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Which careers interest 
you most?

What talents can you 
offer a potential employer?

Which pathways will 
you explore?

A new world awaits you...one full 
of excitement, promise, and 
opportunity. 

There are so many different career 
options, it’s a little overwhelming. 
You’re great at math and science, 
but you are not sure if you want 
to be a mechanical engineer. Or, 
maybe you love helping animals 
and are considering a career in 
veterinary medicine, but you are 
squeamish at the sight of blood. 

Now you have a way to 
investigate potential careers — 
before you invest time, money, 
and other resources.



Union Public Schools is committed to discovery.

Career Connect is about giving students the freedom 
to explore career options through internships, training, 
job shadowing, and community service opportunities. 
Before committing to a four-year degree or a career tech 
program, what if you had the option to work alongside a 
professional who is doing that job today? 
 
Union Public Schools provides multiple pathways 
for success in career and life, regardless of your final 
destination.  We’ve found that student passions IGNITE 
when they connect with an occupation that is a good match 
with their aptitudes, interests, and skills. 

On this path of discovery, we also recognize that your 
interests may change in light of your experience.  That’s 
why we give students permission to explore and 
make course corrections along the way. 

Choose your own path.  We’re not interested in 
pigeonholing students into particular careers or limiting 
options.  Union wants to provide a safe space for you to 
explore the industries in which you are most interested.  
Our goal is to provide experiences that will help you 
determine the best way forward once you graduate from 
Union High School.  By developing a game plan that is 
tailored to your interests and skills, we may save you time, 
money, and heartbreak. 



Students also complete coursework to fulfill an academic 
component, which varies by program.  For example: 
 
• Union’s manufacturing program allows students to 

complete coursework with a college instructor.  
• The automotive technician program has online 

curriculum and a textbook.  
• Students enrolled in job shadowing complete a 

structured, written reflection that ties their service 
experience back to specific learning goals, and 
curriculum that prepares students for college and career 
planning and decision-making. 

*Career Connect partners are not required to pay student interns, although some may elect to. 

About Career Connect
Career Connect is designed to give juniors and seniors 
the opportunity to learn through real-world experience.  
Union High School students enroll in an elective class and 
are placed in career internships or community service roles 
tailored to their particular interests.  

Our students also have the opportunity to earn college 
credit and technical certifications (depending upon their 
area of interest) while still in high school.  Paid internships 
and summer jobs are available in some programs.*  After 
graduation, many students will attend college or seek other 
specialized career training.  A number of Union students 
have successfully transitioned to full-time employment 
with Career Connect partners.  



• Union High School juniors and seniors must have a 
consistent record of academic eligibility and maintain 
good attendance. 

• Students may be expected to meet certain program 
requirements, i.e., weekly “reflection,” coursework, 
testing, and assignments (varies by program). 

• Participants are expected to fulfill all of the duties and 
responsibilities as outlined by their supervisor. 

• Students must wear appropriate safety gear and 
participate in all required training. 

• Off-campus internships or community service may 
require transportation. In the event this is prohibitive, 
Union will work closely with the student and partner 
organization to secure transportation. 

Experience 
careers across 
a variety of 
industries and 
interest areas

Student Eligibility





FAQs
Is there a cost to students to participate in Career Connect? 
No.  There is no charge for students to enroll in the 
program.  In most cases, however, students provide their 
own transportation. 

What is the time commitment for students? 
For off-site programs, student interns may report daily or 
twice a week for a 1.5-hour block, depending on the needs 
of the company or partner organization and the student’s 
schedule.  

Who provides transportation? 
In most cases, students drive.  In some instances, Union 
Public Schools provides transportation.  We work 
closely with Career Connect partners to ensure that 
transportation is not an issue for students who want to 
participate.  

Are internships paid?  
Some Career Connect partner organizations may elect to 
pay students interns; however, the majority of placements 
are unpaid.  

What if a Career Connect placement is not a good fit?  
Union wants to provide students with a safe space 
for career exploration.  In the event a placement does 
not work out, we work closely with students to find a 
successful “match.” 



Testimonials

“You have truly awakened my passion for automotive careers.”
— Caleb Birkes, Learning with a Wrench program (Class of 2017)

“Thank you for taking the time to teach me everything 
I need to know about Culinary Arts….I can take all the 
knowledge I have now and do great things.” 

— DaVonta Harring, culinary arts (Class of 2017)

“I have met a lot of wonderful people and have a new 
perspective of what’s behind the scenes.”    

— Caitlynn Kirsch, law enforcement (Class of 2018)

“You opened my eyes to the world of education and gave 
me an inside look at what my life could be like.” 

— Brooke Napier, future educator (Class of 2017)

“Thank you so much for teaching me so many things that I 
will be able to carry with me for the rest of my life!” 

— Amaris Buggs, culinary arts (Class of 2017)

“I’ve got a whole new look for my future.  I loved this 
experience!” 

— Dulce Rodriguez, early childhood (Class of 2018)

“I‘ve learned a lot this year and can’t wait to see what lies 
ahead in my IT career.”

— Elijah Bradley, information technology (Class of 2017)


