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1. In the 2000 presidential election, Ralph Nader ran as the candidate for the Green Party. How did Nader's 

position as a third party candidate effect the election results?  

 

A. He won so many states that a tie was declared in the electoral college. 

 

B. He won two states, which helped to shift the election in favor of the Democrats. 

 

C. He received so many contested votes in the electoral college that a recount was required. 

 

D. He received many popular votes, which helped to shift the election in favor of the Republicans. 

 

2. The federal government adjusts the Federal Reserve rates based on U.S. economic performance. Which 

action is the federal government most likely to take to boost the economy when it is doing poorly?  

 

A. 
The federal government will likely increase the interest rates so that the government can make more 

money in interest. 

 

B. 
The federal government will likely lower the interest rates so that businesses can save money and donate 

these savings to the treasury. 

 

C. 
The federal government will likely increase the interest rates so that people will pay more in interest, buy 

less, and save their money. 

 

D. 
The federal government will likely lower interest rates so that more people can borrow money at a 

cheaper rate. 

3.  

American and coalition forces have begun a concerted campaign against the regime of Saddam 
Hussein. In this war, our coalition is broad, more than 40 countries from across the globe. Our 
cause is just, the security of the nations we serve and the peace of the world. And our mission is 
clear, to disarm Iraq of weapons of mass destruction, to end Saddam Hussein's support for 
terrorism, and to free the Iraqi people. 

—George W. Bush 

 

President George W. Bush said these words shortly after which event?  

 

A. the U.S. defeat of the Taliban 

 

B. the attacks on American embassies in Africa 

 

C. the U.S. invasion of Iraq 

 

D. the September 11, 2001 attacks 

 



4. In 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev, the new leader of the Soviet Union, introduced the policy of glasnost or 

"openness." Which statement best describes the result of Gorbachev's new policy in the Soviet Union?  

 

A. People began to speak more freely and question the authority of the central government. 

 

B. People began to engage in civil disobedience and rioted to gain new freedoms. 

 

C. People were unsure that the new policy would last and remained loyal to the central government. 

 

D. People were uncertain about the new policy and waited to see if it was really true. 

5.  

Although many U.S. officials claimed that it was the responsibility of the United States to defend its allies in 

the Middle East, others adopted a different view. Intervention in Kuwait was not in the defense of the 

country's sovereignty. Rather, it was to defend American interests in Saudi Arabia, one of the world's largest 

oil-producing countries in the world. An Iraqi presence in Kuwait posed both an economic and geopolitical 

threat in the region, especially if Saddam Hussein utilized his control of regional oil fields for more than 

economic gain.  

 

Which is the best title for this excerpt?  

 

A. Alternative Motives for U.S. Intervention in the Persian Gulf War 

 

B. Argument for U.S. Involvement in the Iraq War 

 

C. In Defense of American Intervention Policies 

 

D. Economic Reasons for Iraqi Invasion of Saudi Arabia 

 

6. The international trade agreements between the United States and other nations, which began in the 

twentieth century and continue into the twenty-first century, affected multinational corporations. How were 

these corporations affected by trade agreements?  

 

A. 
They were able to expand their businesses, as the trade agreements allowed for more relaxed rules, 

lower tariffs, and the encouragement of international trade and business. 

 

B. 
They were able to raise the standard of living in poor counties by providing jobs, while maintaining 

the human rights of the workers and strict environmental standards. 

 

C. 
They were able to keep the same trade benefits when international trade agreements of the 1990's 

renewed several expired agreements under new names. 

 

D. 
They were forced to reduce their overseas business, as the trade agreements had stronger restrictions 

and set higher tariffs on both imports and exports. 

 

 

 

 

 



7. What effect has Bill Gates and the rise of the Microsoft Corporation had on the U.S. economy?  

 

A. 
a negative effect because Microsoft is in the top tier of the U.S. tax brackets, however, it pays less 

money in taxes than most companies 

 

B. 
a positive effect because Bill Gates is seen as an example of the American dream, which has 

encouraged many people to become successful entrepreneurs 

 

C. 
a positive effect because under Bill Gates, Microsoft has created many thousands of jobs, brings in 

billions of dollars in taxable revenue 

 

D. 
a negative effect because Bill Gates originally started Microsoft as a non-profit company, so the 

government can never collect taxes from the corporation 

 

8. H. Ross Perot ran as an independent candidate in the 1992 presidential election. Why was his candidacy 

in this election significant?  

 

A. He received the lowest number of votes for an independent candidate in any presidential election. 

 

B. He caused one of his opponents to drop out of the race a month before the election. 

 

C. He received the smallest amount of campaign contributions of any candidate since 1912. 

 

D. 
He divided the votes of the major parties by taking the highest share of independent votes since 

1912. 

 

9. One of the most controversial issues during the presidency of George W. Bush was education. What was 

one of the main questions related to education over which liberals and conservatives disagreed?  

 

A. Whether or not teachers should be required to work a longer school year. 

 

B. Whether or not school vouchers would improve the quality of education. 

 

C. Whether or not smaller classes would improve the quality of education. 

 

D. Whether or not increased funding for special needs students was necessary. 

 

10. What was one result of the attacks against the United States on September 11, 2001?  

 

A. President Bush discontinued diplomatic relations with Islamic nations in the Middle East. 

 

B. President Bush ended military alliances with Islamic nations in the Middle East. 

 

C. President Bush organized an international effort to fight a global War on Terror. 

 

D. President Bush asked the United Nations to send troops to fight a global War on Terror. 

 

 

 

 



11.  

We welcome change and openness; for we believe that freedom and security go together, that the advance 

of human liberty can only strengthen the cause of world peace. There is one sign the Soviets can make that 

would be unmistakable, that would advance dramatically the cause of freedom and peace. General 

Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and eastern Europe, if 

you seek liberalization, come here to this gate.  

—President Ronald Reagan, Berlin, June 12, 1987 

 

What "sign" for the advancement of "freedom and peace" is President Reagan referring to in this speech?  

 

A. the participation of Soviet athletes in the Los Angeles Summer Olympics 

 

B. the Soviet participation in Cold War negotiations in Berlin, Germany. 

 

C. the removal of barriers dividing East and West Berlin, Germany 

 

D. the removal of barbed wire barriers between Germany and the Soviet Union 

 

12. One of the buildings damaged during the September 11th attacks was  

 

A. the U.S. Capitol. 

 

B. the Washington Monument. 

 

C. the Pentagon. 

 

D. the White House. 

 

13. A view of the Berlin Wall and the Brandenburg Gate on December 1, 1989, when it was accessible from 

the East but still officially closed from the West. 

 
 

This photograph emphasizes the Berlin Wall's significance as a Cold War symbol of  

 

A. democracy for the people of West Germany. 

 

B. the Western Berliners struggle for entrance into the Soviet Bloc. 

 

C. the "Iron Curtain" that separated Western Europe from the Soviet Bloc. 

 

D. anger between Eastern and Western Berliners. 

 

 



14.  

Sec. 2. Mission. The mission of the Office shall be to develop and coordinate the implementation of a 

comprehensive national strategy to secure the United States from terrorist threats or attacks. The office shall 

preform the functions necessary to carry out this mission. . . . 

 

Sec. 3. Functions. The functions of the Office shall be to coordinate the executive branch's efforts to detect, 

prepare for, prevent, protect against, respond to, and recover from terrorist attacks within the United States. 

—Executive Order 13228, President George W. Bush, October 8, 2001 

 

Which U.S. government agency was created by Executive Order 13228?  

 

A. the Department of Defense 

 

B. the Department of Homeland Security 

 

C. the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

 

D. the Federal Protective Service 

 

15.  

Different View Points on Immigration 

View Point A View Point B 

• Support amnesty 

• Support legal and illegal Immigrants 

• Feel undocumented workers should have 

full citizenship rights and benefits 

• Feel that immigrants contribute to society in 

a positive way 

• Do not support amnesty 

• Support only legal immigrants 

• Support full citizenship and benefits only for 

those who take all necessary legal actions  

• Feel that immigrants take away from resources 

and are a burden on social services  

 

Which points of views are represented in the table?  

 

A. View Point A represents a moderate view and View Point B represents a conservative view. 

 

B. View Point A represents a liberal view and View Point B represents a conservative view. 

 

C. View Point A represents a conservative view and View Point B represents a liberal view. 

 

D. View Point A represents a moderate view and View Point B represents a liberal view. 
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