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1. "Détente" is a French word meaning a cooling off or the easing of tensions. President Nixon 

first used the foreign policy of détente in his attempts to  

 

A. establish improved political relations with the Soviet Union. 

 

B. establish new economic agreements with China. 

 

C. establish a peace treaty with the North Vietnamese. 

 

D. establish a new military alliance with Saudi Arabia. 

 

2. Compared to Lyndon Johnson, Ronald Reagan favored  

 

A. limited government economic intervention. 

 

B. an increase in corporate taxes. 

 

C. a decrease in military spending. 

 

D. the expansion of social welfare programs. 

 

3.  

• Almost doubled the U.S. military budget, causing  

economic problems for the Soviet Union 

• Supported the mujahideen in Afghanistan, causing  

more problems for the Soviet economy 

• Implemented technologically advanced defense projects, causing the Soviets to accept 

defeat in the arms race 

 

What is the best description of the information in the table?  

 

A. Nixon's attempts to cause the collapse of the Soviet Union 

 

B. Carter's attempts to make peace with the Soviet Union 

 

C. Reagan's contributions to the collapse of the Soviet Union 

 

D. Johnson's contributions to détente with the Soviet Union 



 

4. In 1979, which country took hostages from an American embassy?  

 

A. Iran 

 

B. Saudi Arabia 

 

C. Lebanon 

 

D. Israel 

 

5. President Richard Nixon pursued a policy of détente, the reduction in tension between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. SALT, the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks, was a part of 

this policy. Under SALT, the United States and the U.S.S.R. agreed to  

 

A. destroy all nuclear missile launchers in each country. 

 

B. limit the number of nuclear missile launchers possessed by each country. 

 

C. ban the use of nuclear weapons against civilians. 

 

D. prohibit the development and production of all types of nuclear weapons. 

 

6.  

Carter's predecessor, whom he says he emulates—Harry Truman—would have landed the 

Marines and offered to cripple Iran's economic base. These Iranians have committed an act of 

war against the United States and all Carter wants to do at the moment is talk. It is time to speak 

with the power and the might of a first rate country instead of the wishy-washy language of 

diplomatic compromise.  

—adapted from The Denver Post, Daniel Darlington, 1979 

 

The author of this editorial would most likely agree with which of the following statements?  

 

A. It is President Carter's fault that Iran turned out to be a theocratic government. 

 

B. President Carter should have stopped buying Iranian oil entirely. 

 

C. It is President Carter's fault that the Iranian hostage crisis happened in the first place. 

 

D. President Carter should have used American forces to rescue hostages in Iran. 

 

7.  

This Government has been informed that a Jewish state has been proclaimed in Palestine, and 

recognition has been requested by the provisional Government thereof.  



 

The United States recognizes the provisional government as the de facto authority of the new 

State of Israel.  

—Harry S. Truman, May 14, 1948 

 

 

Which statement best summarizes the United States' relationship with Israel since its initial 

declaration of sovereignty?  

 

A. 
The United States has ceased to give funding to Israel because of its continuing support of 

terrorist organizations. 

 

B. 
The United States has remained largely sympathetic to the Jewish state, offering financial 

and military aid to Israel. 

 

C. 
The United States has offered decreased support to Israel because of its treatment of 

Palestinians. 

 

D. 
The United States continues to provide economic aid to Israel, but has discontinued 

military aid. 

 

8. Ronald Reagan was involved in the Iran-Contra Affair during his second term as president. 

What were the main reasons for this scandal?  

 

A. 
The United States illegally sold uranium to Iran in order to buy weapons for the 

Nicaraguan Contras. 

 

B. 
The United States illegally sold weapons to Iran in order to support the Nicaraguan 

Contras. 

 

C. 
The United States sent illegal military aid to the Nicaraguan government to oppose the 

Contras. 

 

D. 
The United States paid to have Nicaraguan Contras trained in illegal military camps in 

Iran. 

 

9. In 1972, President Richard Nixon visited which communist country in an effort to improve 

diplomatic relations?  

 

A. Cuba 

 

B. China 

 

C. South Vietnam 

 

D. North Korea 

 



10.  

 
 

This photo shows U.S. President Jimmy Carter, Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, and Israeli 

Prime Minister Menachem Begin. Which event of 1978 were they celebrating?  

 

A. the end of the Vietnam War 

 

B. the creation of an Israeli state 

 

C. the construction of the Suez Canal 

 

D. the signing of the Camp David Accords 
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