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Unspeakable by Carole Boston Weatherford 

A once-thriving Black community was destroyed, and the story of how it 
happened went untold for decades. 
In the beginning of the 20th century, Tulsa, Oklahoma, was emerging as a 
thriving oil town, and African Americans worked to establish communities 
in the face of discrimination. The separate neighborhoods that grew out of 
segregation meant that Black businesses sprang up to serve those who 
could not frequent White establishments. The African American 
neighborhood of Greenwood had so many it became known as “Black Wall 
Street,” with an impressive range of services and opportunities. The 

tenuous nature of Black prosperity was reinforced, however, when a White woman accused a 
Black man of assault. White mobs, unable to reach the suspect, descended on Greenwood, looting 
the businesses and burning the community to the ground. With no protection or assistance from 
law enforcement, all that the residents had achieved was lost. Further, it took 75 years before an 
official investigation was launched. Author Weatherford and illustrator Cooper join forces to 
present this important story with sensitivity and care for younger readers. Weatherford’s 
measured prose depicts the events in a cleareyed, age-appropriate narrative. Oklahoma native 
Cooper’s muted palette and oil-erasure style effectively portray first the achievement and then 
the devastation that followed. The author’s and illustrator’s notes provide valuable insight and 
context, as does the rear endpapers’ photograph of the massacre’s aftermath. 
A somber, well-executed addition to the history as the incident approaches its 100th 
anniversary. (Informational picture book. (Ages 9-12) 

Winner of the Coretta Scott King Book Awards for Author and Illustrator 
A Caldecott Honor Book 
A Sibert Honor Book 
Longlisted for the National Book Award 
A Kirkus Prize Finalist 
A Boston Globe-Horn Book Honor Book 
"A must-have"—Booklist (starred review) 
 
 

 



When Stars Are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson as told by Omar Mohamed. 
A National Book Award Finalist, this remarkable graphic novel is about 
growing up in a refugee camp, as told by a former Somali refugee to the 
Newbery Honor-winning creator of Roller Girl. 
Omar and his younger brother, Hassan, have spent most of their lives in 
Dadaab, a refugee camp in Kenya. Life is hard there: never enough food, 
achingly dull, and without access to the medical care Omar knows his 
nonverbal brother needs. So when Omar has the opportunity to go to school, 
he knows it might be a chance to change their future . . . but it would also 
mean leaving his brother, the only family member he has left, every day. 

Heartbreak, hope, and gentle humor exist together in this graphic novel about a childhood spent 
waiting, and a young man who is able to create a sense of family and home in the most difficult 
of settings. It's an intimate, important, unforgettable look at the day-to-day life of a refugee, as 
told to New York Times Bestselling author/artist Victoria Jamieson by Omar Mohamed, the 
Somali man who lived the story. (Ages 9-12) 
National Book Award Finalist 
Amazon Best Children’s Book of the Year 
New York Times Book Review Notable Children’s Book 
TIME Best Book of the Year 
School Library Journal Best Book of the Year 
NYPL Best Book for Kids 
NPR’s Book Concierge Pick 
Jane Addams Children’s Book Award Finalist 
Charlotte Huck Award Honor Book 
Schneider Family Book Award Honor 
Walter Award Winner 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Star Fish by Lisa Fipps 
Ellie is tired of being fat-shamed and does something about it in this poignant 
debut novel-in-verse.   
Ever since Ellie wore a whale swimsuit and made a big splash at her fifth birthday 
party, she's been bullied about her weight. To cope, she tries to live by the Fat 
Girl Rules—like "no making waves," "avoid eating in public," and "don't move so 
fast that your body jiggles." And she's found her safe space—her swimming 
pool—where she feels weightless in a fat-obsessed world. In the water, she can 

stretch herself out like a starfish and take up all the room she wants. It's also where she can get 
away from her pushy mom, who thinks criticizing Ellie's weight will motivate her to diet. 
Fortunately, Ellie has allies in her dad, her therapist, and her new neighbor, Catalina, who loves 
Ellie for who she is. With this support buoying her, Ellie might finally be able to cast aside the Fat 
Girl Rules and starfish in real life--by unapologetically being her own fabulous self. (Ages 9+) 
A Printz Honor winner.  “Fipps’ verse is skillful and rooted in emotional reality. The text places readers in 
Ellie’s shoes, showing how she is attacked in many spaces—including by strangers on public transit—while 
clearly asserting that it’s other people who need to change. . . . Make room in your heart for this cathartic 
novel” - Kirkus Reviews 
 
 

The Wild Robot by Peter Brown  
Wall-E meets Hatchet in this New York Times bestselling illustrated middle grade novel 
from Caldecott Honor winner Peter Brown 
Can a robot survive in the wilderness?  When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, 
she discovers that she is all alone on a remote, wild island. She has no idea how she got 
there or what her purpose is--but she her only hope for survival is to adapt to her 
surroundings and learn from the island's unwelcoming animal inhabitants. 
As Roz slowly befriends the animals, the island starts to feel like home--until, one day, the 
robot's mysterious past comes back to haunt her. 

From bestselling and award-winning author and illustrator Peter Brown comes a heartwarming and action-
packed novel about what happens when nature and technology collide.  (Ages 8-12) 
A New York Times Bestseller 
An Entertainment Weekly Best Middle Grade Book of the Year 
An Amazon Best Book of the Year Top Pick 
An IndieBound Bestseller 
An ALA Notable Book for Children 
New York Public Library Best Books for Kids Pick 
Kirkus Best Children's of the Year Pick 
School Library Journal Best of the Year Pick 
Bank Street College of Education Best Children's Book of the Year Pick 
Sunshine State Young Readers Award List Pick 
 
 
 

 



Stella Diaz Has Something to Say by Angela Dominguez 
In her first middle-grade novel, award-winning picture book author and illustrator Angela 
Dominguez tells a heartwarming story based on her own experiences growing up Mexican-
American. 
Stella Díaz loves marine animals, especially her betta fish, Pancho. But Stella Díaz is not a betta 
fish. Betta fish like to be alone, while Stella loves spending time with her mom and brother and 
her best friend Jenny. Trouble is, Jenny is in another class this year, and Stella feels very lonely. 
When a new boy arrives in Stella's class, she really wants to be his friend, but sometimes Stella 

accidentally speaks Spanish instead of English and pronounces words wrong, which makes her turn roja. Plus, 
she has to speak in front of her whole class for a big presentation at school! But she better get over her fears 
soon, because Stella Díaz has something to say! 
Stella Díaz Has Something to Say introduces an infectiously charming new character with relatable writing and 
adorable black-and-white art throughout. Simple Spanish vocabulary is also integrated within the text, 
providing a bilingual element.  (Ages 8-12)  
2019 Sid Fleischman Award winner 
A 2019 Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC) Notable Children's Book 
A New York Public Library Best Book for Kids 2018 
Top 10 Showstopper Favorite 
One of Chicago Public Library's "Best of the Best Books 2018" 
 

 
 
Rain Reign by Ann M. Martin 

From Newbery Honor author Ann M. Martin comes a New York Times-bestselling middle 
grade novel about a girl, her dog, and the trials of growing up in a complicated and often 
scary world. 
Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms. She's thrilled that her own name is a 
homonym, and she purposely gave her dog Rain a name with two homonyms (Reign, 
Rein), which, according to Rose's rules of homonyms, is very special. Not everyone 
understands Rose's obsessions, her rules, and the other things that make her 
different―not her teachers, not other kids, and not her single father. 

When a storm hits their rural town, rivers overflow, the roads are flooded, and Rain goes missing. Rose's father 
shouldn't have let Rain out. Now Rose has to find her dog, even if it means leaving her routines and safe places 
to search.  (Ages 9-12) 
“A story about honorable living in the autistic narrator genre that sets the bar high. . . . Martin has penned a 
riveting, seamless narrative in which each word sings and each scene counts.” -Kirkus Reviews.   
ALA Notable Children’s Books- Middle Readers  
 

 
 
 
 
 



Pea, Bee, & Jay by Brian  Smith 
Get ready to roll with Pea, Bee, & Jay in this brand-new early reader graphic novel series 
by Brian “Smitty” Smith, perfect for fans of Narwhal & Jelly, emerging readers, and comic 
lovers alike!   
Like all peas, Pea loves to roll. So when a no-good strawberry dares him to roll all the way 
off the farm, he swears he can do it—eazy me-zee!  But along the way, a powerful 
thunderstorm strikes and bounces Pea off course...and right into two unlikely new buds: a 
bee named Bee who thinks she knows it all, and a bird named Jay who can’t figure out 
how to fly.  On their own they may not look like much, but if this trio can stick together, 
they just might help Pea find his way back home!  (Ages 7-10) 

Kirkus Best Books of 2020 
SLJ Best Books of 2020 
Fall 2020 Indie Next List 
Amazon Best Books of 2020 
Junior Library Guild Selection 
2021 Texas Library Association’s Little Maverick Graphic Novels Reading List Selection. 
 
 
 
Rabbit and Bear:  Rabbit’s Bad Habit by Julian Gough 

Rabbit and Bear are neighbors who face avalanches, snowmen, a hungry wolf…and more! 
Can they become friends too? 
When Bear wakes up early from her hibernation, she decides to build a snowman. Her 
grumpy neighbor, Rabbit, decides to build an even better one. Rabbit & Bear: Rabbit’s Bad 
Habits is full of laugh-out-loud moments and chronicles the forming of an unlikely 
friendship. With illustrations throughout, this book is perfect for middle-grade readers and 
is sure to become a fun favorite on any kid’s bookshelf.  (Ages 8-12) 
 

Named to Kirkus Reviews' Best Middle-Grade Books of 2019 
2020 IBPA Benjamin Franklin Awards GOLD Winner  
 

 
Dragonbreath-Book 1 by Ursula Vernon 

Ursula Vernon is the author and illustrator of several books including Castle Hangnail, 
Nurk, Digger, and Hamster Princess.  
Danny Dragonbreath can't breathe fire, but he has no fear. And that comes in handy when 
a bad grade at school inspires him to enlist his cousin the sea-serpent's help with a 
research project. Using a hybrid of comic-book panels and text, Ursula Vernon introduces 
an irresistible set of characters that will have readers laughing until smoke comes out of 
their noses!  (Ages 8-12)  
Sequoyah Award Winner 2013 

 
 
 



Woof: A Bowser and Birdie Novel by Spencer Quinn 
"I defy anyone to read this book -- kid or adult -- without a big, goofy grin." -- HARLAN 

COBEN, #1 New York Times bestselling author.   
There is trouble brewing in the Louisiana swamp -- Bowser can smell it. 
Bowser is a very handsome and only slightly slobbery dog, and he can smell 
lots of things. Like bacon. And rawhide chews! And the sweat on humans 
when they're lying.Birdie Gaux, the girl Bowser lives with, also knows 
something is wrong. It's not just that her grammy's stuffed prize marlin has 

been stolen. It's the weird rumor that the marlin is linked to a missing treasure. It's the truck that 
seems to be following Birdie and the bad feeling on the back of her neck.When Birdie and 
Bowser start digging into the mystery, not even Bowser's powerful sniffer can smell just how 
menacing the threat is. And when the danger comes straight for Birdie, Bowser knows it up to 
him to sic 'em. 
The New York Times Bestselling Mystery. 
"Spencer Quinn speaks two languages -- suspense and dog -- fluently."--STEPHEN KING 
 "Imagine Scout Finch from To Kill a Mockingbird setting out to solve a mystery with the aid of a charming, 
slobbery dog. You'll wish you had Birdie and Bowser as your very best friends."--KATHRYN LASKY, New York 
Times bestselling author 
 

 
Dying to Meet You by Kate Klise 

This giggly ghost story, the first installment of the award-winning 43 Old Cemetery Road 
series, explores forgiveness, what it means to be a family, and opening one’s heart. 
When I. B. Grumply moves into the old Victorian mansion on 43 Old Cemetery 
Road, all he’s looking for is some peace and quiet so he can finally finish his 
next bestseller. But the house is already taken by a boy named Seymour Hope, 
his cat Shadow, oh, and an irritable ghost named Olive! Can this eccentric 
group help a cranky old man open his heart to new friends? From letters to 
newspaper articles, a work-in-progress manuscript, and even an occasional 

tombstone engraving, this quirky epistolary tale by dynamic duo author-illustrator sisters Kate 
and M. Sarah Klise, is complete with whimsical drawings and pun-tastic hilarity, perfect for even 
the most tentative reader. 
Singapore Red Dot Book Award 2009-2010 
Junior Library Guild selection 2009 
Best of the Best Books, Chicago Public Library 2009 
Prix du Livre Jeunesse Marseille 2014 
Prix litteraire ecolire 2016-2017 
 



Above the Rim by Jennifer Bryant 
The story of Elgin Baylor, basketball icon and civil rights advocate, from an all-star team 
Hall-of-famer Elgin Baylor was one of basketball’s all-time-greatest players—
an innovative athlete, team player, and quiet force for change. One of the first 
professional African-American players, he inspired others on and off the court. 
But when traveling for away games, many hotels and restaurants turned Elgin 
away because he was black. One night, Elgin had enough and staged a one-
man protest that captured the attention of the press, the public, and the NBA.  

(Ages 8-12) Above the Rim is a poetic, exquisitely illustrated telling of the life of an underrecognized athlete 
and a celebration of standing up for what is right.  
Winner of 2021 Orbis Pictus Award!  
 
 
The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 

The classic first book about Percy Jackson, the troubled boy who discovers he is the son of 
Poseidon, and his adventures with demigods, monsters, and Greek gods. 
Percy Jackson is a good kid, but he can't seem to focus on his schoolwork or 
control his temper. And lately, being away at boarding school is only getting 
worse--Percy could have sworn his pre-algebra teacher turned into a monster and 
tried to kill him. 
When Percy's mom finds out, she knows it's time that he knew the truth about 
where he came from, and that he go to the one place he'll be safe. She sends 

Percy to Camp Half Blood, a summer camp for demigods (on Long Island), where he learns that 
the father he never knew is Poseidon, god of the sea. Soon a mystery unfolds and together with 
his friends--one a satyr and the other the demigod daughter of Athena--Percy sets out on a quest 
across the United States to reach the gates of the Underworld (located in a recording studio in 
Hollywood) and prevent a catastrophic war between the gods.  (Ages 9-12) 
 
This classic by #1 New York Times  
It has appeared on the New York Times bestseller list for more than 10 years 
Read in classrooms across the USA 
Adapted into a movie, a Broadway musical, and soon, a TV series on Disney+ 
Brings Greek mythology to life for modern readers 
Funny and fast-paced 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


