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Assignments 
 

1. Read and study the Overview for “World War II” 
2. Outline of World War II 
3. Answer the Vocabulary sheet terms. You may use your Overview 

and/or Chromebook 
4. Answer the Overview Questions 
5. People Identification 
6. Essay Question 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

World War II Outline 
 

II. Phoney War 
III. Fall of France 

a. Maginot Line 
b. Dunkirk 
c. Paris 
d. France surrenders to Hitler (June 22, 1940) 

IV. Battle of Britain 
a. 1940-41 
b. Luftwaffe vs. RAF 
c. Winston Churchill 
d. Subways/Operation Pied Piper/Radar 

V. Battle for North Africa 
a. 1940-43 
b. Rommel vs. Montgomery/Patton 
c. El Alamein (*** Turning Point) 

VI. Germany Invades the Soviet Union  
a. June 22, 1941 
b. “Scorched earth policy” 
c. Stalingrad (August, 1942-February, 1943) (*** Turning Point) 

VII. Japan bombs Pearl Harbor/ U.S. enters the war (*** Turning Point) 
a. December 7, 1941 
b. “Yesterday, December 7, 1941, a date which will live in infamy” 
c. Destruction of Pacific fleet...but not aircraft carriers! 
d. U.S. enters the war 

VIII. War in the Pacific 
a. Doolittle Raid 
b. Midway (***Turning Point) 
c. Philippines/Bataan Death March 
d. “I shall return”/MacArthur 

IX. Invasion of Italy 
a. 1943 
b. Mussolini captured/rescued 
c. Bloodbath 
d. Patton 
e. Mussolini recaptured/executed (April 28, 1945) 

X. D-Day (*** Turning Point) 
a. June 6, 1944 
b. Normandy Invasion 
c. Eisenhower 
d. “Saving Private Ryan” 

 



 

XI. Holocaust 
a. Hitler’s “Final Solution” 
b. Six Million Jews Executed 
c. Auschwitz 
d. “Diary of Anne Frank” 

XII. Yalta Conference (February 4-11, 1945) 
XIII. FDR death (April 12, 1945) / Truman takes over 
XIV. Race to Berlin 

a. Soviet Invasion from East 
b. Allied Invasion from West 
c. Battle of the Bulge 
d. Hitler suicide (April 30, 1945) 
e. Fall of Berlin 

XV. VE Day (May 8, 1945) 
XVI. Island Hopping in Pacific 

a. Leapfrogging to Japan in 1945 
b. Iwo Jima/ Okinawa 

XVII. Atomic Bombs (*** Turning Point) 
a. Manhattan Project/Truman’s order 
b. Hiroshima (August 6, 1945) 

i. “Little Boy 
ii. “Enola Gay”” 
iii. 200,000 killed instantly 

b. Nagasaki (August 9, 1945) 
i. “Fat Man” 
ii. 80,000 killed instantly 

XVIII. VJ Day (August 15, 1945) 
a. Emperor Hirohito 
b. USS Missouri 
c. Mac Arthur 

XVIV. War’s End 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Coach Killam’s Overview of World War II 
 

After Germany successfully invaded and conquered Poland in 1939, most of the large 
scale fighting ended for about eight months. During this time Britain and France were frantically 
trying to raise and train their militaries to battle the formidable German forces. Germany made a 
few ventures to the north to overrun Norway, but for the moment, all was quiet on the western 
front. This period of uneasy calm was known as the Phoney War. The word “phoney” refers to 
“fake” or “not real”. 

In the meantime, France, for more than a decade had been investing much of the 
nation’s treasury in a line of forts along the French-German border, known as the Maginot Line. 
The Maginot Line, named for the French war minister who concocted this plan, was designed to 
be a wall of defense against any attack coming from Germany. Resembling concrete dams or 
bunkers, it was tall enough and wide enough inside to have sleeping quarters for troops, cafes 
and shops, room for vehicles to traverse, and large cannons that were aimed through slots in 
the walls toward Germany. This line of defense was France’s biggest hope for stopping any 
German invasion attempt into France. 

But in the spring of 1940, Hitler’s forces ended the stalemate by racing around through 
Belgium, and the German blitzkrieg stormed into Northern France, rendering the Maginot Line 
useless. Within weeks, the Germans swept into France, annihilating the French army at every 
turn. As the German forces neared the French capital of Paris, the French government began to 
prepare for defeat. The French navy was inexplicably taken into the Atlantic and scuttled. Paris 
was surrendered without a fight to keep the historical city from being destroyed. And what was 
left of the French army and the British force in France to help defend against the Germans, was 
bottled up on the shores of the English Channel at the town of Dunkirk. As the German 
blitzkrieg was about to crush the remaining allied force, the “Miracle at Dunkirk” happened. As 
the early morning fog broke, the desperate troops were treated to the sight of hundreds of ships 
and boats that had traversed the channel waters from Britain and miraculously appeared to ferry 
the 300,000 French and British soldiers in a miracle rescue to safety in England. The rescue 
prevented these troops from death or surrender and would allow them to be used later in the 
war. But, despite this uplifting moment of heroism, France would  surrender to Hitler on June 
22, 1940, in the same railcar at Versailles that Germany had surrendered to the allies in 1919. 
Hitler was so giddy at his success, that he lost bodily control and began dancing a jig, after the 
French surrender was complete. His war machine was in complete control. 

With France out of the way, and the Soviet Union still abiding by its nonaggression pact 
with Germany, Hitler began to turn his attention to the last formidable in Western 
Europe...Britain. Britain would be Hitler’s biggest prize, but with Britain being an island nation, 
and not connected to mainland Europe, it would be a much harder nut to crack than France. An 
assault landing from across the English Channel would be very difficult and a great loss of life 
for his army. So Adolf Hitler devised a different plan of attack. He would use his powerful 
Luftwaffe, or German air force, to bomb the British into submission and save his army until 
Britain was easier to invade. On July 10, 1940, just 18 days after the surrender of France, the 
German Luftwaffe began to bomb London and other British cities. But three things would be in 
Britain’s corner. One was the RAF, (Royal Air Force) and another, the newly elected British 



 

prime minister, Winston Churchill. Thirdly, a new device was invented to detect movement in 
the skies...Radar.  

During the first months of the bombing of Britain, the German Luftwaffe was wrecking 
great havoc on Britain. The destruction was massive. Britain was forced to allow the citizens of 
London to sleep in the subway tunnels for safety from German bombs during the nights. And to 
protect the London children from being killed, “Operation Pied Piper” was instituted. This 
glorious plan was for the children of London to be moved out into homes in the countryside for 
protection from the bombings in the city, where many of the youth were kept for the duration of 
the war.  

Churchill, nicknamed “British Bulldog” by the Germans for his bulldog-like face and 
appearance, pretty much single-handedly kept the British people and morale together 
throughout the devastating bombings. Churchill would be seen wading through the rubble of 
London each morning to assess damages and be seen by the London citizens. But he was such 
a great speaker and motivator. His “Blood, Sweat, and Tears” speech rallied Brits from the first 
days of the Battle of Britain. Other Churchill speeches would continue to rally from potential 
defeat during the following perilous months. He literally refused to allow Britain to give up and 
surrender! 

The RAF, although undermanned and outgunned early in the war, would grow in 
experience and power. As air raid sirens would announce the arrival of German fighters and 
bombers, pilots from the RAF would rally to meet them. As time went on, the German air force 
would continue to lose many irreplaceable planes and crew, but the RAF would continue to 
grow and get stronger. Finally, after more than a year had passed, the losses suffered by the 
Luftwaffe became too many to continue the bombing runs. Thanks to the RAF, Britain had been 
saved. Churchill recognized the brave pilots of the RAF with his words of thanks: “Never before 
has so much been owed by so many to so few.” He went on to say, “This was our finest hour.” 

Finally, an invention was made to detect German aircraft as they crossed the English 
Channel to bomb London. It was called RADAR. Radar’s spotting the German attackers gave 
the RAF time to get airborne and attack the invaders. This invention was a game-changer in the 
Battle of Britain. This battle, fought totally in the air, kept Hitler from conquering his last obstacle 
in Western Europe. But still only Britain stood in the way of Germany in Europe, and of Japan in 
the Pacific. 

Hitler’s other plans in 1940 included securing the borders of the Mediterranean Sea and 
gaining control of North Africa. Using his respected General, Erwin Rommel, also known as the 
“Desert Fox”, Hitler’s acclaimed “Afrikakorps” quickly defeated several British forces and 
conquered most of North Africa. Rommel’s brilliant battle tactics and his use of tanks, proved to 
be too great for the British until he was stopped 60 miles west of Alexandria, Egypt at El 
Alamein, by General Bernard Montgomery, in 1942. The Battle of El Alamein would be one of 
the first turning points in the war. War in North Africa would continue until 1943. The arrival of 
American General George Patton would seal the deal for the allies. Patton, a hard-nosed tank 
specialist, would outduel Rommel and force the Germans to give up on North Africa and send 
Rommel back to Europe, where he could be better used. 

Since the beginning of the war, Hitler had planned on conquering the Soviet Union. 
Despite his nonaggression pact with the Soviets in 1939, he had no intentions of honoring his 



 

word with the Soviets. So, after spending months in preparation, Hitler turned on the Soviets 
and began invading the Soviet Union. The date of June 22, 1941 was significant to Hitler 
because it was the one year anniversary of the fall of France to Germany. Therefore, he chose 
this date of good fortune to begin his invasion of the largest country in the world, and one that 
he loathed. The German blitzkrieg moved through Russia with great speed and little opposition. 
Victory looked to be in his grasp. But Hitler did not respect and learn from history. Just over a 
century earlier, the French power, Napoleon, tried the same invasion attempt. But the great 
geographic size of Russia, the Russian army, and the brutal Russian winter, did Napoleon’s 
powerful Grande Armee in. The retreating Soviets in 1941 tried much of the same approach that 
had helped stop Napoleon. As they retreated from the Germans, they would burn and leave 
nothing in the way of supplies for the invaders to use. This was known as “Scorched Earth 
Policy”. The advancing Germans would arrive near the Russian capital of Moscow, but Hitler 
decided on another plum to pick. Further south of Moscow was the city of Stalingrad, named for 
the Soviet dictator, Joseph Stalin. Destroying Stalin’s namesake was more important to Hitler. In 
August, 1942, the German forces began their assault on Stalingrad, and with great early 
success. But just like in Napoleon’s case, the Russian winter would prevail over the invaders. 
The brutal winter was bitterly cold and the German troops were still wearing their summer 
uniforms, as their winter ones had not arrived yet. Thousands of German troops froze to death. 
The Battle of Stalingrad continued bitterly from street to street and from building to building. 
Finally, in February, 1943, the freezing and exhausted German army was surrounded by the 
Soviets, and the Germans were forced to surrender. The Battle of Stalingrad would be a huge 
blow to Hitler and Germany, and would be another turning point in the war. 

While the Battle of Stalingrad was being fought in Russia, in the Pacific, Japan was 
conquering most of the territory bordering the Pacific Ocean. But to gain supreme control of the 
Pacific, Japan would have to awaken a sleeping giant… The United States. Just like in World 
War I, The US had chosen to remain neutral and stay out of world affairs. But Japan knew that 
war with the US was inevitable and wanted to surprise and catch the US forces in the Pacific 
area off guard. So, on the morning of December 7, 1941, a large Japanese force of planes, 
launched from the Japanese aircraft carriers that had sneaked to within a couple hundred miles 
of the US Pacific Fleet base at Pearl Harbor, in Hawaii, caught the American forces off guard. 
Much of the Pacific fleet was destroyed and about 2,400 Americans were killed in the attack. 
BUT, the most important warships of that time, the aircraft carriers, had slipped off  a couple of 
days earlier and were not destroyed. Whether or not US officials knew of the impending attack 
and sacrificed the antiquated battleships but saved the more important carriers or “flat tops”, is 
still a great topic of discussion today. Nevertheless, the happiest man in the world upon hearing 
of the attack on Pearl Harbor, was British Prime Minister Winston Churchill. He wasn’t happy 
about the great destruction and loss of American lives from the attack,but he was very excited 
that with the US now becoming involved in the war, that Britain was no longer alone against 
Germany and Japan! On the next day, US president Franklin Roosevelt made the famous 
speech before congress: “Yesterday, December 7, 1941, a date which will live in infamy…”, 
requesting a declaration of war. Congress agreed, and just like in World War I, the US would 
enter the war and save the day. 



 

To inspire the shocked Americans, a quick raid of retaliation was planned on Japan. On 
April 18, 1942, a daring raid of 16 B-25 bombers, led by Colonel James Doolittle, on the 
Japanese capital of Tokyo, regained some confidence for the Americans and was a 
psychological blow to the previously unscathed Japanese mainland. The Doolittle Raid was a 
great act of courage by the 80 Americans on the planes. They knew they didn’t have enough 
fuel to return to their aircraft carriers, so the crews ditched their planes in or near China. A few 
were rescued by loyal Chinese, others died crashing their planes, and many were captured and 
tortured, even to death by the Japanese.  

Then, on June 3-6, 1942, and by a stroke of great luck, the US would begin to turn the 
tide of war in the Pacific. The Battle of Midway, was a naval/air battle fought near the tiny 
island of Midway, which was “midway” between Hawaii and Japan. Japan had more aircraft 
carriers in the Pacific and had thus maintained a superiority over the US. Neither side knew 
exactly the location of the other’s fleet of carriers, so the approaching carriers from both sides 
were frantically sending swarms of planes to scour the ocean and find the enemy forces. 
Fortunately for the US, the American planes were able to find the Japanese first. In the ensuing 
battle, the three American carriers launched hundreds of planes to attack the four Japanese 
carriers. In the ensuing battle, all four Japanese aircraft carriers were sunk and the Americans 
lost only one of its carriers. This ended Japanese naval superiority in the Pacific and would be a 
big turning point in the war. 

But Japan was not done. Earlier, in April, 1942, the Japanese conquered the Philippines 
and forced the surrender of thousands of American and Filopino troops. American General 
Douglas MacArthur, commander in the Philippines, had earlier been evacuated, but made a 
very famous quote of “I shall return,” before he left. After the surrender, about 75,000 captured 
American and Filipino soldiers were forced to march through the Bataan Peninsula jungles for 
65 miles before the ones still alive were interred in a prison camp at the other end of the 
peninsula. About 18,000 perished on the brutal march from the elements, lack of food and 
water, and especially from sadistic Japanese soldiers, who shot or bayoneted many of the 
captives. The “Bataan Death March” would forever be a black mark associated with Japanese 
care of American prisoners of war. 

Meanwhile, back in Europe, the US and its allies, began to prepare to take back the 
continent from Hitler. In 1943, under the command of General Patton, American troops landed 
in Italy and with the help of General Montgomery and his British troops, began to invade 
Mussolini’s country. The battle for Italy would be a slow affair and would last until 1945. More 
American troops died in Italy than in France or Germany. Patton’s forces overran Italy’s weaker 
army,  and Mussolini was captured. But German commandos, arriving in gliders, rescued 
Mussolini and with the arrival of much stronger German troops, the battle for Italy continued and 
Mussolini was placed back in power. 

The next big turning point in the war occured on June 6, 1944, when over 250,000 
American and British troops invaded the French coast at Normandy. Known as D-Day, the 
Normandy Invasion was a bloody landing, costing the lives of thousands of American troops, but 
it proved that the allies were bent on retaking Europe from Hitler. The brains behind the 
Normandy invasion was US General Dwight Eisenhower. Eisenhower was named the 
Supreme Allied Commander in Europe. This was a difficult post. Not only did Eisenhower have 



 

to orchestrate the conquering of Germany, but he also had to deal with political egos from 
Britain and the US. The American general, Patton, and the British general Montgomery were 
constantly trying to outdo and gain the credit over the other. Patton, known as “Old Blood and 
Guts”, by his soldiers, was a driven leader who believed that wars were not won by just dying for 
your country. You won the war by making the other soldiers die for their country. After D-Day, 
the allied forces began to race across France toward Germany. The movie, “Saving Private 
Ryan”, is a movie that accurately describes D-Day and the advance through Europe.  

During World War II, another war of extermination was going on. The Holocaust, Hitler’s 
“final solution”, saw over six million European Jews and other undesireables in Hitler’s eyes, 
executed as prisoners of war. At first, many Jews were simply rounded up and shot. But as time 
went on, millions were sent in railroad boxcars to concentration camps to be gassed. The POW 
camp at Auschwitz, in Poland, was the worst of the camps. The horrors and atrocities that 
occured during the Holocaust would be only be really known allied forces rescued the survivors 
of the camps. 

As the Allies advanced to Berlin, the German capital, from the west, Soviet forces were 
rapidly advancing to Berlin from the East. By this time, the outcome of the was pretty much 
determined. So, in February, 1945, the Big 3 (Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin), met in Yalta to 
discuss the ending of the war and plans for rebuilding the world after the war’s end. The Yalta 
Conference was difficult due to the egos of the three leaders, and it would be Roosevelt’s final 
act. Franklin Roosevelt died of a stroke, convelacing in Georgia, on April 12, 1945. 

As the allies and Russians were converging on Berlin, the Germans made one last effort 
to stop the advance from the west. On December 16, 1944, a surprise German 
counteroffensive, slammed into the American lines, creating a large “bulge” in the American 
battle lines of attack. But the Americans bravely fought back, not allowing their lines to actually 
break. Despite braving desperate German soldiers and a brutal winter, the bulge in the lines 
was repaired and the drive toward Berlin was continued. Churchill called the Battle of the Bulge, 
“the greatest American battle of the war.”  

As the world began to crumble around Hitler, he retreated into his large underground 
bunker in Berlin. Eisenhower agreed to let the Soviets have first shot at Berlin. The Soviets were 
extremely vindictive toward not only the German soldiers, but to the German civilians as well, 
due to the horrific treatment of Russian civilians during Germany’s earlier invasion attempt on 
the Soviet Union. As Soviet troops arrived in Berlin and began to take the city, street by street, 
Hitler knew the end was near. On April 30, 1945, he and his new wife, Eva Braun, committed 
suicide, thus ending the bloody rule of the German dictator. Two days earlier, on April 28, 1945, 
the Italian leader, Mussolini, and his girlfriend were captured and executed. Their bodies were 
then hanged upside down in an Italian town square, for people to observe and mutilate. My 
father-in-law, Prentiss Walters, an American soldier fighting in Italy, took a photo of the two 
mutilated bodies that will always be present in my mind. After the fall of Berlin, the surviving 
German army surrendered to the allies on May 8, 1945.  This date will always be known as V-E 
Day, or Victory in Europe Day.  

But in the Pacific Theater, the war was far from over. Japan was using suicide pilots 
called “kamikaze” pilots to fly planes with bombs into allied ships, in efforts to sink as many 
allied ships as possible. Kamikaze means “divine wind”. Hundreds of US ships and thousands 



 

of lives were lost in kamikaze attacks, but Japan had depleated most of it’s supply of good 
pilots.  But on  October 20, 1944, General MacArthur lived up to his word, and returned to the 
Philippines. After retaking the Philippines, allied forces began to slowly inch forward to Japan. 
Because of the many islands guarded by Japanese troops, and the great distance needed to 
reach Japan, the allies began an approach known as “Island Hopping”, or leapfrogging over 
some of the islands to speed up arrival in Japan. In February, 1945, American troops began the 
Battle of Iwo Jima, in an effort to retake the island from over 20,000 Japanese troops 
entrenched in man-made caves on the island. The bloody battle lasted over a month. Beginning 
on April 1, 1945, the Battle of Okinawa, began in what would be the last major battle of the 
war. It would last for over three months until June 22, the fifth anniversary of the fall of France 
and the fourth anniversary of the German invasion of Russia. Thousands of Americans died 
taking the island that was just south of Japan. 

Back in America, new president Harry Truman, was faced with a real dilemma. While 
the American military leaders were making plans for an invasion of Japan, he was approached 
with an earth-changing bit of news. American scientists had developed a new weapon of mass 
destruction… the atomic bomb. The “Manhattan Project” was the developing of the worst 
weapon the world had known. Tested on July 16, 1945, at White Sands in New Mexico, it could 
provide a means to kill thousands of people in a matter of seconds. As Truman was informed of 
this new weapon, he was faced with a tough decision. Should he go ahead with the previously 
prepared invasion of Japan, that would cost hundreds of thousands of American lives, or should 
he drop the atomic bomb on a Japanese city and wipe out hundreds of thousands of innocent 
civilians, but might force a Japanese surrender with no loss of American lives? He chose the 
latter. And on August 6, 1945, a lone American bomber plane, the Enola Gay, dropped one 
single bomb, “Little Boy”, on the Japanese holy city of Hiroshima, killing 200,000 people 
instantly and destroying most of the city. But Japan still refused to surrender, so three days 
later, on August 9, 1945, another atomic bomb, “Fat Man” was dropped on the city of 
Nagasaki, Japan, killing 80,000 more people. Japan had had enough. And on August 15, 
1945, Japan surrendered. This date would be known as V-J Day, for victory over Japan. The 
official surrender occurred on September 2, 1945, onboard the Battleship Missouri, as 
MacArthur accepted the Japanese official surrender from representatives of Japan’s emperor, 
Hirohito.  

So, after six long and bloody years, the worst war this world has ever seen, finally came 
to an end. But peace would still be hard to maintain as the world entered a new era… the Cold 
War. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Overview Questions 
 

1. What was France’s hope of protection from a German attack on France? 
 

2. In what french town was there a “miracle” rescue from the advancing German troops? 
 

3. What country surrendered to Germany on June 22, 1940? 
 

4. What was the “Luftwaffe”?                                                  What was the RAF? 
 

5. What country did Germany try to bomb into surrender? 
 

6. Who was the leader of Britain during WW II? 
 

7. What great German general was known as the “Desert Fox?’ 
 

8. What was the turning point battle in North Africa? 
 

9. What country did Germany invade on June 22, 1941? 
 

10. What battle was the turning point in this invasion? 
 

11. What date was Pearl Harbor bombed? 
 

12. What was the name of the first raid on Japan? 
 

13. What battle was the turning point of the war in the Pacific? 
 

14. What was the name of the deadly march of US and Filipino soldiers that were 
slaughtered by Japanese troops in the Philippines? 

 
15. What date was D-Day? 

 
16. Over six million Jews were exterminated during the _____________________. 

 
17. May 8, 1945 is known as ________________________. 

 
18. The Allies’ tactic or approach to reaching Japan was called 

___________________________. 
 

19. Two cities that the atomic bomb was dropped on were: 



 

20. The date of the official end of World War II (six years and a day after the war began) was 
__________________________________. 

 
 
 
 

Vocabulary/People 
 

1. Phoney War 
 

2. Maginot Line 
 

3. Radar 
 

4. Aircraft carrier 
 

5. D-Day 
 

6. Auschwitz 
 

7. Island Hopping 
 

8. V-E Day 
 

9. V-J Day 
 

10. Kamikaze 
 

11. George Patton 
 

12. Bernard Montgomery 
 

13. Dwight Eisenhower 
 

14. Erwin Rommel 
 

15. Holocaust 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Essay 
 

List and describe five turning points in World War II 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


