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             ebruary is Black History Month, and as we
appreciate and recognize the Black individuals who
have influenced our world, we are also mindful of the
origins of Black History Month. It is important to
understand how Black History Month was created and
identify those responsible for its formation. 
       Carter Godwin Woodson was an American
historian, author, journalist, and founder of the
Association for the Study of American Life and History
(ASALH), and he played a primary role in the formation
of Black History Month. Dedicated to spreading
awareness of the history of African Americans across
the country, Woodson made it a goal to create
atmospheres for individuals and communities to
appreciate and recognize Black culture and history. He
contributed to many organizations that celebrated Black
history and strove to illuminate important figures in the
Black community.  
         Woodson and the ASALH had a significant
influence on the eventual creation of Black History
Month as we know it today. Woodson was the founder
of the first annual Negro History Week in 1926 which
eventually became what we know today as Black
History Month. The ASALH sponsored this week-long
celebration, and the second week of February was
chosen for Negro History Week because it coincides
with the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick
Douglass, two men who greatly impacted the lives of
African Americans throughout history.
       After the Civil Rights movement, Negro History
Week transformed into Black History Month. This shift
was important and had a powerful effect on Black
individuals across the United States; the establishment
of Black History Month changed history in remarkable
ways. After dedicating a month to the recognition of
Black history in America, other countries, such as the  
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH: THE
ORIGINS AND IMPORTANCE
By Tayler Hill (12th) and Breanna Farhood (12th)

UK and Canada, followed suit, devoting months to
recognizing Black history as well. Although the
origins of Black History Month began in 1926,
Gerald Ford made Black History Month an official
federal observance in 1976. 
       So, what is Black History Month really, and what
is it all about? Simply put, Black History Month is an
annual celebration of the contributions and
achievements of Black Americans in history.
Celebrating Black history important because it sheds
light on the accomplishments of Black individuals
and is a way to remember influential people and
events in Black history. 
       This month is not only about recognizing the
figures we all know about, such as Martin Luther
King Jr., Rosa Parks, and Ruby Bridges, but it is also
about identifying and appreciating the hidden figures
in Black culture who haven’t received as much
recognition. This Black history month, challenge
yourself to learn about the history of all Black
Americans, even the history that is not as popular.
       This February, there are many ways students of
Union High School can get involved and participate
in Black History Month. Be the Change Black history
fair will take place on Thursday, February 25th in the
Grand Hall and all are welcome to attend. Students
may also attend African American Student
Organization (AASO) meetings, and you can find
more information about AASO on their Instagram
(@union_aaso). Black Scholars also has meetings
every Monday in room 1161 and they also meet on
Zoom; for more information about Black Scholars,
visit their Instagram (@blackscholars.uhs). There are
plenty of opportunities to branch out and get involved
this month; this Black History Month, challenge
yourself to be the change. Happy Black History
Month!
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Right to Left: Tayler Hill ('21), Olivia Clayton ('20), Mauri Jones ('21), Taylor Glenn ('21), Shamyia Collins ('21),
Meyon Jones ('20) at Union's Black is Beautiful event in 2020. 

ACTIVITIESACTIVITIES

CURRENT EVENTSCURRENT EVENTS



February 2021 UHS TODAY                                                          Page 2          

unionhighschooltoday@gmail.comInstagram -@uhstoday

DETAIL >
activities

LEADERSHIP APPLICATIONS OPENING SOON;
BASIC LEADERSHIP PROGRAM GOES ON SECOND
YEAR AFTER FIRST YEAR OF SUCCESS

          ith the last quarter of the school year quickly
approaching, applications for Union’s leadership
programs will open soon. Leadership at Union
consists of a mixture of daily classes as well as
activities done outside of school, such as event
preparation, planning, and service. All Union student
activities – such as Back to School Bash, Prom,
Blacklight Dance, and Homecoming – are planned
and executed by leadership students. These students
develop as individual leaders through the program by
planning events, serving others, and learning how to
communicate and work with peers to accomplish
goals. 
       Union High School offers two leadership classes:
Basic Leadership, or Leadership 1, and Advanced
Leadership, or Leadership 2. These classes vary in
commitment, involvement, and scope, but students in
both programs plan events and focus on continuing to
establish positive, inclusive, and spirited
environments at the high school. 
       Advanced Leadership, or Leadership 2,
encompasses the traditional student council
environment. All individuals in Leadership 2 must be
elected into their positions (though many run
unopposed) and enroll for a year-long leadership
class that is held during fourth period. Students in
Leadership 2 commit numerous hours per week
outside of school towards the program, whether that
be spending long work-nights after school or
planning events at home. Leadership 2 provides
students with incredible resources and mentorship,
allowing them to reach their maximum potential as
leaders and preparing them for similar roles outside
of school. As mentioned, all members of Advanced
Leadership must be elected into their positions (such
as class president, secretary, etc.); information and
application packets for applying will be available in
the activities office later this semester. Advanced
Leadership is perfect for students dedicated to
planning events for Union High School and is meant
to aid individuals in their efforts to  develop as
strong, effective, and dynamic leaders.
      Basic Leadership, or Leadership 1, was added as
an official, enroll-able class in 2020. Basic leadership
seeks to cater to students involved in other
extracurriculars or sports who still desire to be
involved members in student leadership but cannot
make the commitments needed for Leadership 2.
Members of Leadership 1 also do not need to be
elected into a position – they can simply sign up with
an application packet, no campaigning needed.
Leadership 1 still includes students planning events,
providing resources for personal growth, fostering
environments of teamwork and inclusivity, and
growing as individual leaders. Basic leadership is a
second hour class and students will occasionally
work after school to prepare for events. Basic
leadership is great for students who are involved in
other areas of their life-whether that be family, work,
academic, or any other commitment--but still want to
affect positive change at Union High School and
develop as the leader they are. A first year
Leadership 1 student, senior Bre Farhood decided to
be in Leadership 1 this year because she “[loves]
being able to help in every way [she] can”. She said
“I enjoy spending time with others and meeting new
people, and leadership has been the perfect
opportunity for me to do that. The most fulfilling 

By Braxton Tempest (12th)

W

thing for me has been working with people from all
different backgrounds and genuinely getting to know
them on a deeper level. I have more respect for others
and have gained the ability to communicate and work
with people in a positive way”. 
      Applications and more information about both
Leadership 1 and Leadership 2 will be available in the
activities Activities office in the coming weeks. Stay
updated through Canvas, Uhype, social media, or your
student email.  Regardless of if you have signed up or
been accepted/elected for the class, when you are
enrolling for the next school year, be sure to enroll for
the leadership class you wish to take as your schedule
can always be changed by your counselor if needed.
        Union boasts one of the most well-established and
well-developed student leadership programs in the
country, and with the addition of Basic Leadership,
there are numerous ways to get involved, no matter
your commitment level. Are you interested in planning
one of Union’s iconic events like Blacklight Dance or
Prom? Are you passionate about making students and
teachers feel valued and appreciated? Maybe you have
a heart for art and design, or maybe you simply want to
be a part of something and serve the best high school in
the nation? Whatever your talents and abilities are,
Union Leadership has a place for you!

Leadership students from the 2019-2020 school year pose for a photo after their 2019 Holiday work night
where they painted posters and put up decorations around the high school.

Open Student Council
Meetings

ATTEND MONTHLY

PROMOTE YOUR CLUB AND LEARN ABOUT NEW
ONES! first Friday of each month during both

lunches in Grand Hall (may vary, check Canvas)
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PUSHING THROUGH THE PANDEMIC: UNION THEATRE
PRESENTS SOMETHING ROTTEN

Fine Arts

UNION BASKETBALL TEAMS WEATHER PANDEMIC PROBLEMS,
EXCEL ON AND OFF THE COURT 

Sports

By Janine Wagdalt (12th) 

By Austin Lopez (12th)

England and near beheading in the process.
        Covid-19 presented various unprecedented
challenges for this year’s musical: a third of the usual
cast size, fewer rehearsals, no live orchestra, constant
flexibility around distanced learning, and each cast
member’s perseverance to convey character and
project their voices through the fabric of face masks
throughout the rehearsal process. Learning the
choreography and musical score of the show was
particularly challenging for the cast during this time.
However, the process was made easier through the
efforts of talented choreographer, Christina Jenkins, 

           very year when October rolls around, the
machine that is Union Theatre begins its three-month
odyssey to putting on the All-School Musical.
Union’s Theatre program, headed by Tony-
nominated Director Troy Powell, is acclaimed
throughout the state, winning various awards at their
yearly One Act Competition hosted right here at
Union. However, this year not only did the cast and
crew face the arduous task of piecing together a full-
length musical as they kept up with academics—they
did so while facing a perilous world-wide pandemic.
      The 2021 show pick, Something Rotten, is a
musical set in the late 1500s at the height of the
Shakespearean era. Something Rotten tells the story
of two brothers, Nick and Nigel Bottom, and their
troupe, eager to create the next “big” thing in theatre
to compete with William Shakespeare, which,
ironically, ends up being…a musical. Nick seeks the
aid of a soothsayer named Nora Nostradamus whose
predictions, though well-intended, cause comedic
disaster to ensue. By the close of the show, Nick and  
Nigel, supported by their love interests Bea and
Portia, create a hilarious amalgamation of Nora’s
predictions that result in their banishment from 

E
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and gifted musical directors Scott Zenthoefer and Daniel
Frerichs. The fantastic technical crew of the show, led by
Jeffrey Spatz, also put in many hours, often arriving
earlier than the actors to work on set pieces, master
staging cues, and create beautifully handcrafted corsets to
fit the Renaissance time period of the show.While this
year’s show was vastly disparate from any other year,
especially with a minimal audience of only family and
selected friends for a socially distanced two-night
viewing, it proved that even in the most harrowing
circumstances creatives will always fight to ensure that
the show goes on.

Left to right: Avery
Scott (11th),
Christopher Flippo
(11th), Issac Jones
(12th), Turner Powell
(12th), Claire
Caldron (11th), the
leads in the play, take
their bows at the end
of the show.

           ovid-19 has affected many student activities,
but one main activity that has changed dramatically is
basketball. Two UHS varsity basketball players, Mat
T'yawna Harper and Neal Kinney gave UHS Today
some insight on how their senior year is going with
Covid-19 and how the global pandemic is impacting
their season, personal lives, and scholarship
opportunities. 
      Neal Kinney has been playing basketball since
the third grade. He plans on attending the University
of Arkansas on a Pre-Dental track. Neal is an AP
student and is the Senior Class Publicist. When asked
how Covid-19 was affecting his senior season he
said, “we were recently quarantined for two weeks as
a team, which caused us to cancel numerous games,
hurting our position in the standings for the playoffs
drastically.” Although this season has been changed
drastically, he chooses to see the good, stating, “there
have been a lot of ups and downs, but I think it has
gone pretty good and we have grown a lot.” Neal is
also heavily involved in the community and has
volunteered 100+ hours at youth basketball camps
and 50+ hours for the Anderson geography bee.
Some advice he has for other student-athletes
struggling to manage academics and athletics is,
“treat your sport like a job, but savor it because it will
be the most fun job you will ever have.”
      Mat T'yawna Harper has been playing basketball
since kindergarten and is “continuing [her] academic
and basketball career at Southwestern University.” 

 She has not only been a key player on the varsity
team, but is also a very involved student, business
owner, and philanthropist.  Mat T'yawna is one of
the site leaders for Mats for Homeless, where she 
 "crochets" mats out of trash bags to give to the
homeless”, giving people in a vulnerable situation
some comfort through a makeshift bed to sleep on.
Unfortunately, on October 26th Mat T'yawna tore
her ACL. However, she has had a very positive
outlook on the situation saying, “I am embracing my
new role as a part of the support system for my
teammates and coaches.” When asked for a piece of
advice for other student-athletes, she said, “My
piece of advice is to keep working hard even when
the odds are against you.” 
       UHS Today was honored to interview such
outstanding leaders for their teams, our school, and
the community.

Kayleen Nelson (12th) sets up for a shot. 

The Varsity Boys team huddles up during a game in
the 2020-2021 season.
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SCHOLARSHIPS: IS IT WORTH IT TO APPLY?
By Abhi Narayanan (12th) and Michael Drew (11th)

TEACHING BLACK HISTORY: UNION TEACHER EXPRESSES
THE IMPORTANCE OF TELLING THE WHOLE STORY
By Bow Bajela (12th)

NRA Civil Rights Defense Fund Youth Essay
Contest, The Jackie Robinson Foundation,
Carrington-Philbert U.S. Undergraduate Scholarship,
LEAD Scholarship, College Scholarships
Foundation, Minority Student Scholarship, Charles
Moo Scholarship, and Hispanic American Foundation
of Tulsa. Many local Native American tribes also
have scholarships for their members, 
      Additionally, here are examples of general
scholarships that have varying requirements and
components: Fountainhead Essay Contest, Think for
Yourself Scholarship, MLB Black History Month
Challenge, $2,500 Financial Aid February
Scholarship Contest. 
      Common stigmas around the more selective
scholarships are that they are nearly impossible to be
selected or pointless to apply. While applying to
popular scholarships such as Bold’s “No Essay
$25,000 Scholarship” are great opportunities,
consider smaller scholarships! Applying to
scholarships with any award amount is beneficial.
Even if the bulk of awards range from $250-$1000,
keep in mind that these amounts build up into a
substantial total.
        Although scholarship applications can be time-
consuming and tedious, try to avoid the simplistic, no
essay scholarships. Often, these are illegitimate and
extremely difficult to win. Writing an essay as part of
the application opens the review panel to what kind
of student you are, and this will set you apart from
other candidates in your merit and personality.
Applications that are lengthier provide more personal
scholarships. If you have already applied to college 

F

             hat exactly is a scholarship? A scholarship is
more than just financial aid; it is a guiding possibility.
As seniors, transitioning from high school to college
can be overwhelming, but funding college does not
need to be stressful. Apart from federal aid, grants, and
loans, external scholarships are great ways to finance
college. If you are worried about not having great test
scores or have complicated financial situations at
home, then applying to scholarships from other
organizations and communities can help support your
college education. 
        There are some general things to consider when
applying to scholarships: Where does it come from? Is
it a local or regional organization? What are the
eligibility requirements? Is it specific to race, gender,
your major, etc.? How popular is the scholarship? How
many people generally apply? Does it cost money to
apply? (Stay away from those: they are most likely a
scam.)What are the requirements to apply? Is it time-
consuming or a quick application? 
         A hint when applying to scholarships: if it is
overly simple and popular, then they most likely have
thousands - or even tens of thousands -- of applicants.
Applications that require more time and detail are less
competitive and more personal.
         There are numerous scholarships for students of
all circumstances. If you come from a diverse
background or have special clubs/organizations you
are a part of, there may be scholarships specifically
designed for you! For example, here are several
scholarships that cater to minorities:

W

and wrote personal statements/essays, you can reuse
them as an impactful part of your application. For
example, if a particular scholarship requires a “Tell us
about yourself” piece, your Common App personal
statement possibly contains all the necessary information.
      Lastly, scholarships are not only meant for seniors
entering college. If you are a sophomore/junior, an
undocumented or documented immigrant, or have any
financial limitations hindering you from a college
education, applying to external scholarships are most
definitely worth it. It is never too early or too late to
prepare for the future. Regardless of your situation, there
is a scholarship out there for you.

Grace Lam (12th) won Jiffy Lube's "What Drives You?"
scholarship last year for students in Eastern Oklahoma.

          ollowing the recent events involving racial
tensions in America, people across the nation are
demanding a reframing of the way Black history is
taught in classrooms. To gain a deeper level of
understanding of the roles our history teachers believe
they are meant to play in the development of our young
minds, I sat down with Mr. Carr, my tenth grade U.S.
History teacher, to hear his thoughts. 
      It has long been said that “history is written by the
victors,” but as Carr reflects on the progress he has
seen in our country, he has felt that the nation is
becoming more accepting of the “total story.” Carr sees
that there is now a better reflection in the history books
of all of the diverse perspectives that make up America.
To Carr, this is a sign of progress that the nation is
moving in a direction that he can appreciate. “Now, to a
greater extent, the history textbooks have taken the
initiative to assure that everyone’s story is being told.”
But Carr finds that it is more than just the textbook’s
responsibility to share the “total story” of the many
diverse peoples that make up American history. Carr
notes, “We have all brought something different to the
country, and how that history is taught in that class is
going to depend on the style and the knowledge and the
cultural sensitivity and compassion of the individual
teacher to include the stories of those other populations
in American history.” Carr takes great pride in his
responsibility to teach American history. He says, “I 

just want to tell the whole story because if I tell the
whole story, kids will determine on their own what
they believe to be right and wrong.”
        Carr’s compassion and drive to share the “total
story” stems largely from his upbringing in the
predominantly black neighborhoods of Seattle,
Washington. “My mom, for example, made sure that I
was learning about the African American All-Stars in
the nation and abroad. She had this box of flashcards,
and they had about two hundred famous African or
African American people.” He recounts that everyone
in his community was Black, just like him. For Carr,
Black people were important because they were
prolific in his surroundings, and his interest in telling
the whole African American experience carried over
when he became a U.S. history teacher and began to
constantly ask himself, “Why is this important to the
students in this particular class?” All of this has
contributed to Carr’s strong self-identity, and now he
works hard to bring that same level of inclusion to his
classroom. “I like knowing who I am, and I want all
of my students to know who they are too because if
we don’t know who we are, then someone else is
going to tell your story for you, and they may not tell
that story the way you want it to be told.”
       Although we are still very young, the kids of this
generation have become used to living through
historical moments, but at the time of this interview, 

astonishment over the recent attack on the Capitol on
January 6th, 2021 was still fresh on our minds, and I
wanted to hear how it would be taught throughout history
from one of the people delegated to teach it. “I just showed
it for what it was.” He asked his students, “What do you
guys think?” In his pursuit of telling the “whole story,”
Carr concluded, “My job is not to form your opinion, it is
just to give you the information.”

The box of flashcard's Carr's mom used to help teach him
about important African American figures.
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Saturday February 27
12 pm - 2 pm
South Lot of Union High School
keep our school and planet healthy!
all are welcome!
dress for the weather!

HIGHLIGHTING UNION'S BLACK SCHOLARS CLUB IN TIME
FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH

By Destiny Reyes (11th)

         he Black Scholars Club is a youth organization
at Union High School that allows students from
different cultures and backgrounds to come together
and discuss their daily experiences. The club motto is
“Here for the purpose of engendering pride,
acceptance, and love of one’s identity as a black
youth.” Each week, students come together and
discuss a topic that is pertinent to the Black
community. Past topics and presentations include
mental health in the Black community, the role Black
men play in society, the Black Lives Matter
movement, Greenwood and the Tulsa race massacre,
brutality inflicted upon Nigerians by the Special
Anti-Robbery Squad, and more. Additionally,
members of the club have been educated on topics
that will help them be successful in the future, such
as financial literacy and politics 101. They often play
games too!
      The president and vice president of Black
Scholars are Jasmine Gracey and Casey Piercy
respectively. Gracey expresses the importance of
young students having a safe place to share their
thoughts and experiences. “Black students need an
outlet and space to express themselves and share their
daily experiences. Conversation is the start to making
changes to break down barriers, oppression and
racism.” Gracey hopes that members of the club will
take what they have learned and continue to advocate
for Black lives individually. Her favorite part of the 

club is hearing the different perspectives of the
members. Similarly, Vice President Piercy’s favorite
aspect of Black Scholars is the group discussions.
“Every discussion is so insightful and honest, and I
love that! I love how we can express all of our
opinions and ideas in our club.” Piercy has noticed
personal growth in his life as a result of ushering
Black Scholars. “Being a part of the Black Scholars
has impacted my life for the better by allowing me to
become a leader in all aspects of my life. The club
has taught me how to work with people from various
backgrounds and connect everyone through my
culture.” 

T

 Join Black Scholars to see growth in your personal life as
well!      
      Black Scholars is an inclusive club that wishes to
impact the lives of its members from all different
backgrounds; this means that all students, regardless of
race or ethnicity, are welcomed and encouraged to attend
meetings. Meetings are held in-person on Mondays from
3:20 to 4:00 in Mrs. Austin’s room (room 1161) and
virtually on Wednesdays from 3:20 to 4:00. Feel free to
join the Black Scholars Remind (text @ce284ag to
81010) and follow the Black Scholars Instagram
(@blackscholars.uhs). We would love to see YOU at our
next meeting!

Students pose for a photo at the joint Black Scholars and Asian American Club meeting on February 8th.  The
topic was "Attack on Societal Norms and Struggles with Cultural Pride." (Photography by Taryn Cox (10th)).

“DIVERSITY IS OUR STRENGTH”: INTERVIEWING UNION
DISTRICT TEACHER OF THE YEAR REBECKA PETERSON
By Taryn Cox (10th)

         had the privilege to do a zoom interview with
Mrs. Peterson regarding her life and what it means to
be the District Teacher of the Year. “I never really
felt like I had a home ‘til Union. I just am so grateful
for this place,” Mrs. Peterson told me when asked
how she felt about receiving such an esteemed title.
With a dad one-hundred percent Iranian and a mom
one-hundred percent Swedish, Mrs. Peterson lived a
life that could hardly be described as typical. “I was
born in Sweden and moved here when I was young
but moved all over. Swedish is the language we
spoke in the house,” she explained. “I lived in 4
different countries. It was hard especially without the
internet like today. It was hard just picking up and
leaving, knowing that your friends are going to
continue on living their American lives and forget
about you.” Moving all over the world brought forth
many challenges, including not knowing where to
call home, which she described as “having little
pieces of each place [that] makeup who [I am].”
       When asked how being bilingual affects
teaching, Mrs. Peterson expressed that the challenges
were heavy, but the good outweighed them. “I am so
grateful for all those difficult experiences because it
gives me such an understanding of a lot of my
students. I know what it’s like to not speak English in
the house, to not ask your parents to proofread your 

I

English paper. I know what it’s like to think in a
different language than you and everyone else speaks.
Having that deeper connection to students really
means a lot. Our diversity is our strength. And after
all my experiences, I step back and see all the pieces
of my life come together; it all fits now!” During my
time speaking with Mrs. Peterson, it was made clear
to me that she always finds the good in every
situation, and this abnormal year was a perfect
opportunity for her to showcase that.
       I believe Mrs. Peterson is a wonderful teacher
and I was curious as to what inspired her teaching
style. Her love of math and her mentors along the
way contributed greatly to inspiring her to teach. “I 

wanted to be like my first-grade teacher who taught little,
immigrant me to read English, my third-grade teacher who
had a kind word for everybody, and my seventh-grade
teacher who broke the barrier that women can be in math
and science as well. My main inspiration was one of my
advisors in college; he was so incredibly intelligent and
down to earth. He believed in us and showed us how
important a teacher could be in a person’s life.” Along
with these examples, Mrs. Peterson grew from rough
times too. “Looking back onto those not-so-good times as
a teacher I ask myself,  ‘how and why did I feel like that?’
and ‘how can I make my students not feel that way?’ Both
the good and the bad make you the way you are, and I
think the not-so-good experiences and learning from them
is really important in anything you do.” 
       If you have ever gotten the pleasure of talking with
Mrs. Peterson, or better yet, being her student, you would
know she is so deserving of being named District Teacher
of the Year. To Mrs. Peterson (and all other teachers as
well): thank you! Your dedication and kindness do not go
unnoticed.

Mrs. Peterson was honored at a special reception.


