered an 
opportunity to compete for a 
scholarship, and I never looked 
back.” 

Gupton eventually rose to the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 
While she was in the army, she 
led air defense missile systems 
and communication units. 

Today she is a teacher and 
assistant principal at 
Renaissance High School.
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Joey Harold enlisted because he “wanted to see the world.” 

He spent 22 years in the Marines (from 1981-2003), reached the rank of Master Sergeant, and 
summarized his career thusly: “It started at Parris Island, South Carolina, getting dirty, firing 
weapons, getting strong with physical training and learning the history of Marines. I then trained 
in communications—field radios, electronics, satellite technology. I’ve traveled and seen many 
places around the country and overseas. Japan is a very beautiful country. I then trained as a 
recruiter helping others looking for the same challenge and direction I found.” 

Today Harold is an 8th grade science teacher at White 
County Middle School. 
Michael Hamilton was a combat engineer from 2002 to 
2005, and some of what he did in the U.S. Army sounds 
pretty scary. 
“I was a platoon leader, and most of the time my platoon was 
crawling into bunkers to find out what was left of the enemy’s 
weapons and then blowing them up in a big pit in the desert,” 
he says. “We also spent a lot of time in the city of Mosul 
[Iraq] searching for IEDs [improvised explosive devices], to 
dispose of them.” 

When other army units found IED’s, they called Hamilton’s 
platoon to get rid of them. “There were quite a few scary 
convoys and a few explosions, too,” he says. 

Today Hamilton teaches Algebra at Portland High School in 
Sumner County.

Terrence Haynes was in the U.S. Army for four years (1987-91) after he graduated from 
college.  His job was making military maps. 
“During Desert Storm, we made maps that were 

used by commanders 
for planning the war 
and charts that were 
used by fighter 
pilots,” he says. 

Today he teaches 
sixth grade social 
studies at Kingsbury 
Middle School in 
Shelby County.
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Laura Hebert was a “technical draftsperson” in the U.S. 
Army Reserves for nine years, which means she “helped 
build roads for the infantry and drove 5-ton trucks,” she 

says. 

She spent most of her time 
in Hawaii, and did get to 
see a lot of the Middle East 
during the Desert Storm 
conflict. 

Today she is a guidance 
counselor at Seymour 
Primary School in Sevier 
County.

Brad Hennessee served about 14 
years in the military, most of it in 
the Navy. He was a crypto-
technician (how’s that for a 
vocabulary word?) for about 3 
years, and spent much of his time in 
Kuwait and Iraq between 1990 and 
1993. 

Hennessee then became a navy 
police officer for four years at a 
base in Virginia. Having had 
enough of the Navy, he then shifted 
over to the Army reserves and got 
sent to Iraq in 2003.

Today Hennessee is the SRO 
supervisor for Warren County 
Schools.

Marsha Hellstorm used to be a second-class petty officer in the Navy, where her job at the 
Naval Submarine Training Center in Hawaii required her to train sailors how to do their jobs on 
submarines. Today she is the SRO at Renaissance High School in Williamson County. 
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In 1970, during the Vietnam War, 
Julius Hill was drafted into the 
U.S. Army and spent about two 
years as a medical records 
specialist. 

“I was responsible for making 
sure all medical documents such 
as medical tests, medications, and 
operations were recorded,” he 
says. “I also served on a review 
board called the Erroneous 
Enlistment and Induction Board.” 

Today Hill is a para professional 
at Nashville’s H.G. Hill Middle 
School. 

Carl Hirschel was a force support officer in the U.S. Air Force. 

“My job was to care for military members,” he says. “I ran lodging facilities, fitness centers, 
mortuaries, childcare centers, 
bowling alleys, auto hobby 
shops, personnel flights and 
many other things that improved 
the lives of Airmen and 
their families.” 

Today he teaches Air Force 
Junior ROTC at Coffee County 
Central High School. 

Dee House works in the 
transportation department of 
Weakley County Schools, and 
he’s been working with trucks 
and buses for a long time. 
Between 1975 and 1978 he was 
in the U.S. Army, where he 
drove trucks and trained others 
to do the same. 
“I wanted to serve my country 
and I liked the idea of the GI 
benefits,” House says.  
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Connie Howard is a U.S. Navy reservist, which 
means she’s in the Navy part-time. Her military 
job is “intelligence analyzer,” which is hard to 
explain and sort of a secret job anyway. 

Unlike most of the folks on this list, Howard 
actually became a teacher before she joined the 
military. “I used to teach high school, and my 
students asked me if there was something that I 
wish I’d done that I hadn’t done,” she says. “I told 
them that I’d always planned to enlist in the 
military.’ Their reply was, ‘Why don’t you now? 
What is stopping you?’ The next week I talked to 
a recruiter and enlisted.” 

Today, her “other” job is teaching 8th grade math 
at Hixon Middle School in Hamilton County.

A long time ago, 
Fonda Hughes’ 
brother said she 
“couldn’t” join the 
military. “So, to 
prove him wrong, I 
enlisted for 8 years,” 
she says. “I liked it 
so much I stayed 
until retirement.” 

Hughes’ official qualification was in combat engineering, but she 
did all sort of things while in the service—such as supply clerk and 
command inspection officer. Hughes did two full deployments to 
Iraq—in 2003 and 2009. 

Today Fonda Hughes is now an instructional assistant at Athens 
Middle School in McMinn County. 
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Mark Humphrey wears a lot of hats at Johnson 
County Middle School (science teacher, social 
studies teacher, softball coach, assistant football 
coach). He used to wear a different hat in the 
U.S. Army. 

“I was a squad leader and convoy commander 
for the 10th Transportation Company,” he says. 

Humphrey was sent to Kuwait and Iraq during 
Operations Desert Shield and Storm in 1991.

John Ingle spent 20 years in the U.S. Air Force and is 
now a second-grade teacher at Bowers Elementary 
School in Roane County. He had lots of interesting jobs, 
including one where he monitored space satellites! 

Phillip Jacobs was a soldier in the U.S. Army, and his 
specialty was “electronics warfare.” As he explains: “I 
maintained electronics for a variety of helicopters, 
which included radar and jamming programs.” 

Today he teaches fifth grade at Carter Elementary 
School in Knox County. 

Connie Janes used to do 
paperwork (a lot of it) as a 
yeoman in the U.S. Navy from 
1987 to 1991. 

She spent most of her time at 
the navy base at Newport, Rhode Island. Janes got so good at writing 
and doing paperwork that after she got out of the Navy, she went to 
college and eventually became an English teacher at Jefferson County 
High School.
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Duane Kazee spent eight years as a sailor in 
the U.S. Navy and did long tours on two 
different aircraft carriers (the USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower and the USS Theodore 
Roosevelt). 

Much of what he did involved the planes that 
would take off and land. 

“I supported and updated databases for the 
pilots to plan their mission routes,” he says. 
Today he works in the technology department 
of Williamson County Schools. 

Morgan Kearney 
joined the U.S. 
Army in 2013. 

“I joined with the intent of becoming a doctor, because women in 
many countries do not receive the healthcare they need due to 
religious customs not allowing them to be treated by a male 
physician,” she says. “Due to my poor vision however, I was unable 
to follow the career path of an Army officer, so I enlisted as a medic.” 

While in the service, Kearney took advantage of the Army’s 
educational programs. By the end of her six years, she had a 
bachelor’s degree from one state university (Indiana) and a graduate 
degree from another (Connecticut). 

She now teaches science and 
social studies at McMurray 

Middle School in Nashville. 

Beth Kempton joined the U.S. Army in 1968 and became a 
medic and an operating technician. “I wanted to serve my 
country and get my nursing degree paid for,” she says. “I 
was an operating room technician who handed the surgeon 
medical instruments during operations. I also worked on the 
hospital floors, taking care of army personnel and their 
families.” 

After nursing school, she spent a few years as a nurse in the 
naval reserves. Today she is the school nurse supervisor for 
Weakley County Schools.
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Between 1986 and 1990, Rhonda Kendrick was in the 
U.S. Air Force, working on equipment that aircrewmen 
used when they flew. “We were in charge of emergency 
equipment installed on planes; life preservers, oxygen 
masks, life rafts, nuclear flash-blindness goggles (never had 
to use these), and survival vests,” she says. “We also taught 
classes to aircrewmen on how to use and take care of their 
equipment.” 

Today she teaches social studies at Cherokee High School 
in Hawkins County. One of the reasons that she doesn’t 
keep a photo of herself in uniform around anymore is 
because her Air Force uniform included a beret. “I HATED 
the beret,” she says.

In the 1960s, during the 
Vietnam War, the 
United States 
government instituted a 
draft, under which 
certain young men 
(chosen by lottery) were 
required to do military 
service. J.W. Kizer was 
drafted in 1969 and was 
in the U.S. Army for 
two years. 

“I cooked for soldiers,” 
Kizer says. “Sometimes 
it was 150, sometimes 
200!” 

Today Kizer is a 
custodian at Caywood 
Elementary School in his home town. 

He says the students are well aware of his veteran’s status. “The kids come up to me and ask me 
how long I served and what I did,” he says. “I’m in pretty good with the kids, and every year 
they do a thing where they honor all the veterans.”
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The fifth-grade students in Sherry Krantz’ class at 
Bulls Gap School in Hawkins County know not to be 
disrespectful to their 
teacher. She used to 
be a soldier in the 
U.S. Army, stationed 
at Fort Hood, Texas. 

“I worked in the ID 
card section,” she 
says, “issuing military 
ID cards to retirees, 
active duty and 
dependent military.”

At Cornersville Elementary School in Marshall County, they 
have a rather unusual assistant principal named Ken Lee. He was 
in the Tennessee Army 
National Guard for 22 
years—ending up as a 
Lieutenant Colonel. 
Lee was deployed 
three times to Kuwait
—in 2003-04, 2011 
and 2019. 

“My career was spent 
in maintenance and 
logistics,” he says. “I 
was responsible for 
seeing that equipment 

was maintained and 
military supplies were shipped, received and 
accounted for.”

Tennessee’s Education Force — a Publication of TN History for Kids   23

Ken Lee

Krantz in the U.S. Army
Krantz today

Ken Lee



With a name like his, it 
figures that Josh Liberty 
would feel the need to join 
the U.S. military at some 
point. “I have always felt a 
need to serve,” he says. 

Liberty spent six years in the 
army, reaching the rank of 
Sergeant by the time he got 
out in 2012. “My job was to 
observe the enemy and pin 
their location on a map,” he 
says. “Then I would contact 
tanks, artillery cannons, 
helicopters, airplanes, and 

ships. I would tell them where the bad guys were and they 
would shoot rockets or bombs at them.” 

Today Liberty is the SRO at Charlotte Elementary School in Dickson County.

Matthew Liotta enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps in 1978.  “It was a family tradition going 
back to the Revolutionary War,” he says. “I 
wanted to serve my country and I picked the 
Marine Corps 
because it was 
the hardest and 
because of its 
history.” 

He says he got 
his taste of 
action. “I was 
an infantry 
Marine, in a 
rifle company. I 
was also a 
paratrooper/
forward 

observer/radio operator. We would jump out of airplanes, find the enemy and call airplanes to 
drop bombs and artillery and naval ships to shell the target.” 

Liotta took part in the American invasion of Grenada in 1983 and also spent time in Beirut, 
Lebanon. Today, he is the security monitor at Henry County High School. 
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When she was in the U.S. 
Army, Sergeant Becki 
Louden was the 
executive assistant to the 
commander of an Army 
base in Iraq. Since she 
was married and had 
children, she also got to 
experience “both sides” 
of being an army family. 

“First I was the mom who 
was home with the 
children when my 
husband deployed, and 
after that I was the soldier 
that deployed and had to 
leave my family,” she 
says. “I know the sacrifice 
on both sides.” 

Now she teaches culinary 
arts at Coffee County Central High 
School. 

Thomas Lubens used to be a meteorologist 
(weatherman) in the Navy, and spent 21 
years in the service, from 1971 until 1992. 
Most of his time was spent on U.S. military 
bases in Scotland, England and Spain. 

Today he is the In-School Suspension 
teacher at Cherokee High School in 
Hawkins County.

Eric Mansfield 
spent about a 
decade in the 
Army National 
Guard. “Everyone in my family, for generations, has served,” he 
explains. While in the service, his job involved technology that is 
probably not used anymore. “I was in the 230th Signal Battalion and 
operated the switchboard, like Radar did on [the TV show] MASH,” 
he explains. Today he is a maintenance supervisor for Crockett 
County Schools.
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Roberto 
Marrero-
Corletto spent 
40—that’s right, 
FORTY—years 
in the U.S. Army 
and National 
Guard and 
retired with the 
rank of Brigadier 
General. 

“My first 
assignment (in 
1969) was as a 
field artillery instructor,” he says. “I then 
served a year in Vietnam as a field artillery 
observer and a battalion fire support officer.” 

General Marrero-Corletto was once assistant 
adjutant general of the Puerto Rico National 

Guard—making him the highest-ranking veteran working at a Tennessee public school. 

Today he is a science teacher at Brentwood High School in Williamson County. “My family had 
lived here, and we had a house here, from when I went to Vanderbilt graduate school,” he says. 
“I’d always wanted to be a high school teacher.”

David Massengill used to be an engineer in the U.S. Army reserves and was deployed to Iraq in 
2003. “We rebuilt a lot of roads and a 
lot of buildings,” he says. “We were 
based out of the city of Mosul [Iraq] 
and visited the borders of Syria and 
Iran and everywhere in between. We 
were even present at the battle 
between our division and Uday and 
Qusay Hussein [sons of Saddam 
Hussein].” 

Massengill says that his favorite 
memories were interacting with the 
children of Mosul and the 
surrounding areas. Perhaps that has 
something to do with the fact that he 
is now a fourth-grade teacher at 
Amherst Elementary School in 
Knox County?
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Earl McClung teaches 
automobile technology at 
Warren County High School. 
However, cars aren’t the only 
thing he knows how to fix. 

When he was in the Navy (for 
22 years) Chief McClung was a 
Seabee—which means he build 
military bases, roads, airfield, 
bridges and other things in 
remote parts of the world (such 
as the Middle East). 

He and his unit (known as the 
Dixie Doers) did two tours in 
Iraq—first in 2005 and then in 
2009. 

Maria McQuaig spent six year in the U.S. Army, mainly in the 
area of human resources. She is proud to point out that she went 
out of her way to get qualified to do a lot more than push 
pencils.

“I was also certified with grenades and the bazooka and was a 
hazmat driver with trailer pull,” she points out. “So periodically 
I got to blow up tanks and deliver ammo around Germany.”

Today she is a fifth-grade teacher at 
Oakview Elementary School in 
Williamson County.
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Morgan Minch remembers exactly why she joined the 
U.S. Navy. 

“I was home recovering from a small injury, when I got a 
call from the Navy recruiter,” she says. “I didn't have 
anything else to do that day, and I was working a temp 
job, so I figured, why not go talk to them? Two weeks 
later I was shipping off to boot camp.” 

She spent most of her time in the service doing desk jobs, 
and her favorite duty was the U.S. naval base in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. “It was such a beautiful place,” 
she says. Minch is now a social studies teacher at 
Gallatin High School.  

When the students at the Trenton Special School District 
go to the clinic, a very qualified nurse is waiting for them. 

Tony Moore spent 15 
years as a combat medic 
and nurse in the 
National Guard. “I left 
for basic training four 
days after high school 
graduation,” he says. 

And how is being a 
medic in the army 
different than working 
in a school clinic? “The 
jobs are very much the 
same,” he says. “I take 
care of the sick and 
hurting best I can—

caring, listening and assuring them someone cares everything 
is going to be okay,” he says. 

“My job is to build trust. It doesn't make any difference if I’m in school or in the Guard.” 

Mark Moses used to navigate a C-130 cargo airplane all over the world when he was a member 
of the Air National Guard (which is sort of like the Air Force reserves). There is quite a bit of 
geometry in navigation, and today he teaches geometry at Summit High School in Williamson 
County. 
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Stacey Needham enlisted in the Tennessee 
Army National Guard in 1985, mainly to 
obtain financial aid for college. He ended up 
as a Sergeant and a member of a fuel 
transportation division (the 1174th 
Transportation Company) in Desert Shield/
Desert Storm, in 1990-91. 

“The desert didn’t look like Tennessee,” he 
says. “I had a really hard time getting used to 
seeing trees when I came home and to this 
day I don't really care for spaghetti because I 
ate so much MRE spaghetti over there.” 

Today he teaches science at Dresden High 
School. 

Jared Ownby was an 
explosive ordinance 
disposal technician in the 
U.S. Air Force from 2003 
to 2006. (That’s a fancy 
way of saying that it was 
his job to deal with things 
that might otherwise blow 
up and kill someone.) 

In fact, he and his Air 
Force colleagues regularly 
got to play with a bomb-
diffusing robot. Today 
Ownby teaches 8th grade 
ELA at Pigeon Forge 
Junior High School in 
Sevier County.
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Todd Pait is an English teacher at Cherokee High School 
in Hawkins County. He sure didn’t look much like an 
English teacher when he was in the U.S. Army from 
2003-14. 

“I joined up after 9-11,” he explains. “I was in the infantry 
where I hunted bad guys with the 101st Airborne, the ones 
with the cool Eagle logo. Then I became an officer and 
was in charge of four tanks! Later I went to Afghanistan 
and taught the Afghan soldiers how to fight for 
themselves.”

Jennifer Paris was an air 
evacuation medic in the U.S. 
Air Force during the First Gulf 
War, which was in 1991. 

“My job was to assist with 
patients in helicopters or 
airplanes seeking medical 
attention in Germany or other 
larger bases where there were 
hospitals. 

“If an air evacuation of a 
soldier or a civilian was 
needed, I would administer 
fluids through an IV and do 
everything possible to keep the 
person from bleeding to 
death.” 

Today she teaches reading intervention at Rockvale Middle School in Rutherford County.
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Kenyon Patterson joined the military wanting to command a tank, but soon discovered he was 
color blind, which ruled that out! 

He ended up as an instructor at a very intense school for aviators called SERE, which stands for 
“Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape.” (Trust us, it is a tough school where aviators learn 
how to survive behind enemy lines and deal with being taken prisoner!) 

Later, Patterson left the Air Force and joined the Army National Guard, which means that he is 
one of the few people in a public school in Tennessee who is a veteran of TWO military 

branches! Today he teaches art 
at Jefferson County High 
School. 

Michael Patterson, a sixth-
grade social studies teacher at 
Sevierville Middle School, 
was in the Tennessee Air 
National Guard from 1989-95. 

“I was in the 278th Armored 
Calvary Regiment,” Patterson 
says. 

Adam Peay decided to join the 
army while sitting in high 
school. “I was in Mr. Kemp’s 
English class my junior year at 
Centennial High School when 
we saw the events of 9/11 
occur,” he says. “From that 
point on, I knew I was going to 
serve.” 

Peay attended the U.S. Air 
Force Academy and spent 
about five years in the U.S. 

Army. “I trained Soldiers for 
combat operations and led Soldiers on patrol in Iraq and Afghanistan. We trained foreign forces, 
gathered information about local threats, tracked down bad guys, and prevented the placement of 
roadside bombs.” 

Today he is a physics teacher at Ravenwood High School in Williamson County. 
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Rebecca Pfahl saw the movie “Top 
Gun” when she was 10 years old and 
decided then that if she ever joined 
the military, it would be in the Navy. 
After high school, she enlisted and 
eventually became an ordnanceman. 

“I worked on weapons and weapon 
systems used by aviation and ship 
departments,” she says. “I really 
enjoyed serving in the Navy.” 

Today she serves Williamson County 
Schools as a bus driver.

The students at Pleasant View 
Elementary School in Cheatham 
County know Jason Pierschbacher 
as “Principal.” However, he used to 
be Sergeant Pierschbacher, and he 
was a crewman on board a UH-60 
Blackhawk Helicopter from 1996 to 
2005. 

And how 
did he 
end up in 
the army 
(as 
opposed 
to the 
navy?) 

“I 
originally 
went to the Navy’s office, but they were not there when I showed 
up. The Army recruiter saw me outside waiting and invited me over. 
He sat me down and showed me a pumped up video about what the 
army was all about. I was hooked!”

Tennessee’s Education Force — a Publication of TN History for Kids   32

Sergeant Pierschbacher boards his Blackhawk 
helicopter

Pierschbacher today

Rebecca Pfahl on the USS Theodore Roosevelt



Ronald Plunk was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1967 and 
spent about two years as a dump trucker driver and mail 
clerk for an engineering company deployed to Thailand 
during the Vietnam War. 
“We were near the border with Laos, repairing roads and 
building airstrips,” he says. Although Plunk was nowhere 
near the worst part of the fighting, he says he was shot at. 
“A bullet hit the canvas of the jeep right over my head,” he 
says, “but I never knew who it was.” 

Stationed at a small camp in the Thai jungle for several 
months, Plunk said he and his colleagues made do as best 
they could. “Whenever we could, we would sneak over to 
the Air Force base, where they had much better food than 
we did,” he says. 

Although it didn’t seem like much fun at the time, Plunk 
says he made friends that he still keeps up with, and he 
spent a total of “8 years, 8 months and 18 days” in the 
service. 

Today he is a bus driver in Weakley County Schools.

Karen Price used to 
be a dental 
technician in the 
U.S. Navy. Among 
the places she was 
stationed: Parris 
Island (a Marine 
base in South 
Carolina) and 
Okinawa (a Navy 
base in Japan.) 

She cleaned quite a 
few teeth and also, 
at various times, 

worked in supply departments, making sure her units had 
enough supplies. 

Now she is a first-grade teacher at Joseph Rogers Primary 
School in Hawkins County.
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John Reddick was drafted in 1967 and sent to Vietnam. 

“I was a gunner in an artillery battery,” he says. “I saw lots of 
action. I would rather go to the war than have the war come to the 
U.S. for the safety of my family and your family as well.” 

Reddick remained in either the U.S. Army or the National 
Guard for 30 years, retiring in 2007. Today he is the SRO at 

Crockett 
County High 
School. 

Jason Richardson was a scout in Operations 
Desert Shield and Desert Storm in 1990-91. “My 
job was to be the eyes and ears on the ground on 
the front lines,” he says. “We would locate and 
report enemy positions.” Today he is an SRO for 
Warren County Schools. 
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Jason Roach enlisted in the Tennessee National Guard when he was a senior in high school, 
mainly to start saving money for college (through the GI bill). 

In 2004-05, as a member of the guard’s 278th regimental combat team, he was sent to the Middle 
East as part of “Operation Iraqi Freedom.” 

Although he had been trained to refuel helicopters and tanks, Roach mainly drove a Hummer 
truck in Iraq as part of combat logistics patrols. This often put him in harm’s way because some 
enemy troops had placed IED’s (Improvised Explosive Devices) along the road to blow up 
American vehicles as they patrolled around. “One of the vehicles directly behind me ran over 
one once and it blew off part of the back of the truck,” says Roach, now the principal at 
Rogersville Middle School in Hawkins County.

Renee Rodriguez, a 
technology specialist for 
Dickson County 
Schools, used to be Chief 
Rodriguez. 

After a year of college, 
her family could not 
afford to send her back to 
school. Instead of going 
back to the dormitory she 
enlisted in the U.S. Navy. 
A 20-year career as a 
“crypto technician” 
followed. “I repaired and 
maintained equipment 
that allowed secret 
messages to be sent on 
ships and airplanes,” she 
says. 

Among the places she 
was stationed during her 
career were Scotland, the 
Indian Ocean island of 
Diego Garcia and the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln. 
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Kenneth Roeten was an infantry soldier in the Louisiana Army National Guard for 8 years, 
something he originally did to help pay for his college 
expenses. 

Not all national guard members get to experience being 
deployed to a foreign country, but he certainly did. “When I 
deployed to Iraq, I helped protect the Iraqi people from bad 
guys,” he says. “Often times this meant providing aid and 
security to the local populace. It was our job to stabilize the 
area so the Iraqi people could protect and govern 
themselves.” 

Today he is a history teacher and baseball coach at Page 
High School in Williamson County. 

Todd Rule is the only 
veteran of the U.S. 
Coast Guard featured in 
this volume, which 
means he was out at sea 
quite a bit, but never 
went very far from the 

U.S. coastline. He spent 22 years in the Coast Guard—much 
of it in New Orleans; Gulfport, Mississippi; and Panama 
City, Florida—and rose to the rank of chief. 

Rule is now a teaching assistant at the Knoxville Adaptive 
Education Center in Knox County.

Robert Russell used to be a sailor on the 
USS Worden, a U.S. Navy cruiser stationed 
in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

“I was a sonar tech,” he explains, which 
means he operated equipment that listened 
for things in the water (most notably, 
enemy submarines). 

Petty Officer Russell got to visit many 
great places in Asia, Africa and Australia. 
Today he is a social studies teacher and 
coach at Glencliff High School in 
Nashville.
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The students at Station Camp Middle School in Sumner County need to be especially respectful 
to their cafeteria manager, Sherry Sasek. She was a food service specialist in the U.S. Army and 

served for 4 years, including during the Desert Shield/Desert 
Storm conflict. 

And how, we ask, did Sasek serve all that food in the desert? 

“We cooked and served food out of what was called a 
mobile kitchen trailer,” she says. “Our soldiers took their 
food and ate where they decided, some sat on the ground, 
some took their meals back to their sleeping areas. Some 
would sit on pallets outside. It was difficult to keep the sand 
out of the food when there were heavy winds.” 

Mmmm-good!

Ronald Schlangen spent more 
than two decades in the U.S. 
Army, rising to the rank of 
Command Sergeant Major. 

“My father served in the army for 
20 years, and I followed his 
footsteps,” he says. “I worked on 
helicopters—their electrical and 
armament systems.” 

Schlangen spent much of his time 
in the U.S. Army’s 101st Airborne 
Division, which is based at Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky. Among the 
“hotspots” in the world to where 
he was deployed: Iraq (twice), 
Kosovo, Bosnia and Afghanistan 
(three times). 

Today he is a junior ROTC instructor at Creekwood High School in Dickson County.
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Jim Screeton’s Junior Army ROTC class at Ravenwood High School meets in a room, but if he 
had his way, it would meet in an armored vehicle. “I was in and on tanks when I was in the 
army,” says Screeton, who spent 26 years in the U.S. Army. “I started out driving the tank. That 
was my primary job but would load the tank shells sometimes. Then I moved to gunner, which 
fires the tank. My last tank job was tank commander, which means that I was responsible for the 
crew, tank and missions for the tank. 

Screeton eventually got promoted to Sergeant Major, 
which meant he had to (sometimes) work in an office, 
but even then he (sort of) missed being in a tank (and he 
still does.).

Thomas Sims was a chaplain assistant in the U.S. 
Army, which means he assisted chaplains with their 
ministry duties. 

Today he teaches Army JROTC at Jefferson County 
High School. 

Mon Sirivong jumps out of an airplane 
as part of his job. “I am a Parachute 
Rigger, Paratrooper, and a US Army 
Jumpmaster. I deal with aerial delivery, 
which is a fancy way of saying that I 
drop stuff and people out of airplanes, 
and I also do it myself!” He is also the 
school resource officer (SRO) at 
Nolensville Elementary School.

Roy Slaughter used to be a parachute 
rigger in the U.S. Army—which means 
a lot of soldiers jumped out of airplanes 
counting on parachutes that HE packed! 

“Our specialty was to be able to get 
supplies to soldiers no matter where 
they were in the world,” Slaughter says. 
Today, he is an 8th grade history teacher 
at Coffee County Middle School.
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Derek Stiltner works in the maintenance 
department of Dickson County Schools and is in 
the process of retiring after 20 years in the 
Tennessee National Guard. 

“I grew up around family members who served our 
country,” he explains. “During my early military 
career, I was a tank mechanic. Later, I learned how 
to work on military weapons and artillery.” 

Stiltner was deployed to Iraq twice—the first time 
in 2005-06 and the second time in 2008-09.”

Gregory Stephens went to the United States 
Military Academy at West Point and then spent 22 
years in the army, reaching the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. 

He did many different jobs in the army, including 
cavalry scout. “Our job was to find the bad guys and 
then either ‘spy’ on them to find out information and 
what they were doing or we would call in artillery 
or fighter jets in order to destroy them,” he says. 

Stephens served two combat 
tours (two and a half years 
total) in Afghanistan helping 
train the Afghan police and 
army. Today he is the lead 
JROTC instructor at 
Jefferson County High 
School. 

Micheal Sullivan, the SRO 
at Sequoyah Elementary 
School in Knox County, was 
in the U.S. Marines from 
1987-91. 

He worked on military 
airplanes at a Marine based in 
Japan ad later made parts for 
guns and rifles. 
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In the old days, radio messages were often sent via Morse Code – a series of dots and dashes 
originally invented by Samuel Morse in 1838. 

Most military planes and ships stopped using Morse Code in the 1980s, but Williamson County 
Schools bus driver Charlie Taliefero used it when he was in the U.S. Air Force between 1960 
and 1964.  “I used Morse Code to decipher Russian, North Korean and Chinese radio 
communication,” he says. “It was so exciting as a youngster to be involved in spying on the 
enemy. I had to have a top secret clearance just to do my job!” 

Some veterans have trouble explaining 
what they did in the military, but not 
Philip Thomas, a PE teacher at 
Clovercroft Elementary School in 
Williamson County. 

“My job was to be a gunner on top of 
a truck,” he says. “I protected my 
fellow soldiers from being hurt while 
we drove around Afghanistan.” 
Thomas also remembers exactly why 
he enlisted in the first place. 

“My brother joined the Air Force and 
my grandfather was in the Coast 
Guard and I wanted to be like them.”

If you’re 
curious 
about how 

the U.S. Army keeps track of 
ammunition, ask Greg Todd, an 
Algebra II teacher at Rhea County 
High School. 

Todd enlisted in the army in 1983 and 
became an ammunition record keeper. 
“As ammunition was used or replaced 
we kept track of it,” he says. 
“Sometimes, as in Ft Hood TX, that 
meant writing on paper card files. In 
South Korea, we maintained the data 
on computers.” 

Todd says that the army helped him straighten out his act and pay 
for college. “I was going through college completely undirected, failing out, and running out of 
money,” he says. “So I enlisted.”
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Sam Vega joined the U.S. Marine Corps after graduating 
from high school in 2003. 

“I worked in the public affair office of the 22nd Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, as a liaison between the Marines and 
the civilian news media,” he says. “I traveled with infantry 
units during my deployment to Iraq and Africa 
documenting military and humanitarian efforts.” 

Today he works as a computer technician with the 
Franklin Special School District in Williamson County.

He doesn’t look it, but W.D. Wade is probably the oldest 
U.S. military veteran working in a Tennessee public 
school. 

Mr. Wade is 91 
years old, was 
drafted into the 
U.S. Army in 
1952, and spent 

about two years as a gunner on a 75 mm “recoilless” 
rifle, one of the most common weapons associated with 
the Korean War. Today he is a custodian at Crockett 
County High School.

Rodney Waldron was a military policeman in the U.S. 
Army between 1972 and 1974. Most of his time was 
spent at Okinawa, Japan, which means he was stationed 
in southeast Asia when the Vietnam War was still taking 
place. 

Thanks to a program called the GI Bill, the U.S. Army 
helped him pay to go to college when he got out. He has 
been teaching math at the middle and high school level ever since. “No photo is included 
because I haven’t been able to hold onto my service photo for 46 years,” says Waldron, who 
teaches at Coffee County High School. “God bless those who have served and those young men 
and women that are currently serving.”
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Bill Walker, principal of Rush 
Strong Elementary School in 
Jefferson County, was in the 
Tennessee Army National Guard for 
32 years (from 1982 until 2014). 

“I was a combat medic,” he says. “I 
helped take care of soldiers who were 
injured and also was a pharmacy 
teach who dispensed medicine to 
soldiers who were patients.”

Charles Ware is a history teacher at 
Hawkins Middle School in Sumner 
County. Sometimes he tells his 
students stories about when he was an 
enlisted Marine.  

“I was a military aircraft and structural firefighter and helicopter 
gunner,” he says. “I would watch airplanes at the airport and make sure 
nothing happened to them. After several years, I trained other 
firefighters who were new to the profession.”  

He adds that he has quite a few 
“fun and interesting war stories” 
about life in the Marine Corps 
and the flightline.” 

Gallatin High School in 
Sumner County has a culinary arts program taught by a 
uniquely qualified person. Greg West used to be a cook on 
board the USS Henry Clay, a submarine. “I cooked on a 
submarine for 110 crew members and spent almost a year 
and a half of my life under the water,” he says. 

Today Mr. West teaches students how to run a restaurant; 
once a week they prepare lunch for all the teachers.

Tennessee’s Education Force — a Publication of TN History for Kids   42

Bill Walker, on the right, in Afghanistan

Charles Ware

Greg West on his submarine



During the Iranian Hostage Crisis of 1979-81 (look it up) Allen Wilbanks was inspired to enlist 
in the U.S. Army. “I wanted to do my part in helping to bring them home,” he says. “My family 
has a long history of military service.” 

Wilbanks became a specialist in NBC, which stands for nuclear, biological and chemical 
weapons. “We were a training unit that taught other units how to use and clean up these types of 
weapons.” Today he is an 8th grade math teacher at Camden Junior High School in Benton 
County.

Marcus Wilbanks joined the U.S. Navy because “I knew 
that in the U.S. Navy, I could travel on a ship around the 
world.” 

He spent four years in 
the service, most of it 
on an aircraft carrier, 
where he worked on 
the electrical systems 
for F-14 aircraft. 
Today he is a special 
education teacher at 
West Hardin 
Elementary School in 

Hardin County.

Antoinette Williams is a seventh-grade teacher at West Valley 
Middle School in Knox County, and her experience in the 
military reminds us that women haven’t always had equal 
opportunities in it. 

“My friend and I were going to join the Air Force,” she says, 
“but they were not accepting women at that time, so we joined 
the Navy.” She became an Operations Specialist in the Navy, 
attached to a ship that supplied and supported submarines. “but 
at the time they didn’t let women on warships or combat 
aircraft. 

“Most of the time we were not at sea,” she admits. “So we 
cleaned a lot.”
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Tony Williams was in the U.S. Navy from 1974 to 1978, and 
much of that time was spent as a sailor on the aircraft carrier 
USS America. Today is the head custodian at Westhills 
Elementary School in Marshall County. 

Sergeant Debra Wilson was in 
the U.S. Army between 1979 
and 1985. “I helped to train 
soldiers to protect themselves 
and others against nuclear, 
biological and chemical attacks 
from the enemy.  It was my job 
to help teach soldiers how to use 
a gas mask if they needed to.” 
Today she teaches at Warren 
Academy in McMinnville. 

In 1968, when the Vietnam War was at its peak, Tennessee native 
Paul Wright was drafted into the U.S. Army. After basic training at 
Fort Campbell, Kentucky, and 

infantry school at Fort Ord, 
California, he was assigned to an armored division in 
Germany, where he served until 1970. Wright’s main job 
was driving the commanding officer of his base around in a 
jeep. 

“Germany was cold, and wet, and uncomfortable, but I was 
lucky,” he says. “I was drafted along with a buddy of mine 
from high school. He went into artillery, ended up in 
Vietnam, and he was killed. I think about him still.” 

Today Paul drives a school bus in the Nolensville area of 
Williamson County Schools. 
Steve Zaccari spent 21 years in the U.S. Navy, working his 
way up from enlisted machinist mate in the submarine 
Navy to Lieutenant Commander working as an engineering 
officer on destroyers and in the Pentagon. 
“I was in bootcamp six days after I graduated from high school,” he says. “I definitely spent 
many years at sea and traveled the world.” 
To best describe the job of an engineering officer, he says, “If I were a character on Star Trek, I 
would have been doing Scotty’s job… pretty cool!” Today he teaches sixth grade math at 
Grassland Middle School.
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Military Glossary

Note: Each branch of the military has a language of its own. When you talk to a person 
who used to be in the military, don’t hesitate to stop them and ask them what they are 
talking about if they use a word or (even worse) an acronym that you don’t understand.

aircraft carrier—a huge navy ship with a flat top on which airplanes can take off and land

amphibious—relating to land and water. (In the military, it refers to troops and equipment that 
can invade a coastline)

artillery—large guns (cannons, for instance)

battalion—an army unit bigger than a company and smaller than a brigade; between 100 and 
1,000 soldiers

bazooka—a hand-held rocket launcher

boot camp—a physically and mentally demanding 7-week school where civilians are 
transformed into soldiers in the Army, sailors in the Navy, airmen in the Air Force, or Marines in 
the U.S. Marine Corps. It is also referred to as “basic training.”

cavalry—in the old days, soldiers who fought on horseback. Today it refers to soldiers who fight 
in armored vehicles, like tanks.

chaplain—a minister attached to a military unit

crypto-technician—an enlisted sailor in the Navy who uses secret equipment

deployment—the movement of military troops to a faraway place, like another country

Desert Shield—the build-up toward the war against Iraq by the United States and its allies in 
1990 and 1991

Desert Storm—the very short war against Iraq by the United States and its allies in 1991

destroyer—a navy warship bigger than a frigate

F-14—the main fighter aircraft used by the U.S. Navy from about 1974 until 2006

F-16—the main fighter aircraft used by the U.S. Air Force 

hazmat—hazardous material

IEP (Improvised Explosive Devices)—a bomb set up on the side of the road to explode when a 
truck or tanks drives by
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infantry—foot soldiers

jamming—electronic equipment meant to make it difficult for the enemy to communicate

linguist—a person skilled in foreign languages

lodging—the places where people sleep

logistics—the detailed coordination of a complex operation

medic—an enlisted person in the military who works as a hospital assistant

meteorologist—a person who predicts the weather

mortar—a smooth gun for firing shells at high angles

MRE (which stands for “meal ready to eat”) – food they give you in the army that comes in a 
plastic bag. 

munitions—military weapons and ammunition

NBC—nuclear, biological and chemical weapons

ordnance—mounted guns, artillery

paratrooper—a person who parachutes out of an airplane as a part of their military job

platoon—an army unit consisting of 3 or 4 squads and between 18 and 50 soldiers

reconnaissance—military observation of land or the enemy

rigger—a person in the military who makes sure parachutes are packed correctly

ROTC—Reserve Officer Training Corps., a program that trains college students to become 
military officers when they graduate from college

Seabee—the part of the U.S. Navy that builds things, such as air bases at faraway locations

squadron—a military unit of airplanes and the people needed to fly them

UH-60—a U.S. Army helicopter also known as a Blackhawk which is designed to carry 11 
soldiers

yeoman—a person in the Navy whose main assignment is doing paperwork
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