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Abraham Lincoln, Part 1
Rewritten as a short reader by Cindy Grigg

Abraham Lincoln was born in Kentucky. He was born on February
12, 1809. His father had a farm. The log cabin where they lived had
only one room. Later, the family decided to move. Abraham was
about seven years old. His mother, father, and older sister Sarah
crossed the Ohio River. They found another farm in Indiana.

There was no time or a place for Abraham to go to school. He had
to work. Forests covered large parts of Indiana. They were full of
bears and other wild animals. The first thing they had to do was to
cut down trees. Young Abraham learned to use an ax when he was
only eight. He was big for his age. He used it almost every day for
the next sixteen years. He chopped down trees and split rails for
fences. When he wasn't chopping, he was plowing. It was not an
easy life. This hard work helped Abraham to build a lot of muscle.
What he really wanted to do was learn.

Two years after they moved, Abe's mother died. They buried her near the cabin where they lived.
Soon after, Mr. Lincoln left. Abraham and Sarah had to take care of themselves. That was a very
hard time for them. Abe was no more than ten. Sarah was only a little older. About a year later,
Mr. Lincoln came back with a new wife. Her name was Sarah, too. She soon loved Abe and Sarah
very much. She could see how much Abraham wanted to learn. She urged him to study every
chance he had. She knew he had a fine mind, and she wanted him to learn to use it.

When Lincoln was twenty-one, his father became restless and wanted to move again. This time
they moved to Illinois. In March 1831, the family settled near Decatur, Illinois. A short time later
Abe decided he had had enough of farming. He, a cousin, and a stepbrother left home to be on
their own. They helped build a flat boat. Abe piloted it down the river to New Orleans. Then he
came back to Illinois and settled in New Salem.

Lincoln began to work at the general store there. He found he had two qualities that were highly
prized on the frontier. The first was his great strength from working on the farm. The second was
his wit and gift for storytelling.

In 1832, he tried running for a seat in the Illinois state legislature. He lost. Two years later,
Lincoln ran for the same office again, and this time he won. At the age of twenty-five, he was
working at the state capital. His quick wit made him a favorite. When he won again two years
later, he decided to study law. He became a successful lawyer. These were the jobs he liked the
best, helping people through government and being a lawyer.
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Abraham Lincoln, Part 1

Questions

1. In which state was Lincoln born?
A. Illinois
B. Arkansas
C. Kentucky
D. Indiana

2. What large river did Lincoln's family cross when they moved to Indiana?
A. the Mississippi River
B. the Missouri River
C. the Kentucky River
D. the Ohio River

3. How old was Abe when his father left Sarah and him alone?
A. about sixteen
B. about twenty-one
C. about ten
D. about seven

4. When was Abraham Lincoln born?

5. What quality made Abe Lincoln a favorite of people?

6. Lincoln studied ______.
A. medicine
B. farming
C. law
D. woodcutting

7. Did Lincoln win the first time he ran for office?
A. yes
B. no
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8. How old was Lincoln when he was first elected to the legislature?
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Abraham Lincoln, Part 2
Rewritten as a short reader by Cindy Grigg

Abraham Lincoln lived during a thrilling time. The United States in
the 1830s was growing and changing. Changes were happening in
Illinois, too. Lincoln earned his law license. He settled in Springfield,
the state capital.

Lincoln didn't want to go back to farming. He wanted to help people.
He liked being a politician and a lawyer. He felt that he was able to
help people.

In 1842, Lincoln married Mary Todd. In 1847, Lincoln was elected to
congress for his first and only term. He moved his growing family to
Washington, D.C. After serving that term, they moved back to Illinois.
Lincoln went back to being a lawyer.

In 1854, Lincoln stepped back into politics. He did so because of the
slavery issue. Stephen Douglas was an Illinois senator. He designed a bill. Douglas thought this
would help the North and South get along.

Douglas's bill would let Kansas and Nebraska choose whether they wanted to be free or slave
states. Lincoln didn't think there should be any slavery in the United States. It was because of his
hard work that the Whig party became the Republican Party. Suddenly he found that the whole
country was listening to him.

In 1858, Lincoln had seven debates with Stephen Douglas. People could hear what the issues
were. They could know where their party stood. It also helped them see what kind of men the two
candidates were.

Through the debates, Lincoln gained national notice. He was nominated for the presidency. On
November 6, 1860, Lincoln was elected President of the United States. He won against three
opponents, one of which was Stephen Douglas. People in the Southern states were afraid of what
he would do. Ending slavery would change their way of life. They believed that states should
decide the slavery issue, not the federal government.

Almost as soon as he came to office, Lincoln was faced with one of the hardest things a president
can face. Several states had decided to break away from the union. The issue was state's rights.
Lincoln did not believe they could legally break away. He was firm about saving the union.

The Civil War that resulted nearly tore the country apart. Lincoln knew the terrible price the
people were paying. He did not want it to be useless. He was sure the whole country would rise
after the war and be greater than ever.

In 1864, Lincoln was elected to a second term as president. He did not hold office very long. He
was shot by John Wilkes Booth on April 14, 1865. Booth thought he was helping the South, but
he didn't.
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Lincoln was a thoughtful, kind and giving man. He worked hard to improve himself and the lives
of others. He was a farmer, a lawyer, and a politician. Many people thought he was an ugly man,
but they soon learned to notice his character, not his looks. He turned out to be one of the best
presidents the United States has ever had.

Abraham Lincoln, Part 2

Questions

1. Why did Lincoln like being a lawyer and state congressman?
A. He wanted to live in the state capital.
B. He wanted to be President of the United States.
C. He wanted to help people.
D. He wanted fame and glory.

2. How many terms did Lincoln serve as congressman in Washington, D.C.?
A. three
B. four
C. one
D. two

3. Why did the Southern states fear Lincoln's election as president?

4. Who killed President Lincoln?

5. When was Lincoln shot?
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6. Who did Lincoln defeat in the election of 1860?
A. Stephen Douglas and two other men
B. John Wilkes Booth
C. Mary Todd
D. The story doesn't say.

7. Which one of these is an opinion from the story?
A. He was a farmer, a lawyer, and a politician.
B. He turned out to be one of the best presidents the United States has ever had.
C. In 1858, Lincoln had seven debates with Stephen Douglas.
D. Lincoln was elected to congress for his first and only term.
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A Palace for the President - The Story of the White House, Part 1
By Toni Lee Robinson

The United States had won its freedom from Britain. A
new nation was born! Now it was time to care for the baby
nation. Leaders were chosen to guide the country. Where
would they do their work?

The new leaders made plans for a capital. A capital is a
special city. This capital would be the nation's headquarters.
The country's leaders would meet there. In this city, they
would do the work of leading the country. A man named
Pierre L'Enfant drew up plans for the city.

The president would need a place in the city to live. The country's first president was George
Washington. He chose a place in the capital for the president's house. L'Enfant sketched the
house on his plan. He drew a very big, fancy house! He called it "the president's palace."

Mr. L'Enfant was from France. His country had a king as its leader. Kings, of course, live in
palaces. L'Enfant thought the leader of America would live in a palace. But Americans didn't
want a king. U.S. leaders didn't think the president should live in a palace.

The leaders had a contest. Who had the best idea for the president's house? They invited
people to send in drawings. Many people sent in their sketches. U.S. leaders chose the drawing
they liked best. It was done by a man named James Hoban.

Hoban had drawn a plan for a large, beautiful house. It was not a palace for a king. It would
make a good home for the family of an important man. It would be two stories tall. The
president's family would live on the second floor. The president's office would be there, too. The
first floor would have rooms for big dinners and parties.

Hoban was hired to build the house. It was to be made of stone. The first stone was laid on
October 13, 1792. Building the house took several years. The work could only be done in warm
weather. Finally, in the fall of 1800, John and Abigail Adams moved in.

Even then, the house wasn't all finished. The Adams family saw a large hole in the center of
the house. The main stairway wasn't built yet! They also noticed that the house was very warm.
Most of the 39 fireplaces in the house had fires in them. It wasn't because of very cold weather.
The fires were built because of the new plaster on the walls of the house. It was still wet! The
heat was needed to dry out the walls.

The largest room in the house, the East Room, wasn't finished at all. What do you think Mrs.
Adams did with the big, empty space? She put up clotheslines! She didn't think the president's
laundry should hang outside for all to see.

Thomas Jefferson lived in the house from 1801-1809. He was a builder himself. He added
two long wings to either side of the house. This gave him more storage and office space.
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The new rooms didn't last long. In 1812, James and Dolley Madison lived in the beautiful
house. That year, the U.S. went to war with Britain. During the war, British troops came to the
capital. They burned many buildings. One of them was the president's house. The stone walls
were all that was left. The Madisons weren't hurt in the fire. Now, though, they had no home.

Where would the country's leader live now? Many people thought it would be best to start
over. They even thought the president should live in a different city! President Madison did not
agree. He wanted the house rebuilt right where it had been.

Building the house in the same place was important, he said. The house should look just like
it had before. This would send a message. It would say, "This new country cannot be stopped by
enemies. It cannot be destroyed by fire. America will hang on."

A Palace for the President - The Story of the White House, Part 1

Questions

1. A nation's capital is a place where:
A. all the nation's soldiers live
B. everything important happens
C. all the most beautiful houses are built
D. the leaders do the work of leading the nation

2. Who first chose the place where the president's house would be built?
A. George Washington
B. Pierre L'Enfant
C. James Madison
D. James Hoban

3. Why did Pierre L'Enfant think the president's house should be a palace?

4. ______ was used to build the president's house.
A. wood
B. bricks
C. stone
D. straw
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5. For what did Abigail Adams use the East Room? Why?

6. What happened to the president's house during the War of 1812?
A. New rooms were added.
B. It was ruined by an earthquake.
C. It was flooded.
D. It was burned by the British.

7. President Madison wanted to rebuild the president's house right where it had been before it
was burned. Why did he think this was important?
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A House with Growing Pains - The Story of the White House, Part 2
By Toni Lee Robinson

In 1817, the president's house was finished for the second
time. This new house was made to look just like the first one.
James Monroe, the fifth president, moved in.

By this time, the home was known as the "White House."
The name came from the whitewash painted on the stone
walls. The whitewash mixture kept the stone from crumbling.
The White House stayed pretty much the same for many
years.

Theodore Roosevelt became president in 1901. The Roosevelts had six children and many pets.
They had cats, dogs, and snakes. There was a badger and a raccoon. They even had a pony and a
macaw bird. The second floor was a lively place!

The president decided the family floor was too lively for state business. A new place must be
found for the president's office. Could rooms be added to the west side of the house? Flowers and
plants were grown there in big glass houses called greenhouses.

Roosevelt was determined. "Smash the glass houses!" he said. He had the West Wing built onto
the White House. The president's office was moved there. Cabinet offices moved there as well.

President Coolidge had a third floor put on top of the house. The work was done in 1927. The
space was used for guest rooms. After that, many small changes were made to the house.
Basically, though, it stayed the same shape and size as it had been since the beginning.

In 1931, another Roosevelt became president. Franklin Roosevelt had had a disease called polio.
He used a wheel chair. Swimming helped his withered legs. Roosevelt had a pool built in the
White House.

Harry Truman was president in 1945. His daughter, Margaret, played the piano. One day the leg
of her piano fell through the floor of her bedroom. It made the ceiling below come crashing down.

Truman brought experts in to examine the White House. They found that the house was in very
bad shape. It could easily collapse into a pile of dust! Would the famous house be lost again?
What could be done?

Truman had an idea. The experts had said that the stone walls were still strong. The inside of the
house could be demolished, Truman suggested. Then it could be rebuilt inside the stone walls.
Doors, mantels, and other fixtures would be saved. The fixtures could be put back in their places
in the newly built home.

This time there was no thought of moving the house to another site or city. The president's family
moved to a house across the street. The inside of the White House was removed. It was a big job.
Bulldozers came in and dug underneath the house.
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New floors were added in the basement. Then the inside of the main house was rebuilt. Steel
beams were used to make the house strong. The builders were careful, though. They made the
White House look just as it had for nearly one hundred fifty years. It was also made to be fire
proof. That would have been useful back in 1814!

The work took four years to finish. When it was done, the Truman family moved back in. The
house was like new again. Now, it was sturdy and safe. It would be there for years to come. It
would be home to many more presidents and their families.

The White House has long been an important part of America's history. It is a symbol of
America's leadership. Over two hundred years after it was first built, its stone walls are still strong
and beautiful. It still provides a handsome home for an important family.

A House with Growing Pains - The Story of the White House, Part 2

Questions

1. Why did the president's house get nicknamed the "White House"?

2. List at least 5 kinds of pets that lived at the White House with the Roosevelt children. Tell
which you would most like to have and why.

3. President Theodore Roosevelt had the greenhouses demolished because:
A. He disliked plants and flowers.
B. He wanted office space apart from the family quarters.
C. They were in bad repair.
D. He wanted to build a pool.

4. Which president had a third floor added atop the house?
A. F. Roosevelt
B. Truman
C. Coolidge
D. T. Roosevelt
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5. Which president had a disability because of polio?
A. Monroe
B. Truman
C. T. Roosevelt
D. F. Roosevelt

6. It was discovered that the inside of the White House was in bad shape when:
A. Bulldozers came to dig out extra floors in the basement.
B. Visitors pointed out falling plaster.
C. The leg of Margaret Truman's piano fell through the floor.
D. The third floor was added.

7. Name one improvement that was made in the rebuilding of the White House in 1948.

8. Throughout the world, the White House is a symbol of American leadership. Why is this
true? What kinds of things do people think when they see the image of the White House?
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Civil War Music
By Mary L. Bushong

What do you think of when you hear music? Some music can make you feel happy.
Sometimes it can make you feel sad. Sometimes it makes you want to go out and do
things. Music has always been important to people, especially during times of war.
Times like the Civil War.

Men who were going to war sang patriotic songs to remind themselves of why they
were fighting. Each side had their own songs they liked to sing. One song, "Always
Stand on the Union Side," reminded them that their cause was right.

 "Always stand on the Union side,
 And battle for the right.
 With conscience clear, we'll laugh at fear
 In the midst of the boldest fight."

Sometimes one side would use the song melody of the other army and put their own
words to it. "Union Dixie" is an example of this.

 "Away down South in the land of traitors,
 Rattlesnakes and alligators,
 Right away, come away, right away, come away.
 Where cotton's king and men are chattels,
 Union boys will win the battles,
 Right away, come away, right away, come away."

If the Union had their own patriotic songs, so did the Confederacy. "Shiloh's Hill" told about the battle of Shiloh,
while "Flight of the Doodles" mocked the courage of Yankee soldiers.

 "I come from old Manassas with a pocketful of fun,
 I killed forty Yankees with a single barreled gun;
 It don't make a niff-a-stiff'rence to neither you nor I,
 Big Yankee, little Yankee, all run or die!"

Songs like "Riding a Raid" encouraged men heading for battle.

 "Come tighten your girth and slacken your rein;
 Come buckle your blanket and holster again;
 Try the click of your trigger and balance your blade,
 For he must ride sure that goes riding a raid."

Not all songs were designed to stir the patriotic spirit. Some songs were meant to remind men of loved ones and
why they loved their homes. One song, "Lorena," was a song about true love lost. "Aura Lea" is a song to
remember a sweetheart at home, as is the song "Beautiful Dreamer."

 "Beautiful dreamer, wake unto me,
 Starlight and dewdrops are waiting for thee;
 Sounds of the rude world, heard in the day,
 Lull'd by the moonlight have all pass'd away!
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Beautiful dreamer, queen of my song,
 List while I woo thee with soft melody;
 Gone are the cares of life's busy throng,
 Beautiful dreamer, awake unto me!"

Some songs were used for marching. If men were being moved across country, it was usually on foot. They would
often sing as they marched to help pass the time. It not only raised their spirits, but helped them to forget their tired
feet. Songs like "Camptown Races," "Oh! Susanna," "My Old Kentucky Home," "Goober Peas," and "When
Johnny Comes Marching Home," all helped pass the long days and nights.

When armies lined up to the fight in the larger battles, it was not uncommon for them to have a band playing for
each side. Commanders found that certain tunes inspired the men to fight harder, longer, and better. When a band
for one side stopped to rest, the opposing army would often move forward. This became the ultimate battle of the
bands.

Even hymns that were sung in church were played on the battlefield. At that time, more than ever, men faced their
mortality comforted by their faith.

Bandsmen during the Civil War did not have a wide range of instruments to play. Each company of a regiment
had a drummer and sometimes a fifer. A fife was a hollow wooden instrument similar to a piccolo. The regiment
band members had brass instruments like trumpets. There were not as many of these, especially in the South,
because they were expensive.

Music does more than soothe the soul. It stirs it, moves it to action, and helps remind us of the past. Music helped
encourage more men to enlist and cheered them through battles. Then it gave them something to look forward to
when peace came again.

Civil War Music

Questions

1. Patriotic songs give men a reason to fight.

A. True
B. False

2. Which of these is an example of a song where the melody was borrowed from the other side, and new
words put to it?

A. Union Dixie
B. Yankee Dreamer
C. Flight of the Dixies
D. Shiloh's Hill

3. What song mocked the courage of the Yankee soldiers?

A. Flight of the Doodles
B. Shiloh's Hill
C. Riding a Raid
D. Camptown Races
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4. Which of these was not a song to remind men about home and loved ones?

A. Aura Lea
B. When Johnny Comes Marching Home
C. Beautiful Dreamer
D. My Old Kentucky Home

5. Which is not true? Some songs were used for marching because they helped men to:

A. Pass the time.
B. March in step.
C. Forget their sore feet.
D. Raised their spirits.

6. Commanders liked bands to play during battle because:

A. It drowned out the noise of battle.
B. It inspired the men to fight better.
C. It kept the men from being afraid.
D. It would scare the other army.

7. Hymns from church were often played on the battlefield.

A. True
B. False

8. Which of these was not a main instrument played in the army bands?

A. Flute
B. Fife
C. Drums
D. Trumpet
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Women in the Civil War
By Sharon Fabian

Charlotte "Lottie" Moon married Judge James Clark. Both Lottie and the judge
were active supporters of the Confederacy, and when war messages had to be sent
in secret, the couriers often stopped by the judge's house. One time they needed a
new courier, someone who could slip by without being recognized as a messenger.
Lottie volunteered. This is how she began her career as a Civil War spy. After that
first trip, she continued to work undercover for the Confederacy. She had
official-looking papers that said she was a British citizen; these helped her to travel
almost anywhere without suspicion.

Lottie's sister Ginnie supported the war effort in another way. She and her mother
rolled bandages and nursed the wounded soldiers. Then Ginnie began carrying
messages too; now both sisters were spies. They traveled back and forth through
Union lines, until both sisters were discovered and placed under house arrest.

Lottie and Ginnie Moon were just two of the many women who served as spies during the Civil War. At first,
women made great spies because no one suspected them of being part of the war. Before too long, however, both
sides discovered that women were being used as spies. Then spying became a very dangerous occupation for a
woman.

In 1849, Harriet Tubman was able to escape from slavery in Maryland. People helped her travel along the
Underground Railroad to Philadelphia. The Underground Railroad was a system of safe houses where the owners
gave food and shelter to escaped slaves. Not long after she gained her freedom, Harriet returned to Maryland to
help some of her family escape from slavery, too. Over the next eleven years, Harriet made more than a dozen trips
to the South. She helped lead more than one hundred slaves to freedom. She became known as the Moses of her
people. (Moses was a prophet in the Bible who led the Hebrews to freedom from Egypt.)

Harriet Tubman is best known for her work on the Underground Railroad, but she also worked for the Union
Army during the Civil War. Harriet worked as a nurse, cook, and spy during the war. She knew the countryside
very well from her years on the Underground Railroad, and this knowledge was a valuable asset to the Union
Army. Harriet recruited former slaves for the war effort, and she helped to hunt out enemy camps.

Belle Boyd operated in the Shenandoah Valley, carrying on her spying activities from her father's hotel at Front
Royal, Virginia.

Nancy Hart disguised herself as a peddler and hung around army camps to learn secret information.

Pauline Cushman was an actress. She used her acting career to travel without suspicion, collecting information
along the way.

One of the most famous spies was "Wild Rose" Greenhow. She carried messages written in a secret code until she
was captured and put in prison.

Women spies had all kinds of tricks to help them accomplish their mission. Some disguised themselves as men.
Some posed as slaves. They carried messages in pockets hidden in their full skirts. One spy carried secret messages
hidden in her hair bun. Some women spied right at home, listening carefully to the conversations at social
gatherings and then reporting on what they had heard.

Of course, women participated in the Civil War in many other ways besides spying. Thousands of women, from
the North and from the South, served as nurses, caring for wounded soldiers. Without their efforts, many, many
more men would have died from diseases after being wounded on the battlefield. Clara Barton, who later founded
the American Red Cross, was probably the most famous Civil War nurse. Dorothea Dix, a pioneer in the field of
medical care for the mentally ill, was a Civil War nurse too. So was the famous author, Louisa May Alcott.
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Other occupations of Civil War women include doctor, sutler, and even soldier. Dr. Mary Walker, who treated
wounded soldiers in the war, was one of the first women doctors. Sutlers traveled onto the field of battle to provide
supplies needed by the troops. Women who wanted to participate in the actual fighting disguised themselves as
men and became soldiers.

It is estimated that during the Civil War, thousands of women served as nurses, hundreds served in other
occupations, and approximately 80 were wounded or killed.

Women in the Civil War

Questions

1. Lottie and Ginnie Moon were ______.

A. soldiers
B. nurses
C. spies
D. none of the above

2. This article is mainly about ______.

A. women's occupations in the Civil War
B. Civil War nurses
C. clothing and hair styles of the Civil War era
D. none of the above

3. Women spied by ______.

A. hiding messages in their hair
B. posing as slaves
C. carrying fake papers
D. all of the above

4. Dorothea Dix was a Civil War ______.

A. spy
B. sutler
C. doctor
D. nurse

5.  Belle Boyd was a Civil War ______.

A. nurse
B. doctor
C. sutler
D. spy

6. Mary Walker was a Civil War ______.

A. sutler
B. spy
C. doctor
D. nurse



Name Date

7. Spying became dangerous for women when ______.

A. they carried secret messages
B. they hid messages in their pockets
C. both sides realized that women were being used as spies
D. women spies carried papers like fake passports

8.  Most of the women who worked in the Civil War worked as ______.

A. doctors
B. soldiers
C. nurses
D. spies
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A Pony in the Elevator and Other Stories of White House Kids
By Toni Lee Robinson

World leaders meet the president in his office. Treaties
are signed. U.S. leaders talk about how to solve the nation's
problems. Only serious stuff takes place in the White House.
Right?

Well, not exactly. Much of the president's work does take
place in his office. (This room is called the Oval Office.)
But the White House is also the home of a family. First
Families eat dinner and play games. They do things that
normal families do.

Presidents' kids find ways to have fun. Tad Lincoln was the son of Abraham Lincoln. Tad
lived in the White House during the Civil War. Union troops guarded the house. Some even
camped in the East Room. Seven year old Tad loved to watch the soldiers. He wanted to be a
soldier.

Tad had been given a Union uniform made to fit him. He also had a toy cannon. His favorite
game was playing war. He would aim the cannon at a make believe enemy. "Fire!" Wood
cannon balls shot from the barrel of the cannon.

Thump! Thump! The cannon balls thudded against a closed door. It was a great shot! The
cannon crew had hit their target! There was one small problem. The closed door belonged to the
Cabinet Room. Important meetings were going on there. President Lincoln came out and asked
Tad to play somewhere else.

Tad also had fun with the pet goats his father gave him. He hitched them to a chair and
climbed on. The goats took off. It was a wild ride! Some ladies from Boston were visiting. They
had to dodge goats racing about the White House. The ladies were shocked. Surely the White
House was not a proper place for goats!

Theodore Roosevelt brought his six children to the White House in 1901. They had enough
pets to fill a small zoo. They had regular cats (two) and dogs (five!). Their snakes slithered
around the White House. They also had a furry badger. The striped tail of their raccoon could
often be seen slinking around corners. Their macaw bird perched on their wrists. They also had a
pony named Algonquin (all-GONE-kwin).

One of the children became ill. Archie stayed in bed several days. His younger brother
thought hard. What would make Archie feel better? Quentin had an idea. He brought their pony
in a back door of the White House. He led him quietly down the hall. Then he pulled and pushed
until he got the pony into the elevator. Quentin and Algonquin rode up to the second floor.
Archie opened his eyes. What he saw made him smile. There were Quentin and the pony in his
room!

The family had other animals as well. They were wild animals. They were probably picked up
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on Mr. Roosevelt's travels. There was a lion and a bobcat. There was a hyena, a coyote, and five
bears. There was also a zebra, a barn owl, lizards, rats, and a rooster with one leg. There are no
reports of these animals being brought into the White House. But with Quentin around, who
knows?

The Truman family came to the White House in 1945. Anyone looking for young Margaret
knew where to find her. She would be in the White House movie theater. She watched The
Scarlet Pimpernel sixteen times!

President Kennedy always knew where to find his son, John Jr. The toddler loved to play
behind a secret door under his father's desk. Of course, many important meetings take place in
the Oval Office. "John-John" often had to be plucked from under the desk.

These days, White House kids are closely guarded. Secret Service agents follow them
everywhere. A kid probably couldn't slip a pony upstairs to a bedroom. Can White House kids
still have fun?

Susan Ford was in high school when she was a White House kid. She was the child of Gerald
Ford. She came to the White House in 1974. Even though she was older, Susan still liked to
sneak a cookie now and then. The cookie cabinet at the White House was huge. It held trays of
twenty kinds of cookies! Susan made friends with the kitchen staff. One of them told her how to
open the lock on the cookie door. From then on, the White House cookies were never safe.

Amy Carter was nine when she became a First Kid. Her father, Jimmy, was elected in 1976.
Amy's favorite part of her new home was outside. The White House has eighteen acres of lawn
and trees. Amy spent time in a tree house built just for her.

Chelsea Clinton came to the White House in 1993. Then in 2009, Malia and Sasha Obama
moved in. Sasha is the youngest child to live in the White House since John Kennedy, Jr. The
Obama children were thrilled to finally be able to get a dog! They adopted Bo, who quickly
became America's "First Dog."

Kids are kids, in the White House or at your house. Kid stuff might be harder for First Kids to
do. As long as there are kids in the White House, though, fun will be there, too.

A Pony in the Elevator and Other Stories of White House Kids

Questions

1. What is the name of the president's office? List three kinds of work that go on there.
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2. When Tad Lincoln lived in the White House, the ______ was going on.
A. Revolutionary War
B. Great Depression
C. Civil War
D. War of 1812

3. Name five kinds of pets of White House families.

4. Which First Kid loved to watch movies?
A. Margaret Truman
B. Susan Ford
C. Amy Carter
D. Archie Roosevelt

5. John-John Kennedy's favorite place to play was behind a secret door in:
A. his father's desk
B. the main staircase
C. his tree house
D. the White House kitchen

6. It might be harder for today's First Kids to have fun than for those in earlier years. Why is
this true?
A. The staff is more grumpy.
B. The White House rules are more strict.
C. Kids are not allowed on the grounds of the White House.
D. Presidents' kids are followed everywhere by Secret Service agents.

7. Imagine you are entering a contest. The winner will spend a weekend in the White House
with the president's family. To win, you must come up with the best idea for a fun activity
for the First Family. Write down at least two ideas. Tell why you think they would be fun
for the First Family.
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Fort Sumter National Monument
By Meg Leonard

The Civil War was a deadly war. It was the bloodiest war in the history
of the United States. More than 600,000 people died. Many issues
caused the Civil War. One of the main issues was slavery. The
Constitution did not mention slavery. It did not say slavery was
allowed. It also did not say it wasn't allowed. It allowed each state to
make some decisions. One issue each state got to decide was slavery.
Time passed. More states wanted to join the United States. The issue of
slavery got more important. Some people thought slavery was wrong.
They didn't want to let any more slave states join the country. Others
agreed with slavery. They were worried that new states wouldn't be
allowed to have slavery. They worried that slavery wouldn't be allowed
in their states anymore.

Abraham Lincoln was elected president. He said that the country could
not stay divided on the issue of slavery. This made the southern states
believe that Lincoln would end slavery. Some states chose to secede from the Union. "Secede"
means to withdraw. About one month after Lincoln was sworn in, the first battle of the Civil War
was fought. The southern states said that all northern soldiers must leave the South. The first
battle of the Civil War was fought at Fort Sumter. This is a fort in South Carolina. The
Confederate soldiers fired at the fort for many hours. Eventually, the Union soldiers surrendered.
This battle marked the beginning of a war that would last for four years.

Today, visitors can see the battle site. It is called Fort Sumter National Monument. A ferry takes
people to the fort. There is a special museum about ten miles away. It is called the Fort Sumter
Visitor Education Center. Visitors can learn about the events that led up to the Civil War. Visitors
can learn about the Battle at Fort Sumter. The Civil War changed our country forever.

Fort Sumter National Monument

Questions

1. Where is Fort Sumter?
A. Virginia
B. South Carolina
C. Washington, D.C.
D. North Carolina
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2. What war began at Fort Sumter?
A. World War II
B. Civil War
C. American Revolution
D. War of 1812

3. How many people died in this war?
A. 6,000
B. 60,000
C. 6,000,000
D. 600,000

4. What was one of the main issues of the Civil War?
A. trade with other countries
B. oil
C. slavery
D. freedom from Great Britain

5. What does secede mean?
A. independence
B. withdraw
C. fight alone
D. join together

6. Why was the battle fought at Fort Sumter?
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The Picture of a President
By Erin Horner

The United States is a great country. It is known as the "land of the free
and the home of the brave." It is also a land of great leaders. The leader
of our country is the president. It is a big job to run a nation! The leaders
of our nation have had many things in common. They have also had
many differences. Some of our past presidents have been very tall.
Abraham Lincoln was more than six feet tall. Some leaders have been
really heavy. President Taft was one of them. He was so big that he
couldn't fit into the normal bathtub at the White House! A special tub
had to be ordered just for him.

For some leaders, being the president runs in the family. Some leaders
have had cousins that also served in the oval office. In 1989, George
H.W. Bush became president. Then in 2001, his son, George W. Bush,
got the job.

Up until 2008 all of our presidents have been white. Then in 2008, something historical happened. Mr. Barack
Obama was chosen to be the forty-fourth president. He is our first African American president. He took office on
January 20, 2009. Like all presidents, President Obama took an oath at his inauguration. He promised to help our
country.

None of our nation's leaders have been exactly alike. They have been different heights and weights. They have
also had different colored skin. They do however, have one similarity that is greater than all of their differences
combined; they are all the great leaders of our great nation.

The Picture of a President

Questions

1. Name two of the presidents listed in this passage.

2. The author probably wrote this article to ______.

A. Persuade you to think that Barack Obama is the best president
B. Describe some of the similarities and differences of past and present leaders.
C. Demonstrate how to vote.
D. Inform you about President Lincoln's height

3. In this passage the word oath means ______.

A. a curse
B. a formula
C. a bad word
D. a solemn promise
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4. If you want to be president, you must be tall, thin, and white.

A. False
B. True


