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EDITORIAL BOARD

 G
ov. Kevin Stitt singled out 
Tulsa Public Schools this 
week in a misinformed and 

unhelpful statement regarding 
the worsening pandemic. 

Stitt says he wants all stu-
dents back in schools at the 
end of the holidays, but hasn’t 
taken meaningful mitigation 
measures to get this done.

The same holds true for 
the majority the Oklahoma 
State School Board, of which 
the governor appoints all but 
one member, and Oklahoma 
Secondary School Activities 
Association board, which is 
privately organized and inde-
pendent of the governor. Both 
boards refused to set state 
standards for opening schools 
or holding sports events. 

State leaders have taken 
a hands-off approach to 
COVID-19 reduction efforts, 
encouraging personal respon-
sibility and supporting local 
efforts in words but not deeds. 
The only state restrictions 
were set this week and apply 
to state employees, bars and 
restaurants.

For months, the tough deci-
sion making about issues such 
as mask mandates and student 
gatherings have been pushed 
to the local levels for superin-
tendents, school boards may-
ors and city councils.  

That’s why Stitt’s comment 
in Monday’s press conference 
was irritating.

“...(T)here’s some schools, 
Tulsa Public Schools for ex-
ample, has not been back in 
school this entire year since 
last March. It breaks my 
heart what’s happening to 
those kids in the Tulsa Public 
Schools area.”

This is untrue and hurtful 
to the TPS teachers and staff 
working hard under unprece-
dented pressure. 

TPS brought back pre-K 
and kindergarten students 
earlier this month. Other ele-
mentary grades are returning 
by the end of the month. Some 
students in special education 
programs have been meeting 
in buildings since August. 

Middle and high school stu-
dents are scheduled to return 
Jan. 4.

Stitt also said “93% of dis-
tricts” are meeting in-per-
son. He did not acknowledge 
the many districts forced to 
switch into distance learn-
ing due to outbreaks, or the 
challenges teachers face with 
in-person learning due to roll-
ing quarantines of students.

We agree that children 
learned best with in-person 
learning. We also recognize 
the challenges of staffing 
and substitute shortages in a 
worsening pandemic compli-
cates decisions. 

Local school board mem-
bers and administrators have 
labored hard on how to hold 
classes safely and with pre-
cious little help from the gov-
ernor’s office. They have relied 
on local health officials and 
data to lead the way.  

Stitt can’t have it both 
ways. He can’t avoid hard 
choices and say he wants to 
empower local leaders and 
then undercut their informed 
decisions. Or, at least, he 
shouldn’t. There are harsh 
words for such behavior, 
which we won’t use here out 
of politeness.

We believe TPS adminis-
trators and board members 
made the right decision with 
the information they had. 
We applaud local officials for 
stepping into the leadership 
void left by our state elected 
officials. 

Stitt 
targets 
TPS

 O
ne of Gov. Kevin Stitt’s 
stated goals while com-
bating COVID-19 is en-

suring all Oklahoma students 
return to in-person learning by 
the end of the Christmas break.

This is certainly a worthy 
goal that most educational 
leaders, students, parents and 
school board members would 
like to accomplish.

As with most worthy goals in 
life, they don’t happen by ac-
cident. They are accomplished 
through discipline, personal 
sacrifice and a relentless pur-
suit.

It’s not enough to wish stu-
dents back to school. It’s going 
to require a dramatic change in 
public behavior. Like it or not, 

that means a mask mandate in 
all public places.

Stitt, however, has argued 
in favor of “personal respon-
sibility” when it comes to face 
coverings.

“As far as a mandate, I’ve 
been very clear I don’t think 
that’s the right thing to do,” 
Stitt has said. “This is a per-
sonal responsibility. This is 
pleading with people to do the 
right thing.”

I, too, like to believe in the 
power of people to do the right 
thing. Oklahoma’s sad reality, 
however — and skyrocketing 
COVID-19 cases — is a strong 
indication that people are not 
willing to do the right thing.

Why plead? Why not just 
issue an executive order and 
make it so? It has been suc-
cessfully mandated in other red 
states.

Stitt cites the importance 
of local control, but that’s not 
working well for us. As a school 

district, Union Public Schools 
is snuggled between Tulsa (with 
a mask mandate) and Broken 
Arrow (no mandate). The lack 
of consistency statewide, with 
neighboring suburbs going dif-
ferent directions, has contrib-
uted to the spread. Our district, 
along with others, is back to 
distance learning due to rising 
COVID-19 numbers, as well as 
a lack of substitute teachers.

This we know: COVID-19 
does not care about one’s 
ideology, religion, ZIP code, 
health, socioeconomic status or 
politics. At last count, we have 
more than 1,500 Oklahomans 
who have died from the virus. 
Without deliberate action, we 
will add significantly to the toll 
over the coming months, until 
we have a vaccine.

It is time we rally together to 
stave off the impending effects 
of this disease. If no action is 
taken by our governor now, we 
will face even more dire conse-

quences. Already, our overbur-
dened health care systems are 
feeling the pinch, along with 
our places of worship, schools 
and our economy.

Stitt made a good move re-
cently in requiring all state 
employees and visitors to wear 
masks in state buildings. Now 
it’s time for an even bolder 
move and require them of all 
Oklahomans in public places.

This is a public health issue, 
not a political issue. In a ratio-
nal world, personal freedom 
and selfishness should take a 
back seat to saving lives. The 
sad truth . . . we can’t count on 
people to do the right thing.

So, let’s help with personal 
responsibility by issuing a 
statewide mask mandate. Not 
only will it save more lives — it 
will get our students back in 
school after the winter break.

Kirt Hartzler is superintendent of 
Union Public Schools.

We need a mask mandate, Gov. Stitt
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Stitt masks 

Gov. Kevin Stitt says that a 
mask mandate is not needed. 
Instead, we will rely on “per-
sonal responsibility” and “do-
ing the right thing.”

Then we can do away with 
the criminal justice system, 
most of the civil justice sys-
tem and eliminate most of the 
homeless population (the ad-
dicts will cure themselves).

We will save millions of dol-
lars in the federal, state and 
local budgets.

Who knows what other sav-
ings and social benefits will 
result. We are so lucky to have 
such a good and courageous 
governor.

David Hansen, Tulsa

Continued hate 
Reading the recent letters to 

the editor, I am amused as the 
continued hate and negativity 
expounded by the Democrats 
and the left.

For four years, the Demo-
crats, mass media and the left 
wing have done nothing but 
spew hate toward a sitting 
president and anyone who 
voted him in office.

The Democrats and media 
are now complaining about 
the lawsuits regarding possible 
fraud in voting.

As a reminder, they did not 
complain when Al Gore and 
the Democratic Party filed the 
same type lawsuits demanding 
having fair and only legal votes 
counted when George Bush 
was elected.

The lawsuits are a protection 
guaranteed by our Constitu-
tion to ensure our democracy 
can elect its political repre-
sentatives, legally and with 
every legal vote by a citizen 

counted.
Let the legal process take its 

course, and the results will de-
termine who will represent the 
citizens of this nation.

The Democrats, mass media 
and the left wing surely cannot 
be naive enough to believe the 
American people will forget 
the four years of division, hate 
and violence perpetrated by 
them during this time.

“Be not deceived; God is 
not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. For he that soweth unto 
his own flesh shall of the flesh 
reap corruption, but he that 
soweth unto the Spirit shall 
of the Spirit reap eternal life.” 
Galatians 6:7-8

Don L. Holt, Sapulpa

editor’s Note: in 2000, al Gore 
filed a lawsuit challenging the 
Florida presidential vote and 
appeals eventually took the case 
to the U.S. Supreme Court, whose 
ruling effectively halted the 
Florida recount. donald Trump 
has filed challenges in at least six 
states. 

Gerrymandering

The Tulsa World reported 
that recent voting turnout 
being only 55% (“Oklahoma 
still last in the nation in voter 
participation despite recent 
registration surge,” Nov. 12).

Democrats especially 
are pretty much just going 
through the motions. One 
major reason is extreme gerry-
mandering.

One look at the weirdly con-
torted shapes of voting dis-
tricts makes it pretty obvious 
there is more concern with 
politics here than fairness.

Sadly, the same people who 
could correct this un-Amer-
ican situation are the same 
ones who benefit from it.

If there is a group looking 
for a worthwhile cause, please 
consider a demand for more 
fairly divided voting districts.

I will happily sign a petition 
and contribute funds for this. I 
suspect many will join me. 

Gary Cheatham, Tulsa

National voting 
We have 50 states in this 

wonderful country. Unfortu-
nately, each state makes its own 
election laws, and, again un-
fortunately, the states’ laws are 
not uniform. 

Every American citizen over 
age 18, if properly registered, 
has the right to vote. That right 
has a few mandates that come 
with it, and, again unfortu-
nately, those mandates vary 
from state to state. 

We need a national, or con-
stitutional, law defining that 
right and the mandates that 
come with it, especially when 
that vote will help determine 
national leaders such as our 
president. 

Among other things, such 
a law should at least mandate 
that the voter is a U.S. citizen, 
registered to vote in the county 
and state in which the person 
permanently resides, the min-
imum age of the voter and the 
date (perhaps two days) and 

times the polls will open and 
close. 

The voter should have the 
obligation to get to the poll with 
proper identification to cast 
the vote or to apply in a timely 
fashion for an absentee ballot to 
be mailed, and an obligation to 
mail it back in a timely fashion.

Absolutely no ballots should 
be mailed to anyone unless 
timely and properly requested.

I am sure there are other 
uniform mandates that should 
be considered, but these would 
solve many problems that now 
clog our courts, newspaper and 
television news program and 
help the unlawful interference 
with our elections.

J. Peter Messler, Tulsa

Value differences 
Why do people want to change 

others to fit their ideas and life-
styles instead of just letting 
them be individuals and enjoy-
ing the differences?

Who wants to be a boring, 
ordinary person, complacently 
trying to fit the protocols? Em-
brace real people with passion.

Individuals collectively make 
a community, which becomes a 
unique family helping and caring 
for each other, thus making this 
a better society.

Everyone has a special gift, but 
some are so unique it is mistaken 
for a bad omen.

I think we should stop and lis-
ten to higher powers to guide us 
to a kinder society.

Shouldn’t we stand together 
instead of pushing and blaming 
each other because of differ-
ences?

God help us each and every 
one; we need each other because 
differences make this a better 
universe.

Laura Hunt, Tulsa
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The governor is all for 

local control, except 

when he’s not
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