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Assignments 
1. Read and study the overview for “Challenges in our World Today” 
2. Outline of “Challenges in our World Today” 
3. Answer the Overview Questions 
4. Answer the Vocabulary sheet terms. You may use the Overview 

and/or Chromebook 
5. Identification 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Challenges in our World Today” Outline 

 
Packet 7 

 
I. Middle East 

A. Arab-Israeli Conflict 
1. Israel becomes a nation (1948) 
2. Suez Crisis (1956) 
3. Six Day War (1967) 
4. Yom Kippur War (1973) 
5. OPEC and Oil 
6. Camp David Accords (1978) 
7. Israel and the Palestinians 
8. Iranian Revolution (1979) 
9. First Gulf War 
10. Al Qaeda and 9/11 Attacks 
11. War in Afghanistan 
12. Second Gulf War 

B. Current World Issues 
1. Syria Civil War 
2. Chances of Nuclear War 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coach Killam’s Overview of “Challenges in Our World Today”  
 

For almost 50 years after the end of World War II, our world was mired in uneasy 
hostilities and threats of nuclear war during the period known as the Cold War. Technically, the 
Cold War ended with the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991, but other hostilities and 
challenges have gripped our world through the present. Much of our attention over the past 
decades has been focused on the Middle East and terrorism, as well as human rights and 



global pandemics. The threat of nuclear war still remains a sad but true problem even today. For 
much of Packet #7, we will focus on the Middle East. 

 
Arab-Israeli Conflict 

Israel, the nation of God’s chosen people, had not been a nation in almost 2600 years, 
since the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar conquered Israel in 606 BC. The Old Testament 
prophecy of 2600 years ended in 1948, when the United Nations gave the Jews the state of 
Israel. Jewish immigration to their traditional homeland had swelled in the World War II years 
because of Nazi persecution of European Jews. Palestinian Arabs, who had inhabited the land 
during that time period, objected to this Jewish immigration and the giving up of the land to the 
Jews. So, in 1948, five neighboring Arab countries launched an attack on Israel but were 
defeated. Many Palestinians fled from Israel and became refugees in neighboring Arab lands. 
This would be the first of several attempts by the mauch larger Arab countries to take over little 
Israel, but “God’s chosen people’ have always won. 

 
Suez Crisis of 1956  

 
The Suez Canal is one of the greatest transportation accomplishments in the world. It is 

a man-made waterway that connects the Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea, going for 120 
miles through Egypt. It was built by a French company and controlled by the British for many 
years. After World War II, Egypt, under the leadership of President Gamel Abdul Nasser, was 
finally able to nationalize the canal, but in the process, closed it to Israel. Britain, France, and 
Israel invaded Egypt in 1956, but after intervention from the United States and the Soviet Union, 
the invasion was ended. 

 
Six Day War (1967) 

 
On the morning of June 5, 1967 the tiny nation of Israel was attacked by three different 

Arab nations: Egypt from the west, Syria from the north, and Jordan from the east. The world 
looked in horror as the massive armies attacked the Jewish nation. At first, the Arab attack 
seemed to be successful, but in just six days, not only did Israel repel the attack, but it also sent 
the invaders back in a route, conquering land from their countries along the way. Israel acquired 
the Gaza Strip and the Sinai Peninsula from Egypt, the West Bank (of the Jordan River) from 
Jordan, and the Golan Heights from Syria. 

 
 

Yom Kippur War (1973) 
 

Just six years later, Egypt and Syria attacked Israel again, on October 6, 1973. This 
time, it was a surprise attack on the Jewish holiday of Yom Kippur. And just as in the previous 
Six Day War, the Arab armies had early successes. But, as before, Israel again repelled the 
Arab forces, this time in just 19 days, keeping the Sinai Peninsula from Egypt.  



But the Arab nations also launched a new political weapon. In 1960, oil producing 
countries of the world formed OPEC, the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries. Most 
of the members of OPEC are Arab nations located in the Middle East. During the 1973 war with 
Israel, OPEC used oil as a “political weapon”, refusing to sell oil to countries friendly to Israel. 
Higher oil prices greatly added to OPEC’s wealth and influence.  

I had just turned 16 a few months earlier, and was allowed by my parents to drive our 
cars on dates. Gas prices in the US were way less than a dollar a gallon, restaurant prices were 
cheap, and the movie tickets were only a dollar per person. A regular date that included dinner, 
a movie, and a few hours dragging Timberland Drive in Lufkin would cost less than ten dollars. 
But when OPEC stopped sending oil to the US in October, 1973, driving gas costs to more than 
two dollars a gallon and even causing gas rationing, my driving on dates took a huge hit. I well 
remember the Yom Kippur War of 1973! 

 
Camp David Accords (1978) 

 
After 30 years of warfare in the Middle East, in 1978, US President Jimmy Carter pulled 

off a brilliant coup, to bring about a time of peace between Israel and Egypt. Carter was able to 
coax Egyptian President Anwar al-Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister Menachim Begin to visit 
him at his presidential retreat at Camp David in Maryland. Refusing to allow the two enemies to 
leave until a peace agreement had been reached, Carter forced the two leaders to negotiate. 
They finally agreed to end hostilities between the two countries, and that Israel would return the 
Sinai Peninsula to Egypt in exchange for Egypt agreeing to peace between the two countries, 
thus ending the 30 years of warfare. For their efforts in the Camp David Accords, both Sadat 
and Begin were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1978. But Carter, who was almost totally 
responsible for the peace agreement was snubbed from the honor. However, 24 years later, in 
2002, Carter was finally awarded his Nobel Peace Prize for years of dedication to world peace. 
The rest of the story was not all positive though. Other Arab countries denounced Sadat and 
Egypt for the agreement and broke off diplomatic relations with Egypt. Then in 1981, Sadat was 
assassinated by Arab extremists, who saw the accord as a surrender to Israel. Nevertheless, 
the agreement was a first step in the direction of peace.  

 
Israel and the Palestinians 

 
After Israel’s independence in 1948, many Palestinian Arabs (from Israel) fled Israel. In 

1964, Palestinaian Arabs formed the P.L.O., the Palestinian Liberation Organization. P.L.O. 
leaders refused to recognize Israel and vowed to win back their homeland. They supported 
Radical Islamic terrorists who are people who oppose Western values, wish to apply Islamic 
laws to all aspects of society, and are willing to use acts of terrorism to achieve their goals. In 
the 1960’s and 1970’s, the P.L.O. used terrorism as a weapon. Terrorism is the use of acts of 
violence against innocent civilians in order to make demands on a hostile government. P.L.O. 
terrorists hijacked planes, attacked an Israeli school, and murdered eleven Israeli athletes at the 
1972 Olympics in Munich, Germany.  



One airplane hijacking involved P.L.O. terrorists hijacking an Israeli jet that was taking 
passengers to Athens, Greece. The terrorists commandeered the jet to an airport in Entebbe, 
Uganda. Uganda, was ruled by the ruthless dictator, Idi Amin, and was very sympathetic to Arab 
terrorists. Instead of negotiating the release of the 106 Israeli hostages, during the night of July 
4, 1976, 100 Israeli commandos were flown to the airport and in the short 90 minute battle that 
followed, all seven terrorists and 45 Ugandan soldiers aiding the terrorists were killed, and a 
third of the Ugandan air force was destroyed by the Israeli commandos. 102 of the 106 Israeli 
passengers were rescued and only one commando was killed. The raid on Entebbe is still 
considered as one of the greatest rescues of all time. Thirty years later, in 2006, I landed at the 
Entebbe International Airport to begin a mission trip in Uganda. As we taxied down the runway, 
we passed a red and yellow jet parked on the side of the runway. It was littered with bullet 
holes. That was the same hijacked jet from 1976, left as a reminder of the raid on Entebbe, at 
the exact location that it set that fateful night.  

Problems with the P.L.O. would continue in other parts of the Middle East. The P.L.O. 
was expelled from Jordan and then moved to Lebanon. In 1975 a civil war erupted in Lebanon 
between Lebanese Christians, Sunni Muslims, and Shi’ite Muslims. In 1976, Syria invaded 
Lebanon. In both 1978 and 1982, the Israeli army had to enter Lebanon to destroy Lebanon 
P.L.O. camps that were shooting mortars into Israel. Then, on October 23, 1983 a terrorist 
suicide truck bomber slammed his vehicle into the US Marine barracks, killing 241 American 
soldiers who were on a peace keeping mission in Lebanon. Yassir Arafat, leader of the P.L.O. 
from 1969-2004, did reach an agreement with Israel to give the Palestinians control of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip with the Oslo Accords in 1993. But after Arafat’s death, problems 
between Israel and the P.L.O. have intensified. The P.L.O. organizations, Hamas and  
Hezbollah, have still refused to recognize Israel’s right to exist and have ramped up terror and 
rocket attacks on Israel. And the Gaza Strip and the West Bank are still volatile areas today. 

 
Iranian Revolution (1979) 

 
In the 1960’s and 1970’s, Shah Reza Pahlavi, was the ruler of Iran. The Shah was a 

friend of the United States and had adopted elements of Western culture and technology. But 
his government was also guilty of widespread corruption and brutal repression. Iran’s religious 
leaders held massive public demonstrations, which led to the overthrow of the Shah in 1979. 
Ayatollah Khomeini, an Islamic fundamentalist, became Iran’s new ruler. Under Khomeini, 
there was no separation of church and state in Iran. He established a new constitution based on 
the Quran, gave support to acts of terrorism in Lebanon and elsewhere, and even permitted the 
seizure of of 53 hostages from the US Embassy in the capital city of Tehran. The American 
hostages were held for 444 days, until US President Ronald Reagan took office, replacing 
Jimmy Carter in 1981. From 1979 on, Iran has been a formidable threat to the US, Israel, and 
the rest of the Western world.  

 
First Gulf War (1990-1991) 

 



In 1979, the same year as the Iranian Revolution, Saddam Hussein seized power and 
imposed a brutal dictatorship in Iraq. In 1980, he attacked Iran, leading to a bloody eight-year 
war. In 1990, Hussein occupied the neighboring oil-rich country of Kuwait. Fearing an invasion 
of Saudi Arabia and a disruption in the flow of oil, the United Nations allowed the United States 
and its allies to send troops to stop the Iraqi attack, in an operation code named “Desert Shield”. 
In the following weeks, the allied forces began to retake Kuwait and even invade Iraq. Desert 
Shield was changed to “Desert Storm.” Under the leadership of US President George H.W. 
Bush, Desert Storm was a success as allied troops quickly destroyed the Iraqi army. But allied 
leaders allowed Hussein to remain in power in Iraq. Soon after, Hussein’s army attacked the 
Kurdish minority in Northern Iraq in an attempt at genocide (an intentional action to destroy an 
ethnic group or people). 

 
Al-Qaeda, 9/11 Attacks, Afghanistan 

 
Al-Qaeda was a radical Islamic terrorist organization formed by Osama bin Laden, a 

wealthy Saudi who had helped fight against Soviets in Afghanistan. He was angered at the 
presence of US troops in Saudi Arabia. Al-Qaeda members considered themselves as fighting a 
holy war, or Jihad, against the West. Al Qaeda set up camps in Afghanistan to train their 
members in guerilla warfare and acts of terorism.  

On September 11, 2001, al-Qaeda terrorists living in the United States, hijacked three 
US commercial airliners, and crashed them into the World Trade Center in New York City and 
the Pentagon in Washington D.C. As a result, the twin towers of the World Trade Center 
collapsed. A fourth jet was hijacked with intentions of crashing it into either the US Capitol or the 
White House in Washington D.C., but was overtaken by the passengers and crashed into a 
Pennsylvania field. About 3,000 Americans died that day in the attacks. President George W. 
Bush and other world leaders responded by declaring a “War on Terrorism.”  

Afghanistan is a dry, mountainous country located in the heart of Central Asia. The 
Taliban, a group of radical Islamic Fundamentalists, had gained control of Afghanistan after the 
defeat of Soviet forces that had occupied it. Once in power, the Taliban imposed strict religious 
beliefs, denied opportunities and rights for women, even banned men from trimming their 
beards, and allowed “religious police” to roam the streets. And the Taliban also allowed terrorist 
groups like al-Qaeda to operate training camps in Afghanistan. When the Taliban leaders 
refused to surrender Osama bi Laden after the 9/11 attacks, the US and its allies invaded 
Afghanistan and overthrew the Taliban regime. But the allies failed to find and capture bin 
Laden. The FBI offered a $25 million bounty in the search for him.  Bin Laden was finally killed 
by US Navy SEALS at his compound in Pakistan on May 2, 2011. Afghanistan is still a volatile 
spot in the world today.  

 
Second Gulf War (2003-2011) 

 
Saddam Hussein failed to honor his agreement to permit United Nations inspectors to 

monitor Iraq to insure he was not stockpiling nuclear, biological, or chemical weapons. After the 
9/11 attacks and increased world terrorism, as well as Hussein’s own oppression of his own 



country, the United Nations allowed the US, Britain, and their allies to invade Iraq in 2003. 
Hussein’s government quickly collapsed and the Iraqi army was crushed. Hussein fled but was 
later captured, tried by an Iraqi court, and executed in 2006.  

  
B. Current World Issues 

 
In 2020, there are still places and challenges for world peace. From Syria to North 

Korea, world threats continue. We will close out this Packet with two of the main topics of this 
era.  

Syria Civil War (2011- present) 
Beginning in 2011, Syria has become the forefront of world hostility and terror. President 

Bashar al-Assad of Syria’s rule had oppressively led his country into civil war. Hundreds of 
thousands of soldiers and civilians have died and terrorism has flourished. Humanitarian issues 
have also surfaced on numerous occasions. The Syria Civil War has continued for the past nine 
years. 

 
Chances of Nuclear War 

There are now over 14,500 nuclear weapons in the world today. Nine different countries 
have them including North Korea, Israel, India, Pakistan, Britain, China, France, the United 
States, and Russia. Iran has become a country suspected of possibly producing its own nukes. 
But the country most often in the news today in association with nuclear weapons is North 
Korea. North Korea’s Supreme Leader, Kim Jong-un, became the North Korean dictator in 
2011. Since 2011, North Korea has been making illegal nuclear weapon tests and has 
repeatedly ignored warnings from the US and its allies.   

 
 
 
 
 

Overview Questions 
 

1. What country became a nation in 1948? 
 

2. What transportation accomplishment connects the Medeiterranean and Red 
Seas? 

 
3. What three Arab countries attacked Israel in 1967? 

 
4. What Jewish holiday was Israel attacked on in 1973? 

 
5. What two world leaders were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1978? 

 
6. What country did hijackers take their plane of hostages to in 1976? 



7. What country held 53 Americans hostage for 444 days from 1979-1981? 
 

8. What world leader seized power in Iraq in 1979? 
 

9. Who was president of the U.S. during Desert Storm? 
 

10. What country did Iraq invade in 1990? 
 

11. What terrorist organization was responsible for 9/11? 
 

12. What terrorist leader was responsible for 9/11? 
 

13. How many jets were hijacked on 9/11? 
 

14. What two places were crashed by hijacked planes on 9/11? 
 

15. What term means “holy war?” 
 

16. What did President George W. Bush declare war on? 
 

17. What radical Islamic fundamentalist group ruled Afghanistan on  9/11? 
 

18. What country has been the site of a bloody civil war from 2011-the present? 
 

19. What country is Kim Jong-un dictator of? 
 

20. What was the dollar bounty for Osama bin Laden? 
 
 
 

Vocabulary/People 
 

1. Gamel Abdul Nassar 
 

2. Sinai Peninsula 
 

3. OPEC 
 

4. Camp David 
 

5. Jimmy Carter 
 

6. P.L.O. 



 
7. Terrorism 

 
8. Radical Islamic Terrorists 

 
9. Idi Amin 

 
10. Yassir Arafat 

 
11. Hamas 

 
12. Ayatollah Khomeini 

 
13. Desert Storm 

 
14. Bashar al-Assad 

 
15. Kim Jon-un 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


