
 

WED   Song-   tune   of   “Are   you   Sleeping?”  
 
Weathering,   Erosion,   Deposition  
Weathering,   Erosion,   Deposition  
Are   you   ready   to   learn   about   WED?  
 
Breaking   down   of   rock   into   smaller   pieces  
Weathering,   Weathering  
 
Weathering,   Erosion,   Deposition  
Weathering,   Erosion,   Deposition  
Are   you   ready   to   learn   about   WED?  
 
Wind   and   moving   water  
Carrying   pieces   of   rock   away  
Erosion,   Erosion  
 
Weathering,   Erosion,   Deposition  
Weathering,   Erosion,   Deposition  
Are   you   ready   to   learn   about   WED?  
 
Deposit   of   material  
Creating   new   landforms  
Deposition,   Deposition  
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Cave Formation

1 Humans have always been amazed by 
caves. As long as 40,800 years ago, people 
created paintings on the walls of caves. 
Caves can provide shelter for people and for 
animals. You may have even visited a cave 
and wondered how it was formed.

2 It takes a long time for a cave to form. It begins with falling rain. The rain 
leaks into small cracks in limestone. This dissolves some of the rock. 
Ground water then carries away the dissolved rock. This way the cracks left 
are a bit bigger than they were before.

3 Over a very long period of time, the cracks in the rock become large. They 
are large enough for water to flow through them like a river. The faster the 
water flows, the more it effects the rock. Some pieces of rock may even 
break away, and then this rock becomes sediment. This sediment is carried 
away by the water. It may take thousands of years, but in time, a cave is 
formed. 

4 If you were to explore a cave, you might find underground streams made up 
of the water that formed the cave. Some of the streams contain fish. These 
fish are able to live in the dark environment. There are some places where 
people even swim in the underground streams. If you bring a light, you 
might be able to see some unusual fish.
 

5 Caves are formed when rock is carried away to create a hole. But there are 
also forces that deposit, or leave, rock inside the cave. This forms beautiful 
and amazing structures. Water that seeps through the ground may even 
carry minerals. The water slowly drips through the ceiling of the cave. The 
water then evaporates and leaves the mineral sediments. Some of the 
minerals from the water stick to the ceiling, and some of the minerals fall to 
the floor.

Changes to Land (A)
Earth and Space
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6 The structures that hang from the ceiling are called stalactites. They often 
look like icicles. The structures that rise up from the floor of the cave are 
called stalagmites.  These can break, and explorers may find the pieces on 
the cave floor.

7 Caves are truly fascinating places. They can tell us a lot about how Earth 
changes, and they can also be beautiful. 
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2. Look at the pictures below. Which one shows a stalactite?

1. The formation of a cave would most likely take about:

A. 1 year

B. 100 years

C. 1,000 years

D. 100,000 years

3. Which statement belongs in the empty box?

A. The cave is formed by constructive forces that deposit sediments.

B. Water begins to carry away the broken rock.

C. Rain seeps into crack and dissolves some of the rock.

D. An underground stream is formed.

Changes to Land (A)
Earth and Space
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4. What does the word deposit (fifth paragraph) mean?

A. carry away

B. leave behind

C. dissolve

D. erupt

5. What is the main idea of this passage?

A. Caves are interesting places to explore and swim.

B. Caves take a long time to form.

C. Caves form through processes that carry away and deposit rock.

D. People painted on the walls of caves 17,000 years ago.

Changes to Land (A)
Earth and Space
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Changes to Land

Earth and Space

Key Concept 1: Wind, water, and ice can cause changes to 

Earth's surface slowly over time.

Earth’s surface is always changing. Wind, water, and ice can cause many of 

these changes to occur over___________. Wind can blow soil or even 

___________ from larger landforms, causing the landform to slowly change 

shape. _________________ water can pick up small pieces of rock and carry 

them to a new location. Rain and ____________ are two examples that may 

cause this type of change. Ice can also cause _____________ by scraping 

and breaking smaller rocks off mountains. ________________ are a good 

example of this agent of change. These slow changes take time, but after 

many years a landform may look completely different!

Word Bank

rocks moving tornadoes time

rivers glaciers changes quickly

Illustrate what a river may do to a landform over time.

Passage:  Use the words from the bank to fill in the blanks in the passage below.  

Some of the words may not be used. 



2

Changes to Land
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Key Concept 2: Earth's materials can be changed by 

weathering, erosion, and deposition. 

Weathering, erosion, and deposition are processes that change Earth’s 

landforms. When there is a flat, smooth surface on a landform, it is evident 

that __________________ and ___________________ have taken place. 

When materials on Earth's surface are broken apart by wind, water, or ice, it is 

called ___________________. When these broken materials are moved to 

other locations, it is called _________________. When these sediments are 

dropped in a new place, _________________ has occurred. All three of these 

forces work to ___________________ Earth's surface slowly. 

Word Bank

deposition weathering erosion

change landform mountains

Illustrate each of the following: weathering, erosion, and deposition.

Passage:  Use the words from the bank to fill in the blanks in the passage below.  

Some words may not be used.  Some words may be used more than once.
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Changes to Land

Earth and Space

Key Concept 3: We can observe the results of weathering, 

erosion, and deposition on Earth's surface. 

We can make observations and learn more about the world around us. The 

results of weathering, erosion, and deposition can be __________________ 

when looking at various surfaces on Earth. Because these changes occur 

_____________________, or over many years, from __________________, 

wind, and ice, it is helpful to observe landforms by looking at pictures over 

time. See it for yourself by researching one landform over many years! 

Word Bank

quickly slowly water

observed formed changes

Illustrate a mountain today and what it might look like a million years from now. 

Describe the forces that cause the mountain to change.

Passage:  Use the words from the bank to fill in the blanks in the passage below.  

Some of the words may not be used. 


