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It is my pleasure to welcome parents, family, and friends 
who have come to honor the Union graduating Class of 
2018.  

To our graduates, congratulations to all of you for staying 
the course and completing your degree. You made it! We 
are very proud of each of you in what you have 
accomplished and that you recognize the power of 
education. This is a day about you. This is also a special 
day for your parents and teachers as they take the time 
to reminisce about how far you have come and express 
their hopes and expectations for your future.  

All of us have taken different paths to be here tonight, 
nothing that you have been through will be wasted. Your 
tenacity and work ethic have driven you to succeed and 
be your best. 

The majority of you are planning to go to college or to 
vocational or military training. That is what we have tried 
to prepare you for, and we are very proud that you are 
headed in that direction. It is particularly exciting to me 
that you understand that, though a high school diploma 
is a very important step, great opportunities today 
require even more education and training. This means 
that our graduates will be fanning out in all directions to 
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continue their educations and contribute the Union spirit 
to build a better world.  

As a class, your legacy includes those things that have set 
you apart as a well-rounded one – stellar academic 
achievement, high levels of community service, national 
recognition in fine arts, athletics, leadership, and caring 
for each other. You certainly have enhanced the 
reputation of your school and you have embodied the 
winning attitude of a Union Redskin. 

You, of course, have not done this alone! Each step along 
the way you have been supported by your parents, 
family, and teachers from Pre-Kindergarten to your 
senior year, who have made you their life’s work. I hope 
you take the time to personally thank them all as they 
celebrate with you and send you off with their best 
wishes. 

It is now my privilege to introduce students and staff on 
stage and in the audience who are a part of the program 
and have also contributed to your success. Though they 
will stand when introduced, please hold your applause 
until all have been recognized.  
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Board Members 

Lisa Ford 

Heather McAdams 

Stacey Roemerman 

Ken Kinnear 

Jeff Bennett – Board of Education President 

Senior Class Principals 

Marla Robinson – Class of 2018 Principal 

Chris Ducker – Alternative School Principal 

 

Class Officers 

Josie Uerling (Er-ling) – Valedictorian Speaker 

Saad Akhtar (Sod Act-tar) – Valedictorian Speaker 

Haley Reniert (Rine-ert) – Senior Class Executive Board 

Savannah Leavitt (Lev-it) – Student Council Executive 
Board 

Erica Dinkel – Senior Class Publicist 

Juliet Roy – Student Council Vice President 

Lauren Granger – Senior Class President 
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Paige Allen – Student Council President 

Kelsey Thompson – Senior Class Vice President 

Katherine Himaya (Him-Eye-Uh) – Student Council Spirit 
Vice President 

Mo Garcia – Senior Class Secretary 

Brooke Posey – Student Council Publicist 

Hannah Tobben (Toe-bin) – Senior Class Treasurer 

Regan Hayworth – Student Council Parliamentarian 

Seated on the Floor 

Martha Embry – Senior Class Advisor 

Dr. Todd Nelson – Sr. Executive Director of Teaching and 
Learning 

Lisa Witcher – Executive Director of Secondary Education 

Dr. Trish Williams – Chief Financial Officer 

Dr. Kathy Dodd – Associate Superintendent of Teaching 
and Learning 

Charlie Bushyhead – Assistant Superintendent of Support 
Services 

Sandi Calvin – Executive Director of Elementary 
Education 
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Chris Payne – Chief Communications Officer 

Gary Pinkerton – Senior Class Advisor 

 

Now you may show your appreciation.  (Applause) 

 

Closing: 

Graduates, it is only natural to be a little afraid of the 
changes and challenges ahead. Get used to it – the fear 
and uncertainty you feel never go away. There may even 
be people who doubt you. And as a very popular song 
says, people may be “wishin and wishin a lot of bad 
things on you.” The good news is that you have the 
freedom to determine your success. It’s not your 
environment or what has happened to you up until this 
point – it is you – the quality of your mind, the integrity 
of your soul, and the determination of your will that will 
decide your future and shape your life. It is your plan! 

If there was ever a time to dare, to make a difference, to 
embark on something worth doing, it is now! Not for any 
grand cause, necessarily – but for something that tugs at 
your heart, something that’s your aspiration, something 
that’s your dream.  
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Unfortunately, you are not going to be able to google or 
ask Alexa or Siri about your future or what is in your 
heart. You – and only you – can determine your destiny 
in life. You owe it to yourself to make your days count. 

Thus, the surest way to predict your future is to build it 
now! Life is a craft in and of itself – one that needs to be 
learned and attended to with the same kind of patience, 
care, and integrity that has gone into shaping you. All of 
us are in essence architects; all of our days are building 
blocks that contribute to the structure of our existence; 
and all of our actions and decisions determine the 
strength, and thus the height, that the edifices of our 
lives can reach. There will be times when you want to 
turn around, pack it up, and call it quits. Those times tell 
you that you are pushing yourself; that you are not afraid 
to try. Persist. Stay the course. Trust in yourself. Let your 
instincts, your intellect, and your heart guide you.  

Believe in the incredible power of the human mind. Be 
courageous, be kind and respectful, and do something 
that makes a difference not only in your life but also in 
the lives of others. Above all, live a life that makes you, 
your parents, your family, and your teachers proud. 
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Each of you has built castles in the air, your work need 
not be lost; that is where they should be. Now go and put 
the foundations under them because we will be “wishin 
and wishin you all a lot of good things.” Congratulations 
Class of 2018! 


