
Advanced   Plant   &   Soil   Science  
Mrs.   Gunter  
 
Week   5   (April   27   -   May1)  
 

1. Article   &   Summary  
a.    Read   the   Food   Supply   Anxiety   Brings  

                Back   Victory   Gardens   Article   2020.  
b. Write   a   short   summary   about   how   it   

           relates   to   our   class   &/or   your   life.   
 

2. Vocabulary  
a.    Look   over/study   the   Plant   &   Tree   

    Identification   Vocabulary.   
b. Take   the   Plant   and   Tree   Identification   

                Vocabulary   Quizizz.  
 
 
 



Food Supply Anxiety Brings Back Victory 

Gardens - New York Times Article 2020 

Americans were once urged to plant in every patch of available soil — and produced about 40 

percent of the nation’s fresh vegetables. 

 

During World War II, some 20 

million victory gardens were 

planted in the United States. 

Credit...Bettman/Getty Images 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Tejal Rao  
March 25, 2020 
 

“Small things count,” read a headline in the tiny, insistent pamphlet published by the 

National War Garden Commission in 1919. The pitch made gardening a civic duty. 

And though the illustrations were cute, the text was urgent: “Prevention of widespread 

starvation is the peacetime obligation of the United States. … The War Garden of 1918 must 

become the Victory Garden of 1919.” 

https://www.nytimes.com/by/tejal-rao
https://archive.org/details/victorygardensfe00pack/page/n1/mode/2up


The victory garden movement began during World War I and called on Americans to grow 

food in whatever spaces they could — rooftops, fire escapes, empty lots, backyards. It 

maintained that there was nothing more valuable than self-sufficiency, than working a little 

land, no matter how small, and harvesting your own eggplant and tomatoes. 

 

A poster from the Minneapolis Defense Council urged planting.  Credit...Minnesota Historical 

Society/Getty Images 

That idea resonates as trips to the grocery store become fraught with fears of coronavirus 

exposure, and shoppers worry that industrial agriculture could fail them during a pandemic. 

When victory gardens came back to prominence during World War II, newspapers and 

magazines gleefully documented national gardening initiatives, with Life Magazine 

publishing full-page images of “pretty girls in becoming shorts” digging the ground in 1943. 

It looked like a stunt, but so many people took the movement to heart that, at one point, it’s 

estimated that home, school and community gardeners produced close to 40 percent of the 

country’s fresh vegetables, from about 20 million gardens. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/15/business/coronavirus-food-shortages.html
https://books.google.com/books?id=500EAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA28&#v=twopage&q&f=false


 
The movement was international — a At P.S. 88 in Queens, school children showing off 

woman preparing the soil for planting the cabbage they raised on a one-acre farm.  Credit... 

in London’s Hampstead Heath in 1941. War Department/Buyenlarge, via Getty Images 

Credit...Felix Mann/Getty Images  

 

As the war ended, and lawns took over American backyards, those earnest posters of cheery 

home gardeners and fierce-looking vegetables became a relic of wartime scarcity — until a 

few weeks ago. 

With panicked shoppers cleaning out stores, and basic foods like dried beans and potatoes 

becoming increasingly difficult to track down, even those with no gardening experience are 

searching for do-it-yourself YouTube videos on how to build a raised bed.Updated 6m ago 

On the first day of spring, home gardeners planted seeds and saplings. Savvy nurseries 

rushed to get their inventories online so shoppers could pay in advance and make 

contactless, curbside pickups. Bags of potting soil sold out. Corn, sorghum, squash, kale and 

cabbage seeds moved fast. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eMQ1G4hTS1w


“Like every seed company, we’ve had a huge uptick in sales,” said Nate Kleinman, who lives 

and farms in southern New Jersey (where nurseries and farming supply stores have been 

classed as essential businesses). 

“People seem to be preparing for some serious disruptions in the food supply. I’m not alone 

in feeling concerned with how this may go down,” he said. 

Mr. Kleinman co-founded the Experimental Farm Network in 2013, a nonprofit in 

Philadelphia, that connects amateur farmers, gardeners, plant breeders and researchers, and 

also sells organic seeds. 

When Mr. Kleinman put up a call on his social media for planting “Corona Victory Gardens,” 

alongside an image of Superman, Batman and Robin gardening on the cover of a 1943 issue 

of “World’s Finest Comics,” he heard back almost immediately from 1,000 eager gardeners. 

The majority of them were amateurs, looking for seeds, lumber to build raised beds and 

basic information about soil and how to grow food, he said. 

“The war-garden model was inspiring for a lot of people, because there were all these huge 

forces at work around the globe that were out of their control,” Mr. Kleinman said. But he 

added that the term “victory garden” makes some modern farmers cringe because of its 

military connotations, and its use during the internment of Japanese-Americans, many of 

whom were farmers themselves. 

The group didn’t want to build a new movement around the old term, and decided to call 

themselves the “Cooperative Gardens Commission.” 

The victory garden program may be more than a century old, but “the parallels right now are 

pretty stark,” said Rose Hayden-Smith, the author of “Sowing the Seeds of Victory: 

American Gardening Programs of World War I.” 

The first such push started in the context of another pandemic, the influenza outbreak of 

1918. “You have to remember, we lost more Americans to the flu than we did to the 

battlefield,” she said. 

Gardens flourished on the home front because people were eager to build their own 

community-based food security, and to cultivate something beautiful and useful in times of 

great stress and uncertainty, Ms. Hayden-Smith said. 

But ask any farmer — gardening is hard work, growth is slow and yields can be 

unpredictable. 

https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/business/what-businesses-are-considered-essential-under-ny-workforce-reduction-order/2336886/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/business/what-businesses-are-considered-essential-under-ny-workforce-reduction-order/2336886/
https://www.experimentalfarmnetwork.org/
https://www.instagram.com/p/B941g5BgKOE/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHI-iao5LZBYlR1Ow280_tihjOBHXdAtG_L6sbi7mYaJX3aw/viewform
https://ucanr.edu/?facultyid=958
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/09/health/coronavirus-is-very-different-from-the-spanish-flu-of-1918-heres-how.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/09/health/coronavirus-is-very-different-from-the-spanish-flu-of-1918-heres-how.html


In 1943, The Times ran a story on the disappointments and failures of the millions of 

first-time gardeners who had thrown themselves into planting gardens without much 

experience, and were now hesitant to invest in insecticides or soil tests. 

“The First Year Is the Hardest,” the headline assured readers, but it wasn’t assuring enough. 

A year later, The Times reported that “no amount of warning will make people plant their 

Victory gardens again this year unless they are convinced that they are really needed.” 

The craze slowed down. Millions of gardens were abandoned. 

 

 

The movement was well documented, with stories in newspapers and magazines about home yields. 

Credit... 

Walter Sanders/The LIFE Picture Collection, via Getty Images 

 

On Wednesday, there were about six inches of snow on the ground outside Albany, where 

Leah Penniman works as the farm manager of Soul Fire Farm, but next week, she and her 

team will build a vegetable garden for a refugee family in nearby Troy, N.Y. 

Ms. Penniman, the author of “Farming While Black,” stressed that provision gardening 

wasn’t new, not even a century ago when the federal government partnered with private 

https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1943/09/19/83942520.html?pageNumber=206
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1944/05/06/85153815.html?pageNumber=14
http://www.soulfirefarm.org/


organizations and grass-roots efforts to promote gardens in pamphlets, posters and short 

films. 

“What we stand for now is what our elders and ancestors have always stood for,” Ms. 

Penniman said. “To free ourselves, we must feed ourselves.” 

Soul Fire Farm builds about 10 large gardens a year for households, schools, churches and 

communities in need of fresh food, providing the labor, lumber, soil and coaching to 

complete each project. 

After sending out an email on Monday to remind people of the program during the 

pandemic, Ms. Penniman said she had already received 50 requests — the demand for five 

years’ worth of gardens in a single day. 

“In some ways we’ve been preparing for this all our lives as organizers and as small-scale 

farmers,” she said. “As we see the systems we’ve come to rely on show their cracks, we are 

called to rise to the moment.” 
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1.

2.

3.

4.

Plant and Tree Identi�cation Vocabulary

30 Questions

A tree that bears cones and has needles.

a) Deciduous b) Evergreen

c) Conifer

Leaves that are not directly across from one another on the stem but alternate as you travel up

the stem are -

a) alternate b) basal

c) whorled d) compound

A branching pattern where side branches and leaves do not grow directly across from each other.

a) Alternate Branching b) Oposite Branching

A branching pattern where side branches and leaves, grow directly across the stem from each

other.

a) Alternate Branching b) Opposite Branching



5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

The thick, protective outer covering on mature stems and trunks of woody plants.

a) dormant bud b) petiole

c) needle d) bark

Leaves which originate at or near the soil level.

a) basal leaves b) compound leaves

c) whorled leaves

Type of plant with thick cell walls that support the plant body; includes trees, shrubs and vines.

a) perennial plant b) woody plant

c) deciduous plant

Three or more leaves growing from a single location or node.

a) compound b) variegated

c) whorled

A type of leaf in which the blade is divided into lea�ets.

a) Compound Leaf b) Simple Leaf



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

A type of leaf that has an undivided blade.

a) Compound Leaf b) Simple Leaf

Plants and trees that sheds their leaves at the end of the growing season.

a) Deciduous b) Conifer

c) Evergreen d) Broadleaf

A plant that keeps it's leaves all year round.

a) Conifer b) Evergreen

c) Broadleaf d) Deciduous

Plants that complete their life cycle within one season are called -

a) biennials b) perennials

c) annuals

A plant that completes its life cycle in two years.

a) annual b) biennial

c) perennial



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Place where the stem (base of petiole) attaches to the branch.

a) petal b) node

c) leaf blade d) lea�et

A plant lacking woody tissue.

a) herbaceous b) tree

c) decidous

A plant that lives for many years.

a) annual b) perennial

c) biennial

The scienti�c name of a plant; Acer palmatum for example.

a) common name b) botanic name

The unscienti�c name for a plant; Japanese Maple for example.

a) common name b) botanic name

The leaves of a plant.

a) petal b) scale

c) foliage d) vines



21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

A plant with twining stems or tendrils that enable it to climb or attach to other plants or objects

for support.

a) prostrate grower b) �oret

c) vine d) upright grower

A leaf of more than one color or shade of the same color.

a) simple leaf b) basal leaf

c) lea�et d) variegated leaf

Two leaves growing directly across from each other on opposite sides of the stem.

a) variegated leaves b) simple leaves

c) opposite leaves d) whorled leaves

A plant which becomes taller and usually wider with age.

a) vines b) prostrate grower

c) upright grower

A plant that stays low and spread horizontally with age.

a) prostrate grower b) upright grower

c) vine



26.

27.

28.

29.

The mature ovary of a �ower.

a) �oret b) fruit

c) petal d) needle

A slender, specialized leaf of conifers.

a) petal b) needle

c) petiole

The brightly colored part of a plant that attracts pollinators.

a) stem b) leaf

c) root d) petal

The boundary area extending along the edge of the leaf.

a) leaf margin b) needle

c) scale



30. The pattern of veins in the blade of a leaf.

a) leaf margins b) petals

c) leaf venation



1. alternate

branching

a branching pattern where side branches and

leaves do not grow directly across from each

other

2. alternate

leaves

leaves that are not directly across from one

another on the stem but alternate as you travel

up the stem

3. annual A plant that completes its life cycle in one year

4. bark the thick, protective outer covering on mature

stems ans trunks of woody plants

5. basal

leaves

leaves which originate, usually in a cluster, at

or near the soil level

6. biennial A plant that completes its life cycle in two

years.

7. botanic

name

Scientific name for a plant

8. common

name

unscientific name for a plant

9. compound

leaves

a type of leaf in which the blade is divided into

leaflets

10. conifer a tree that has cones and bears needles

11. deciduous Trees and shrubs that shed their leaves at the

end of the growing season

12. evergreen a plant which retains its leaves year-round

13. foliage the leaves of a plant

14. fruit the mature ovary of a flower

15. herbaceous

plants

plants that lack woody tissue

16. leaf

margins

edges of the leaf

17. leaf

venation

the pattern of veins in leaves

18. needle a slender, specialized leaf of conifers

19. node areas from which leaves, branches, and aerial

roots grow out from the stem

20. opposite

branching

a branching pattern where side branches,

leaves and leaf scars grow directly across the

stem from each other.

21. opposite

leaves

two leaves growing directly across from each

other on opposite sides of the stem

22. perennial a plant that lives for many years

23. petals brightly colored and attract pollinators

24. prostrate

grower

A plant that stays low and spreads horizontally

with age.

25. simple leaf a leaf that has an undivided blade

26. upright

grower

a plant which becomes taller and usually wider

with age

27. variegated

leaves

A leaf of more than one color or shade of the

same color

28. vines a plant with twining stems or special structure

(such as tendrils) that enable it to clumb or

attach to other plants or objects for suppor

29. whorled

leaves

three or more leaves growing from a single

location or node

30. woody

plant

type of plant made primarily of cells with thick

cell walls that support the plant body; includes

trees, shrubs, and vines

Plant & Tree Identification Vocabulary
Study online at quizlet.com/_8bw3cr
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