
"Hil?:'l*:';:;YlTlll'#l * agreed'lo rie)' 5$"i: -
rerurn for suitabi"?frr. ifris ,iarllke man gave courage to the Tiojans'

They soon 'ou'"d-o"t 
of the t'J;"J;jti* the Greeks and almost

reaching tt'" U"aJ'"J 'ntnt 
with their blazing torches'

Achilles was away when rn".ir'ir""nr"r, t i* 
'1" 

news: Memnon had

challenged any cr""r. ro rake rrt*;" ,t"gle combat' And King Nestor's

bravest son, a rr,I"i"r ichilles,l;;"J slaughtered bv the Ethiopian'

Achilles ht"'i"d blJ'o f'oo' tft"* 'tiax was about to fight Memnon'

Ajaxofutho."undbattlesandMemnoneachstoodtheitground
beforethegatesofTioy.rur.*',o,.,*o,"ablack.manedhelmet,carried
a war spear *"f " 'nu'p-ulud"+:*i?:"iJ::i"*i:'" 

sword' rhev

Tf,. s ie ge continued' Achilles struck 
::t:lt^ 

t:::,'1"h 
:ffiI"::*;::

*;x-:.1H1[:'.fi:TF" 
.;.; * :iLIT*l ffi=ni

[:nru:':Til1H;T'i'"?'*n;d and rresh water; what thev

i*k"a was a hero to give them.hone'

priam senr mess"rrg"r, to his huli-brother, asking him to send his son'

.o #;;;;;';'' and laY bent in the dust'

lJ::n:f#il"'nl'i!t-' u"a *ui'"d rot the signal'

Racing across il; phrl Achiltes came, armed for combat'

Zeus look"d d;r;:'ho1di.,g 1r" 
,."i", that balance life and death'

Paris, unseen by any Greek' t;ti; behind a shield' stared over

thedustyplain'andbenthi'bo*'H"*uit"dasAchillessteppeddown
from his chariot and talkedto l]'1"; *-. r.ion,1 the son of Nestor, m1-:ilt*"'fifilil ffi.; r"["a mv friend' the son of Nestor' mv

father's friend' f ti"t* th" 'ight': 
do combat with him'"

paris smiled "J;;Ja 
three-barbed arrow from his quiver'

Ajax ,t"pp"d J'J" ""a 
Achilles took his place'

I Memnon was first to cast 1is 
tt"*':;i;llttilles' shield' bounced
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stolen Helen

a woman.
1:l!1 caLl:cll Ltrc \\ 

rr the Greeks' Agamemnon wanted
\\-rti-r -\chilles \\'ent 3l| ['rPe l

:i-Ltt'r't t., leave and g'-' h'rme' to abat'don the city of 
|told 

t""::t'^:^^^

h $ a. -\thena $--ho propo.el the iinai cunning solution to the siege'

.'^\11 rhev frar-e 1,.-, do is get lnigr ti-Ie citv and open the gates to let in

,r-r3 1r'rrlf-u'i1J u'arriors' u-ho $-dflt t-tttthing more than to sack and

;iur.rderallTrov..,shesai.]toHernes.,'TellAgamemnontolistenwhen
St]{I]eofle comes tl-ith a \\.a\- to open that barred and locked gate.',

Agamemnon listened to the cunnins Panopeus' He proposed they

b,uildahugervoodenhorse'fillitu'iththebravest:"":'1:lpersuade

t
t\
3

I
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1l

;ff"luT, i;;;, an offering to the gods that the Greeks
-t*

had left when they sailed awav' € - #:,
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Later, Odysseus said it was his idea. No one could deny it, as all the

others there at the time had died, either in Troy or on the journey home.

Odysseus was never slow to claim credit. But he was a brave man and

agreed to hide inside the wooden horse with twenty-three armed men.

After the horse had been rolled into full view of Troy, Agamemnon

burned the Greek camp, ordered the boats to sea, and sailed away.

As dawn broke, the Tiojans came to the shore out of curiosity. The

ships were gone. The siege was over, and they rejoiced. They found one

man still scavenging around the camp. He told them the Greeks had

made offerings to the gods and the wooden horse was such an offering.

The Greeks had said it was to remain on the battlefleld.

The Trojans argued among themselves about the meaning of the

horse. Some saw it as a threat. But, eventually, they rolled it into their

city, closed the gates for the night as usual, and for the first time in ten

years, slept without fear of a Greek attack.

From the belly of the wooden horse the Greek soldiers slipped into

the dark streets of the sleeping city. Two men climbed to the

battlements, while the rest hurried to the gates in the vast stone walls.

The men on the battlements lit a fire. Agamemnon saw it from far

out at sea and ordered the fleet back to the bay below the sleeping city.

The gates were unbarred and opened to admit Agamemnon's troops.

Menelaus and Diomedes came with Ajax. A11 the heroes left alive came

like hunting wolves into the city to join Odysseus.

They sacked the city, pillaged riches, butchered men and boys, and

enslaved the children and women. Smoke rose in a mighty pall.

Then the fleet, which had been ten years away, sailed back out across

the blood-dark sea. Almost all failed to reach home.

Even the wily Odysseus returned only after ten more wild and

wandering years. But that is another story.

The city walls are still there, layers of black ash and rubble, the haunt

of carrion birds. From Troy came treasures: gold, precious stones, bronze

mirrors, gold plates, delicate bracelets, filigree crowns. . . .

Sometimes in the night, the wind howls over the plain. They say it is
the souls of those who died and left their blood in the land near T.oy.


