
It is my pleasure to welcome parents, family, and friends to this 
virtual graduation honoring the Union graduating Class of 2020.  

To all of our students, congratulations on your commitment to 
staying the course and completing your high school career. 
Perhaps more than any other graduating class, you have 
endured through some extremely disruptive and challenging 
times. This is a day about you! This is especially a day for your 
parents as with joy in their hearts they see the culmination of 
all those years of anxiety, love, panic and costs in this moment 
of achievement and success.  

The Class of 2020 has been a great one and has established a 
stellar reputation and legacy that will last. Tonight, you benefit 
from staying the course.  

You have become scholars, lived like champions, reached out to 
help others, and honed your talents. The legacy you have left 
through your teamwork and championships, your high levels of 
volunteerism, and your motivation to achieve has made your 
class highly respected. You have certainly enhanced the 
reputation of your school and you have embodied the winning 
attitude of a Union Redskin – hopefully for life.  

The majority of you are planning to go to college or to 
vocational or military training. That is what we have tried to 
prepare you for, and we are very proud that you are headed in 
that direction. It is particularly exciting to me that you 
understand that though a high school diploma is a very 
important step, great opportunities today require even more 



education and training. This means that our graduates will be 
fanning out in all directions to continue their education and 
contribute the Union spirit to build a better world.  

You, of course, have not done this alone! Each step along the 
way you have been supported by your parents, family, 
teachers, classmates and, of course, Google.  All of your 
teachers – from pre-kindergarten to your senior year - support 
staff, and principals are with you in spirit tonight to celebrate 
with you and send you off with their best wishes. 

It is now my privilege to introduce the President of Union’s 
Board of Education, Mr. Ken Kinnear.   

++++++++ 

Following Mr. Kinnear’s Comments 

Graduates, tonight we honor your commitment to staying the 
course. You have embarked on many journeys throughout your 
elementary and secondary years. This evening’s event is a 
culminating one that transitions you from one of the most 
important phases of your life to another.   

Most importantly, the education, experiences, and struggles 
that you have endured will surely prepare you for life’s next 
journey. However, the success that you experience in this next 
phase of your life is even more dependent upon the path you 
choose to take, the choices you make, and your capacity to 
maintain hope!    



As you step into what lies ahead, I encourage you to draw on 
the words of the great American poet Robert Frost in his classic 
poem, “The Road Not Taken.” Do not choose necessarily a road 
that is the most easily traveled. Your biggest challenge isn’t 
failing in life, it’s getting too comfortable. Significant 
accomplishments and achievements in life are not meant to 
come with ease. They require uncommon dedication and focus. 
Have the courage to accept that you’re not perfect, nothing is, 
no one is – and that’s okay. As you walk down the road you 
have chosen, take comfort in knowing that you have choices. 
You can either be a passive victim of circumstance or you can 
be an active champion of your own life – your own destiny. 
Make use of the fact that you don’t doubt yourself too much 
right now. Your inexperience in life can be an asset in that it 
allows you to think in original and unconventional ways. Use 
this to your advantage! And when it seems like the challenges 
you face while on this new road are too great, remember that 
fear sharpens you; when you run away from it, you also run 
away from the opportunity to be your best possible self.  

If there was ever a time to dare, to make a difference, to 
embark on something worth doing, it is now! You owe it to 
yourself to make your days count. Find your passion in life and 
stay the course. Know that anything is possible if you maintain 
hope. Hope is a belief! Hope is what can sustain you – push you 
through - even in the most challenging of times. Our lives are 
full of seasons and they provide the good and the bad. Just as 
sure as you will experience pain, you will also feel joy. Just as 



the road to any destination or significant goal in life can be 
paved in despair, it can also be paved in hope.  

I trust the road that you choose with your graduation tonight is 
personally fulfilling and that it brings value to others in this 
world. Live a life that makes you, your parents, and teachers 
proud. Be courageous in your choices, stand up for what is 
right, be kind and respectful, and stay true to yourself and your 
commitments. Persist. Trust in yourself. Believe in the 
incredible power of the human mind. Don’t be afraid to take 
the road that is most difficult to travel, as this could make all of 
the difference. Best wishes Class of 2020!  


