
 

September 9, 2021 
 
Dear Union Parents, Guardians and Staff:  

We are so pleased to have our students and families back in school. Several Board members 
and I were able to visit almost every classroom in the district within the first four days of school. 
It was great seeing the students back in school and even more impressive to witness the 
teaching and learning that was taking place. Thanks to our amazing teaching, support, and 
administrative staff, our students are learning and engaged, our artists are creating, our band is 
playing, and our athletes are competing. We are off to a great start, and it is our desire to 
continue to keep students in school.  

However, our COVID-positive data, coupled with our ability to staff safely and efficiently, are 
becoming serious concerns.  Due to the Delta variant, we are experiencing positive cases that 
are higher than at any point last year, which is extremely concerning. Like many schools and 
organizations within the region, we are experiencing severe staffing shortages in both certified 
and support positions. As a result, there may be times when we have to suspend transportation 
services, or close classrooms or school sites and transition to distance learning due to our 
inability to staff safely and efficiently.  

We are at a critical point. Therefore, I plan to ask the Board of Education to consider a mask 
mandate – with exemptions for medical, religious, or strongly held personal reasons – for all 
students and staff while indoors on district property. I will be asking the Board to approve this 
request at a special board meeting on Friday, September 10, at noon at Union’s Education 
Service Center. If approved, the mask mandate would go into effect on Wednesday, September 
15. Any parent or guardian seeking an exemption can access an exemption form on our website 
here or pick up one in the front office at school. All Union personnel seeking an exemption will 
be given additional directions in a separate email. It is imperative that we all remain vigilant in 
the safety protocols to mitigate the spread of COVID.  

Whether you agree or disagree regarding the wearing of masks, we all want our children and 
teachers to be healthy, together and in-person at school. Furthermore, the safety of our 
students and staff is paramount. That will remain our objective as we continue to navigate our 
way through this pandemic.   

Respectfully, 

 

Kirt Hartzler, Ed.D. 
Superintendent  

https://forms.office.com/r/4JbCKcrRsZ
https://forms.office.com/r/4JbCKcrRsZ

