
It is my pleasure to bring greetings to the Class of 2022. Welcome also to all the friends and 
family members who have come to witness and celebrate your walk across the stage to become 
Union High School graduates.  

To all our graduates, congratulations for staying the course and completing your degree. You 
made it! Today is a special day – it concludes 13 years of school and is a rite of passage to 
transition you from one of the most important journeys of your life to another. We are very 
proud of each of you in what you have accomplished and that you recognize the transformative 
power of education.  

This is a day about you. This is especially a day for your parents as with joy in their hearts they 
see the culmination of all those years of anxiety, love, panic, hard work, and costs in this 
moment of achievement and success.  

The Class of 2022 has been a great one and has established a stellar reputation and legacy that 
will last. You have become scholars, lived like champions, reached out to help others, and 
honed your talents. The legacy you have left through your teamwork and championships, your 
high levels of volunteerism, and your motivation to achieve – even through a global pandemic - 
has made your class highly respected. You have enhanced the reputation of your school and 
you have embodied what it means to live by the Union Way – excellence in all that we do.  

You, of course, have not done this alone! Each step along the way you have been supported by 
your parents, family, and teachers from Pre-Kindergarten to your senior year, who have made 
you their life’s work. I hope you take the time to personally thank them all as they celebrate 
with you and send you off with their best wishes.  

(Dr. Hartzler stops here to introduce people on the stage.) 

Graduates, all of us have taken different paths to be here tonight.  The same will be true from 
this point on as you set out to pursue your dreams and aspirations.  

Most importantly, is that regardless of your path, your pace, your challenges, your successes, 
you made the decision to finish. If you want continued success in life – continue to finish things.  

We all cast shadows…in the construct of our biographies, we desire to leave a positive mark on 
humanity. That is my hope for each of you. 

Recently more than 600 of you participated in the district’s senior walk. An event where you 
were allowed to go back and visit your elementary school to reflect on those memories and 
visit the students, your former teachers and principal. The walk is indeed a profound 
experience. Many of you stated that you felt like a giant walking in the hallways and that the 
school seemed so very small. The elementary students were in awe of your presence, and truly 
looked at you in amazement as you donned your graduation attire and visited with them. The 
walk not only symbolizes your accomplishment of now becoming a Union graduate, but it is 



also designed to inspire and motivate our younger students. Remember this walk, the shadow 
you cast, and use it to your advantage as you traverse through the minutes of your life.  

But beware of the unforgiving minute.  

Rudyard Kipling, the famed poet, offers up some inspiration through his poem “If,” in which he 
tells us to fill the “unforgiving minute” with 60 seconds’ worth of distance run. This is a great 
line to live by! It suggests that you push yourself to excel, fill your allotted time on earth with 
action, don’t walk passively through this world, because time will have a way of passing you by. 

As you age, our hope is that you learn that the unforgiving minute is your greatest ally, and it is 
not always filled with noise or catching up with what’s happening on social media or Tic Tok. 
The unforgiving minute could also be called the uncomfortable minute. It’s those 60 seconds in 
life when you are between events, and you do not know what to do. These are the moments 
that will either feed your soul or numb your mind. Sometimes it is within the quiet that your 
soul speaks and is the loudest. It is okay to put your phone down at times and embrace – even 
cherish – those times of silence. This is when you might even just find the greatest of 
inspiration.  

If there were ever a time to dare, to make a difference, to embark on something worth doing, it 
is now! Trust in yourself, even when others may be quick to offer up doubt. Believe in the 
power of the human mind. Let your instincts, your intellect, your heart guide you. Persist. 

Each of you owe it to yourself to make your days and the minutes of your life count. It is now up 
to you, and only you, to determine your destiny in life. Life is a distance run in and of itself – 
one that needs to be learned and attended to with the same kind of patience, care, and 
integrity that has gone into shaping you.  

All of us are in essence the timekeepers of our own lives; all of our days contribute to our 
existence; and all of our actions and decisions determine what we can become. Now is the time 
to make a positive difference in this world. Go live a life that makes you, your parents, and your 
teachers proud. Graduates, it is running time…regardless of your pace, or the challenges you 
face, it is now time to run after your destiny. And don’t forget to fill the unforgiving minute with 
60 seconds’ worth of distance for “Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it.”  

Our best wishes will be with you! 

 


