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I write about how we can advance education equity and why we must. 

Ellen Ochoa Elementary School in east Tulsa, Oklahoma. A community schools site and part of Union 

... [+] HOLLIS+ MILLER ARCHITECTS 

President Biden's budget request for the U.S. Department of Education 

includes an investment of $443 million to expand the Full-Service 

Community Schools program. That's more than 10 times the amount 

invested in fiscal year 2021, and for good reason. In his testimony 

presenting the Department's proposed budget, Education Secretary Cardona 

explained, "This program recognizes the role of schools as the centers of our 





a wealthy Quaker woman from Philadelphia) - helped to establish schools 

that not only educated Black children but also provided support to them and 

the local Black community. These Jeanes Teachers held meetings with 

communities to determine their needs and created night schools (known as 

'moonlight schools') where adults learned literacy skills. They also created 

parent associations, land cooperatives, penny savings clubs, mothers' clubs 

and reading circles. (I should note here that the Jeanes Fund was one of the 

four foundations that merged in 1937 to create the Southern Education 

Foundation.) 

Many Jeanes Teachers taught in the Rosenwald Schools, built by Sears 

Roebuck founder Julius Rosenwald to educate African American students in 

the early 1900s. These Rosenwald Schools, which totaled more than 5,000 

across the South, were also built serve the communities those students lived 

Ill. 

In the 196o's and 197o's, community schools emerged in some instances 

around desegregation efforts as a way to unite communities and schools for 

greater service to the neighborhood population. Maier notes that they 

"represented one way to make schools more responsive and accountable to 

Black families." They were also promoted by African American and Puerto 

Rican leaders in the 197o's as vehicles for improving the quality of 

education, creating positive school-community relations, and establishing 

local control of schools. 

The community schools that operate today are built on four evidence-based 

"pillars": 







assessments with students and families to help guide decisions about what 

programs and services to bring to the school site. 

Clearly, this is an approach that requires significant resources, but studies 

show that community schools are a good investment and an effective school 

improvement strategy. The results in Oklahoma bear that out. 

According to Dr. Hartzler, "We now have been at this long enough that we 

have incredible academic and engagement data that speaks to the value of 

investing in the community schools philosophy. This year alone, a good 

number of our valedictorians and salutatorians came from our community 

schools. They began with us in kindergarten and first grade. Of the 28 

students who completed our early college high school program roughly 20 

began in an elementary community school." 

He continued, "Certainly the reason we chose to invest heavily in 

community schools was to address the equity gaps, especially students who 

are underserved and underrepresented. Not all will take advantage of the 

educational activities and opportunities given them, but given the option, we 

know they can flourish. Our goal is 100 percent graduation college and 

career ready. I think it's a game changer for public education if it's done 

right." 

I agree.  

As the President and CEO of the Southern Education Foundation, I lead the organization 

in pursuing its historic mission of advancing educational opportunities for African ... 

Read More 

Reprints & Permissions 

Raymond Pierce 




