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Flexible Education Program - Week of March 30th 
 
Assignment 1 
Take the example speech on the next page and identify the following information: 
 
Questions: 
1. Hook 
2. Thesis Statement 
3. Main Point 1 
4. Support statements of main point 1 (find at least 2) 
5. Main Point 2 
5. Support statements of main point 2 (find at least 2) 
6. Main Point 3 
7. Support statements of main point 3 (find at least 2) 
8. Conclusion 
9. Title 
10. Speech purpose (to inform, persuade, argue, etc) 
 
You can submit this in a google doc on google classroom or write on a piece of paper if you do not have enough 
internet connection. Please write in full sentences. 
 
Assignment 2 
Watch the TED Talk by Erik Johansson titled Impossible Photography 
 (URL https://www.ted.com/talks/erik_johansson_impossible_photography/transcript?language=en). If you cannot 
watch the video, the transcript of the video is attached below with photo references. Use the video to answer the 
following questions on a sheet of paper or in a google doc attached Google Classroom under the Erik Johansson 
TED Talk assignment. 
 
Questions: 

1. How does Erik start his speech? I.e. what is his hook? 
2. Why did Erik Johansson feel like he didn’t want to be just a photographer? 
3. How does Erik organize his speech? (In chronological order, by ranking main points by importance, etc) 
4. What techniques is Erik using to keep his audience engaged and informed? 
5. According to Erik, what do his photos capture rather than a moment? 
6. What are Erik’s three simple rules to achieving a realistic result? 
7. In the end, achieving a realistic result comes down to _____________. 
8. How does Erik’s conclusion of his speech keep us engaged and stick in our mind? 
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Example Speech for Assignment 1 - Ever Seen a Liger? 
 

An episode of the edgy, humorous, and often line-crossing show South Park had the four young main 
animated characters singing the song "Pig and elephant DNA just won't splice" after a visit to the South Park Genetic 
Engineering Ranch. Unfortunately, this is how much of the country thinks about hybrid animals. When most people 
hear the term "hybrid animal," they often think of odd, mutant creatures - hippopotamuses mixed with lions, dogs 
mixed with cats, or squirrels mixed with porcupines. Indeed, the word hybrid invokes the imagination and encourages 
one to entertain these improbable combinations as miracles of science. However, the phrase "hybrid animal" merely 
means a crossbreeding of two animals - a process which has occurred for centuries, both artificially and naturally. 
The idea of hybrids dates back to the mythology of ancient times. Folktales were full of animal-human hybrid stories 
like mermaids and minotaurs. The word hybrid comes from the Ancient Greek, meaning "son of outrageous conduct." 
But understanding hybrid animals lies both in nature and science. 

Hybridization has been occurring in nature for thousands of years. Diaries of early hunters in the 
northwestern territories tell of shooting bears that were large and off-white with hairy paws, suggesting hybrids of 
Kodiak and polar bears. Recent DNA studies confirmed this is possible. The mixing of animals that are closely related 
happens naturally more than you might think. In fact, scientists have recently identified a number of hybrid zones or 
places where animal hybridization is most likely to occur based on a number of different factors.  

These hybrid animals are far more important to nature than you might think. Evolutionary biology studies 
show that the fittest animals survive, no matter whether they are hybrids or not, and while some are simply not 
genetically compatible in terms of survival, many others are. A few examples of naturally occurring hybrid animals 
include the whitetail/mule deer, some Galapagos Finches, and the European Red Deer and Chinese Sika Deer. 
Noted evolutionary expert Charles Darwin even commented on animal hybridization. "Many species have bred in 
various menageries . . . Strange as the fact may appear, many animals . . . unite with distinct species and produce 
hybrids quite as freely as, or even more freely than, with their own species."  

However, science has created some of its OWN hybrids for various purposes. Take, for instance, the mule - 
a cross between a female horse and a male donkey, which has existed since ancient Roman times. For centuries, 
mules have been used as a means of transportation and labor. Even today, their sure-footedness makes them one of 
the best animals to have in rough terrain or narrow passages. In countries such as Chile and China, mules are valued 
for their navigability. In fact, mules are still used to tour the Grand Canyon's steep and narrow trails! Hybrid animals 
are closer to home than even the mule, though. Common pets like cats and dogs are often hybrid animals, having 
been crossbred with another breed. Thoroughbred cats and dogs are valued for the purity of their blood, but because 
of the cost involved with thoroughbreds, most people find themselves with crossbred dogs or cats for pets. The value 
of hybrid dogs and cats is changing, though. Crossbred dogs and cats were once considered mutts or mongrels, but 
today, with the ever-increasing crossbreeding and technology, some find that hybrid dogs and cats are "more 
valuable" because of their temperate personality, the shininess of their hair, or other desirable characteristics. 
Perhaps you want the security a Doberman Pinscher can provide, but you do not want its aggressiveness. Breeding 
with a more amiable dog could provide you with the best combination of characteristics. Crossbreeding is a process 
that has occurred for centuries. There are many hybrid animals in the world, whether produced artificially, by 
scientists or naturally in a common habitat or because of familiar characteristics. 

Though many believe the unlikeliest hybrid animals, such as the liger, can occur only in a laboratory, the 
hybrid polar/grizzly bear found in the wild repudiates this belief. In this way, hybrid animals provide us with fascinating 
questions on fertility as well as the limits, or rather non-limits, of nature, while challenging our imaginations - and our 
animated television shows like South Park - to envision the possibilities. 

 



Assignment 2 - Erik Johannson TED Talk 

I'm here to share my photography. Or is it photography? Because, of 
course, this is a photograph that you can't take with your camera.  

00:23 
Yet, my interest in photography started as I got my first digital camera at 
the age of 15. It mixed with my earlier passion for drawing, but it was a bit 
different, because using the camera, the process was in the planning 
instead. And when you take a photograph with a camera, the process ends 
when you press the trigger. So to me it felt like photography was more 
about being at the right place and the right time. I felt like anyone could do 
that.  

00:54 
So I wanted to create something different, something where 
the process starts when you press the trigger. Photos like this: 
construction going on along a busy road (1). But it has an 
unexpected twist. And despite that, it retains a level of realism. 
Or photos like these -- both dark and colorful, but all with a 
common goal of retaining the level of realism (2). When I say 
realism, I mean photo-realism. Because, of course, it's not 
something you can capture really, but I always want it to look 
like it could have been captured somehow as a photograph. Photos 
where you will need a brief moment to think to figure out the trick. 
So it's more about capturing an idea than about capturing a 
moment really.  

01:48 
But what's the trick that makes it look realistic? Is it something 
about the details or the colors? Is it something about the light? 
What creates the illusion? Sometimes the perspective is the illusion. 
But in the end, it comes down to how we interpret the world and 
how it can be realized on a two-dimensional surface (3). It's not 
really what is realistic, it's what we think looks realistic really.  

02:18 
So I think the basics are quite simple. I just see it as a puzzle of 
reality where you can take different pieces of reality and put it 
together to create alternate reality. And let me show you a simple 
example. Here we have three perfectly imaginable physical objects, 
something we all can relate to living in a three-dimensional world 
(4). But combined in a certain way, they can create something that 
still looks three-dimensional, like it could exist (5). But at the same 
time, we know it can't. So we trick our brains, because our brain 
simply doesn't accept the fact that it doesn't really make sense. And 



I see the same process with combining photographs. It's just really about combining different realities.  

03:09 
So the things that make a photograph look realistic, I think it's the 
things that we don't even think about, the things all around us in 
our daily lives. But when combining photographs, this is really 
important to consider, because otherwise it just looks wrong 
somehow. So I would like to say that there are three simple rules 
to follow to achieve a realistic result. As you can see, these images 
aren't really special. But combined, they can create something like 
this. (6) 

03:44 
So the first rule is that photos combined should have the same perspective. Secondly, photos combined should have 
the same type of light. And these two images both fulfill these two requirements -- shot at the same height and in the 
same type of light. The third one is about making it impossible to distinguish where the different images begin and 
end by making it seamless. Make it impossible to say how the image actually was composed. So by matching color, 
contrast and brightness in the borders between the different images, adding photographic defects like depth of field, 
desaturated colors and noise, we erase the borders between the different images and make it look like one single 
image, despite the fact that one image can contain hundreds of layers basically.  

04:37 
So here's another example.(7) (Laughter) One might think that this 
is just an image of a landscape and the lower part is what's 
manipulated. But this image is actually entirely composed of 
photographs from different locations. I personally think that it's 
easier to actually create a place than to find a place, because then 
you don't need to compromise with the ideas in your head. But it 
does require a lot of planning. And getting this idea during winter, I 
knew that I had several months to plan it, to find the different 
locations for the pieces of the puzzle basically. So for example, the 
fish was captured on a fishing trip. (8) The shores are from a 
different location. The underwater part was captured in a stone pit. 
And yeah, I even turned the house on top of the island red to make 
it look more Swedish.  

05:31 
So to achieve a realistic result, I think it comes down to planning. It 
always starts with a sketch, an idea. (9) Then it's about combining 
the different photographs. And here every piece is very well 
planned. And if you do a good job capturing the photos, the result 
can be quite beautiful and also quite realistic. So all the tools are 
out there, and the only thing that limits us is our imagination.  

06:06 
Thank you.  

 


