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Assignments 

 

1. Read and study the Overview for “World War II - Causes” 

2. An outline of World War II’s causes is included 

3. Answer the Vocabulary sheet terms. You may use your 

Chromebook and/or the Overview 

4. Answer the Overview Questions 

5. People Identification 

6. Essay Question 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

World War II Outline 

I. Causes 

a. World War I/Treaty of Versailles 

b. Depression 

c. Aggression 

d. Four Strong Dictators 

e. Alliances and Appeasement 

f. Germany Invades Poland 

 

(Packet #4) 

II. Phoney War 

III. Fall of France 

IV. Battle of Britain 

V. Battle for North Africa 

VI. Japan bombs Pearl Harbor/ U.S. enters the war 

VII. War in the Pacific 

VIII. Germany Invades the Soviet Union 

IX. Invasion of Italy 

X. D-Day 

XI. Island Hopping 

XII. Holocaust 

XIII. Race to Berlin 

XIV. VE Day 

XV. Atomic Bombs/VJ Day 

XVI. War’s End 

 

 



 

 

 

Coach Killam’s World War II Overview (Packet #3) 

Causes of World War II 

 World War I was thought to be the “war to end all wars” or the “Great War”. But, in just 20 

short years, an even greater and more deadly war would decimate much of the world. This brutal 

conflict would be known as World War II.  

 What could possibly be the cause/causes for this unthinkable conflict? The first cause was World 

War I itself, and the Treaty of Versailles that ended it. Despite the efforts of U.S. President Woodrow 

Wilson, the other members of the Big Four wanted to make Germany pay and pay and pay. Germany 

was already in an economic disaster due to the war. France and Britain, in particular, wanted to make 

Germany pay.  Germany had been forced to pay unreasonable reparations (payments) of billions of 

dollars each year, for damages it had caused during the war. Germany made its first annual payment in 

1921, but as its financial crisis increased, it could not pay any more reparations. This outraged France to 

the point that it sent troops to occupy the Ruhr Valley, Germany’s chief industrial and mining center, 

planning to collect reparations by taking over the Ruhr’s mines and factories. 

 A second cause was the Great Depression. Decimated by war and economically tanked by harsh 

reparations, Germany plummeted into a severe economic depression in the 1920’s. Britain and much of 

Europe followed suit. When the U.S. stock market crashed in October, 1929, the United States also 

became embroiled in the Great Depression. After a prosperous “Roaring 20’s”, the unemployment rate 

in the United States soared to almost 25% by 1930. But as devastating as the Great Depression was in 

the United States, it was much worse in Germany and in much of Europe. Britain’s unemployment rate 

hovered around 30%, but in Germany, one out of every three Germans were unemployed. In Germany, 

bread lines were long and stores could not serve the majority of citizens. Germans were forced to 

depend on radishes for food. It was radishes for breakfast, lunch, and supper, and radish tea was the 

main drink. Tensions began to mount in and between nations due to starving and impoverished 

situations caused by the depression. Germans were desperate for someone to lead them out of their 

economic depression. It would be persuasive mad man that pushed his way into power, and he provided  

economic growth and stability for Germany. Through growth in the military and in military arms, he 

provided financial jobs and financial help for Germany. By placing blame on a particular race of people, 

he provided a psychological scapegoat for their problems.  And he began to re-establish national pride 

for his country. His name: Adolf Hitler. 

 Hitler and three other dictators began to dominate the world scene. Benito Mussolini of Italy, 

Joseph Stalin, of the Soviet Union, and Hideki Tojo, of Japan joined Hitler, in asserting their power and 

will on their own counties and their neighboring countries as well.  

 Mussolini, rose to power similar to the ways of Hitler. He was a member of the “Black Shirts”, an 

organization that used force to dominate local and then regional politics in Italy. His  Fascist political 



party was similar to socialism and, its political philosophy called fascism,  glorified the state above the 

individual by emphasizing the need of a strong central government led by a dictator. By the mid 1920’s 

Mussolini and his Fascists had risen into power to the extent that they outlawed all other political 

parties in Italy. Mussolini began to rule Italy with the title, Il Duce, which means “The Leader”.  

 Stalin, originally named Joseph Dzugashvili, was only about 5’3” and was self-conscious about 

his shortcomings. To create a sign of strength, he changed his last name to “Stalin”, which means “Man 

of Steel”.  Paranoid about most things, Stalin used his position of General Secretary to gain complete 

control of the Communist Party and he wiped out any opposition, to become dictator of the Soviet 

Union, following the death of Vladimir Lenin in 1924. His “Five Year Plan” was instituted which focused 

on industry over agriculture, and forced government control over farms and businesses. Although wages 

for workers declined by 43%, the Soviet Union became much more Industrialized during his reign. But 

the previously mentioned paranoia, propelled him to have millions of his own countrymen executed if 

they were found discontented with him or his policies. Joseph Stalin was the ultimate evil dictator. 

 Tojo, the General of the Imperial Japanese Army, then war minister, and finally the 27th prime 

minister of Japan, used his power to gain control of the Japanese government and military. Tojo would 

lead Japan into becoming an industrial giant and a military bully to the Pacific theater. And he would 

rank as one of the four strongest dictators in the world. 

 That brings us to Adolf Hitler. Born in Austria in 1889, Hitler, a child of an imperfect family, had 

ambitions of becoming a successful artist or painter. Although being good at his craft, he was not able to 

crack the upper echelon of Vienna’s painters. As World War I evolved, Hitler became enamored with 

Germany and the German military. Hitler, using the Austrian language of German as a reason, joined the 

German army and officially became a German. Hitler was a dedicated soldier who suffered nerve 

damage from poison gas in the war trenches and was bitter when Germany surrendered, ending the 

war. Only 5’6”, Hitler was not one for many others to take seriously. But he began to ally himself with 

thugs, who bullied their way into winning a few local elections. Their political party became known as 

the Nazi party. The Nazis, over time, slowly but surely gained more control in local elections during the 

Great Depression. Because of his bullish tendencies, he was arrested and even served some time in 

prison. While in prison, Hitler wrote Mein Kampf or “My Struggle”, an account of his movement and its 

basic ideas. His theory emphasized the right of “superior” nations, like Germany, to lebensraum, “living 

space” through expansion. Because of Germany’s dire economic straits, the Nazis and Hitler, gained 

power dramatically , through promises of a new Germany through nationalism and imperialism. Hitler, 

being in the right place at the right time, was named chancellor of Germany and then dictator. All 

political parties, except the Nazis, were abolished. People took oaths of loyalty to their Fuhrer or 

“Leader”.   

As sole leader of Germany, Hitler relied on instruments of terror to maintain control. His secret 

police, known as the SS, were an important force for maintaining order, by use of murder and terror. 

Their chief goal was to rid Germany of undesirables and to further the “Aryan Master Race”. The Nazi 

Party reflected the strong anti-Semitic, or anti-Jewish beliefs of Hitler. Hitler’s “final solution” was to 

exterminate the Jewish race from the face of the earth… and he got close to achieving his goal.  

In the economic sphere, Hitler used public works projects, military armaments production, and 

grants to private construction firms to put people back to work and end the depression. Unemployment 



became almost non-existent, and the overall population of Germany lauded Hitler as a hero for bringing 

Germany back to prosperity. 

Two countries, in particular, began to use their power toward “aggression”, to extend their 

borders and power. Germany, using military force, annexed its neighbor and Hitler’s birth-country of 

Austria, as well as Czechoslovakia. Italy, under the leadership of Mussolini, invaded the African nation of 

Ethiopia. Mussolini used this invasion of Ethiopia to show off his newly built military forces. But his plan 

almost backfired. Ethiopia using rocks, sticks, and spears held its own for a while against the invaders. 

The lack of being a dominant force almost made Mussolini and Italy a laughing stock. But superior 

weaponry finally won out and Ethiopia fell to the Italians. Japan, also needing more livings space and 

natural resources set its sights on China and the province of Manchuria. After a swift military invasion, 

Manchuria and other parts of China were conquered, mainly for their iron ore and other natural 

resources that could help the Japanese military machine and agricultural crops for the Japanese 

population.  

And as world tensions became high, alliances were made. The Axis Powers, or the Rome-Tokyo-

Berlin axis, became an alliance that included Germany, Italy, and Japan. Because of Hitler’s aggressive 

actions, Britain and France both became very suspect of the German leader’s actions. In a conference in 

Munich, Germany in 1938, British and French representatives agreed to a policy known as 

“appeasement”, which allowed Hitler his previous conquests, with his promise that he would not further 

his aggression and would agree to maintain peace and stability in Europe. Although Austria and 

Czechoslovakia were sold out on, British prime minister, Neville Chamberlain, returned to Britain from 

Munich, boasting the agreement meant “peace for our time.”  

But Hitler had no intentions of letting up. After seeing that he had successfully duped the British 

and French, he set his sights on Poland. To ensure no interference from the Soviet Union, Germany and 

the Soviets agreed to a Nonaggression Pact on August 23, 1939. This agreement was a promise that 

neither Germany or the Soviet Union would attack each other. Hitler, though was accustomed to 

breaking his promises, and would actually invade the Soviet Union in a couple of years. Then, on 

September 1, 1939, Germany began its invasion of Poland. This would be the start of World War II. With 

Britain and France too far away to help and totally unprepared for war, and the Soviet Union out of the 

picture as well, Hitler stunned Europe with the speed and efficiency of the German attack on Poland. His 

blitzkrieg or “lightning war”, conquered Poland in less than a month. The blitzkrieg was in three parts. 

First, the German air force, the “Luftwaffe”, bombed Polish airfields and military sites and destroyed the 

much smaller Polish air force. Then, the German tank corps, destroyed pretty much everything in its 

path. Finally, the German infantry mopped up and secured the country. Thanks to Hitler’s deceit and his 

well-organized and efficient blitzkrieg, his plan for conquering Europe had a strong beginning. 

 

 

  

 

 



 

Overview Questions 

1. What were six causes of World War II? 

 

 

2. What country was particularly hammered by the Treaty of Versailles? 

 

3. What world event immediately followed World War I and would be a cause of World War II? 

 

4. List four strong dictators and the countries that they were from, leading up to World War II. 

 

 

5. What political party did Mussolini found? 

 

6. What does “Stalin” mean? 

 

7. What was Hitler’s career that he hoped for? 

 

8. What country was he actually from? 

 

9. What race of people did he blame Germany’s problems on? 

 

10. What two countries did Hitler annex? 

 

11. What country did Italy conquer? 

 

12. What region and country did Japan conquer? 

 

13. What style of warfare did Hitler use? 

 

14. What country did Germany sign a nonaggression pact with? 

 

15. What country did Germany invade to start World War II? 

 

16. What date did World War II begin? 

 

 



 

Vocabulary 

1. Reparations- 

 

2. Depression- 

 

3. Fascism- 

 

4. Nazi- 

 

5. Concentration camps- 

 

6. Aryan- 

 

7. Propaganda- 

 

8. Appeasement- 

 

9. Axis Powers- 

 

10. Blitzkrieg- 

 

People 

1. Adolf Hitler- 

 

2. Benito Mussolini- 

 

3. Hideki Tojo- 

 

4. Joseph Stalin 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Essay Question 

Compare and contrast Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin. Share what countries they were from, what 

qualities they possessed, how they came into power, and how they made their countries powerful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


