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     Pre-K teacher Mrs. Brown was re-
cently named Teacher of the Year at 
Peters. Mrs. Borgelt made the an-
nouncement to teachers and staff in the 
gym after school. She gave Mrs. Brown 
a large cake. 
     Mrs. Brown said she was surprised 
and grateful when she was told she was 
Teacher of the Year. 
     “I felt honored to be chosen,” she 
said. Mrs. Brown’s family was unable 
to be at the announcement but she said 
they were excited and happy when they 
found out. She has two children, Faith 
and Evan, who both went to Peters. 
     There are two voting rounds for cer-
tified teachers to choose the Teacher of 
the Year. In the first round, they can 
nominate any teacher who has been at 
Peters for three or more years. Then, 
the second round is a vote between the 
top three. The other two finalists were 
fourth grade teachers Mrs. Borgelt and 
Mrs. Davis. 
     “It was surprising I was in the top 
three,” Mrs. Brown said. 
     Mrs. Brown has been teaching for 
20 years. She has taught seven years at 
Bartlesville in second grade, one year at 

Peters in fourth grade, and 12 years at 
Peters in pre-K.  
     She said she started teaching be-
cause, “I loved working with kids like 
Vacation Bible School and babysitting, 
so I knew I loved kids. I know a lot of 
teachers who took an interest in me and 
showed me a love for learning.” 
     Students in Mrs. Brown’s class like 
the stories she reads to them. 
     “She reads happy books some-
times,” Scarlett Score said. 
     Her former students remember the 
activities from her class. 
     “I got to play with her toy castle,” 
kindergartner Maggie Strong said. 
    They also said they remember how 
she made things for them. 
     “She made us puppets,” first grader 
Mia Drew said. 
     A few weeks after Mrs. Brown was 
named Teacher of the Year, she  was 
videotaped teaching in her room and 
also gave an interview. Mrs. Brown 
said Union wants to showcase what she 
does in her classroom. The video will 
be shown across the district. 
     “I was very nervous,” she said. 

October/November, 2021 

Peters Elects 
Student Council  
Officers 
by Isaiah Franco-Portillo, 5th Grade 
 

     On October 28, students from third 
through fifth grades elected Student 
Council officers. Abagail Hinkle was 
elected President and Noah Blacet was 
elected Vice President. Caydence Mori-
son was elected Secretary and Kiyah 
McDonald was elected Historian. 
     “I was thrilled to find out I was go-
ing to be President because I went up 
against some of my close friends,” 
Abagail Hinkle said. “I am willing to 
work hard and do whatever it takes to 
be the best Student Council President.” 
     Student Council is a group of class 
representatives from third, fourth, and 
fifth grades who meet to discuss ways 
to improve school life. Representatives 
are chosen from each class. The elected 
officers each have a special role in 
meetings. 
     “I want kids who are responsible, 
like to share ideas, and like to do extra 
jobs to help our school become a better 
place,” sponsor Mrs. Borgelt said. 
     Student Council meets once a month 
on Wednesday afternoons. They met 
for the first time on November 17 and 
brainstormed ideas of what they wanted 
to accomplish this year. 

Mrs. Brown Voted Peters Teacher of the Year 
by Lilly Heinemann, 4th Grade 
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Peters Students and Staff Dress Up For Books Alive 
by Cian Beeman, 5th Grade 

     This year Peters is working with an 
organization called Reading Partners to 
help students who are struggling with 
reading. 
     Director Rebekah Garza said that the 
purpose of Reading Partners is to turn 
kids into confident readers. 
     Reading Partners works with several 
Union schools. They are volunteers 
from the community and do not get 
paid. 
     Currently, Reading Partners sees 20 
students from first through fourth grad-
ers at Peters, but Ms. Garza said their 
goal is to help 30 students.  
     “I think it is great,” said fourth grade 
teacher Mrs. Davis. “It does a good job 
encouraging young readers.” 

     Students are selected for the pro-
gram by reading specialist Mrs. Mor-
gan. Students work with their partner 
two times a week for 45 minutes. In 
their sessions, they work on reading 
skills and answering questions about 
stories. 
    “One thing I like about Reading Part-
ners is my partner, Harry.” a Peters 
fourth grader said. “I like him because 
he is funny.” 
     Reading Partners started in Califor-
nia in the 1990s. They served 4,113 
students nationwide throughout the 
2020-2021 school year. There were a 
total of 110,914 tutoring sessions, most 
of which were online.  

Reading Partners Helps Students 
Become Confident Readers 
by Mia Thomas, 4th Grade 

PTA Raises Money 
with Read-A-Thon 
by Abbi Hinkle, 5th Grade 
 

     This October the Peters PTA held a 
Read-A-Thon where students raised 
money based on how many minutes 
they read. The Read-A-Thon raised 
$3,672.00 in donations. Students read 
22,720 minutes during the event. 
     Third grader Hayden Schouten was 
the top contributor, raising over 
$500.00.  
     Second grader Berkley Gwartney 
was the top reader. She read 2,300 
minutes. 
     The money raised will be added to 
the money from the September “no 
sale” fundraiser to purchase Edumark-
ings on the track and basketball court. 
     The PTA team and Mrs. Weese will 
meet this month to discuss which 
Edumarkings will be placed on the 
playground. 

     On October 29, Peters staff members 
dressed up as book characters and went 
to classes to read as part of the books 
alive event. 
     “We want to celebrate reading any 
time we can,” Mrs. Lampi said. “It’s 
Halloween and it’s an excuse to dress 
up.” 
     Mrs. Lampi made a schedule of the 
classes that the teachers read to. There 
were eight teachers. Each of them 
picked their own stories and characters.  
     Reading specialist Mrs. Morgan 
dressed up as a ladybug, and she read 
Ladybug Girl. She said she chose that 
because she liked the message. The 
story teaches that even though you are 
little you can accomplish and do big 
things.  
     “I love the lesson she taught.” said 
fifth grader Abby Bannister. 
     Mrs. Weese read a book about 
friendship called The Scarecrow.  
     “It was cute and sad,” second grader 
Noel Vannest said. “It was about a 
scarecrow and a crow and instead of 
being scared the crow wasn’t scared.” 
     Books Alive was the last event of 
Red Ribbon Week, which teaches stu-
dents that they should not do drugs. 
Mrs. Dana helped organize the week’s 
other events. 

 

Left: Mrs. Lampi dressed up as a Slytherin prefect and fifth grader Kayla Foust 
dressed as a Hogwarts student. When Mrs. Lampi went into Kayla’s class, she de-
ducted “house points” from her and other students.  
 

Right: Mrs. Weese dressed as the title character from the picture book The Scare-
crow by Beth Ferry. Fifth grader Sage Shell dressed up as Dorothy from The Wizard 
of Oz by L. Frank Baum.  
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     Peters celebrated Veterans Day a bit 
different this year. Peters did not have 
an all-school assembly because of 
Covid restrictions. Instead, fourth grade 
classes did separate evening programs 
for parents.  
     They performed “The Star Spangled 
Banner,” “The Armed Forces Medley,” 
and “My Country ‘Tis of Thee.” They 
also performed a flag routine. 
     Fourth grader Keira Wilson said her 
father was in the Marines. 
     “It makes me feel proud and inspires 
me because I have a family member in 
the military and it makes me want to be 
in the military,” she said. “I know a lot 
of people have served and lost their 
lives and I am grateful.” 
     Fourth grader Nevaeh Hamilton said 
two of her grandparents served in the 
military. 
     “I was very proud and happy,” she 
said about their service. 
     Veterans Day celebrates those who 

have served in the armed forces and the 
sacrifices they have made for their 
country. 
     Peters also celebrated Veterans Day 
by hanging pictures of veterans on the 
wall by the front office. Mrs. Strong 

asked students to send in pictures of 
relatives who served in the armed forc-
es. Each picture includes a caption with 
their name, family member, branch of 
the military, and years of service. 

Fourth Graders Celebrate Veterans Day With Performance 
by Kenzie Kupp, 4th Grade 

     Third grade GATE students did an 
experiment in October about paper tow-
els to see if school paper towels or store
-bought paper towels are better at ab-
sorbing water. 
     The idea for this experiment came 
from their GATE teacher, Mr. Bowen, 
who observed a fifth grader using a lot 
of paper towels to clean up her spilled 
tea. 
     “I used half of the roll because it 
sunk in the carpet and the paper towels 
are thinner than toilet paper,” Abbi Hin-
kle said. 
     First the third grade GATE class cut 
three different store brands and the 
school brand to the same size. Then, 
they weighted the samples. 
     Next, the students soaked the towels 
in water. Once they were fully soaked, 
they weighed them again. 
     The most absorbent paper towel was 
Bounty. The second most absorbent 
was Wal-Mart brand. The third most 
was Sparkle and the worst was school 
brand. 
     After the experiment, students brain-

stormed other ways paper towels can be 
used. 
     “Even though the paper towels are 
bad, you can still hold food on the pa-
per towels and wipe up messes,” third 
grader Leaf Sanders said. 
     Other uses for paper towels are for 
holding snacks, cleaning, and picking 
up dirty things. 
     The class decided that the most com-
mon use in school for paper towels is 
drying hands. The second most com-
mon use is holding snacks.  
     Mr. Bowen helped the class calcu-
late the cost per square foot of each 
brand of paper towel. The school brand 
is the cheapest, costing only half a pen-
ny per square foot. Bounty is the most 
expensive with a cost of nearly four 
cents per square foot. 
     Many students also said that kids 
waste so many paper towels. 
     “Someone had a little spot of water 
and they used (3 feet) to clean up the 
little mess,” third grader Annabelle Lee 
said. 
     The school uses huge rolls that are 

800 feet long and do not need to be re-
placed every day. But according to Ms. 
Amber, the school still uses around 60 
rolls a month. 
     If the school were to use the smaller 
store rolls, Ms. Amber and the custodi-
ans would have to replace them con-
stantly. 
     The GATE class came to the conclu-
sion that the school paper towels are the 
best purchase when looking at cost, ab-
sorbency, and use. 
     “Kids can waste a lot and the school 
paper towels don’t cost a lot,” third 
grader Maddux Minter explained. “It is 
better for the school to buy the cheaper 
paper towels if people waste them.” 

Third Grade GATE Students Test Paper Towels 
by Ellison Beeman, 4th Grade 

Brand Water  
Absorbed 
Per Square 
Foot 

Cost Per 
Square 
Foot 

Bounty 43.6 g 3.76 cents 

Sparkle 21.2 g 1.73 cents 

Wal-Mart 35.8 g 2.31 cents 

School 13.0 g 0.44 cents 
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Robotics Club 
Resumes at Peters 
by Gianna Bresciano, 5th Grade 
 

     Robotics Club is back at Peters. Last 
year, Union could not hold any after-
school activities, such as Robotics 
Club, due to Covid restrictions. This 
year, there is a fourth grade Robotics 
Club that meets on Wednesdays and a 
fifth grade group that meets on Mon-
days. 
     Mr. Bowen leads the Robotics Clubs 
in learning how to build and program 
robots. Students are split into different 
groups so that everyone can participate 
equally. Each group designs, building, 
and programs a robot to accomplish a 
task. For example, building and coding 
bots to sort blocks by colors. Robotics 
Club involves and builds teamwork 
within each group in order to complete 
tasks. 
     The Robotics Club have built and coded 
robots for a minigame. They use Vex Ro-
botics.  
     Kristin Bresciano volunteers to help 
with the fifth grade club. She is the par-
ent of fifth grader Gianna Bresciano 
and seventh grader Cameron Bresciano, 
who was in Robotics Club when he was 
at Peters. Mrs. Bresciano helps with 
ideas and building. Cameron sometimes 
still helps with coding. 
     “I enjoy watching the students prob-
lem solve as they see their program-
ming in action,” Mrs. Bresciano said. “I 
also enjoy helping Mr. Bowen as he has 
been a big influence in my children’s 
education.” 
     “I like building robots and coding 
them,” fourth grader Boston Radcliffe 
said. “Building robots reminds me of 
Legos and coding reminds me of 
Scratch Jr. Both are fun.” 

     Fifth grade students in Solarium Club 
are taking care of the outdoor ecosys-
tem and helping to clean the solarium. 
The club was canceled last year due to 
Covid restrictions. 
     At the start of the year, the solarium 
was overgrown. There were wild weeds 
growing around the pond and vines on 
the walls. The pond was filled with al-
gae. 
     “I hated that it was very messy and 
all I wanted to do was help it,” fifth 
grader Tanner Flipp said. 
     There are five jobs in Solarium 
Club. Students pull weeds, clean the 
pond filter, clean algae from the pond, 
collect trash, and catch frogs. 
     So far only fifth graders are able to 
join Solarium Club. Students work in 
the solarium on Mondays and Thurs-
days from 10:00–10:30. They stay after 
school on Thursdays until 3:45 if it is 
not raining, snowing or muddy outside. 
     In the solarium there are leopard 
frogs and mosquito fish. Students take 
the frogs or mosquito fish home if they 
can find them. According to Solarium 
Club sponsor Mr. Pearson, the pond is 
small and there will not be enough food 

for all the frogs or mosquito fish. The 
animals will die, so the students are 
trying to save them by keeping them at 
home. 
     “What made me join the club was 
wanting to help the ecosystem,” fifth 
grader Jackson Arnold said. 
     Fifth grader Collins McCourt had a 
similar reason for joining. 
     “I like to help our ecosystem and see 
wildlife,” she said. 
     Every student has their own job to 
do, but all the students work together 
on one thing — keeping the solarium 
looking clean and healthy. 
     “The goal for the Solarium Club is 
to clean it out to where it looks like you 
are outside when you are looking 
through the windows surrounding the 
solarium,” Mr. Pearson said. “When 
people look out there, I want people to 
feel calm and relaxed.” 
     Fifth graders interested in joining 
Solarium Club must be very responsible 
and careful. They will need to talk to 
Mr. Pearson to get a permission form to 
stay after school. 

Solarium Club Keeps Ecosystem Healthy 
by Sage Shell, 5th Grade 

Fifth graders Abigail Cordray-Dixon, Aniston Helms, Cailyn Coffey, and Kiyah McDonald 
work in the solarium. 
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Book Fair at Peters 
by Mia Thomas, 4th Grade 
 

     From October 1-8, Peters had its 
first book fair of the year. Mrs. Lampi 
said she chose to do Follett this year for 
easy setup and takedown. There was no 
book fair last year due to Covid re-
strictions. 
     Mrs. Lampi said the reason Peters 
has a book fair is because it generates 
excitement for reading and it is a way 
of raising money for the school. 
     The library got about $2,700 in 
books from profits made by the book 
fair.  
     According to Mrs. Lampi, the 
stretchy erasers sold best. The genre of 
books that sold best was graphic nov-
els. 
     “I like that I got to get my Space 
Jam book and a burger squish pen,” 
first grader Colton Reich said. 
     Kindergartener Scarlet Threats also 
enjoyed the book fair. 
     “I liked the puppy books,” she said. 
     The next book fair will be the week 
of April 1, 2022. 

Student of the Month Returns to Peters 
by Aniston Helms, 5th Grade 

     Student of the Month started at the 
beginning of September. Student of the 
Month is for all grades, pre-K through 
5th. One student is selected in each 
class for being respectful, responsible, 
accountable, and kind.  
     September and October Students of 
the Month were announced in each 
classroom and then recognized by Mrs. 
Weese in the library. 
     Students get a certificate and good-
ies in a Union cup. Their name and pic-
ture is posted on the Peters PTA Face-
book page.  
     Fifth grader Kayla Foust said she 
likes the idea of Student of the Month. 
     “I think it is so cool because it is 
nice to the kids,” she said. 
     Peters decided to do Student of the 
Month this year because the teachers 
thought it would be good. 
     “I think it’s wonderful because it 
recognizes students for how they are,” 
first grade teacher Mrs. Hillhouse said. 
     Students of the Month for Novem-
ber will be announced in the next few 
weeks. 

Meet First Grade Teacher, Mrs. Wozniak 
by Abbi Hinkle, 5th Grade 

     Mrs. Wozniak is one of three first 
grade teachers at Peters. She has been a 
teacher for two years. Last year she 
taught fourth grade virtually. 
     She said she wanted to be a teacher 
because she likes helping students.  
     “I make work fun because my teach-
er friends and I like to make our days 
fun and enjoy time together,” she said. 
     She said her favorite subject to teach 
is math because, “I have always liked 
math.” 
     Mrs. Wozniak also coaches Varsity 
Cheer for Holland Hall.  
     In her free time, Mrs. Wozniak said 
she likes to do yoga and spend time 
with her family. 
     First grader Lahna Horvath said that 
Mrs. Wozniak is helpful. 
     “She tells us what page we go on 
and how to do it,” she said. 
     Her classmate Jaycee Torano said 

Mrs. Wozniak is nice. 
     “She is also nice because she lets us 
have free time,” she  said. 

Above:  September Students of the Month 
Below: October Students of the Month 
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     This morning, I was on my way to 
safety patrol when, I spotted litter on 
the ground. The litter was mainly paper 
masks. The waste was all over the 
school. It looked terrible! 
     Every day I see the litter everywhere 
I go that is outside. Litter is terrible for 
the environment. It damages the beauti-
ful nature around our school and makes 
the school look bad. This is because of 
all the masks and trash outside.  
     If you drop your mask, I can under-
stand if you wouldn't want to put it 
back on, but at least throw it away. 
Like, for example, if you drop your 
plastic fork or spoon, you would pick it 
up and throw it away even if you don’t 

continue to use it. 
     You could also pick up any other 
masks you see outside. It would help a 
lot. Just make sure you wash your 
hands really well afterwards. 
     Picking up the trash outside can 
make the school beautiful again. If 
you're proud of your school, take pride 
and help clean up.  
 
 
Right: Fourth grader Gabe Procell uses 
a stick to pick up a dirty mask that he 
found on the playground. 

Keep the Playground Clean From Litter 
Editorial by Gianna Bresciano, 5th Grade 

     Everything changed two years ago 
after spring break in my third grade 
year. People were getting sick and 
schools across the state all suddenly 
closed. I didn’t have a computer so I 
wasn’t able to do a lot of the assign-
ments that teachers sent home. I basi-
cally had an early start to the summer… 
only it wasn’t a summer like any other. 
     This was a new virus that we were 
not ready for. My family was worried 
about getting sick, so we stayed home 
most of the summer. We weren’t able to 
see my grandparents. I didn’t have the 
privilege to be outside whenever I 
wanted. 
     One day near the end of summer, my 
mom brought my sister and I into her 
room to talk about how we would go 
back to school. We had a choice to 
make between virtual or in-person. I 
wanted to go in-person, and so did my 
sister. My mom said she'd think about 
and talk to my dad and grandparents, 
but the next day she told us we were 
going virtual. We were both upset but I 
could understand why -- she just want-
ed to keep us safe. 
     As the first day of virtual school ap-
proached, I started feeling nervous. 
What would it be like? Who would be 
in my class? Would I pass fourth grade?  
     I woke up at 7:00 to start my first 

day of virtual school. It started off pret-
ty easy. We introduced ourselves one 
by one. My teacher explained how our 
schedule would go and that we would 
be on and off Zoom throughout the day. 
I kept my camera off and stayed muted 
because I never felt comfortable about 
my voice and appearance.  
     After a day or two we actually start-
ed doing work. I used to do all my work 
when I was in-person, but I guess I 
changed. My mom would ask if I did 
my work and I would say yes. But I 
wasn’t honest. We would end the Zoom 
meeting to do morning work, but I nev-
er did it, because being at home made 
me feel like I didn’t have to do any 
work. It was hard to focus, there were 
many distractions. I was behind on my 
work a lot. But I wasn't worried about 
getting in trouble at all. It was very dif-
ferent than in-person, maybe too differ-
ent. 
     The best part was my friends and 
family. I could spend more time with 
them. But I didn't like that I couldn't see 
my friends in real life – only on Zoom.  
     Fast forward to this past summer. 
We again had a talk with my mom 
about going to school. This time, the 
decision was to go in-person. 
     I wasn’t as nervous as before, but I 
was still thinking about how it would 

be. Had anything changed in the year 
and a half since I had been at Peters? 
Would my friends recognize me?  
     I woke up at 7:00 to start getting 
ready for my first day back in person. 
My mom talked to me about wearing a 
mask during school so I was pretty 
much ready.  
     I walked through the halls of the 
school, but nothing had changed. I 
walked into the classroom to see that 
my first ever male teacher, Mr. Harris, 
was nice. A few of my friends recog-
nized me and came up to me and said 
hi. I felt a lot more comfortable being 
back in person. 
     After a week or two we started get-
ting homework, but I got used to it 
soon. I had to focus more and I also 
joined the newspaper club, which 
helped me take more responsibility for 
my actions. So, I am back to doing my 
work.  
     I could tell a big difference between 
virtual and in-person, Virtual was much 
harder for me, while in-person is easier. 
I recommend virtual to people with pa-
tience and who have big responsibility. 
I think Union should still let kids and 
parents pick between virtual and in-
person in the future. Virtual can be for 
all different kinds of people, but some 
might have some trouble, like me.  

My Experience With Virtual and In-Person School 
by Riley Glidden, 5th Grade 
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Behind the Scenes: Peters Café 
by Noah Blacet, 5th Grade 

     Have you ever wanted to know how 
the Peters cafeteria makes so much 
food in a short amount of time? Ac-
cording to cafeteria manager Mrs. 
Rhonda, the café serves about 200 
breakfasts and 300 lunches each day. 
     The staff starts to make breakfast 
and lunch in advance. They order all the 
food a week ahead of time and thaw 
frozen fruits and vegetables the day 
before they are served. 
     The cafeteria workers start their day 
at 6:30 a.m. The first thing they do is 
pack bags with breakfast foods. Most of 
this is pre-packaged food like pancakes, 
waffles, and cereal. Some foods, such 
as breakfast pizza, are heated before 
being put in bags. Sometimes there is a 
hot choice and a cold choice. 
     The staff begins to hand out the 
breakfast bags at 7:15. Students grab 
their card and then grab a bag as they 
move through the line. All school meals 
are free this year, but Mrs. Rhonda 
scans cards to count how many students 
get a meal. 
     At about 7:45, staff begins putting 
away extra breakfast foods and start 
preparing lunch. 
     Mrs. Rhonda tallies up every class’s 
lunch choices to determine how much 
they need to cook for each option in 
each grade. She said she prepares a few 
extra of each option in case someone 
comes in late or switches choices.  
     The staff then uses a process called 

batch cooking to make each grade’s 
lunches. 
     “Batch cooking is where we make 
(food) throughout the day so it is fresh 
for the next grade,” cafeteria worker 
Ms. Tammy said. “It helps us not be 
wasteful.” 
     For example, if macaroni is one of 
the lunch options, the staff does not 
cook all of the macaroni right when 
they start making lunch. Instead, they 
cook it in batches for every grade level 
while students are eating. Fifth grade 
has the last lunch period, so their food 
is prepared during fourth grade’s lunch. 
Otherwise, fifth grade’s food would be 
cold by the time they get it. 
     When students come into the cafete-
ria, they get cards that say “Choice 1” 
and “Choice 2.” This helps the cafeteria 
workers know what students want with-
out having to wait for them to think 
about what they picked. The faster the 
line moves, the more time students have 
to eat. 
     Between each lunch, the staff has 
five minutes to clean tables and floors 
and get ready for the next grade level. 
Ms. Tammy said that they started using 
Styrofoam trays because the staff did 
not have time or enough people to clean 
the plastic trays between each lunch. 
     At the end of the day, the staff 
cleans the kitchen and the cafeteria. 
They then start preparing breakfast and 
lunch for the next day. 

Use Fidgets Properly 
Editorial by Eliah Molé, 5th Grade 
 

     Has there ever been a fidget that you 
actually need to concentrate? Has it 
been banned from your class? My 
guess is it has been. I’m going to ex-
plain to all those kids who don’t need 
fidgets what a fidget is and what it is 
for. 
     Fidgets are for keeping in your 
hands and messing with — but not 
while concentrating on them. Fidgets 
help you focus on what you are doing. 
     However, fidgets can be used incor-
rectly, which can be annoying to others. 
Don’t use fidgets that make any noise 
when you are supposed to be quiet. Al-
so, don’t use fidgets where others are 
not concentrating on their work and 
instead are concentrating on you. Last-
ly, don’t use fidgets that are bigger than 
necessary, such as giant Pop-Its. 
     Basically, do not make fidgets a dis-
traction to others. Using them wrong is 
what gets them taken away from your 
class. 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Do you have a strong opinion about 
something related to Peters Elemen-
tary? Write a letter to the editor ex-
plaining your opinion. Put your letter 
in the Paw Prints box outside of Mr. 
Bowen’s classroom. It might be pub-
lished in the next newspaper. 
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Bring Back Switching Classes in Fourth and Fifth Grades 
Editorial by Bella Holt, 5th Grade 

     Fencing is an uncommon sport for 
most kids, but not for fourth grader Ma-
ya Gudgel. 
     Fencing is a sport where two com-
petitors have a sword and they try to 
touch the other person with it first. 
However, the sword is not sharp — it 
has a rubbery ball on the tip. 
     There are two ways to do fencing. 
One way is by using a machine that will 
tell who wins. The traditional way has a 
person tell who touches the other per-
son first with their sword. 
     Maya started fencing this year in the 
summer. She said she started because, 
“I had seen some show with fencing 
and I wanted to try it.” 
     Maya asked her dad if she could be 
in fencing. 
     “He was OK with it, but it was ex-
pensive,” she said. 
     Maya did not know what was going 
to happen her first time at practice. 
     “I was worried I was going to be 

bad,” she said.  
     After her first practice, she was no 
longer nervous. 
     “It was easy when I started but I had 
to train a lot,” she said. “The stuff they 
taught me is how to be good. You have 
to practice to dodge.” 
     Maya said it was cool and she made 
new friends. 
     “I met these girls named Evey and 
Havery,” she said. “We became friends 
the first day of fencing because they 
were nice to me.” 
     Maya said she mostly practices on 
Tuesday and sometimes on Friday from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. She practices at home 
with videos. 
     “They give me this practice sword 
and they make me watch a video to 
practice,” she said. 
     Maya has only been hurt once while 
fencing. 
     “One time I accidentally fell while I 
was trying to get my sword,” she said.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Some local places to learn fencing are 
United Kempo Karate School, De-
Ranged Archery, and Tulsa Fencing 
Club. 

Fourth Grader Learns Fencing  
by Lilly Heinemann, 4th Grade 

     Just a couple of years ago fourth and 
fifth grade students switched classes for 
different subjects. In 2020 fourth and 
fifth grade stopped switching classes 
because of Covid restrictions. 
     Switching classes is where students 
rotate through different teachers and 
classes for various subjects. The stu-
dent’s day is divided into periods. A 
typical day might include four teachers 
instead of just one homeroom teacher.  
     There are many benefits to switching 
classes. Some teachers might be better 
at teaching a certain subject and then 
they can give students a better under-
standing of that subject. By switching 
classes, you get to experience all the 
ways the different teachers teach so you 
can see which way you enjoy most.  
     Another benefit of switching classes 
is that if you don't like a certain teacher, 
you don't have to spend the whole day 
with them.  
     Switching classes also prepares you 
for sixth grade when you’ll be switch-
ing classes all the time. You know what 
to do so when you are in sixth grade 
you are not confused.  
     There are also some drawbacks to 

switching classes. One of them is that 
you lose time packing up and moving 
from class to class. If you stayed in a 
homeroom all day, you' would have 
more time for extra work, free time, or 
completing unfinished work. 
     Another drawback is that you have 
to stop at a certain time even though 
you might be in the middle of some-
thing. This might make your classes 
rushed. 
     An annoying thing might be that you 
have to carry all of you belongings 
through all of your classes and you 

might drop them or accidentally lose 
them. If you switch classes, you have to 
share your desk with other students. 
     Teachers used to do something 
called looping, but we don't do looping 
anymore. Looping is where a first grade 
teacher would go up to the second 
grade with that same class. That teacher 
would have the exact same class but 
they might add some new kids. Usually 
it is done with younger kids. 
     Just like with most things there are 
benefits and drawbacks. For littler kids, 
a benefit could be that the teacher they 
looped with already knows what is the 
best way for them to learn. A drawback 
is that if a teacher is better at teaching a 
certain grade than others, the students 
might have a harder time learning. 
     Even though there are both benefits 
and drawbacks, I think we should re-
sume switching classes. I would like to 
see what all the teachers are like. I think 
that it would be fun to see all of the 
ways the different teachers teach. 
Sometimes I wonder what the other 
teachers are like. If we resume switch-
ing classes I would not have to wonder 
anymore.  
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     The start of a new school year is an 
exciting time for many kids. They look 
forward to seeing their friends, meeting 
their new teacher, and learning new 
things. But for students who are new to 
a school, this time of year can be more 
frightening than exciting. 
     There are about 30 new students in 
kindergarten through fifth grades at Pe-
ters this year. One of these students is 
fourth grader Pearl Brooks. 
     Pearl was homeschooled in pre-K 
and kindergarten, went to Epic in first 
and second grades, and was in virtual 
school in third grade. 
     Pearl said she decided to come to 
Peters because it is close to home. 
     “I wanted to make more friends and 
I also really don’t like virtual,” she said. 
     During the summer, she was really 
excited about coming to school. She 
met Mrs. Davis at Meet the Teacher and 
did a reading check-in with Mrs. Bor-
gelt before school started. 
     “On the first day of school, I was 
really nervous because I didn’t know 
what to do,” she said. “I didn’t know 
where any of the classes were, like spe-
cials. I didn’t even know what they  

Pearl Brooks, Trinity Latty and Jayde Vang 

 
were.” 
     She also did not know any kids’ 
names until she met her first friend, 
Carmen. Since that day, she has made 
many more friends and feels like she 
fits in. 
     “I feel a lot better,” she said. “I 
know where things are and people’s 
names.” 
     Fifth grader Jayde Vang is also new 
to Peters. Jayde moved here from Alas-
ka. 

     Jayde said moving to Oklahoma was 
a big change because she had lived in 
Alaska for five years. She found out she 
was moving in March. 
     “It was exciting and kind of scary at 
the same time,” she said.  
     On her first day, she said she felt 
nervous. She did not know where to go. 
She said that Peters is twice the size of 
her old school. 
     She said her second day was worse 
because she did not know anyone to 
help her. 
     “But the third day was better be-
cause I made a friend,” she said. 
     She still feels like a new kid, but “I 
feel like I belong,” she said. 
     Fifth grader Trinity Latty is another 
new student at Peters. She moved from 
Bixby. 
     “I had good friends there and I want-
ed to stay,” she said. 
     On her first day at Peters, she said 
she felt awkward because she did not 
know anyone. After a week, though, 
she made friends and knew what to do. 
     “I like Peters because I have a 
friend,” Trinity said. 
 

New Students at Peters Make New Friends 
by Cian Beeman, 5th Grade 

Safety Patrol Keeps 
Students Safe 
by McKenzie Martin, 5th Grade 
 

     Mrs. Dana is in charge of the Safety 
Patrol. The point of Safety Patrol is to 
help parents and kids. For example we 
help kids and parents with car doors, 
make sure they are behaving in the 
halls, and help kids and teachers with 
the front doors, we make sure that the 
kids don't go in the road.  
     Being part of Safety Patrol is a big 
responsibility. You have to be in fifth 
grade to do Safety Patrol but fourth 
graders help out in case there's not 
enough Safety Patrols. In Safety Patrol 
you also are looking out for others. 
Safety Patrol members work hard to 
keep the students safe.  
     The morning Safety Patrol shift 
starts at 7:10. My job is a car door 
opener. I say "Good morning" to the 
driver, then before I close the door I 
say, "Have a good day." Safety patrols 

do this to help parents and get kids out 
of their cars faster, so the line moves 
rapidly.  
     The morning jobs are hallways, car 
doors, front doors, and gym cones. The 
front door Safety Patrol holds the doors 
open for the kids and some teachers. 
The hallway Safety Patrol stands in the 
cafeteria then when the buses come 
they go to the hallways where the solar-
ium is. The Safety Patrol stands at the 
cones and opens the car doors when 
they pull up to the cone. A Safety Patrol 
member in the gym puts out cones in 
the gym that have different grade levels 
on them, then they go back to their job. 
Morning Safety Patrol ends at 7:40, 
also known as the second bell. 
     The afternoon Safety Patrol starts its 
shift at 2:20. Jobs are car doors, Pre-K 
helpers, and runners. Car door Safety 
Patrol opens the car doors for the 
kids ,then the Safety Patrol closes the 
car door when they are in. They say 
"Good afternoon" to the driver when 
they open the door. Before they close it 

they say, "Have a good rest of your af-
ternoon." Pre-K helpers get the Pre-K 
kids when they are called and bring 
them to the door. Runners get older kids 
that didn't hear their number or were 
not paying attention.  
     Afternoon Safety Patrol stays until 
the last car goes through the line, usual-
ly at around 2:40.  
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     I went around classrooms and asked 
some of the teachers their book recom-
mendations. I asked what book they 
would recommend, why, and what 
group of readers might like that book.  
 
Mr. Bowen 
Tuck Everlasting by Natale Babbitt 
“It makes you think deeply about the 
relationship between life and death. I 
would recommend this book for fifth 
graders.”  
 
Mrs. Hammond 
Elephant and Piggy by Mo Willems  
“It’s really funny and engaging and en-
tertaining. I would say it’s for first 
grade.” 
 
Mrs. Borgelt 
The One and Only Ivan by Katherine 
Applegate  
“It’s heartwarming and everybody 
loves animals.” 
 

 
Mrs. Lampi 
Heir Apparent by Vivian Vande Velde 
“It’s for upper elementary. It has lots of 
adventure, and it transports you to a 
world that’s both familiar and strange.”  
 
Mrs. Harwood 
Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCa-
millo  
“It shows real life situations and how to 
deal with things and it shows compan-
ionship and friendship.” 
 
Mr. Harris 
Infinity Ring by James Dashner 
“It’s a good time travel science fiction 
book and it has a lot of adventure.”  
 
Mrs. Morgan 
Camp Knock-Knock by Betsy Duffey  
“The kids like the story because it’s 
about a competition where kids come 
up with the best knock-knock joke.”  

Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone 
Book Review by Eliah Molé, 5th Grade 
 

     Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone by J.K. Rowling is the first book 
in the Harry Potter series. Harry is a 
teenage boy who lives in a boring home 
with his aunt, uncle and cousin. 
     One day, a half-giant named Hagrid 
breaks into Harry’s house and acts like 
he knows him somehow. Hagrid says, 
“You’re a wizard, Harry.” Harry is cer-
tain the giant has the wrong person, but 
he still chooses to go with him.  
     Hagrid leads Harry to a wizarding 
school called Hogwarts. Harry makes 
some friends named Ron and Hermi-
one. Hermione is a know-it-all and Ron 
doesn’t like schoolwork and loses his 
temper often at both Hermione and the 
school bully named Draco. 
     At Hogwarts, there is some suspi-
cious activity going on. A troll gets into 
the castle, two professors have a secret 
meeting, and there is a mysterious mir-
ror in a locked room. There are rumors 
that the evil dark wizard Voldemort is 

trying to come 
back to life. 
Harry discovers 
that a three-
headed dog is 
guarding a se-
cret trapdoor.  
     What will 
Harry and his 
friends do to 
stop this from 
happening?  
Read Harry 
Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone to find 
out. 

Teachers Make Book Recommendations 
by Bella Holt, 5th Grade 

The BFG 
Book Review 
by Lilly Heinemann, 4th Grade 
 

The BFG by 
Roald Dahl is 
about an orphan 
named Sophie 
who sees the 
BFG, or Big 
Friendly Giant. 
The BFG takes 
Sophie back to 
his cave because 
if Sophie knows 
about the BFG, 
he thinks she 
will tell every-
one. During this adventure, Sophie 
learns that the BFG gives dreams to 
children all around the world. There are 
other giants in his land who eat kids, 
but the BFG does not. Will the BFG 
and Sophie save kids and get rid of the 
bad giants? Read The BFG to find out! 
     I like The BFG because it has fanta-
sy and imagination and tells a great 
story. I also like how the BFG and So-
phie are so different but they get to-
gether. If you like fantasy books, you 
should read The BFG. You can find it 
at the Peters library. 

The Girl in the  
Locked Room 
Book Review by Sage Shell, 5th Grade 
 

     If you are 
interested in 
books that are 
scary, horror, or 
ghost stories, I 
recommend 
reading The Girl 
in the Locked 
Room by Mary 
Downing Hahn.  
     The Girl in 
the Locked Room 
is about a girl 
who is trapped in 
a room and has been trapped for 100 
years. She has no memory of her past 
and her family. Nor her death. Will the 
girl escape her room, or will she be 
trapped in there for longer? Find out by 
checking out the book from the Peters 
library.  

 
 
 

Book Reviews 
 

Do you have a favorite book you 
would like to review? Write a sum-
mary and your opinion and put your 
review in the Paw Prints box outside 
of Mr. Bowen’s classroom. It might be 
published in the next newspaper. 
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Halloween, 2021 
Illustrations by Jayde Vang, 5th Grade 
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Cryptogram 
 
Can you crack the code to discover the message? 
 
Hints:   8 = S     12 = O     24 = C 
 
 
 
___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___ ,      
 25  22        8   26   21   22 
 
 
 
___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___, 
25    22       9    22    8    11   12   13    8    18   25  15    22 
 
 
 
___ ___ ___ 
 26   13   23 
 
 
 
___ ___ ___ ___     ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
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