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Assignments 
 

1. Read and study the Overview for the “Cold War: Part 2” 
2. Outline of The Cold War: Part 2 
3. Answer the Vocabulary sheet terms. You may use your overview 

and/or Chromebook 
4. Answer the Overview Questions 
5. Vocabulary/People Identification 
6. Essay Question 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cold War Outline (part 2) 
 

IX. Sputnik and the Space Race 
X. U-2 Spy Incident 
XI. Bay of Pigs 
XII. Berlin Wall 
XIII. Cuban Missile Crisis 
XIV. 1979 
XV.Collapse of the USSR/ End of the Cold War 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coach Killam’s Overview of the Cold War (part 2) 



 
Sputnik and the Space Race 

 
October 4, 1957 will forever be a most important date in history. No, no world famous 

battle was fought on that date. No world decree or world treaty was signed on that, nor was any 
great person in history born on that date. What makes October 4, 1957 significant is that it was 
on this day that the space race began AND the age of technology began on this date. For on 
October 4, 1957 Sputnik, became the first man-made satellite launched into space. Only the 
size of a beach ball, this Soviet satellite that weighed about 184 pounds and took 98 minutes to 
orbit the earth. That launch ushered in new political, military, technological, and scientific 
developments. While the Sputnik launch was a single event, it marked the start of the space age 
and the U.S.-U.S.S.R space race. October 4, 1957 may well be the most important date in 
modern times. 

Sputnik caught the world’s attention and the American public off guard. With its launch, 
the public feared that the Soviets’ ability to launch satellites also translated into the capacity to 
launch ballistic missiles that could carry nuclear weapons from Europe to the U.S. So NASA 
was formed to combat Soviet dominance into space. And in just a few months, on January 31, 
1958 the tide changed when the U.S. successfully launched Explorer I. As the Space Age 
began, there also began a push in American schools to emphasize math and science, in theory 
to train astronauts and to create worthwhile inventions. 

On April 12, 1961 the Soviet cosmonaut, Yuri Gagarin became the first man, not only to 
be launched into space, but also orbit the earth. Three weeks later, the U.S. countered with 
astronaut Alan Shepherd becoming the first American in space. However, Shepherd did not 
orbit the earth. But that would change, on February 20, 1962 when astronaut John Glenn 
orbited the earth. In 1961, President Kennedy went to congress and announced that he wanted 
America to be the first to put a man on the moon. And he wanted it done in that decade. Well 
guess what? On July 20, 1969, almost six years after Kennedy’s assassination, but still in the 
1960’s, astronaut Neil Armstrong, made his famous quote while he stepped onto the moon’s 
surface. “This is one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind”, was Armstrong’s famous 
quote. Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins were  all part of Apollo 11, their space 
mission to land the first man on the moon. The Soviet Union never matched this feat. The 
United States was winning the space race! 

Since Apollo 11’s crowning achievement, other U.S. space missions landed men on the 
moon. A successful rescue of Apollo 13 from space in 1970, was countered with space shuttle 
missions, some successful and others unsuccessful. On January 28, 1986, the space shuttle 
Challenger exploded moments after liftoff, killing all seven crew members, including school 
teacher, Christa McAuliffe. On February 1, 2003 the shuttle Columbia burned up on reentry into 
the atmosphere, killing it’s entire crew. As the Cold War began to thaw, beginning in 1975, the 
U.S and the Soviet Union have worked on joint space mission projects, including space stations. 
But the space race had a definite effect on the Cold War and upon life as we know it today. 

  
 

U-2 Spy Plane Incident 



 
On May 1, 1960 a United States U-2 spy plane was shot down by the Soviet Union while 

performing photographic and aerial reconnaissance deep into Soviet territory. The single pilot, 
Francis Gary Powers, parachuted safely but was captured.The incident occurred during the 
presidency of Dwight Eisenhower and the reign of Soviet premier Nikita Krushchev, around two 
weeks before their scheduled east-west summit in Paris, France. It caused great 
embarrassment to the U.S. and prompted a marked deterioration in its relations with the Soviet 
Union, already strained by the Cold War. Powers was convicted of espionage in the U.S.S.R 
and was sentenced to three years of prison and seven years of hard labor. However, he was 
released on February 10, 1962 as part of a U.S.-Soviet prisoner exchange. 

 
Bay of Pigs 

 
The island nation of Cuba would play a surprisingly big role in the Cold War. Only 90 

miles from the cost of the United States, Cuba had actually been an ally of the U.S. since the 
Spanish American War in 1898. But the Cuban government, although rather friendly to the U.S., 
had become increasingly oppressive to its own people. In 1959, Fidel Castro helped lead a 
revolution in overthrowing the existing Cuban government. He was an ardent communist and 
was allied with the Soviet Union. Many people, called exiles, fled Cuba, when Castro became 
the dictator of Cuba. The CIA began to train these exiles, called Freedom Fighters, in guerilla 
warfare. The idea was that they would sneak back into Cuba and begin a guerilla war against 
Castro. They would then gather others and eventually overthrow Castro.  

The plan changed, however. The new plan was to help the freedom fighters invade the 
island. The hope was that locals would join forces with them and they would quickly take over. 
They were trained by the CIA in the Central American country of Guatemala. The plan was for 
the 1,500 freedom fighters to land at the Bay of Pigs in Cuba. The CIA tried to keep the invasion 
a secret, however, too many people knew and the word got out. And worst of all, the Cubans 
knew the invasion was coming too.  

The Bay of Pigs invasion occurred on April 17, 1961. It did not go well. The Cuban air 
force sank the freedom fighters’ ships, along with a lot of needed ammunition. Soon the 
invaders were surrounded by a much larger force of Castro’s troops and were running out of 
ammunition. The freedom fighters were expecting U.S. air support but President Kennedy 
decided at the last minute not to allow it. Although the freedom fighters fought valiantly, most 
who weren't killed were captured and put into prison. The results were disastrous for the United 
States. The government looked weak and the CIA inept. It also seemed to strengthen Castro’s 
government within Cuba and cause him to look to the Soviet Union as a military ally. The result 
of the Bay of Pigs invasion attempt was a great victory for the Soviet Union, Cuba, and 
communism. 

 
 
 
 

Creation of the Berlin Wall 



 
Berlin was the capital of Germany. Even though it was located in the eastern half, or 

Soviet half of the country, the city was controlled by all four major powers: the Soviet Union, The 
United States, Britain, and France. As the people in East Germany (controlled by the Soviet 
Union) began to realize that they did not want to live under the rule of the Soviet Union and 
communism, they started to leave the eastern part of the country and move west. These people 
were called defectors. From the course of 1949-1959, over two million people left the country, 
with many of them being essential workers such as doctors, skilled laborers, etc. In 1960 alone, 
around 230,000 people defected.  

Finally, the Soviets and East German leaders had had enough. On August 13, 1961 
they built a wall around East Berlin to prevent people from leaving. At first the wall was just a 
barbed wire fence, but later it would be rebuilt with concrete blocks 12 feet high and four feet 
wide. West Germans called the Berlin Wall the “Wall of Shame.” People who had earlier gone to 
work from East Berlin to West Berlin, weren’t allowed to come back home and vice versa. East 
German authorities gave guards the order to shoot to kill any who tried to escape through the 
wall. Families were split up by the wall. Over 200 people were killed trying to escape East Berlin. 
But, unbelievably, almost 5,000 people escaped over or through the wall during the 28 years the 
wall stood. The Berlin Wall stood as a perfect example of the “iron curtain’ that separated 
Eastern and Western Europe.  

Two American presidents made famous Berlin Wall speeches. On June 26, 1963 
President John F. Kennedy, at the Berlin Wall, gave his famous “Ich Bin Ein Berliner” (I am a 
Berliner) speech. In 1987, President Ronald Reagan gave a speech in Berlin, where he asked 
the leader of the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev, to “Tear down this wall!” But at that time, 
things weren’t going well for the Soviet Union.. They were losing their hold on East Germany. 
Finally, on November 9, 1989 the borders were opened and people could finally move freely 
between Eastern and Western Germany. Much of the wall was torn down by people chipping 
away as they celebrated the end to divide Germany. Families were reunited after being 
separated for 28 years. In 1990, Germany was officially reunified into a single democratic 
country.  

 
Cuban Missile Crisis 

 
On October 14, 1962 an American U-2 spy plane flying over Cuba, captured pictures of 

long range Soviet missiles in Cuba. These missiles could reach any point of the United States 
with nuclear warheads, causing mass destruction. Prior to this crisis, the United States had 
attempted to overthrow the government of Fidel Castro with the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invasion. 
The invasion failed but it served as a warning to Castro. Also, the U.S. had installed missile 
sites in Turkey and Italy with the range to strike Moscow, the capital of the Soviet Union. As a 
result, the Soviet Union felt it needed missile sites that could strike the United States. At the 
same time, the Cuban government wanted protection from the United States. They decided to 
work together and have the Soviet Union put nuclear missiles in Cuba that could strike any part 
of the U.S.  



After the sighting of the Cuban missile sites, President Kennedy called for a meeting of 
EXCOMM, which included Kennedy’s main security advisors. So as to not create a panic in the 
U.S., Kennedy at first kept to his regular schedule and just met with EXCOMM secretly at night 
at the White House.  Over the next 13 days, the world would be at its closest to nuclear war. 
EXCOMM considered a number of options from diplomacy to a full scale attack and invasion of 
Cuba. However, Kennedy was concerned that this would start World War III between the U.S. 
and the Soviet Union. He opted to set up a naval blockade of Cuba, preventing any more Soviet 
missiles to get to Cuba. He announced his plan on October 22, 1962. He showed the world the 
missile bases and said that the United States would be putting Cuba under quarantine. This 
meant that no offensive weapons would be allowed to enter Cuba, and he added that any attack 
on the U.S. from Cuba would be considered an act of war from the Soviet Union.  

Over the next several days, the crisis became more intense. The Soviet Union said they 
would not back down. By the 24th, Kennedy believed the U.S. would have to invade Cuba. 
Although the Soviet Union and its leader, Nikita Krushchev were publicly saying they would 
never back down, they were secretly negotiating with the United States. Eventually the two 
sides would come to an agreement. Much to the ire of Castro, the Soviet Union would remove 
their missiles from Cuba as long as the U.S. agreed never to invade Cuba again. In secret, the 
U.S. had to remove their Jupiter missiles from Turkey and Italy. The crisis was over on October 
28, 1962.  

The Cuban Missile Crisis was President Kennedy’s greatest moment. After the Bay of 
Pigs failure and the Berlin Wall, his leadership had come into question. The world could feel 
confident in the leader of the United States again. A movie, “Thirteen Days,” starring Kevin 
Costner, accurately portrays the reality and intense intrigue moments of the crisis. 

 
1979 

 
The year 1979 was an intense year during the Cold War. First of all, on January 1, 1979 

The United States and China formally established diplomatic relations. Not since Mao Zedong’s 
communist takeover in China in 1949 had the U.S. and China had any type of diplomatic 
relations. Then, on June 18th, U.S. President Jimmy Carter and Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev 
signed the SALT-II treaty, limiting nuclear weapons. But on November 4th, Iranian students 
invaded the U.S. embassy in Tehran, Iran and kidnapped 53 American hostages. The Iranian 
hostage crisis would last for 444 days, ending the date that Ronald Reagan took over as 
president from Carter. Then on December 24, 1979 Soviet forces invaded the neighboring 
country of Afghanistan to support the weakening communist government there. Over a million 
Afghan citizens were killed in the nine years of resulting warfare. But with U.S. aid, the Afghan 
forces finally prevailed and the Soviet Union was forced to withdraw from Afghanistan in early 
1989. The Soviet-Afghan War is considered a Cold War proxy war. It is also sometimes referred 
to as the Soviet Union’s Vietnam War. 

 
Collapse of the USSR 

 



On December 25, 1991, the Soviet flag flew over the Kremlin in Moscow for the last 
time. Fifteen member countries of the former USSR had now become independent nations. The 
once-mighty Soviet Union had fallen, largely due to the great number of radical reforms that 
Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachevhad implemented during his six years as leader of the 
USSR. However, Gorbachev was disappointed in the dissolution of his nation and resigned from 
his job on December 25. The totalitarian control over the economy, industry, and agriculture 
exercised since Joseph Stalin came to power had come to an end.  It was a peaceful end to a 
long, terrifying, and sometimes bloody epoch in world history. The Cold War that had lasted 
from 1945-1991 was finally over! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Overview Questions 
 

1. What significant event occurred on October 4, 1957? 
 
2. What two things began on this date? 
 
3. Who was the first man in space?                                     From what country? 
 
4. What was Neil Armstrong’s famous quote? 
 
5. Who flew the ill-fated U-2 spy plane that was shot down over the Soviet Union? 
 
6. What is significant about the Bay of Pigs? 
 

7. What were Cuban exiles trained by the CIA called? 
 

8. What leader was their mission supposed to overthrow? 
 

9. Berlin is the capital of _____________________. 
 

10. Why was the Berlin Wall built? 
 

11. What two U.S. Presidents made famous speeches at the Berlin Wall? 
 

12. How many years did the Berlin Wall last? 
 

13. In what country did a U-2 spy plane sight missiles aimed at the United States? 
 

14. What country was shipping the missles? 
 

15. How many days did the Cuban Missile Crisis last? 
 

16. The Cuban Missile Crisis was what president’s greatest moment? 
 

17. List three events from 1979 that were associated with the Cold War. 
 

18. The Soviet-Afghan War is considered the Soviet Union’s ________________ War. 
 

19. What country collapsed or ended on December 25, 1991? 
 

20. In what year did the Cold War end? 



People/Terms 
 

1. Sputnik 
 

2. Cosmonaut 
 

3. Yuri Gagarin 
 

4. Neil Armstrong 
 

5. Nikita Krushchev 
 

6. Francis Gary Powers 
 

7. Fidel Castro 
 

8. Freedom Fighters 
 

9. Bay of Pigs 
 

10. John F. Kennedy 
 

11. Ronald Reagan 
 

12. Mikhail Gorbachev 
 

13. Berlin Wall 
 

14. EXCOMM 
 

15. Quarantine 
 

16. Mao Zedong 
 

17. SALT-II 
 

18. Tehran 
 

19. Kremlin 
 

20. USSR 
 
 



Cold War Essay Question 
 

In a page, describe what the Cold War was, what two countries were the leaders of it, describe 
what you think were the three most important events in the Cold War, what caused it to end, 
and who won the Cold War.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


