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With Oklahoma’s Promise, formerly known as OHLAP 
(Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program), students 
who meet certain criteria can earn free college tuition. The 
Promise allows participants to choose which college to at-
tend and where to use their scholarship money

Oklahoma’s Promise (OHLAP)

What is
Oklahoma’s Promise?

The Benefits

To enroll in Oklahoma’s Promise, you must:

 * be an Oklahoma resident.
 * apply during your 8th, 9th, or 10th grade year.
 * be the child of parents who earn $50,000 or   
  less per year.

 
You must enroll in the program during the 8th, 9th, or 
10th grade. You start preparing for college early by taking 
high school courses that will help you succeed, including 
completing the following requirements.

 * graduate from an Oklahoma high school.
 * take the 17 credits of high school courses and   
  achieve at least a 2.5 cumulative grade point   
  average in those courses.
 * achieve a cumulative grade point average of at   
  least a 2.5 for all courses in grades 9-12.
 * attend school regularly.
 * do your homework.
 * stay away from drugs and alcohol.
 * don’t commit criminal or delinquent acts.
 * provide information when requested.
	 *	 meet	with	a	school	official	to	go	over	your	school		
  work and records on a regular basis.
	 *	 apply	for	other	financial	aid	during	your	senior		 	
  year of high school.
 * take part in OHLAP activities that will prepare   
  you for college.

Who May Apply?

How it Works

Once you’ve completed the program’s requirements, Okla-
homa’s Promise will help pay your tuition at an Oklahoma 
public two-year college or four-year university. It also will 
cover a portion of tuition at an accredited private college 
or university or for courses offered at a public technol-
ogy	center	that	qualifies	for	credit	from	a	public	two-year	
college. (The scholarship amount does not include items 
such as other required fees, books, supplies, or room and 
board.)

Parents must supply proof of income, sign the agreement, 
and promise to help you successfully reach the goals of 
the program.

Parents Will Need to Help

Ways to Apply
 * apply online at www.okpromise.org
 * e-mail okpromise@osrhe.edu
 * call the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher   
  Education at 800.858.1840 or 405.225.9152.

 * ask your school counselor for an application.
	 *	 you	must	meet	admission	standards	for	first-	 	
  time students at the college or university to   
  which you apply.
 * you have three years from the time you graduate  
  high school to begin taking college courses.
	 *	 you	may	receive	funds	for	no	more	than	five	con-		
  secutive years after enrolling in college.
 * awards cannot be used for courses taken after   
  you complete your bachelor’s degree.
 * you must maintain good grades in college to   
  keep receiving awards.

 4 English - (Grammar, Composition, Literature)

 3 Lab Science ** -  (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, or   
	 	 any	lab	science	certified	by	the	school	district;		 	
  General Science with or without a lab may not   
  be used to meet this requirement.)

 3 Mathematics - (from Algebra I, Algebra II,    
  Geometry, Trigonometry, Math Analysis,   
  Calculus, Advanced Placement [AP] Statistics)

 3 History and Citizenship Skills - (including 1 unit  
  of American History and 2 additional units from   
  the subjects of History, Economics, Geography,   
  Government, or Non-Western Culture)

 2 Foreign or Non-English Language (two years of   
  the same language) 

 OR

 Computer Technology - (2 credits in programming,   
  hardware, and business computer applications   
  such as word processing, databases, spread  
  sheets, and graphics will qualify. Keyboarding   
  and typing classes do NOT qualify.)
 
 1 Additional Course ** - (any of the subjects listed   
  above)

 1 Fine Arts - (Music, Art, Drama)
 OR
 1 Speech

 17 TOTAL CREDITS

Other Conditions

Required Courses*
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ACHIEVING CLASSROOM EXCELLENCE ACT (ACE)
Three Units of Mathematics between Grade 9 and Grade 12 Requirement
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Beginning with ninth grade students in 2008-2009, three units or sets of competencies in  
mathematics must be completed in 9th through 12th grade; provided, if a student completes  
any required courses in mathematics prior to ninth grade, the student may take any other  
mathematics courses to fulfill the requirement to complete three units in Grades 9 through 12.  
(70 O.S. § 11-103.6)

EXPLANATION OF THIS LAW
This law means that students must take at least three math courses after enrolling in the ninth 
grade. It does not mean that high school math courses taken in seventh and/or eighth grade do 
not count on the student’s transcript.

CONNECTION TO ACE COLLEGE PREPARATORY/WORK READY CURRICULUM
Students whose parents do not opt them out of the College Preparatory/Work Ready Curriculum  
must complete three math courses from the following list: Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry,  
Trigonometry, Math Analysis, Calculus, Advanced Placement Statistics, or any mathematics  
course approved for college admission requirements.
If a student completes one or more of these courses prior to Grade 9, the student may use  
mathematics courses not included in this list to meet the requirement of completing three units 
of mathematics between Grade 9 and Grade 12.

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

ACE Resources

EXAMPLE #1
Grade 9 – Algebra I
Grade 10 – Geometry
Grade 11 – Algebra II
Meets College Prep/Work Ready Requirement 
and 3 Units in Grades 9-12 Requirement.

EXAMPLE #3
Grade 8 – Algebra I
Grade 9 – Geometry
Grade 10 – Algebra II
Grade 11 – Mathematics of Finance*
Meets College Prep/Work Ready Requirement and 
3 Units in Grades 9-12 Requirement; *Mathematics 
of Finance cannot be used to meet the College 
Prep/Work Ready Requirement, but it can be used 
to meet the 3 Units in Grades 9-12 Requirement.

For more information, please contact the Office 
of Standards and Curriculum: (405) 521-3361

EXAMPLE #2
Grade 7 – Algebra I
Grade 8 – Geometry
Grade 9 – Algebra II
Grade 10 – Trig/PreCalc
Grade 11 – AP Calculus AB
Grade 12 – AP Statistics
Meets and exceeds College Prep/Work Ready 
Requirement and 3 Units in Grades 9-12 Requirement.

EXAMPLE #4
Grade 8 – Algebra I
Grade 9 – Geometry
Grade 10 – Algebra II
Grade 11 – College Algebra 
                   (Taken Concurrently)
Meets College Prep/Work Ready Requirement 
and 3 Units in Grades 9-12 Requirement.
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Are you interested in getting a head start on college?

Students may apply to Union’s Early College High School (ECHS) during the second semester of their 8th grade year. 
This program will enable your child to earn his/her high school diploma and an associate degree in a Liberal Arts field 
or approximately 60 hours of college credit. College courses begin in a student’s sophomore year of high school, but 
to ensure preparedness for college work he/she will begin working toward this goal during the freshman year of high 
school.

The college courses offered at Union High School will include the general education offerings many local universities 
require in the initial two years of post-high school education.  A course of study has been included in the course 
description book. Course titles in bold print are college courses; the others are traditional high school classes. When 
a student successfully completes each college course, he/she will receive college and high school credit.  Each of 
these classes transfer to regional colleges and universities. Tuition, fees, and books will be covered by the partnership 
between Union Public Schools and Tulsa Community College.

Going to college while still in high school will certainly require some very mature decision-making and study habits.  To 
assist our students with this transition, Union High School Freshman Academy will offer an elective course for college 
preparedness that will be required by all freshmen accepted to the Early College High School. Freshman in ECHS will 
also be scheduled to take Advanced English and Advanced Biology as a cohort to ensure every student has developed 
the critical thinking, problem solving, and foundational writing skills required for college courses.  Additionally, 
students will be required to attend a Summer Bridge to Early College High School (Camp College) during the summer 
between the freshmen and sophomore year. It will also begin to prepare the students for the independent study, 
resilience, and reading comprehension that are required for success in college classes. Union will provide on-going 
academic support and tutoring, as well as college advisement, to each student in the program.

Students must apply to be accepted to Early College High School. Applications will be made available on Union’s website 
(www.unionps.org) in early February. Students will be notified of their acceptance in late April or early May.

*Students who are applying to Early College High School and have begun their World Language or Computer/
Technology graduation credit in 8th grade should consider the following:

• Finishing the second credit of the World Language graduation requirement during the summer between 8th 
and 9th grade. Virtual courses are offered through Union Virtual Learning Academy, or

• Finishing the second credit of the technology graduation requirement during the summer between 8th and 
9th grade. Virtual courses are offered through Union Virtual Learning Academy.

*Students who are applying to Early College High School and did not begin their World Language or Computer/Technology graduation requirement 
should take the first of those credits during the summer between 8th and 9th grade.

*Students who are applying to Early College High School and are taking Algebra I as ninth graders will need to plan on taking Geometry during the 

summer between his/her freshman and sophomore year.

We have high hopes for our Union students and encourage you to consider Early College High School. 
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English 8
(2 Semesters)

English 8 is a course devoted to developing communica-
tion and critical-thinking skills. Coursework is aligned 
with English language arts state standards. Students 
will increase their independence as readers by analyz-
ing a variety of literary and informational texts. There 
is a strong emphasis on recursive writing using text-
based evidence to support student analysis. Students 
will spend time building and strengthening their read-
ing and writing skills, vocabulary, comprehension, and 
knowledge of other literary elements. 

Advanced English
(2 Semesters)

Advanced English is based upon the same curriculum 
and standards as English 8 but is designed to empha-
size the skills and habits that will be needed to take 
a future Advanced English course. Students will be 
challenged to do more intensive comparison, composi-
tion, and higher order thinking. This course requires a 
strong commitment of time and effort by the student. 
Advanced	 students	 should	 be	 proficient	 readers	 and	
task-oriented, demonstrating their best effort on every 
assignment and turned in on time, every time. Students 
and parents will be asked to sign a course agreement in 
order to enroll in this course.

United States History (1760 – 1877)
(2 Semesters)

Students will study United States History from Colo-
nization through Reconstruction during this year-long 
course. They will examine the events, factors, docu-
ments,	significant	 individuals,	and	political	 ideas	that	
led to the formation and expansion of the United States 
of America. The material will be presented in chronolog-
ical sequence to enable students to learn about change 
and continuity in our history.  Throughout the year, 
citizenship skills will be incorporated to develop the stu-
dents’ understanding of constitutional government and 
civic responsibility.

Advanced U.S. History (1760 – 1877)
(2 Semesters)

Students will study the same content standards as Unit-
ed	States	History.	 	However,	 this	 course	 is	 specifically	
for students who want to be academically challenged 
and enjoy exploring history in a more in-depth manner.  
Students need to have strong reading and writing skills 
as they will be expected to read and complete assign-
ments outside of class.  Greater emphasis will be placed 
on tests, quizzes, and projects when determining student 
grades.  Students and parents will be asked to complete 
and sign a course agreement in order to enroll in this 
course.

Pre-Algebra
(2 Semesters)

This course is designed to prepare the student for high 
school Algebra 1.  Students will learn to solve and graph 
linear equations and inequalities, to use rational num-
bers and proportional reasoning to solve problems, and to 
use exponents and their properties to describe the mag-
nitude of very large and very small numbers.  They will 
develop an understanding of solid geometry through clas-
sification	 and	modeling	 to	 develop	 formulas	 for	 surface	
area and volume of three dimensional objects.  Students 
will also use data analysis and statistics to interpret data 
in a variety of contexts.

Advanced Pre-Algebra
(2 Semesters)
Prerequisite: A score of 75 – 87 on the Orleans-Hanna 
Algebra Prognosis Test OR Advanced Performance on the 
7th grade 3rd quarter District CRT.

This course is designed for those students interested in 
pursuing advanced and AP mathematics courses in high 
school.  Students will learn to solve and graph linear 
equations and inequalities, to use rational numbers and 
proportional reasoning to solve problems, and to use ex-
ponents and their properties to describe the magnitude 
of very large and very small numbers.  They will develop 
an	understanding	of	solid	geometry	through	classification	
and modeling to develop formulas for surface area and 
volume of three dimensional objects.  Students will also 
use data analysis and statistics to interpret data in a vari-
ety of contexts.  Some topics in this course will be covered 
at an accelerated pace, allowing for other concepts to be 
investigated in more depth.  Students and parents will be 
asked to complete and sign a course agreement in order 
to enroll in this course.

Algebra 1 
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit
Prerequisite: Score of 88 or higher on the Orleans-Hanna 
Algebra Prognosis Test AND successful completion of Pre-
Algebra in the 7th Grade.                   

This course is designed for those students interested in 
pursuing advanced and AP mathematics courses in high 
school.  Students will learn to model and analyze number 
relationships through the use of expressions, equations, 
inequalities, relations, and functions.  This will include 
linear, absolute value, exponential, and quadratic func-
tions.  Problem solving and critical-thinking skills are 
emphasized.  Students enrolling in Algebra 1 should be 
prepared for a rigorous study.  They should be prepared 
and willing to spend an average of one hour per night 
working on Algebra.  Students and parents will be asked 
to complete and sign a course agreement in order to en-
roll in this course.

Language Arts Mathematics

Social Studies
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Geometry
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit
Prerequisite: Course grade of 80% or higher in 7th Grade 
Algebra 1.

This course is designed for those students who are pursu-
ing advanced and AP mathematics courses in high school.  
Geometry uses math skills previously learned in Algebra 
1 and utilizes logical, higher-order thinking and reason-
ing skills. Some of the topics covered will include points, 
lines, planes, angles, planar (2D) shapes, solid/spatial 
(3D) shapes, perimeter, area, volume, coordinate geom-
etry, and formal/indirect proofs.  The course is designed 
to help the student describe, measure, and solve real-life 
problems from a logical, physical, and mathematical per-
spective,	as	well	as	to	help	them	acquire	and	refine	their	
logic and reasoning skills.  Students and parents will be 
asked to complete and sign a course agreement in order 
to enroll in this course.

General Science
(2 Semesters)

General Science is a broad study of the Earth, space, 
physical and life science.  Physics and chemistry will also 
be	studied	 in	this	course.	 	Scientific	process	skills,	sci-
ence investigations, and inquiry-based learning will be 
implemented into the curriculum designed to prepare 
students for high school classes.  The class will involve 
many hands-on activities, along with some research pa-
pers and projects that require critical thinking.  Labora-
tory activities are required. 

Advanced General Science
(2 Semesters)

Advanced General Science is based upon the same cur-
riculum and standards as General Science.  Advanced 
General Science is designed to prepare students for the 
high school AP programs.  This course is for students 
who enjoy exploring all aspects of science in a more in-
depth manner.  Students need to be advanced readers 
and have advanced writing, research, and critical think-
ing skills. This course requires a strong commitment of 
time and effort by the student in and out of the class-
room.  The course is open to all students who desire to do 
advanced work.  Students and parents will be asked to 
complete and sign a course agreement in order to enroll 
in this course. All projects are required.

Fundamentals of Technology
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit

In this relevant introductory course, students will enjoy 
hands-on experience with a variety of computer applica-
tions.  This interesting project based curriculum will ex-
plore activities in the modern technologies of virtual/aug-
mented reality, robotics, programming, multimedia, graph-
ic design, website creation, photo editing, movie making, 
podcasting	along	with	the	Microsoft	Office	Suite.		Students	
will experiment with a variety of emerging technology tools 
like Sphero robots, Merge cubes, AR/VR Headsets, Inter-
net exploration and more.  Working individually and col-
laboratively students will develop a digital foundation for 
future courses while learning the dynamics of life in our 
current technology age. 

Spanish 1
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit

This	 is	 the	 first	 year	 of	 a	 sequential	 language	 program	
through	 which	 students	 begin	 to	 develop	 proficiency	
in Spanish. This is an academic course which requires 
regular study outside of class.  Instruction will focus on 
the four domains of language: reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening. Students will be expected to memorize 
extensive vocabulary and communicate verbally and 
in writing using the target language. In addition, the 
students will gain knowledge and understanding of the 
culture of the language studied.

Advanced Spanish 1
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit

This	 is	 the	 first	 year	 of	 a	 sequential	 language	 program	
leading to AP Spanish IV through which students begin to 
develop	proficiency	in	the	language.	This	is	an	academic	
course which requires regular study outside of class. 
Instruction will focus on the four domains of language: 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Students 
will be expected to memorize extensive vocabulary and 
communicate verbally and in writing using the target 
language.  In addition, students will gain knowledge and 
understanding of the culture of the language studied. 

Spanish 2 for Native Speakers 
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit
Prerequisite:	 Passing	 the	 Spanish	 1	 Proficiency	 Based	
Placement Test (PBP).

Spanish	2	 for	Native	Speakers	 is	 intended	 for	fluent	or	
near	fluent	speakers	who	have	little	or	no	formal	training	
in the language. The course provides a thorough review of 
basic grammar rules, idiomatic expressions, spelling, and 
vocabulary. Students improve skills through extensive 
and varied writing activities. Literacy is improved through 
exposure to a variety of Hispanic literature, newspapers, 
magazines,	 films,	 music,	 and	 current	 issues.	 Oral	
presentations and class discussion settings improve 
language skills. Hispanic culture and traditions are 
presented to deepen students’ appreciation of their native 
language. The course is conducted entirely in Spanish. 
Spanish 2 for Native Speakers meets the second year of 
the two years of foreign language state requirement.  

French 1
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit

This	 is	 the	 first	 year	 of	 a	 sequential	 language	 program	
through	which	 students	begin	 to	develop	proficiency	 in	
French. This is an academic course which requires regular 
study outside of class. Instruction will focus on the four 
domains of language: reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening. Students will be expected to memorize extensive 
vocabulary and communicate verbally and in writing 
using the target language. In addition, the students will 
gain knowledge and understanding of the culture of the 
language studied.  Due to declining enrollment numbers 
Union High School will not be offering French III and 
IV.  French II will only be available at the Union High 
School Freshman Academy.

Mathematics

Science

Elective Courses - Computer

Elective Courses - Foreign Language
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Advanced French 1
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit

This	is	the	first	year	of	a	sequential	language	program	
putting students on a track to take Advanced French II.  
Students	begin	to	develop	proficiency	in	the	language.	
This is an academic course which requires regular 
study outside of class.  Instruction will focus on the 
four domains of language: reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening. Students will be expected to memorize 
extensive vocabulary and communicate verbally and in 
writing using the target language.  Due to declining 
enrollment numbers, Union High School will not 
be offering French III and IV.  French II will only 
be available at the Union High School Freshman 
Academy.

Physical Education
(1 Semester)

The purpose of this course is to provide each and every 
student with a variety of activities to invoke success, 
self-confidence,	and	enthusiasm.		The	class	provides	a	
wide range of activities: individual, team, competitive, 
non-competitive, creative tournaments, and written 
tests.  Lifelong sports will be introduced in addition to 
other leisure, competitive, and conditioning activities.  
Students are required to dress out everyday.

Athletics
(2 Semesters)
A Physical Exam is required.  Dated after May 1st 
of the current year and completed before tryouts 
and/or the first day of practice or the first day of 
school, whichever comes first.

Football
8th Grade Football is a year-long 6th hour class for a 
grade.  No tryouts are required but practice does begin 
prior to the start of the school year and is expected for 
students participating in football.   While football com-
petes in the fall, practice will occur daily at the Union 
8th Grade Center.  Students are expected to dress out 
and attend practice every day.  Parents/guardians are 
required to pick up students from practice as there is 
no bus available to take students home after practice, 
unless the students are released at the bell in the off-
season. For more information, please contact harris.
patrick@unionps.org  

Basketball
8th Grade Basketball is a year-long 6th hour class for 
a grade.  Tryouts are required. While basketball com-
petes in the winter, practice will occur daily to the 
Union 8th Grade Center gymnasium.  Students are ex-
pected to dress out and attend practice every day. Par-
ents/guardians are required to pick up students from 
practice as there is no bus available to take students 
home after practice, unless the students are released at 
the bell in the offseason. For more information regard-
ing girls’ basketball, please contact redmond.joseph@
unionps.org and for boys’ basketball, please contact 
garcia.rudy@unionps.org 

Wrestling
8th Grade Wrestling is a year-long 6th hour class for a 
grade, open to both girls and boys. There are no tryouts 
required. Students enrolled in wrestling will be bused to 
the Union High School Gym/wrestling facility daily. The 
wrestling rooms are located under the north and south 
bleachers in the UHS Gym.  Parents/guardians are re-
quired to pick up students from practice as there is no 
bus available to take students home after practice.  While 
the wrestling team competes in the winter (same season 
as basketball), there is daily practice that is required both 
in the fall and the spring semesters.  Wrestling practice 
can last, on average, from 1-2 hours. Your athlete may 
play more than one sport and wrestle as long as the other 
sport	does	not	conflict	with	wrestling	season.		For	more	
information regarding the wrestling program, please con-
tact jefferson.daniel@unionps.org 

Cross Country/Track
8th Grade Cross Country/Track is a year-long 6th hour 
class for a grade, open to both girls and boys.  No tryouts 
are required but summer practice is expected for students 
running cross country. While cross country competes in 
the fall and track in the spring, athletes will be bused 
daily to the Union High School track to dress out and 
attend practice. Practice is usually over by 4:00 to 4:15 
pm.  Parents will need to arrange to have child picked 
up on time at the end of practice.  For more informa-
tion regarding the cross-country program, please contact 
hummingbird.toby@unionps.org.  For more information 
regarding the track program, please contact patterson.
steve@unionps.org

Tennis
8th Grade Tennis is a year-long 6th hour class for a grade, 
open to both girls and boys.  Students will be expected to 
dress in athletic clothes and will need a racket. Students 
enrolled in tennis will be bused to the Union High School 
Freshman Academy tennis facility daily.  Parents/guard-
ians are required to pick up students from practice at 
4:30 pm as there is no bus available to take students 
home after practice.  While the tennis team competes in 
the spring, there is daily practice that is required in both 
the fall and spring semesters unless the student in par-
ticipating in a different fall sport. If participating in a dif-
ferent fall sport, the student will transition to tennis after 
that sport season is over. Boys enrolling in tennis need to 
email gannon.kevin@unionps.org for approval. Girls en-
rolling in tennis do not need any prior tennis experience 
or coach approval, but are welcomed to email ashley.ty-
ler@unionps.org with any questions. 

Softball
8th Grade Softball is a year-long 6th hour class for a grade.  
Tryouts are required. While fast-pitch softball competes 
in the fall and slow-pitch competes in the spring, athletes 
will be bused daily to the Union High School Freshman 
Academy softball complex to dress out and attend prac-
tice. Parents/guardians are required to pick up students 
from practice as there is no bus available to take students 
home after practice. For more information, please contact 
pease.jerry@unionps.org fast-pitch or morgan.thomas@
unionps.org slow-pitch

Elective Courses - Foreign Language Elective Courses - Athletics

Elective Courses - Athletics
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Volleyball
8th Grade Volleyball is a year-long 6th hour class for 
a grade.  Tryouts are required. While volleyball com-
petes in the fall, practice will occur daily at the Union 
8th Grade Center gymnasium. Students are expected 
to dress out and attend practice every day.  Parents/
guardians are required to pick up students from prac-
tice as there is no bus available to take students home 
after practice, unless the students are released at the 
bell in the offseason. For more information, please con-
tact mckee.chadd@unionps.org 

Golf
8th Grade Golf is open to beginners all the way up to 
experienced players! Golf is an after school activity, 
therefore it is not a class for a grade and is open to 
both girls and boys.  There is no school transportation 
for golf.  Students wishing to participate will need to 
have a ride to LaFortune Park Golf Course immediately 
after the school day, two to three days a week. Parents/
Guardians will then need to pick students up at the 
golf course at the conclusion of practice.  Practice will 
last, on average, from 1-2 hours. While the golf team 
competes in the spring, there is 8 weeks of practice in 
the fall and then 8-10 weeks in spring.  Students are 
still able to participate in a fall sport as the season does 
not	conflict	with	spring	golf.		Students	are	required	to	
have their own set of golf clubs.  For more information 
regarding the girls golf program, please contact jones.
lindsay@unionps.org and for the boys golf program, 
please contact bushyhead.jonathan@unionps.org 

Cheer/Pom/Highsteppers
8th Grade Cheer, Pom, and Highsteppers are year-long 
activities that occur before school each day.  Tryouts 
are required. Tryouts are in March-April and the exact 
dates can be found on the Union website via the athlet-
ic page.  Attendance at basketball and football games 
are required as well as a few competitions throughout 
the year.  For more information regarding 8th grade 
cheer, please contact frazier.courtney@unionps.org, 
for pom, contact friske.brittany@unionps.org, and for 
Highsteppers, contact highsteppercoach@gmail.com 

Swimming, soccer, baseball are offered beginning 
in the 9th grade.

Band
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit/Fine Arts Competency
Prerequisite: Teacher approval and at least two years of 
previous	band	experience	or	comparable	proficiency.	

This class continues to develop the instrumental music 
talents and skills of students as part of the ongoing 
district band program. Band students will perform 
at concerts, contests & festivals, pep rallies, and a 
high school varsity football game. Extra-curricular 
performances are mandatory.  Additional performance 
opportunities such as District Honor Band and Solo/
Ensemble are also available.

Orchestra
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit/Fine Arts Competency
Prerequisite: Must have at least two years of experience 
or	comparable	proficiency.

This orchestra will work on basic rhythm and technical 
studies that are appropriate for a third-year string 
player.  
Students will perform at least three times during the year 
(once in the fall and twice in the spring).  The students 
will have the opportunity to compete in OSSAA District 
solo and ensemble contest and perform at a regional 
orchestra contest.

Treble Choir
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit/Fine Arts Competency
Prerequisite: Teacher Approval

The Treble Choir is designed to push students beyond 
their normal expectations for singing and their musical 
abilities. This class will enhance the basic fundamentals 
of singing such as breath control, proper tone, posture, 
diction, and sight-reading. All repertoire learned will be 
concert-and-contest based. Students will be given the 
opportunity to audition and participate in the OCDA All-
State choirs, YouthArts, OSSAA District Choir Contest, 
and national competitions. The Treble Choir will have 
required performances throughout the community and 
Union Public Schools outside of the normal school day. 
A uniform is required for concerts, contest, and other 
special performances. *If you are unsure which choir 
is best suited for your voice please contact the choir 
director.

Tenor/Bass Choir
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit/Fine Arts Competency
Prerequisite: Teacher Approval

The Tenor/Bass Choir is designed to push students beyond 
their normal expectations for singing and their musical 
abilities. This class will enhance the basic fundamentals 
of singing such as breath control, proper tone, posture, 
diction, and sight-reading. All repertoire learned will be 
concert-and-contest based. Students will be given the 
opportunity to audition and participate in the OCDA All-
State choirs, Youth Arts, OSSAA District Choir Contest, 
and national competitions. The Tenor/Bass Choir will have 
required performances throughout the community and 
Union Public Schools outside of the normal school day. A 
uniform is required for concerts, contest, and other special 
performances.*If you are unsure which choir is best 
suited for your voice please contact the choir director.

Elective Courses - Athletics Elective Courses - Fine Arts
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8th Grade Art
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit/Fine Arts Competency 

In this class, emphasis will be placed on Elements of Design 
and Principles of Art. Students will engage in a variety of two- 
and three-dimensional projects that range from painting 
to creating ceramic sculptures. Each project will build on 
previous lessons, scaffolding essential skills transferable to 
todays job market. Students will learn about art and culture 
throughout history building a lexicon of ideas to infuse their 
own work. Through hands-on demonstrations, examples 
and	exercises	students	will	fine	tune	their	efforts	through	
stem-based problem-solving. This art class requires only a 
willingness to do the necessary to bring abstract ideas into 
the physical world.

Theatre Arts (Drama)
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit/Fine Arts Competency 

This is a fun and exciting performance-based class that 
provides students with opportunities to build skills and 
gain	confidence.		Drama	emphasizes	the	fundamentals	of	
ensemble acting focusing on communication as it relates 
to theatre.  Further focus will be on character development, 
characterization, concentration, and improvisation. 
Students will learn theatre vocabulary, theatre history 
as well as theatre production.   Students will explore 
the importance of collaboration and community in 
small group settings with games and fun team-building 
activities. Students will explore movie plots and the art 
of making a good movie. This class will also teach basic 
auditioning skills and various forms of communication 
such as interviewing, different types of speeches, speech 
writing, and the art of persuasion.   

Select Theatre Arts
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit/Fine Arts Competency 
Prerequisite: Audition Only

The purpose of the class will be to identify students who 
have a passion for performance, demonstrate a higher 
skill level, and have a desire to further develop their talent. 
The Select class will differ from other drama classes at the 
Eighth Grade by receiving more opportunities to perform 
and thereby gaining more stage experience. Students will 
learn the art of ensemble acting, work with a focus on 
character development and characterization, as well as 
learn how to put a show together for the stage. They will 
be cast  in Union’s fall middle school musical, have the 
opportunity to perform in the all-school musical, and 
perform	in	a	spring	show.	This	class	will	go	on	field	trips	
for exposure to live theatre experiences as well as for 
performances.   

Intro to Theatre Production and Design 
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit/Fine Arts Competency

This class will explore the basics of theatre design through 
hands-on class projects. A variety of design elements will 
be introduced such as costuming and color, scenery, 
make-up, props, and lighting for a theatrical production. 
Students will also be introduced to the variety of careers 
available in theatre and will be given the opportunity to 
participate in running technical elements of a live school 
production.  This is not an acting class and no after 
school rehearsals are required. 

Speech & Debate
(2 Semesters)
High School Credit/Fine Arts Competency 

This is a full-year course that teaches skills that students 
can implement in many areas of their life. Speech and 
debate	 builds	 confidence	 as	 well	 as	 leadership	 and	
teamwork. Skills associated with speech and debate 
include logical reasoning, research, vocabulary, and 
reading comprehension.  Students will be required to 
attend two to four tournaments each semester. Top 
students will be selected to compete at the national 
tournament in June.  Professional attire is required for 
tournaments. Students will not only learn, but they will 
also connect with their peers.  By selecting this class, 
you are joining a nationally award-winning team.

Winter Guard
(2 Semesters)

Through a competitive performance activity, this course 
will provide the basic fundamental training of equipment, 
movement, and performance techniques. This course also 
helps promote students’ growth in time management, 
personal accountability, musicality, and teamwork.  This 
course will help prepare students for the High School 
Marching Band/Color Guard and High School Winter 
Guard. This course involves outside of class rehearsal 
time, including weekends. Second semester students 
will incur travel and equipment expenses. Fund-raising 
opportunities are available to offset the cost.

Dance
(2 Semesters)

Students will learn the background and basic technique 
of ballet, jazz, modern/contemporary, and hip hop. In 
addition, students will have the opportunity to explore 
their own choreography. Instruction will also be given 
in	 general	 fitness,	 health,	 flexibility,	 strength,	 and	
cardiovascular endurance. Students will need to bring 
clothes	to	class	that	will	allow	for	flexibility.	Dance	shoes	
are optional. This class may perform during the second 
semester. No previous dance experience is required. 

Advanced Dance
(2 Semesters)
Prerequisite:  Audition Only

Students will go in depth into the studies of ballet, 
jazz, modern/contemporary, and hip hop. In addition, 
students will have the opportunity to explore their 
own choreography. Each unit will cover basics of 
technique, dance history, and pertinent relationships to 
today’s society. Instruction will also be given in general 
fitness,	health,	flexibility,	strength,	and	cardiovascular	
endurance. Students will need to bring clothes to class 
that	will	allow	for	flexibility.	Dance	shoes	are	required.	
This class will perform several times during the second 
semester. Previous dance experience is necessary. 

Elective Courses - Fine Arts Elective Courses - Fine Arts
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Medical Detectives
(1 Semester)

Using a hands-on approach, students learn about the 
different body systems in this Project Lead The Way 
Gateway introduction to biomedical concepts.  Students 
apply	 their	 knowledge	 to	 fictional	 patients	 in	 order	 to	
determine their illnesses.  Students will also investigate 
fictional	 crime	 scenes	 and	 test	 clues	 to	 determine	 the	
suspect	 in	 those	 fictional	 crime	 scenes.	 There	 is	 no	
prerequisite for this class, but students should have a 
genuine interest in science and strong work ethic.

App Creators
(1 Semester)

This Project Lead the Way course introduces students 
to	 the	 field	 of	 computer	 science	 and	 the	 concepts	
of computational thinking, through the creation of 
mobile apps. Students are challenged to be creative 
and innovative, as they collaboratively design and 
develop mobile solutions to engaging, authentic 
problems. Students experience the positive impact of 
the application of computer science to society as well 
as other disciplines. Teams customize their experience 
by identifying and choosing a personal or community 
problem of interest that can be solved with a mobile 
app solution. The problem can address issues such as 
health and wellness, the environment, school culture, 
emergency preparedness, education, community 
service—the options are endless!

Design and Modeling
(1 Semester)

In this Project Lead the Way course, students learn 
and apply the Design Process to solve simple real world 
problems (for example, how to help a child who lives with 
Cerebral Palsy). As part of this design process, students 
create detailed sketches, use SketchUP design software 
to create virtual images of their solutions, and work in an 
Engineering Notebook. Working in teams students will 
use creativity, innovation, and background knowledge 
to design and build an orthotic, a puzzle cube, and a 
therapeutic toy. NOTE: This is the same class offered 
in 7th grade.

Automation and Robotics
(1 Semester)
Prerequisite: Design and Modeling

In this Project Lead The Way Course, students use the 
Design Process to solve real-world problems. Solutions 
involve designing, building, and automating objects 
(such	 as	 a	 traffic	 light,	 a	 windmill,	 and	 a	 lift	 system)	
using the VEX Robotics® platform. While solving these 
problems, students learn about mechanical systems, 
energy transfer, machine automation, and computer 
control systems.

Automation and Robotics Extension
(2 Semesters)
Prerequisite:  Design and Modeling

In this Project Lead The Way course, students use the 
Design Process to solve real world problems. Solutions 
involve designing, building, and automating objects 
(such	 as	 a	 traffic	 light,	 a	 windmill,	 and	 a	 lift	 system)	
using the VEX Robotics® platform. While solving these 
problems, students learn about mechanical systems, 
energy transfer, machine automation, and computer 
control systems. In the year-long course, after students 
design, build and test each project, they will be given a 
new problem to solve. This will require them to innovate 
their existing design, prototype, and automation. 
Students will also be given time to create their own 
extension to projects allowing for problem solving and 
deeper critical thinking.

Leadership
(1 Semester)

Leadership Development is focused on preparing stu-
dents for leadership opportunities in high school and in 
the work environment. It offers the student the oppor-
tunity	to	develop	public	speaking	and	writing	skills;	to	
improve	in	courtesy	and	confidence	to	work	with	peers	
of diverse backgrounds and attitudes, to share respon-
sibilities	with	adults	by	interacting	with	administration;	
utilizing	teamwork	and	group	process;	and	 learning	to	
evaluate progress in terms of set goals.

Office Procedures
(1 Semester)
Prerequisite:  3.0 GPA

Exceptional communication and organizational skills 
are a must.  Students are responsible for delivering stu-
dent passes among their many other duties.  Students 
are	expected	to	adhere	to	school	policies	on	confidential-
ity and privacy.  Students must follow directions well.  
Due to the diversity of tasks for which a student will 
be responsible, versatility and adaptability are a must.   
Students will be allowed to work on homework once all 
office	work	is	complete.	

Peer Tutor
(1 Semester)
Prerequisite:  3.0 GPA

This is an aide position in a self-contained Special Edu-
cation classroom. Good communication, outgoing per-
sonality, and friendliness are a must. Peer Tutors are 
responsible for working with students one on one, small 
groups, computer assistance, helping with assignments, 
making copies, and will assist the teachers/paraprofes-
sionals when asked. Peer Tutors are expected to adhere 
to	 school	 policies	 on	 confidentiality	 and	 privacy.	 Peer	
Tutors must follow directions well. Due to the diversity 
of tasks that the Peer Tutor will be asked to do, versatil-
ity and adaptability are a must.

Elective Courses - STEM Elective Courses - STEM
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 EL / Special ServicesElective Courses - Leadership

Library Aide
(1 Semester)
Prerequisite:  3.0 GPA

This is a work experience course which allows students 
to practice skills employers seek.  Library Student Aides 
gain experience in library operations, and increased 
knowledge and understanding of the library and its re-
sources.  Student initiative, organization and good al-
phabetizing are required.  Responsibility, dependability 
and attention to detail are stressed in this course, as 
well as communication skills. 

Yearbook
(2 Semesters)

This course is not a substitute for a required English 
course. Major emphasis will be on planning, theme de-
velopment, interviewing, writing features, headlines, 
photo captions, editing, copy reading, layout, design, 
and photography. Students will write in journalistic 
style, using interviews and research to acquire infor-
mation. Students will be required to spend time before 
and after school during yearbook sales, deadlines, and 
as necessary to take photos of assigned events or club 
meetings. Strong writing and grammar skills are needed.  
Your English teacher signature is required to pre-en-
roll in this class. 

Broadcast Journalism
(2 Semesters)
 
Students will be responsible for producing the weekly 
broadcast announcement videos that are shown to the 
student body and staff.  Using hands-on problem solv-
ing, the students will produce videos over various top-
ics	 according	 to	 specific	 campus	 needs,	 school	 news,	
sports, weather, and events around our community/
world, as well as acquire “in front of the camera” broad-
casting experience.  Students will learn to operate video 
equipment;	 computer	 video	 editing	 software;	 lighting	
techniques;	interviewing,	writing,	and	reporting	skills.	
Your English teacher signature is required to pre-
enroll in this class. 

English Learners (EL)
Prerequisite: Counselor Approval

This class is for students whose primary language is one 
other than English and who are in need of improving their 
oral	 language	 proficiency.	 	 The	 focus	 of	 this	 course	 is	
on speaking, writing, and reading the English language.  
American culture and traditions are also highlighted. 

Special Services
Prerequisite: Referral/Response to Intervention Process

Union Public Schools makes every effort to contact, evalu-
ate and educate, in the least restrictive environment, each 
handicapped child following the Individuals with Disabili-
ties Education Act and State Department of Education 
guidelines.

Union Public Schools ensures that parents/guardians may 
inspect and review any educational records of their child 
maintained at the school.  Such records are kept in limited 
access	confidential	files.		

The Union Public School District Plan for Special Educa-
tion	has	been	filed	with	 the	State	Department	of	Educa-
tion, and copies are available for public inspection in the 
Education Service Center.  Inquiries concerning special 
education programs may be directed to the Special Ser-
vices Director at 918-357-4321.





NON-DISCRIMINATION
The Union School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, age, color, religion, national 
origin, pregnancy, gender, gender expression or identity, sex, sexual orientation, disability, 
genetic information, or veteran status in any of its policies, practices, or procedures.  This 
provision includes, but is not limited to, admissions, employment, and educational services, 
in accordance with all applicable state and federal laws. However, the student’s participation 
rights may be withdrawn for disciplinary reasons, e.g., unbecoming conduct, violation of rules 
or laws, etc.

A viso a los Padres Hispanos

Si usted debe tener necesidad de hablar a alguien en español 
sobre su estudiante, o tiene las preguntas acerca de la política 
escolar, por favor siéntase libre para llamar a Diana Hill por 
el	teléfono	a	357-4324	extensión	7667;	o	usted	pueden	entrar	
para	 visitarla	 en	 su	 oficina.	Nosotros	 esperamos	 que	 esto	 le	
ayudará comunicar con la escuela si usted debe tener cualqui-
er pregunta que involucra a su hijo o hija. Si nosotros podemos 
ser de ayuda en cualquier otra materia, por favor permítanos 
saber.

Union Public Schools
8506 E. 61st Street

Tulsa, OK  74133-1926
918-357-4321

www.unionps.org


