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Passage 1

How the Deer Got His Antlers

A retelling of a Cherokee story
 
Characters
NARRATOR
DEER
RABBIT
BEAVER
OWL
CHIEF
 
1  [Setting: The woods.]
 
2  [Time: One day in May.]
 
3  NARRATOR: The animals call a meeting to plan a contest and offer a prize to the winner.
 
4  OWL: I suggest a race through the woodland brambles, and let the fastest animal receive the
prize of these fine antlers! [Owl holds up a large pair of antlers.]
 
5  NARRATOR: The animals decide that Rabbit and Deer should race, as they are undoubtedly
the swiftest animals in the forest.
 
6  RABBIT: I’ll just inspect the race area to make sure the route is safe. [Rabbit disappears for a
long time.]
 
7  BEAVER: Where do you suppose that Rabbit has gone?
 
8  OWL: [Flies away and then returns.] Rabbit is out in the woods cutting a road through the
bushes.
 
9  CHIEF: [Angrily.] Call Rabbit so he can answer to his sneakiness.
 
10  NARRATOR: Owl fetches Rabbit and brings him to Chief.
 
11  CHIEF: Why have you been absent for so long? Were you cutting a path through the woods?
 
12  RABBIT: [Looking nervous.] Not at all, Chief ! I just don’t know this part of the country, and I
wanted to make sure it was safe to enter where the trees are.
 
13  NARRATOR: The Chief took all the animals to inspect the thicket, and they found the
cleared road. The animals gasped and cried out, forbidding the trickster from running in the
race.
 
14  CHIEF: [To Rabbit.] We have decided that you will not enter the race. Perhaps since you like
cutting bushes down so much, you should do that hereafter. Deer, you may run the race alone
to prove your strength.
 
15  NARRATOR: Deer plunged into the thicket and then returned in fine style. Beaver placed
the antlers on deer’s head, and they fit perfectly. Meanwhile, Rabbit watched jealously from the
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bushes below.
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Instruction A

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.

Passage 1

1) Read paragraph 6.
 

RABBIT: I'll just inspect the race area to make sure
the route is safe. [Rabbit disappears for a long time.]

 
What can the reader tell about Rabbit based on these details?

Passage 1

2) The stage directions in paragraphs 6 and 8 are included to help—

Rabbit is the best runner.

Rabbit brags about his skills.

Rabbit plans to win through fair play.

Rabbit is scared that Deer can beat him.

create suspense and doubt

show a new problem

make the play funny

introduce a new character
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Passage 1

3) What lesson does Rabbit learn in this play?

Passage 1

4) Why does the playwright include a narrator in this play?

Passage 1

5) Deer’s main conflict is resolved when he —

Talent is not necessary to win.

Playing tricks does not pay off.

Success is possible through hard work.

Friends will remain faithful no matter what.

To tell how Rabbit feels about Chief

To help explain the events of the play

To describe who the animals think will win

To show what Rabbit is doing before the race begins

puts on the antlers

proves he can run

is chosen as a race challenger

gets into the worst part of the thicket
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Passage 1

The Benefits of Reading Books

1  Most people would rather watch a movie based on a book than read the actual book. They
think spending two hours watching a movie is a better use of time than spending hours to read
the story. What they don’t realize is that television and movies paint the picture for us, while
books allow us to imagine our own “movies.” When we read, we use the creative parts of our
brain to form pictures in our heads from the words on a page. Reading books has several other
important benefits, too.
 

    It Boosts Vocabulary

2  When you read, you come across many new words that you might not see otherwise. Having
a large vocabulary helps you express yourself better. Your brain is like a sponge. When you
read, you soak up words and expand your vocabulary, most of the time without even realizing it.
 

    It Improves Memory

3  Research shows that reading books helps the brain develop. It helps you stretch your
memory muscles. Reading requires you to remember details, facts and figures, characters, and
plots. Any activity that requires you to think is good for your brain, and reading makes you think!
 

    It Develops Knowledge

4  Reading helps you to learn new information. Even though fiction is not usually based on real
events, there are still many real things present in those stories. When you read historical fiction
or nonfiction, you can learn a lot of new information. Many famous people in history, such as
Abraham Lincoln, taught themselves using books because they didn’t have access to schools.
 

    It Reduces Stress

5  Reading also allows you to escape from whatever is bothering you. It can help take your mind
off your problems and transport you to a different world!
 
6  In conclusion, as the author Dr. Seuss once said, “The more that you read, the more things
you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.”
 



Student Name: Date: 

Informational Texts: Test Prep Practice Test 2

Copyright © 2020, McGraw-Hill Education.
This content was printed for the exclusive use of licensed students.

1/2

Instruction A

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.

Passage 1

1) What is the main idea of the selection?

Passage 1

2) Which sentence from the selection expresses the author’s opinion?

Passage 1

3) In which section would the reader find information that tells how reading helps people to better
recall information?

Reading a book takes longer than watching a movie.

Reading a book is a valuable experience.

Reading a book can make you smarter.

Reading a book can take the place of going to school.

Most people would rather watch a movie based on a book than read the actual book.

Research shows that reading books helps the brain develop.

Even though fiction is not usually based on real events, there are still many real things
present in those stories.

Many famous people in history, such as Abraham Lincoln, taught themselves using books
because they didn’t have access to schools.

It Boosts Vocabulary

It Increases Knowledge

It Enhances Memory

It Reduces Stress
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Passage 1

4) Which sentence from the selection expresses a fact?

Passage 1

5) The quote by Dr. Seuss in paragraph 6 suggests that —

They think spending two hours watching a movie is a better use of time than spending
hours to read the story.

When you read, you come across many new words that you might not see otherwise.

Having a large vocabulary is great because it always helps you express yourself better.

It will help take your mind off your problems and transport you to a different world!

people who don’t read will not do well

you won’t learn much if you don’t read

reading will help you to achieve success

you will travel to many places if you read
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Passage 1

A Neighborhood Discovery

Thuy wrote this personal narrative for a class assignment. Read her narrative and look for the
revisions she needs to make. Then answer the questions that follow.
 

A Neighborhood Discovery

 
       (1) I’ll never forget the time when I first found a fossil in our neighborhood stream. (2) We
had moved to wellsville two weeks earlier, and my older brother Binh and I were just getting
around to exploring the neighborhood. (3) We started walking up the block, and a minute later,
we came across an adorable stream that flowed right below the street!
 
       (4) On the right side of the street, the stream was very shallow, with lots of rocks exposed.
(5) The left side of the street was the downstream side, where the water gathered in a deeper
area before happy trickling along. (6) Binh and I decided to check out the shallow side.
 
       (7) The stream bed was a combination of gray, chalky rocks and mud. (8) The rocks clinked
together as we stepped on them. (9) On the lazy summer day, water strider insects skimmed the
surface of the water. (10) We squatted on the rocks to watch them zip around.
 
       (11) Then I started randomly picking up rocks, turning them over, and plunking a few into the
stream. (12) A tiny shape on one of the rocks catched my eye. (13) It looked like a little fan with
lines running up and down it. (14) The lines looked like veins in a leaf.
 
       (15) “Check this out, Binh!” I cried to my brother excitedly.
 
       (16) Binh crouched next to me and looked where I pointed. (17) “Wow, good find!” he
exclaimed. (18) “That looks like the imprint down a leaf. (19) Thuy, you found a fossil!”
 
       (20) That was our very first fossil—and far from our last. (21) About an hour later, when our
dad called out the door to announce lunchtime, Binh and I were still hard at work fossil hunting
in that same part of the stream. (22) We had collected eight fossils. (23) Each was more nicer
than the last!
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Instruction A

 Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.

Passage 1

1) How should sentence 2 be changed?

Passage 1

2) How should sentence 5 be changed?

Passage 1

3) What change should be made in sentence 12?

Change had to haved

Change wellsville to Wellsville

Change older to more older

Sentence 2 should not be changed.

Change of to by

Change deeper to deeply

Change before to without

Change happy to happily

Change shape to shapes

Change catched to caught

Change my to myself

No change should be made.
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Passage 1

4) What change needs to be made in sentence 18?

Passage 1

5) How does sentence 23 need to be changed?

Change imprint to Imprint

Change down to of

Change leaf to Leaf

Change leaf to leaves

Delete more

Change than to then

Change last to Last

Sentence 23 does not need to be changed.


