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Assignments 

1. Read and study the overview for “The Cold War” 
2. Outline of the Cold War 
3. Answer the Vocabulary sheet terms. You may use 

your Overview and/or Chromebook 
4. Answer the Overview Questions 
5. Identification 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Cold War Outline 
 

Part 1 (Packet 5) 
 

I. Background and definition of the Cold War 
II. Creation of the Iron Curtain and Division of Germany and Berlin 

III. Truman Doctrine 
IV. Marshall Plan 
V. Berlin Airlift 
VI. Formation of NATO and the Warsaw Pact 

VII. Korean War 
VIII. Vietnam War 

_______________________________________________________ 
Part 2 (Packet 6) 

IX. Sputnik and the Space Race 
X. U-2 Spy Plane Incident 
XI. Bay of Pigs 

XII. Creation of the Berlin Wall 
XIII. Cuban Missile Crisis 
XIV. 1979 
XV. Fall of the Berlin Wall 
XVI. Dissolution of the USSR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Coach Killam’s Overview of the Cold War (Part 1) 
 

World War II ended in the fall of 1945, but the nations of the world would still find ways to 
continue to be at odds with each other. English writer, George Orwell, created a term for the 
upcoming decades, as he predicted that a “Cold War” would engulf the world. Lasting from 
1945-1991, the Cold War was a war waged on political, economic, and propaganda fronts, with 
a more limited recourse to weapons than a “hot” war like World War I or World War II. 

As WW II ended, two countries would emerge as true superpowers. One, the United 
States, would come through WW II almost unscathed. But due to the war, it became a huge 
industrial giant and due to its escaping destruction (with the exception of Pearl Harbor),being a 
military giant, and possessing the weapon of mass destruction, the U.S. had become a 
dominant superpower. The other, the Soviet Union, (U.S.S.R.), emerged from the war as a 
superpower out of necessity. This geographic giant had to become an industrial and military 
giant in order just to survive an invasion by Hitler’s Germany and to become a nation of might. 
However, these two countries would become bitter enemies, not trusting each other, and would 
divide the world into two distinct entities, Democracy vs. Communism.   
 

        Iron Curtain 
By 1946, there was such a division in Europe, between U.S.-backed and Soviet-backed 

countries, that there was a literal “Iron Curtain” separating these two sides. Even British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill made reference to the division between Eastern Europe and Western 
Europe as an “iron curtain”, in a speech to college students in Missouri. Initially a non-physical 
boundary dividing Europe into two separate areas, the Iron Curtain later became a term for a 
4,300 mile-long physical boundary of fences, walls, minefields, and watchtowers that divided the 
east and the west.  

Division of Germany and Berlin 
Once World War II ended, the allies agreed to divide Germany into four parts or sectors, 

one governed by The U.S., one by Britain, one by France, and the fourth by the Soviet Union. 
Since Germany had played a huge role in starting two world wars in the past 30 years, the four 
divisions would allow Germany to rebuild under the watchful eyes of the allied powers, thus 
eliminating a chance for Germany to cause a third world war. Berlin, Germany’s once-powerful 
capital city would also be divided into four sectors as well, even though it lay deep inside the 
Soviet sector.  

Truman Doctrine 
The battle between communism and democracy, extended into other areas in or near 

Europe. Communism, a type of government associated with the Soviet Union, involved having 
everything shared equally, the people treated equally, and little private ownership. In a 
communist government, the government owns almost everything including property, means of 
production, education, transportation, and agriculture. Democracy, as promoted by the United 

 



States, is rule by the people, with explicit guaranteed freedoms protecting citizens and private 
enterprise. 

In Greece and Turkey, both countries, war torn and needing to rebuild, were in great 
need of support. To combat the threat of Soviet communism that was wanting to take over the 
two countries, U.S. President Harry Truman got permission from congress, on April 12, 1947,  to 
appropriate over $400 million to rebuild Greece and Turkey and to check the spread of 
communism in those two countries. This gift from the U.S. greatly helped rebuild the two 
countries and gained the support of the people there for the U.S. and democracy. This financial 
effort from the U.S was known as the Truman Doctrine. 

Then, in just a year later, on April 7, 1948, with the help of Secretary of State George C. 
Marshall, Truman was able to appropriate almost $13 billion in assistance aid for Europe, to any 
country needing it, and to rebuild countries and to promote democracy over communism. This 
act became known as the Marshall Plan. Marshall, a five star general, was Truman and 
Roosevelt’s right hand man, was chairman of the joint chiefs of staff and architect of most of the 
success of World War II. The Marshall Plan and the Truman Doctrine played key roles in 
keeping over half of Europe democratic and allies of the United States. 

 
Berlin Airlift 

The Berlin Airlift could be called the first battle of the Cold War. It was when western 
countries delivered much needed food and supplies to the city of Berlin through air, because all 
other routes were blocked by the Soviet Union. The west wanted Germany to be united under 
one democratic government, but of course, the Soviet Union didn’t want this. 

The city of Berlin was an island in the middle of the Soviet controlled zone. The west 
sent supplies there via railroads and roads. But the Soviets wanted total control of Berlin. They 
figured if they cut off Berlin from supplies and food, then the Berliners would be forced to fall 
under Soviet control. So, on June 24, 1948 the Soviets blocked all rail, road, and canal traffic to 
Berlin. They cut off the electricity coming from the Soviet part of the city and halted all traffic 
going in and out of Berlin. The only way in was to fly. 

When the blockade first started, the city of Berlin had only about 36 days worth of food. 
They also needed tons of coal for energy, as well as medical supplies and other supplies 
needed. Without going into war or giving up the city of Berlin, the only option the western 
countries had was to try and fly in all supplies. The Soviets believed that an airlift would not 
work. And they felt that the people of Berlin would give up.  

Known as “Operation Vittles”, the Berlin Airlift saw the United States and Great Britain fly 
almost 300,000 flights into Berlin, averaging a plane landing every thirty seconds. They carried 
over 2.3 million tons of supplies into the city. To help with the morale in the city, pilots would 
drop candy for kids, that was attached to little parachutes over Berlin. This was called 
“Operation Little Vittles”. On May 12, 1949 the Soviet Union gave up and stopped the blockade, 
thus ending the Berlin Airlift. The U.S. and its allies had one the first match in the Cold War! 

 
Formation of NATO and the Warsaw Pact 

On April 4, 1949, NATO, or the North Atlantic Treaty Organization was formed. 
Originally, 12 countries, including the United States, NATO was organized to check the Soviet 

 



Union and its spread of communism. Belgium, Britain, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, and the U.S. made up the original NATO. 
Today 30 countries now make up NATO. On May 14, 1955 the Warsaw Pact was formed. The 
Soviet Union and seven of its European satellite nations signed this treaty or pact, which called 
for these countries to come to the defense of any of these countries if they ever came under 
attack. This pact was organized to counter NATO. Warsaw Pact nations included the Soviet 
Union, Albania, Poland, Romania, Hungary, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Bulgaria as 
members. The Warsaw Pact would remain intact until 1991.  

 
Korean War  

The threat of communism began to make its way to another area of the world. The 
Korean Peninsula became the next big obstacle. Before World War II, the Korean Peninsula 
had been part of Japan. After WW II, it needed to be divided up. The northern half went under 
the control of the Soviet Union, and was communist. The southern half was under the control of 
the United States, and was free or democratic. The two sides were divided at the 38th parallel. 
The two sides did not get along and there were constant skirmishes along the border at the 38th 
parallel.  

Then on June 25, 1950 North Korea invaded South Korea. The South Korean forces 
fled and forces from the United Nations came to help out. The United States provided the 
majority of the United Nations forces. Soon, the South Korea government only occupied a small 
tip of Korea at the southern tip. At first, the UN forces were only trying to defend South Korea, 
but after the first summer of fighting, President Truman decided to go on the offensive. He said 
the war now was about liberating North Korea from communism.  

General Douglas MacArthur led the UN forces in the invasion attack to regain Korea at 
the Battle of Inchon. The battle was a great UN victory and MacArthur followed this momentum 
by moving inland and routing the North Korean army. He soon retook Korea’s largest city of 
Seoul as well as South Korea back up to the 38th parallel. MacArthur, despite Truman ordering 
him to stop, didn’t stop at the 38th parallel and began to invade North Korea, getting close to its 
border with China. This caused the Chinese to attack the invading UN forces with great 
numbers. Before the war’s end over 900,000 Chinese soldiers participated in the conflict, many 
more than the numbers of the UN forces. 

At this point, Truman met with MacArthur to discuss his not following orders. The two 
had a parting of ways and Truman fired MacArthur, replacing him with General Matthew 
Ridgway. Ridgway fortified the border just north of the 38th parallel. Here, the two sides would 
battle for the rest of the war, with neither side gaining an advantage. Finally, on July 27, 1953 a 
treaty was signed, ending the war. Both countries would remain independent and the border 
would remain at the 38th parallel. However, a 2 mile wide demilitarized zone was placed to act 
as a buffer to hopefully prevent future wars. About two million Korean citizens died in the war, 
as well as several hundred thousand soldiers died. The United States reported that 54,000 
American troops were killed. My dad, Wilton Killam served during the Korean War. The 1970’s 
and 1980’s hit TV show M*A*S*H, was set during the war. Today, tensions along the 38th 
parallel are high and about 28,000 American troops are stationed there. 

 

 



Vietnam War 
The most familiar war to Americans in Southeast Asia, was the Vietnam War. Called 

French Indochina, Vietnam was ruled by France before World War II, by Japan during WW II, 
and again by France until 1954, when it won its independence from France. Vietnam was 
divided at the 17th Parallel, with North Vietnam being communist and South Vietnam 
democratic. Hanoi would be the capital city of North Vietnam, and Saigon the capital city of 
South Vietnam. But Vietnam would be a battleground for communism vs. democracy, as war in 
Vietnam began on November 1, 1955. Vietnamese leader Ho Chi Minh, declared all out war in 
1959, to unite Vietnam under one rule. Ho Chi Minh, a communist, began to lead North 
Vietnamese soldiers and Viet Cong soldiers in invasion attempts into the south. In 1961, US 
military advisors began to take a direct role in the war. By 1963, over 16,000 US military 
advisers were in South Vietnam, helping the South Vietnamese Army.  

Then, on November 2, 1963, South Vietnamese president Ngo Dinh Diem was 
assassinated, just three weeks before U.S. President John F. Kennedy was assassinated, thus 
creating a volatile situation in Vietnam. In 1964, the United States passed the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution, after two U.S. destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin were attacked by the North 
Vietnamese. This allowed U.S. troops to use armed force in the area. On March 8, 1965 the first 
“official” U.S. combat troops arrived in Vietnam, and the U.S. began bombing North Vietnam. 

Hundreds of thousands of U.S troops were deployed to Vietnam. President Lyndon B. 
Johnson had the plan to help the South Vietnamese get strong enough to fight the North rather 
than having the U.S. win the war for them. Putting limits on the U.S. troops and not allowing 
them to attack North Vietnam, having to fight in jungles, and the difficulty of knowing who the 
enemy was, made winning the war difficult. But the American government and media painted a 
picture that the war was close to being over, with victory for South Vietnam and the U.S. very 
eminent. But on January 30, 1968 all this changed, as North Vietnam launched the surprising 
Tet Offensive on the Vietnamese new year. U.S. and South Vietnamese forces were caught off 
guard, as around 100 South Vietnamese cities, including the capital city of Saigon were 
attacked. After several weeks, the North Vietnamese soldiers were driven out of the cities, but 
American and South Vietnamese confidence was shaken and the war had proved to be 
nowhere near over.  

By 1969, over 543,000 U.S. troops were serving in Vietnam. The war had become so 
unpopular in America, that President Johnson decided against running for re-election. Protests 
against the war were commonplace in American universities and cities, many turning violent. In 
July 1969 new President Richard Nixon promised to begin the withdrawal of U.S. troops. But at 
the same time, he ordered the bombing of North Vietnam to be stepped up. On January 27, 
1973, a ceasefire was negotiated. A few months later, the final U.S. troops were removed from 
Vietnam. 

For the next two years, South Vietnam tried to defend itself from North Vietnamese 
invasion. But with defeat looming, thousands of South Vietnamese people began trying to flee 
Vietnam for safety in the Philippines, the U.S. and other countries. Most tried to leave in boats 
but many of these died from exposure or were captured by pirates and sold into slavery. This 
exodus became known as the Convoy of Tears. On April 17, 1975 South Vietnam surrendered 
to North Vietnam, thus ending a long and grueling 20 year war. Saigon would be renamed “Ho 

 



Chi Minh City.” The Vietnam War is sometimes called the “10,000 Day War”. Over 57,000 
American soldiers died in the Vietnam War, and the Vietnam War will always be remembered as 
the first war the U.S ever lost, despite the fact that it was fought as a police action and never 
fought to win. 

 
Overview Questions 

 
1. What two countries emerged from World War II as rival superpowers? 

 
2. What two distinct entities was the world divided into during the Cold War? 

 
3. What countries were given control of the four sectors of Germany and Berlin? 

 
4. What two countries were affected by the Truman Doctrine? 

 
5. What famous general/secretary of state helped appropriate $13 billion in aid for 

European countries? 
6. What event was called the “first battle of the Cold War?” 

 
7. What was its code name? 

 
8. What two organizations were formed to deal with each other in the Cold War 

(1949, 1955)? 
 

9. What date did the Korean War begin? 
 

10. What date did it end? 
 

11. What American general led the U.N. forces during the first part of the Korean 
War? 

 
12. What is the dividing line between North and South Korea? 

 
13. What country entered the Korean War and changed the tide for North Korea? 

 
14. What man associated with Coach Killam served in the army during the Korean 

War? 
 

15. What country did Vietnam win its independence from in 1954? 
 

16. What was the boundary line between North and South Vietnam? 
 

17. List three U.S. Presidents who served in office during the Vietnam War. 

 



 
18. How many years did the Vietnam War last? 

 
19. What were three things that made winning the Vietnam War difficult for U.S. 

troops? 
 

20. What was another name for the Vietnam War? 
 
 

Vocabulary/People 
 

1. Cold War- 
 

2. Iron Curtain- 
 

3. Communism- 
 

4. Democracy- 
 

5. NATO- 
 

6. Warsaw Pact- 
 

7. Operation Little Vittles- 
 

8. Douglas MacArthur- 
 

9. Matthew Ridgway- 
 

10. Ho Chi Minh- 
 

11. Seoul- 
 

12. Hanoi- 
 

13. Saigon- 
 

14. Gulf of Tonkin Resolution- 
 

15. Convoy of Tears- 
 
Movies to watch for fun from this time period: 
 

 



We Were Soldiers-  (2002) My favorite movie about the Vietnam War; Stars Mel Gibson; 
Portrays the 1965 Battle of la Drang and Lieutenant Hal Moore; Some rough language and 
intense battle scenes but very accurate 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


