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Application for Admission 
For students entering the 9th grade in the fall of 2020 

Submission Deadline: March 27, 2020 

 
Union Early College High School (ECHS) is a pilot program that provides an educational opportunity to students through a partnership 
between Union Public Schools and Tulsa Community College. Students attending Union High School ECHS will take a rigorous course of 
study and, if successful, will earn a Liberal Arts Associate Degree from TCC and a traditional high school diploma. Union High School and 
Tulsa Community College chase academic excellence and are excited to offer this unique college experience to a select cohort of students 
who meet the application criteria. This degree transfers to several universities.  You should work closely with a TCC academic advisor each 
semester to make certain you are enrolled in the correct courses for a seamless transfer process and you are encouraged to begin a 
dialogue with your intended transfer school as early as possible. Early coordination between TCC academic advisors and advisors 
from selected four-year institutions can streamline the transfer process. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that he/she understands 
the program/admission/transfer requirements for the transfer school. Please complete this application in pen. 

 
1. Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 
  Last    First    Middle 
2.  Student ID#: ______________________      Date of Birth: _____/_____/ _____          Gender: M/F 
 
3. Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

  street number and name                      apt name / #                   City                             Zip Code 
4. Home Phone: (____)_________________    Parent/Guardian Mobile Phone: (____)___________________ 
 
     Student Cell: (____)__________________     Parent/Guardian Work Phone:   (____)___________________ 
 
5. Student’s email address: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Parent/Guardian email address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
7. Has anyone in your immediate family received a college degree (mom, dad, sister or brother)? YES      NO     

If yes, what was the highest degree achieved? ______________________________________________ 
 
8. What are your academic interests, hobbies, or career goals ? ____________________________ 
9. Have you applied for the Oklahoma Promise Scholarship?    YES           NO 
 
I certify that the information provided above is complete and that the submission of the false information is grounds for denial of the 
application and/or withdrawal of admission. I understand that the school and college expect a high standard of conduct and academic 
performance for students, and if accepted for admission to ECHS, my child and I will abide by all rules and regulations set forth by both 
Union ECHS and Tulsa Community College. 
 
Parent/ Guardian signature:____________________________________  Student signature: __________________________________ 

 
 

PART 1: SCHOOL OVERVIEW 

PART 2: APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Please review the application carefully and ensure all the information provided is complete and accurate. Any application that is incorrect 

and/or incomplete will not be considered. 
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To be considered for Union Early College High School program, students must meet the following initial criteria: 
 The applicant must be currently enrolled in Union Eighth Grade Center. 
 The applicant must meet ALL requirements for promotion from eighth grade to ninth grade. 
 The applicant must complete the two admission essays as part of this application. 
 The applicant and his/her parent must attend parent/student information and orientation meetings. 
 The applicant must obtain two letters of recommendation, one from someone at Union Eighth Grade Center 

(e.g., an instructor or counselor) and one from someone outside the school. Recommendation forms are 
attached. 

 The applicant may be asked to attend a Summer Bridge Program:  If this is deemed needed, parents and 
student must commit to attend the entire time. Some programs may last a week; others may last two months. 

 The applicant must have submitted the application for admission to his/her eighth-grade counselor by the 
deadline of March 27, 2020.  

 The applicant must meet college admission standards by May of his/her freshmen year and must meet course 
prerequisites to enroll in TCC classes.  

No more than 60 students will be admitted to the Union Early College High School cohort. The selection committee 
will use a rubric to evaluate the overall application as well a rubric to assess the essays.  
 

 
I have read and understand the criteria and selection process for Union Early College High School. 
 
Parent/Guardian signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student signature: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

PART 3: IMPORTANT INFORMATION and SELECTION PROCESS 

 
Reminder: Turn in your application, letters of recommendation, and essays to your eighth-grade school counselor by March 27 , 2020. 
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Please initial each statement to indicate that you have read and understood the specific challenges and requirements 
of students in the Early College program.  
 
_____ I understand that I will be enrolled in college preparatory curriculum with other early college students and 
 will follow a fixed sequence of courses to earn my associates degree and my high school diploma by the end 
 of my senior year. 
______ I understand that participating in co-curricular activities, fine arts, and athletics may be difficult because of 
 the increased academic demands and the fixed course sequence.  
______ I understand that I must maintain passing grades in all high school classes and a 2.0 college GPA, per 
 Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, policy 3.10. 
______ I understand that I will be required to attend weekly tutoring session provided by Union. 
______ I will follow the Tulsa Community College academic calendar, which may include attendance when high   
 school  classes are not in session. 
______ I will comply with all Union High School regulations when taking Union courses and with TCC policies 
 when in TCC classes. See Student Handbook for Union and Student Handbook for TCC. Violations may 
 result in dismissal from the program.  
______ I understand college professors do not typically distinguish between excused and unexcused absences and, 
 therefore, I may need to limit my extracurricular activities and/or work hours. 
______ I will follow the course policies and agenda explained in each course syllabus.  
______ I will dedicate a minimum of two hours study time for every one hour of in-class time, which means I will 
 be required to devote considerable time outside of class to complete homework and to study.  
______ I understand that college grades are based primarily on how a student demonstrates learning on a few key 
 assignments and that A’s and B’s indicate an exceptionally high level of learning. 
______ I understand that professors have the academic freedom to create curricula and to determine standards for 
 their classes, which means that course content may include sensitive political, cultural, and religious topics as 
 well as controversial texts (readings, artwork, films, etc.).  
______ I understand that the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) obligates TCC to protect the 
 privacy rights of college students, which means my professors will not communicate my college records, 
 including grades and attendance, with my parents.   
______ If I have concerns about my TCC classes, I will follow the TCC Student Handbook and the course syllabus, 
 which explain how I can address my concerns.  
______ I will handle all matters pertaining to my college classes on my own but may seek guidance from the high 
 school administration about college processes and policies and about communicating with professors.  
______If I need to withdraw from the ECHS program, I will complete an exit survey. 
 
My signature indicates that I am prepared to be academically challenged and will follow the guidelines established 
here.  
Student’s Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Student’s Signature: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

PART 4: ECHS STUDENT EXPECTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
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Your initial for each statement indicates that you have read and understood the expectations for your student, who will enter the college 
preparatory program and, if successful, the college degree program.  
 
_____  I agree to attend all ECHS functions, such as parent information sessions. 
_____ I agree to make every effort to have my student attend school all day. Exemplary attendance is expected and 
 required. Students must meet high school attendance requirements determined by the state. 
_____  I understand that my student will be required to attend summer ECHS programs. 
_____  I will encourage my student to exhibit the following character traits: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility,  

fairness, caring, and citizenship.  
_____  I understand my student must comply with all of the Union High School regulations when taking Union courses  

and with TCC policies when in TCC classes. See Student Handbook for Union and Student Handbook for TCC. 
Violations may result in dismissal from the program.  

_____  I understand that, by participating in this program, my student has the opportunity to earn up to 60 college  credit   
hours and to graduate high school with an associate degree in liberal arts general studies, which will  transfer to state 
universities; many courses will also transfer to private and out-of-state schools. 

_____ I understand my student will follow the Tulsa Community College academic calendar, which may include 
 attendance when high school classes are not in session. 
_____ I understand college professors do not typically distinguish between excused and unexcused absences and, 
 therefore, students may need to limit their extracurricular activities and/or work hours. 
_____   I understand that my student will be held to the policies explained on each professor’s syllabus; therefore, I will encourage 

my student to carefully read each syllabus. 
_____  I understand that most college classes require a minimum of two hours study time for every one hour of in class time, 

which means my student will be required to devote considerable time outside of class to complete homework and to 
study.  

_____ I understand that college grades are based primarily on how a student demonstrates learning on a few key 
 assignments and that A’s and B’s indicate an exceptionally high level of learning. 
_____  I understand that professors have the academic freedom to create curricula and to determine standards for their classes, 

which means that course content may include sensitive political, cultural, and religious topics as well as controversial 
texts (readings, artwork, films, etc.).  

_____  I understand that the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) obligates TCC to protect the privacy rights 
of college students, which means professors do not communicate college records, including  grades and attendance, 
with parents.   

_____  I understand TCC faculty members are employed by the college and any concerns about a professor should be addressed 
by the student, according to the TCC Student Handbook. The high school administration does not address issues that 
might arise with college courses. 

_____ This degree transfers to several universities.  You should work closely with a TCC academic advisor each semester to        
make certain you are enrolled in the correct courses for a seamless transfer process and you are encouraged to begin a 
dialogue with your intended transfer school as early as possible. Early coordination between TCC academic advisors and 
advisors from selected four-year institutions can streamline the transfer process. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that 
he/she understands the program/admission/transfer requirements for the transfer school.  
 

My signature here indicates that I have read the statements above and will support my student as he or she accepts the challenge 
of starting college early.   
 
Parent/Guardian Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________________________________________  
 

PART 5: ECHS PARENT EXPECTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
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Instructions: All applicants will write two essays for the ECHS application. Each applicant will answer prompt number 
1.  Applicants may choose from the remaining prompts for their second essay. 
 
If you need more space, please use your own notebook paper and attach it to this application.  

• Address the prompt in approximately 500 words (not less than 450). 
• Avoid grammatical and spelling errors as well as redundancy. 
• All responses must be completed by the student and in the student’s own handwriting.  
• Please write on one side of the paper and observe the margins of the paper. 
• Please staple your application to your essays, making sure the staple secures all pages of the application 

and your essay. Folders or report covers should not be used. 
 
The essays will be scored using the following rubric: 
 
 Exceeds 

Expectations 3 
Meets Expectations 2 Below Expectations 

1 
Mechanics Few, if any errors A few minor errors 

but good command 
of conventions 

Several mechanical 
errors that confuse 
or obscure meaning 

Thesis Responds to prompt 
with a creative, 
original thesis,  

Responds to the 
prompt with a clear 
thesis 

Fails to respond to 
the prompt, no thesis 
statement 

Organization/coherence Logical 
organizational 
structure, strong 
transitions between 
sentences and 
paragraphs 

Clear organizational 
structure, smooth 
transitions between 
paragraphs and 
sentences 

Lacks organization, 
choppy 

Style sophisticated word 
choice, varied 
sentences, use of 
figurative language 

appropriate word 
choice, clear 
sentences, consistent 
tone 

Lack of sentence 
variety, poor word 
choice 

Content detailed, specific 
support for thesis, 
maintains strong 
focus 

provides good 
support for thesis, 
mostly consistent 
focus 

Little or weak 
support, lack of unity 

 
 
 
 
 

PART 6: ESSAYS 
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All applicants should answer Prompt #1:  

1. Discuss your plans for after high school. What do you hope to study and where? Why? 
 
Applicants should choose one prompt from the remaining prompts below: 

2. Discuss what you feel will be your biggest challenge in high school. Include your concerns about possibly 
taking college classes. 

 
3. Describe your experience in middle school, grades six through eight, including challenges or 

accomplishments as well as how it could have been better. 
 

4. Explain what you think the following quote means and how it might apply to your life now or in the future.  
“It’s easier to build strong children than it is to repair broken men.” Fredrick Douglas 

 
5. Describe a real-world problem you have encountered or witnessed and propose a means of improving the 

problem.  Stay away from ideological topics. (e.g., prayer or religion in public schools or racism. While these 
are real topics, they require a kind of change that is outside your control) Focus on tangible issues where 
there are specific action steps anyone can take.  

 
6. Define what leadership means to you and give examples, positive or negative, from your life. Your essay 

should demonstrate what you learned about leadership and how you hope to use those lessons.  
 



RECOMMENDATION (GET 2) EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL – UNION 
STUDENT: Please give this recommendation to an adult who knows you well. You may place the completed 
recommendations with your application or have your teachers send them to me via school mail. Remember: only 
one recommendation can come from a Union School Employee. Please complete with a pen. 

Student Name:  

ADULT RECOMMENDATION: For each of the following statements, please answer using a 1 through 5 scale – 1 
being least likely and 5 being most likely. 

1 – not likely at all 2 – not likely 3 – neutral or not ever observed 4 – likely 5 – most likely 

1. The student often exhibits a strong personal work ethic. 

 1 2 3 4 5 

2. The student attends school on a regular basis. 

 1 2 3 4 5 

3. The student promptly turns in his/her work. 

 1 2 3 4 5 

4. The student seldom completes daily assignments. 

 1 2 3 4 5 

5. The student is beginning to or learning how to advocate for himself or herself. 

 1 2 3 4 5 

6. The student seldom struggles on his/her own and seeks help immediately when a problem arises. 

 1 2 3 4 5 

7. The student has displayed personal goal setting characteristics. 

 1 2 3 4 5 

Personal Remarks: (optional) 

 Please use this space (and the back of the paper if needed) to write any personal remarks about the 
student you feel the committee might need to know. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Signed   
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