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Greek Gods and 
Goddesses

Mythology: What is a myth?

A myth is a story that explains the creation of and early history
of the earth, humans, and phenomena (weird stuff that
happens).

The ancient Greeks created many myths to explain
the unknown world around them and their emotions
within them. These myths live on today and continue
to influence modern culture.
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Before the Olympian Gods and Goddesses
According to the Greeks, the story of the
Olympians begins with Gaea (Earth) and
Ouranos (Sky). Together, they gave birth to three
Cyclopes, three fifty-headed Hecatonchieres
("Hundred-Handed Ones"), and twelve Titans,
the youngest of the group being named Cronus.

Before the Olympian Gods and Goddesses

The ugliest of the children were the three Hecatonchieres.
They were so foul-looking that their father shoved them into
the deep hidden parts of the Earth (Gaea's womb). This
proved to be very uncomfortable, so Gaea planned revenge.
She acquired a sharp flint sickle and encouraged her other
children to rebel against Ouranos, but the only child brave
enough was Cronus.
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One night, as Ouranos lay with Gaea, Cronus attacked,
castrating his father and throwing the parts into the ocean (thus
producing Aphrodite). Ouranos retreated, fleeing in shame, and
Cronus became the leader of the Titans. He married his sister
(because gods are like that), Rhea.

Instead of setting the Hecatonchieres free, Cronus decided to
throw them and the Cyclopes into Tartarus (the prison of the gods,
located beneath the Underworld).

Due to prophecies, Cronus soon became paranoid about being
overpowered by one of his own children, so each time Rhea gave
birth, he would swallow the infant god or goddess. Eventually,
Rhea grew tired of this ritual, so she hid herself away from Cronus
to give birth to Zeus. He was raised in secrecy on the island of
Crete, growing stronger every day.

When Zeus was powerful enough, he devised a plan with his mother
and the Titan goddess Metis. Zeus would become Cronus's
cupbearer, bringing him a potion that would make him vomit up
Zeus's siblings. Once this happened, the war began.
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For awhile, Cronus and the Titans were winning, but Zeus set free
the Hecatonchieres and the Cyclopes, (maker of thunderbolts)
thus tipping the scales in his favor. The three Hecatonchieres
gathered giant boulders in each of their hundred hands. When the
Titans were close enough, they let each boulder fly. The Titans
ran and Zeus had them imprisoned in Tartarus. The Cyclopes
made the lightning bolt a gift to Zeus after the war was over.

Zeus became the leader of the gods who made their home
on Mount Olympus, thereafter being named the
Olympian gods.

King of the Gods, Lord of
the Sky, Rain-god, Cloud-
gather, and wielder of the
mighty Thunderbolt.

Although powerful, he was not all-
knowing or all-seeing; Zeus was
opposed and tricked a few times. He
cannot overcome the mysterious
power of Fate.

He is presented as a womanizer and unfaithful to his wife
(and sister), Hera, but scholars say this is because once
people began to believe in Zeus, he would replace (or
combine with) the current god and gain his wife.

Zeus (Roman name Jupiter)
Sacred bird: eagle.
Sacred tree: oak
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Hera (Roman name Juno)

Sacred animal: cow
Sacred bird: peacock

Hera is the Queen of the Gods, protector 
of 
marriage and married women. She is usually 
depicted as a jealous and spiteful goddess 
because of Zeus's habitual cheating. She is 
usually engaged in punishing Zeus's multiple 
love interests and their illegitimate children. 
No one can hold a grudge like Hera. 

Poseidon (Roman Name Neptune)
Poseidon is the chaotic God of
the Sea, the oceans, and
earthquakes. He is also prone to
dangerous mood swings and
temper tantrums that manifested
as sea storms.
Poseidon is one of Zeus's
brothers and second most
powerful god (the Greeks were
men of the sea, so Poseidon was
important for them). He is very good at creating sea-monsters, but not very

good at making land animals. Camels and elephants,
for instance, are attributed to his making; the only land
animal he made that turned out okay was the horse.



Greek Mythology Presentation 05-08-15 (1).notebook

6

April 19, 2020

Hades (Roman name Pluto)
The gloomy God and King of the Dead and
Underworld, Hades runs around with a
helmet that turns him invisible. (This makes
a great deal of sense; nobody can ever see
death coming.) He is the third brother
among the Olympians. The very name
Hades is often used as a synonym for hell
and death. He was also the God of Wealth
because of all the precious stones and
metals found underground . Hades is
married to a young goddess (and niece) he
abducted, Persephone.

Pallas Athena (Minerva)

Athena is the Goddess of Intelligence and
anything that requires skill or cleverness--
including both military strategy and weaving
cloth. She is also the Goddess of the
City and Civilized Life, inventor of the bridle and
the first to tame horses for men.

Like Aphrodite, Athena had an
unusual birth. She sprang full-
grown and armored from Zeus'
skull after he had a splitting
headache. (After all, where else
should wisdom originate if not in
the head of a ruler?) She was also
Zeus's favorite child.

Athena is described as having
grey (or flashing) eyes and her
sacred bird is the owl. In Greek
mythology, she rewards those
she favors with good ideas.

Special city: Athens
Sacred tree: Olive

Chief of the Three Virgin Goddesses
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Artemis (Diana)

Artemis is a tomboy Goddess of the
Moon, the hunt, and virginity. She, like
Athena, is Zeus's favorite daughter.
Artemis made Zeus swear never to
make her marry and let her spend her
nights in the forest hunting. She likes
skinny-dipping, but if men spy her
bathing, she tends to turn them into
stags to hunt later.

She is also known as
Hecate, Goddess of the
Dark of the Moon and the
Crossways (ghostly places of
magic).

Apollo is considered "the most Greek of all the gods" because of his
love of music and poetry. He is the God of the sun, light, truth, sacred
music, and healing. Apollo would send prophecies through Oracles at
sacred shrines. He is very possessive, however, of his sacred golden
cows, as Odysseus's crewmen learn to their detriment.

Apollo's sacred tree: Laurel
Sacred animals: Crow and Dolphin

Phoebus (Shining) Apollo
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Aphrodite (Venus)
Aphrodite is the Goddess of Love, beauty,
and desire (sexuality). In the Illiad,
Aphrodite is one of Zeus's daughters (born
of Dione), but most stories say she was
born in the sea-foam off Cyprus when the
Titan Chronos threw the severed testicles of
his father Ouranos (the Heavens/Uranus)
into the ocean. These testicles
spontaneously impregnated the sea, and
Aphrodite sprang from the ocean full-grown
and naked. Aphrodite is married to
Hephaestus (Roman Vulcan), the god of
the forge and fire, but she has an ongoing
affair with Ares, the god of war. (That
makes perfect sense, since love and
conflict are often mixed!)

Sacred tree: Myrtle
Sacred birds: Dove, Sparrow, Swan

Light-footed, slender, and clever, Hermes is the
God of Travelers , messengers, thieves, tricksters,
and gamblers--basically the god of anybody who
must move quickly or make fast getaways. He
wears sandals with wings on the heel-straps that
let him fly with arrow-like speed wherever he
willed, and he carries a caduceus to identify
himself to spirits of the dead, whom he guides
into Hades' realm where Charon carries them
across the river Styx. Hermes was quite the
delinquent in his youth, stealing the sacred cows
of Helios.

God of Commerce and Market
Protector of Traders

Hermes (Mercury)
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Ares (Roman: Mars)

Sibling rivalry: Athena

Sacred bird: Vulture
Sacred animal: Dog

The God of War, Ares is usually
depicted as something of a coward
and a braggart bully in Greek
mythology. His own parents, Zeus
and Hera, can't stand him (they
find him uncivilized and childish). In
Roman mythology, his equivalent
Mars is something much fiercer,
and along with Venus, Mars serves
as one of the two great patrons of
Rome. The Romans liked Mars
better than the Greeks liked Ares.

Hephaestus (Roman: Vulcan and Mulciber)
Hephaestus is the God of Fire,
craftsmanship, and the forge, as well
the protector of blacksmiths. In some
stories, his forge is said to be inside a
volcano, thus explaining eruptions.

 He is a crippled god whose legs were
broken after being flung him from the
heavens to the earth in a rage. He is
the only ugly god, but he is highly
honored there because he forges
jewelry, magical weapons and armor
for the gods-- including Zeus' javelins
of lightning--and knick-knacks like
walking chairs and animated
mechanical servants.
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Hestia (Vesta)
Hestia is Zeus's sister and like Athena and Artemis, a virgin
goddess. She is Goddess of the Hearth (a symbol for the
home). In ancient Greek culture,  newborn baby
must be carried before the hearth before being received
into the home. Every meal began and ended with an
offering to Hestia. Public hearths were sacred to her.
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Greek Mythology Notes Questions
Answer the following questions using your Greek Mythology Notes.
* Required

What gift did Zeus receive from the Cyclopes? *

Who was stolen away by Hades and made Queen of the Underworld? *
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Rhea

Gaea

Hera

Hestia
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Apollo
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Hermes
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Mt. Everest
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Who was the mother of Cronus? *

He is the messenger god. *

After defeating Cronus and the Titans, where do Zeus, Hera, and other Greek
gods and goddesses live? *
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Ouranos

Zeus

Cronus

Poseidon

Hades has a _____ that makes him invisible. *

What is Zeus's sacred tree? *

He tried to swallow all of his children, but missed one. *
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Demeter
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Fila
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Zeus

Apollo

Poseidon

Hades
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Hera

Hephaestus

Apollo

Who is the Goddess of the Harvest? *

Who is known as "Earth-Shaker"? *

The cow is the sacred animal of --- *
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Apollo

Ares

Hephaestus

Zeus
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Hestia

Athena

Aphrodite

Artemis
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Hera

Arachne

Gaea

Hestia

He is the God of Truth and Light; considered the "most Greek" of all the
gods. *

She turns peeping Toms into stags so she can hunt them later. *

Every meal began and ended with an offering to this goddess. *
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A myth is meant to explain creation and other unknown phenomena.

A myth is meant to hide the unknown.

A myth is used to disguise well known statues.

A myth is meant to be used by artists to make their art more vibrant.

17. 4 points

Mark only one oval.

He wants to protect them from their deadly mother.

He doesn't want to sacrifice them to the heavenly creatures.

He believes they are ugly and doesn't want to look at them any longer.

They are plotting to overthrow the Master of the Universe.

18. 4 points

Mark only one oval.

Cronus doesn't make them kings of the earth, as he promised.

Cronus doesn't free them from Gaea's womb; he makes them stay there.

Cronus doesn't free them from Gaea's womb; he forces them into Tartarus.

Cronus doesn't pay them in diamonds and gold, as he promised.

What is the purpose of a myth? *

Why does Ouranos hide the Hecatoncheires? *

How does Cronus betray the Hecatoncheires and the Cyclopes? *
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Zeus spikes Cronus's drink with a solution that makes Cronus throw up all the siblings.

Zeus hits Cronus in the stomach several times, making Cronus throw up all the
siblings.

Zeus threatens to destroy Cronus's throne unless he sets the siblings free.

Zeus castrates Cronus, and Cronus is shamed into setting the siblings free.

20. 4 points
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Ganymede

Hephaestus

Ares

Hermes
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Mark only one oval.

Athena

Artemis

Hestia

Aphrodite

How does Zeus get his siblings back? *

He was thrown from Mt. Olympus because he was "ugly"; he later becomes
the handyman of the gods. *

She is the chief maiden (virginal) goddess. *
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Athena

Ares

Persephone

Poseidon
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He cheated on her and had children with a sea nymph.

He decided to put some of her children back into her womb.

He declared himself god of rain and flooded her lands with water.

He disappeared and didn't tell her where he was going.

24. 4 points

Mark only one oval.

He's angry with his wife and wants to hurt her in the worst way.

He has a dream that told him to eat his children so he will get stronger.

He doesn't want to be overthrown by one of his children.

He doesn't like kids; he thinks they take his wife's attention away from him.

The Greeks believed _____ created the horse. *

Why is Gaea so angry with her husband? *

Why does Cronus get rid of his children? *
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Medusa and Scylla

Cyclopes and Hecatoncheires

Circe and Gaea

Centaurs and Nymphs

26. 4 points

Mark only one oval.

Tartarus

Troy

Ithaca

Underworld
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Other than his siblings and his mother, who else helped Zeus defeat his
father and the Titans? *

Where is the prison of the gods? *
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