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The  Year  Ahead

Due to supply chain issues, roofing projects 
at Union High School and Andersen were 
delayed. Portions of UHS and the second 
half of Andersen are expected this summer. 

“Back of house” renovations, including 
modernizing the men’s and women’s 
dressing rooms, sinks, and showers, will 
begin in 2022 and continue with the 
next bond. 

New playground equipment at Peters 
Elementary installed by 2022.

Union will implement a new system 
to control energy more efficiently 
in buildings over the next couple 
of years. It will include automatic 
temperature setbacks at unoccupied 
times and controlled settings when 
occupied. The work will begin in 2022. 

The greenhouse project has been relocated 
to Ochoa Elementary (from Sanders Field). 
“Ochoa Elementary has an active gardening 
interest, plus we have land and a storage 
facility, so it made sense to relocate this 
project,” said Bushyhead. 

• Jarman Elementary:  A new air 
conditioning system will be completed 
this summer, as well as lighting, an 
acoustical ceiling, and data and fire 
alarm systems.

• Peters Elementary: Renovations will 
take place in 2023-24. 

• Union High School: “A study has been 
completed, and the scope of work 
is much greater than we originally 
thought,” said Fred Isaacs, Director of 
Construction. “We will dehumidify the 
back of the high school, and there are 
six air handlers in the old section that 
need to be replaced, which will require 
the use of helicopters. Not kidding!” 

Roofing Projects

Located in the former wrestling room, the 
practice facility will have three hitting bays, a 
golf simulator room and a 1,900 square foot 
putting green. All teams will use the indoor 
facility, especially during inclement weather. 
Expected completion: Fall 2022.

Indoor Golf Facility

Performing Arts Center

A Phase II buildout will include the addition of 
a construction classroom and wood shop to 
accommodate growing programs. Ultimately, 
there will be three teachers for Construction 
I – III courses, available to students in grades 
9-12.  A multi-use presentation room will host 
industry leaders and provide space for training 
and professional development. Phase II begins 
in May 2022 and should be completed this 
summer, in time for the start of school. 

Union Innovation Lab

The old gymnastics room at Union High School 
will be reconfigured for volleyball. New coach’s 
and player’s locker rooms, offices, a meeting 
room, updated restrooms, and storage will 
accompany two volleyball courts. 

Gymnastics &  Volleyball

Playground Equipment

Greenhouse at Ochoa

Building Automation 
System

HVAC Projects

Beyond completion of the new Fine Arts/Band Building, there are other 
exciting projects underway in 2022.
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1 Level One Presentation Plan

Dear Union Patrons:  
REACHING – ENGAGING – INSPIRING.  
That is what we aspire to do every day 
when teaching and relating to students 
in our quest for “100% Graduation, 
College and Career Ready.” While this 
proved to be a good theme for this 
year’s Teacher Kick-Off, it’s equally 
descriptive of the physical spaces, 
technology and learning environments 
that are necessary if we are to effectively 
connect with our students.  

I think you will agree: Our physical 
structures are second to none, and for that we make no 
apology. Our kids are worth it.  Look no further than Union 
Collegiate Academy, the Performing Arts Center, the UMAC 
and, of course, our gorgeous new Union Tuttle Stadium.  All 
these public investments are more than dollars spent just on 
bricks and mortar, computers, and technology licenses. In 
choosing to support Union’s bond initiatives, we recognize your 
vote is an investment in our children’s future. 

We greatly appreciate our students, staff, and patrons in these 
challenging times. I appreciate their strength, fortitude, and 
grace as we’ve kept our focus on educating students while 
keeping them and our staff safe. Together, we have much to 
celebrate this last year: 

In March, we honored the first class 
of Union graduates of the EDGE 
(Earn a Degree, Graduate Early) 
pilot program, as they received an 
associate degree along with their 
high school diploma. 

The completion of Phase I of our 
new stadium, nicknamed “The Big 
House” by Coach Kirk Fridrich. 

• Eleven Union High School seniors were named National 
Merit Semifinalists and 14 were awarded with Academic 
Honors from the College Board National Recognition 
Programs. 

• The completion of a new esports arena in the former 
orchestra room at Union High School Freshman Academy 
to accommodate a team of 150 students. 

• The selection of a new mascot for our district, the UNION 
REDHAWKS, by more than 80% of our students in grades 
6-12. 

• The Renegade Regiment 
Marching Band performed in the 
95th Annual Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade in November, after 
being delayed the previous year 
due to the pandemic. 

I hope you enjoy this progress report 
covering Year 4 of our five-year bond. 
We are nearing completion of this 
$128.6 million multi-year bond that 
passed by a wide margin in 2018.  
Thankfully, we have bold leadership 
at the board level and a supportive 
community that is deeply invested in our work. 

Please enjoy this progress report of the work done this year and 
the many great things to come. If there is one thing of which I 
am certain, it is that Union students and staff will continue to 
reach for the stars. 
Sincerely,

Kirt Hartzler, Ed.D., Superintendent

Ellen Ochoa Elementary Construction Phase III and Furniture, Fixtures, and Equipment (FF&E) ................................. $6,600,000
Design Lab at Metro Building Renovation and FF&E...................................................................................................... $3,250,000
Performing Arts Center – Restroom Renovation, Lighting, Sound, and Acoustical Improvements ............................... $1,450,000
District Fine Arts, Athletics, Classroom, and Stadium Renovation and Construction including FF&E  ....................... $42,475,000
Teaching and Learning Instructional Resources (not including Technology for Classrooms) ......................................... $4,750,000
District Exterior and Interior Renovations (includes playgrounds, marquees, and flooring) .......................................... $5,125,000
District Roof Replacements ............................................................................................................................................. $7,500,000
District HVAC Systems Replacements ............................................................................................................................. $7,300,000
District Maintenance and Operations Equipment and Other Capital Improvements .................................................... $8,400,000
Technology Hardware, Software, and Subscriptions ..................................................................................................... $20,575,000
Site and Department Allocations ..................................................................................................................................... $6,850,000
Early Childhood Education Center Purchase Payments .................................................................................................. $2,500,000
Transportation – Buses ..................................................................................................................................................... $4,600,000
Fees, Professional Services, and Contingency ................................................................................................................ $7,200,000

                                                                                           5-YEAR TOTAL ..........................................................  $128,575,000
*Note:  The numbers presented in the table above are estimates.  

5-Year Series Bond (2018 – 2022)
$128.6-Million Proposition at a Glance*
Generously approved by patrons, Union’s historic five-year bond proposal has 

provided $128.6 million for the following projects through 2022.  

The  Year  Ahead

Given the dramatic new profile and transformation of 
Union Tuttle Stadium, it’s hard to believe that the best is 
yet to come. Already underway is the district’s new Fine 
Arts/Band Building that will cap the stadium’s north end 
and provide the backdrop for a new high-definition video 
display. Work will be completed by the second week of 
August, in time for the 2022 football season. 

The one-story, 25,000 square foot building will be the new 
home of Union’s Renegade Regiment. Featuring 20-foot 
ceilings for good acoustics and a large practice room that 
will hold the entire band, there’s also a medium practice 
room, instrument lockers, uniform storage, a ticket booth, 
office space and restrooms. 

On the stadium-facing side of the building will be a striking 
31’ x 55’ 10mm video display manufactured by Watchfire 
Signs of Danville, Illinois. The new video scoreboard is 35 
percent larger than the previous one and provides greater 
flexibility in how it displays content. The virtual scoreboard 
can be programmed to show scores, player photos and 
statistics, animated graphics to fire up the crowd, and live 
video. 

Advertising zones will allow the school to generate ad 
revenue.“We were especially interested in purchasing a 
video board from a company with substantial operations 
in the United States so parts and support would be readily 
available,” said Lee Snodgrass, recently retired director of 
special projects. 

Fine Arts/Band Building: A Race to the Finish
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1 Level One Presentation Plan

Dear Union Patrons:  
REACHING – ENGAGING – INSPIRING.  
That is what we aspire to do every day 
when teaching and relating to students 
in our quest for “100% Graduation, 
College and Career Ready.” While this 
proved to be a good theme for this 
year’s Teacher Kick-Off, it’s equally 
descriptive of the physical spaces, 
technology and learning environments 
that are necessary if we are to effectively 
connect with our students.  

I think you will agree: Our physical 
structures are second to none, and for that we make no 
apology. Our kids are worth it.  Look no further than Union 
Collegiate Academy, the Performing Arts Center, the UMAC 
and, of course, our gorgeous new Union Tuttle Stadium.  All 
these public investments are more than dollars spent just on 
bricks and mortar, computers, and technology licenses. In 
choosing to support Union’s bond initiatives, we recognize your 
vote is an investment in our children’s future. 

We greatly appreciate our students, staff, and patrons in these 
challenging times. I appreciate their strength, fortitude, and 
grace as we’ve kept our focus on educating students while 
keeping them and our staff safe. Together, we have much to 
celebrate this last year: 

In March, we honored the first class 
of Union graduates of the EDGE 
(Earn a Degree, Graduate Early) 
pilot program, as they received an 
associate degree along with their 
high school diploma. 

The completion of Phase I of our 
new stadium, nicknamed “The Big 
House” by Coach Kirk Fridrich. 

• Eleven Union High School seniors were named National 
Merit Semifinalists and 14 were awarded with Academic 
Honors from the College Board National Recognition 
Programs. 

• The completion of a new esports arena in the former 
orchestra room at Union High School Freshman Academy 
to accommodate a team of 150 students. 

• The selection of a new mascot for our district, the UNION 
REDHAWKS, by more than 80% of our students in grades 
6-12. 

• The Renegade Regiment 
Marching Band performed in the 
95th Annual Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade in November, after 
being delayed the previous year 
due to the pandemic. 

I hope you enjoy this progress report 
covering Year 4 of our five-year bond. 
We are nearing completion of this 
$128.6 million multi-year bond that 
passed by a wide margin in 2018.  
Thankfully, we have bold leadership 
at the board level and a supportive 
community that is deeply invested in our work. 

Please enjoy this progress report of the work done this year and 
the many great things to come. If there is one thing of which I 
am certain, it is that Union students and staff will continue to 
reach for the stars. 
Sincerely,

Kirt Hartzler, Ed.D., Superintendent

Ellen Ochoa Elementary Construction Phase III and Furniture, Fixtures, and Equipment (FF&E) ................................. $6,600,000
Design Lab at Metro Building Renovation and FF&E...................................................................................................... $3,250,000
Performing Arts Center – Restroom Renovation, Lighting, Sound, and Acoustical Improvements ............................... $1,450,000
District Fine Arts, Athletics, Classroom, and Stadium Renovation and Construction including FF&E  ....................... $42,475,000
Teaching and Learning Instructional Resources (not including Technology for Classrooms) ......................................... $4,750,000
District Exterior and Interior Renovations (includes playgrounds, marquees, and flooring) .......................................... $5,125,000
District Roof Replacements ............................................................................................................................................. $7,500,000
District HVAC Systems Replacements ............................................................................................................................. $7,300,000
District Maintenance and Operations Equipment and Other Capital Improvements .................................................... $8,400,000
Technology Hardware, Software, and Subscriptions ..................................................................................................... $20,575,000
Site and Department Allocations ..................................................................................................................................... $6,850,000
Early Childhood Education Center Purchase Payments .................................................................................................. $2,500,000
Transportation – Buses ..................................................................................................................................................... $4,600,000
Fees, Professional Services, and Contingency ................................................................................................................ $7,200,000

                                                                                           5-YEAR TOTAL ..........................................................  $128,575,000
*Note:  The numbers presented in the table above are estimates.  

5-Year Series Bond (2018 – 2022)
$128.6-Million Proposition at a Glance*
Generously approved by patrons, Union’s historic five-year bond proposal has 

provided $128.6 million for the following projects through 2022.  

The  Year  Ahead

Given the dramatic new profile and transformation of 
Union Tuttle Stadium, it’s hard to believe that the best is 
yet to come. Already underway is the district’s new Fine 
Arts/Band Building that will cap the stadium’s north end 
and provide the backdrop for a new high-definition video 
display. Work will be completed by the second week of 
August, in time for the 2022 football season. 

The one-story, 25,000 square foot building will be the new 
home of Union’s Renegade Regiment. Featuring 20-foot 
ceilings for good acoustics and a large practice room that 
will hold the entire band, there’s also a medium practice 
room, instrument lockers, uniform storage, a ticket booth, 
office space and restrooms. 

On the stadium-facing side of the building will be a striking 
31’ x 55’ 10mm video display manufactured by Watchfire 
Signs of Danville, Illinois. The new video scoreboard is 35 
percent larger than the previous one and provides greater 
flexibility in how it displays content. The virtual scoreboard 
can be programmed to show scores, player photos and 
statistics, animated graphics to fire up the crowd, and live 
video. 

Advertising zones will allow the school to generate ad 
revenue.“We were especially interested in purchasing a 
video board from a company with substantial operations 
in the United States so parts and support would be readily 
available,” said Lee Snodgrass, recently retired director of 
special projects. 

Fine Arts/Band Building: A Race to the Finish



Press Box Level Space – 5,842 sq. ft.
Substantial upgrades were made to the press box to accommodate the needs of sports-
casters in the 21st century. Not only was the space made ADA (Americans with Disabilities 
Act) compliant, but restrooms were added, and more abundant space provided for the news 
media, but also for visiting and home coaches. Associate Superintendent Charlie Bushyhead 
said, “The sight lines from inside the press box couldn’t get any better. ‘
The sliding glass windows enable you to feel like you’re in the game.” 

Esports Arena at Union Freshman Academy 

In October, Union unveiled its new esports arena at the Freshman Acade-

my, a redesign of the former orchestra room. “When we hosted our first 

tryouts for this season, the response was strong, with more than 150 stu-

dents showing up,” said Todd Borland, executive director of Information 

Technology. “We really needed a permanent space given the high level of 

interest.” The esports team is a competitive event and is not an after-school 

club. Union Public Schools launched the Oklahoma Esports League (OeSL) 

– the first high school-sponsored league of its kind in Oklahoma – in part-

nership with nine other school districts across the state a few years ago. 

Earlier this month, the Oklahoma Secondary School Activities Association 

(OSSAA) voted to make esports a championship activity. “The buildout 

by square footage was not very expensive,” said Charlie Bushyhead. “We 

added a few walls, painted, and turned two closets into gaming areas. Most 

of the work was done internally by the IT and Construction teams. The cost 

of the technology was negligible, as we already had most of the machines.”  

At the open house, the esports athletes showed off the new facility to their 

parents and there was open game play for Smash, Madden, Rocket League 

and League of Legends. 

Baseball Field
Work on the baseball field has been completed, with the 
installation of artificial turf, improved drainage and true 
dugouts, like the major leagues.“We decided while we were 
there to do it right, the Union way, adding a Champion wall,” 
said Bushyhead. “With the turf and improved drainage, you 
can play on it 30 minutes after the rain stops.” New video 
scoreboards and lighting, as well as parking and paving 
renovations will be included in the next bond issue. 

Concourse Level – 8,466 sq. ft.
• Two concession spaces
• Women’s and men’s restrooms
• Two family restrooms
• Two ticket booths

The reviews are in, and Union’s Tuttle Stadium, in its new form, is an unqualified hit. All the blood, sweat and 
tears poured into reimagining the 45-year-old stadium for the 21st century have been met with thunderous 
approval. In fact, three Tulsa World sports reporters unanimously selected Union’s “Big House” (nicknamed 
by Coach Kirk Fridrich) as their choice for No. 1 high school football stadium in the state.  

“Our kids are worthy, and they’re deserving of this,” said Superintendent Kirt Hartzler. “I’m never going to 
apologize for building these great facilities for our kids.” Associate Superintendent Charlie Bushyhead is 
very pleased with how it turned out. “The whole feel when you walk out of the concourse into the seating 
area, it’s all first class. I don’t feel like I’ve been in a nicer high school stadium.” 

He said the openness came out of tours of Arrowhead Stadium. “When we talked with architects, we 
mentioned that openness. You are enclosed under a roof but walk into a lit seating area.  It really makes for 
a grand entrance and feels like you’re in an arena.” 

With seating capacity at 9,748 seats, there are upper and lower decks on the home (west) side, as well as 
a press box with hospitality and meeting space. New athletic turf with redesigned end zones were added, 
as well as new goal posts. Even the east side has been refurbished for visiting spectators, and there are 
remarkable amenities for Union football and wrestling athletes. 

The 580 days it took to complete Phase I of the stadium were not without challenges. “Because we were 
expanding the footprint of the west bleachers and adding the band building, the entire campus’s utilities 
ran through that corner,” said Bushyhead. “Trying to move those in preparation for construction – all while 
keeping the school running on an active school site with 3,400 students and vehicular traffic – was very 
difficult. But we made it, due to the extraordinary efforts of Dewberry and Crossland Construction.”

Bond Dollars at Work
Scan with your phone’s camera or 
visit Apple or Google App stores to 
download a free QR code reader.
Or visit the Union Public Schools 
channel on YouTube. 

Watch Video

New wrestling/weight room: 
Located on the field level, beneath the stadium, 
these spaces are now an adequate size to support 
the number of athletes using those spaces. 
At the time of the initial planning, there was no girl’s 
wrestling team, but that has changed dramatically. 
Girl’s wrestling is now Union’s fastest-growing sport. 
Fortunately, architects and designers had the 
foresight to create a second locker room, so we can 
fully accommodate this change with a separate 
locker room and practice areas. 

SPECS:  Field Level Space – 33,981 sq. ft.
Wrestling Room
• Five 40’ x 42’ wrestling mats
• Girls’ Team – office space and locker room
• Boys’ Team – office space and locker room

Weight Room
• 60 yards x 10 yards artificial turf practice space
• 12,171 sq. ft. exercise space
• 26 weightlifting stations with a center              

sprint/run area
• 9th grade visitor’s locker loom
• Training/nourishment room
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The  Year  Ahead

Due to supply chain issues, roofing projects 
at Union High School and Andersen were 
delayed. Portions of UHS and the second 
half of Andersen are expected this summer. 

“Back of house” renovations, including 
modernizing the men’s and women’s 
dressing rooms, sinks, and showers, will 
begin in 2022 and continue with the 
next bond. 

New playground equipment at Peters 
Elementary installed by 2022.

Union will implement a new system 
to control energy more efficiently 
in buildings over the next couple 
of years. It will include automatic 
temperature setbacks at unoccupied 
times and controlled settings when 
occupied. The work will begin in 2022. 

The greenhouse project has been relocated 
to Ochoa Elementary (from Sanders Field). 
“Ochoa Elementary has an active gardening 
interest, plus we have land and a storage 
facility, so it made sense to relocate this 
project,” said Bushyhead. 

• Jarman Elementary:  A new air 
conditioning system will be completed 
this summer, as well as lighting, an 
acoustical ceiling, and data and fire 
alarm systems.

• Peters Elementary: Renovations will 
take place in 2023-24. 

• Union High School: “A study has been 
completed, and the scope of work 
is much greater than we originally 
thought,” said Fred Isaacs, Director of 
Construction. “We will dehumidify the 
back of the high school, and there are 
six air handlers in the old section that 
need to be replaced, which will require 
the use of helicopters. Not kidding!” 

Roofing Projects

Located in the former wrestling room, the 
practice facility will have three hitting bays, a 
golf simulator room and a 1,900 square foot 
putting green. All teams will use the indoor 
facility, especially during inclement weather. 
Expected completion: Fall 2022.

Indoor Golf Facility

Performing Arts Center

A Phase II buildout will include the addition of 
a construction classroom and wood shop to 
accommodate growing programs. Ultimately, 
there will be three teachers for Construction 
I – III courses, available to students in grades 
9-12.  A multi-use presentation room will host 
industry leaders and provide space for training 
and professional development. Phase II begins 
in May 2022 and should be completed this 
summer, in time for the start of school. 

Union Innovation Lab

The old gymnastics room at Union High School 
will be reconfigured for volleyball. New coach’s 
and player’s locker rooms, offices, a meeting 
room, updated restrooms, and storage will 
accompany two volleyball courts. 

Gymnastics &  Volleyball

Playground Equipment

Greenhouse at Ochoa

Building Automation 
System

HVAC Projects

Beyond completion of the new Fine Arts/Band Building, there are other 
exciting projects underway in 2022.
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