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Redskins Bring Home the Gold Ball Again 
Proving to skeptics it truly is a power
house football team, Union pummeled 
Jenks - the team most sports analysts 
had predicted would prevail - to win the 
6A State Championship for the second 
year in a row. In fact, the Tulsa World 
called Union's 52-19 win on December 
4 "the largest blowout in the seven title 
showdowns .between the teams." 

"You couldn't ask for anything better," 
said Union coach Kirk Fridrich ab out 
avenging Union's only loss .of 27-25 to 
Jenks in Week Two. 

Chase Boyce, who accounted for three 
of the touchdowns, was the first Union 
quarterback to start two championship 
wins. "It's an awesome feeling, but it's 
more about the team," Boyce said. "I've 
been on two great teams.'' The Redskins, 
who have captured six state champion
ships overall, also won back-to-hack ti
ties in 2004 and 2005. 

them on a High School tour, and made 
them featured guests at the Red Zone for 
a play-off game. 

2010 ACT Class Dates 
ACT Eight-Night Class Prep Course 

March 8, 10, 22 , 24, 29, 31, 
April 5 & 7 

Cost is $75.00 and payment 
is due by March 3, 2010. 

Classes are 6:00-8:00 p.m. at UHS 

ACT Super Saturday 
jan. 23 -Payment due by jan. 20 

March 27- Payment due by March 24 
Cost is $20.00 ... 

Classes are 9:00 a.m.-4:00p.m. at UHS 
Lunch on your own from 12-1:00 p .m. 

- 'fo register-eall Pam B-yers 
357-7115 or e-mail 

byers.pamela@unionps.org 

Ed Payton to Retain 
Board Seat 

Zone 5 Board mem
ber Ed Payton drew 
no challengers dur
ing the December 7-9 
Board of Education 
filing period and will, 
therefore, serve an
other five-year term. 
Superintendent Dr. 
Cathy Burden praised Ed Payton 

Payton for his outstanding past service 
as well as his willingness to continue. 

Payton was originally elected in 2005 
and has served as a trustee of the Union 
Schools Education Foundation and a 
member of the Long-Range Planning 
Committee. He is Chief Operations Offi
cer / Genel'al-GG.J.msgl-JGl'-Ge-k..b.ri ty A ttrac 
tions. Payton has four children, one cur
rently attending Union Schools and two 
who graduated from Union. 

Union has proudly displayed its cham
pionship banners by the football locker 
room but never had a banner for 1963, 
an oversigh~ Union corrected in Novem
ber by honoring the Class C champs with 
a banner made from the 1963 team's 
yearbook picture. Union recognized for
mer players at a fall pep assembly, took 

Union is Sharing the Warmth 

The PTA's stepped up efforts to distrib
u te coats, jeans, hoodies, gloves, shirts, 
and even blankets through its Klothes 
Kloset program couldn't have been more 
welcome than they have been this winter. 
The program even provided coats to stu-

The Union Color Guard lines up along a float for the Citrus Bowl parade in Orlando, 
girls and the Renegade Regiment Band marched on December 30 in the prestigious parade which 
was broadcast nationally on New Year's Day. During their visit, students toured three Disney-themed 
parks, Universal and Cocoa Beach. 

dents who showed up without them at 
school on some of the coldest, subfreez
ing days of the year. 

Schools conducted drives, and groups 
like Porn and Cheerleaders joined the 
cause. The Klothes Kloset program helps 
Union families in need from a room at 
the High School and a clothing-filled bus 
that visits schools on a regular basis. To 
find out how you can donate your gently 
used clothes, go to the PTA page under 
the Parents section at www.unionps.org. 

Jarman hosted a coat drive for its stu
dents and participated in the "Share the 
Warmth" clothing program coordinated 
by Channel 6 in january. 

QuikTrip donated 26 gently-used coats, 
153 new coats, 260 new pairs of gloves, 
and 144 new hats to Rosa Parks students. 
Meanwhile, the Knittin' Kittens - part of 
the Retired Senior Volunteer Program -
passed ou t scarves and hats they had 
made to every student and staff member 
at Grove. Now that 's a warm and fu zzy 
feeling! 



Page 2 -----------------------'------------- January-February, 2010 

Change Is On the Way for the Communicator Planning a Fun Way to Top 
Off Graduation Festivities Starting with the March issue, Union's 

districtwide newsletter will sport a great 
new look and contain more stories than 
ever! An agreement with Franklin Design 
Print Mail will enable Union to publish 
a larger, full-color magazine - up to 48 
pages - on a monthly basis rather than 
every two months, as is the current 
schedule. We will distribute it to every 
student and employee in the district, and 
make stacks of the publication available 
at area businesses (restaurants, conve
nience stores, etc.). 

Glitz Turned 
to Gold 
for the 
Union 

Foundation 

The Union Schools Education Fonndation 
raised almost $86,000 during the No
vember 7 auction and dinner - the sec
ond highest amount on record - with net 
earnings exceeding $66,000. 

The theme was "Putting on the Glitz," 
and the auction did just that, said Foun-

- dation Pr.esidenLEatrick. Co.y~e.._Auction 
chairwoman DeAnn Magness and her 
team auctioned off many great items in
cluding a trip to Atlantis in the Bahamas 
and gift baskets made by the schools. 

The Foundation also raised more than 
$5,000 for its "Fill the Need" cause to 
benefit the I Care Holiday Project. 

"Even in the current down economy, our 
trustees, community partners, parents, 
teachers, administration, students, and 
district staff have stepped up to support 
this event, which raised a large amount 
of money for the Teacher Grants Pro
gram and the Foundation Endowment," 
Coyle said. 

"With the funds raised, we may continue 
to put money into the classroom now 
and in the future, for programs which 
cannot be funded through regular dis
trict sources." 

On the Cover 
Celebration time! Brandishing the 
Gold Ball trophy, the Redskins football 
team celebrates its 52-19 wallop over 
jenks in the state championship De
cember 4. It was the second consecu
tive year Union has beaten jenks in the 
finals. Photo by High School teacher 
Amy Riker. 

Franklin is an established publisher 
based in Muskogee, Oklahoma. In the 
last two years it has begun designing, 
printing, and distributing district news
letters it calls MY Magazine for public 
schools such as Muskogee, Owasso, and 
Coweta/Wagoner. 

The company S(j)licits local advertising 
to pay for the publications and handles 
distribution, which saves districts ever
growing printing and mailing costs. 

Be watching for the new and improved 
edition next month! Let us know what 
you think and if you'd like to advertise 
by contacting Gretchen Haas-Bethell, 
Executive Director of Communications 

haasbetbeli.gretchen@unionps.org. 
We will pass the information along to 
Franklin. 

This year's Graduation Celebration Cor. 
mittee is planning a bigger and better all
night event for Union High School gradu
ates May 14 at Incredible Pizza starting 
at 10:30 p.m. To that end, the commit
tee is seeking donations from individuals 
or companies to pay rental costs and to 
fund prizes students can use at college 
or jobs. 

They encourage senior parents to volun
teer as chaperones. JunioF parents are 
also inviited to "shadow" senior parents 
to learn how the event is handled. Moms 
and dads of juniors will work the event 
between 10:30 p.m. and midnight to al
low senior parents to enjoy the early 
hours with their kids. If you would like 
to volunteer, shadow, or donate, please 
contact Pam Yarwood at 625-5139. 

Union Becomes a Record-Breaking Giver 

A big supporter of the 
Tulsa Area United Way, 
Union Schools exceeded 
its goal this year of raising 
$177,000, while raising the 
most money among all the 
other education institutions 
- including local universi
ties - in the Tulsa area. 

Superintendent Dr. Calhy 
Burden thanked everyone 
for their donations and effort and singled 
out praise for Susan Crowder, Director of 
Federal Programs, who coordinated this 
year's drive. 

"Susan Crowder performed an outstand
ing job reminding us of the need to dig 

deep into our pockets - dur
ing a time of economic un
certainty - and give to the 
United Way which serves 
families within our own 
school district," Burden 
said. 

Every school site included 
employees who donated 
more than $500 - a total of 
92 Key Club members. In

termediate High School raised the most 
money, generating $14,742, followed · 
the 6'h /7'h Grade Center and Moore. Bria 
glen, Grove, and Clark generated the larg
est increases in giving. Along with Moore, 
Darnaby and Andersen raised the most 
money among the elementaries. 
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• Sixth grader Steph
anie Shea McClellan 

attended the Junior Na
tional Young Leaders Con

ference in Washington, D.C., 
in the fall. The conference of-

• fered students the opportunity 
to learn about past leaders and 
focus on social advocacy. 

• High School students Brit
T tany Brown and Hillary Holt 
T were selected to be members of 

the 2009-2010 State Superinten-
dent's Student Advisory Council. 

• The High School Red Cross Club 
participated in a national taste 
test on food the AmerJcan Red 

Cross is considering using for disaster 
relief efforts. 

• The 8'h Grade Center topped area 
schools in the 13'11 annual essay contest 
sponsored by the Desk and Derrick Club of 
Tulsa with 16 finalists out of 554 entrants. 
Union's Rachel McAllister placed first. 

• Boevers' Jacy Hubartt was part of a 
aailceeiiSemble that won first place fn Fox 
23's local So You Think You Can Dance 
televised mmpetition. They performed a 
number to Little Shop of Horrors. 

• 1988 Union graduate Domino Ire
land took the top prize in the Pillsbury 
Pet-Ritz Pie Baking Championship at the 
North Carolina State Fair. 

• Kyle Stauffer, 1998 Unton graduate 
and son of High School Principal Dave 
Stauffer, designed all of the concert video 
and lights for the rock group Kiss. When 
Kiss performed in Tulsa in December, 
Stauffer was featured on local television. 

• Dr. Valarie Jernigan, 1993 Union grad
uate and daughter of retired 6/7 Grade 
Center Assistant Principal Helen . Elliott, 
has received the "2010 Grant Award for 
the California Documentary Project." CDP 
supports films and new media which high
light the California experience. Jernigan's 
film Forty Winters won this year's highest 
award and was featured on PBS. 

the Communicator 
The Communicator is published bi-monthly with ex
tra issues in October and january by Union Public 
Schools, 8506 E. 6Jst Street, Tulsa, OK 74133-1926. It 
is issued to patrons of the Union Public School District 
free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is Superintendent 
of Schools. Gretchen Haas-Bethel/ is Communications 
Executive Director/ Editor. The Communicator staff in
cludes Andy Erwin, janie Froman, Beverly Thummel, 
a'!d Mike Vore. Send address changes to The Commu·, 
mcaror, 8506 E. 61st Street, Tulsa, OK 74133-1926, or 
call 357-6015. 

Students Giving Back to The Community 

Union Schools always 
excels in academics 
and athletics, but it 
also shines when it 
comes to giving back 
to the community 
and exercising the 
Character Counts! 
trait of "Caring." 

In the most promi
nent example, be
sides Union's United 
Way drive (see p. 2), 
Drag-Free Youth and 
the district collected 
$48,000 for the an
nual I Care Holiday 
Project, which ben
efited 93 5 families. 

Boevers fifth grade Student Council members, pictured left to right, 
Scotty Goodson, ]ace Wright, Oscar Palacios, Nathan Bell, Haley Fisher, 
Elizabeth Saldivar, and Amy Bustos spell out the word "cans" with some 
of 1,387 cans they helped collect for the Salvation Army. 

"This year, we purchased gifts for 1,857 
students," Student Assistance Program 
coordinator Danny Williams said. "Peo
ple Featly worked hard to raise the mon
ey, shop, wrap, and distribute the gifts," 
Williams explained. 

Many helped the hungry. Peters spon
sored a "We CAN Care" drive, collect
ing 1,800 cans; Boevers collected 1,387 
items; Clark donated 897 items; and 
eighth graders rounded up 1,785 items. 
Briarglen and Cedar Ridge hosted simila:r 
drives. 

Jarman collected food for the Salvation 
Army, quarters for I Care, and coins for 
the ·Blue Star Moms' packages for troops 
fighting overseas. The Union baseball 
team also snpported Blue Star Moms and 
donated baseball gloves. The team later 
visited St. Francis Children's Hospital to 
deliver gifts for the 10'h straight year. 

Sixth graders wrote let
ters to Santa Claus as 
part of the Make a Wish 
Foundation. For each 
letter submitted, Ma
cy's donated a dollar. 

High School teach
er Deena Shelton's 
homeroom students 
adopted a BoeveFs first 
grade class and gave 
away candy, pencils, 
erasers, and books. 
Kyle Fridrich's home
room raised $235 to 
help classmates attend 
the Special Olympics in 
Stillwater this spring. 

In Monica Bradford's High School home
room, students constructed paper pop
pies for a local veterans' center. Similarly, 
Andersen students created Thanksgiving 
table centerpieces for Forest Hills Retire
ment Center. 

Support Efforts 
Heat Up in the Cold 

When winter brought ice and snow to 
Tulsa over the winter break, Union crews 
remained on the job to remove the wintry 
mess in time for school January 4. 

What's more, the crews performed the 
task without having to pay excessive 
overtime thanks to the vision of Hassan 
Yekzaman, director of Facility Services. 
Heeding the weather forecasts, Yekza
man outlined a plan with employees who 
agreed to work over the holiday break 
in exchange for taking off work at other 
times. 
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Redskins Bring Home the Gold Ball Again 
Proving to skeptics it truly is a power
house football team, Union pummeled 
Jenks - the team most sports analysts 
had predicted would prevail - to win the 
6A State Championship for the second 
year in a row. In fact, the Tulsa World 
called Union's 52-19 win on December 
4 "the largest blowout in the seven title 
showdowns .between the teams." 

"You couldn't ask for anything better," 
said Union coach Kirk Fridrich ab out 
avenging Union's only loss .of 27-25 to 
Jenks in Week Two. 

Chase Boyce, who accounted for three 
of the touchdowns, was the first Union 
quarterback to start two championship 
wins. "It's an awesome feeling, but it's 
more about the team," Boyce said. "I've 
been on two great teams.'' The Redskins, 
who have captured six state champion
ships overall, also won back-to-hack ti
ties in 2004 and 2005. 
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filing period and will, 
therefore, serve an
other five-year term. 
Superintendent Dr. 
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member of the Long-Range Planning 
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rently attending Union Schools and two 
who graduated from Union. 
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a banner made from the 1963 team's 
yearbook picture. Union recognized for
mer players at a fall pep assembly, took 
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The PTA's stepped up efforts to distrib
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welcome than they have been this winter. 
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The Union Color Guard lines up along a float for the Citrus Bowl parade in Orlando, 
girls and the Renegade Regiment Band marched on December 30 in the prestigious parade which 
was broadcast nationally on New Year's Day. During their visit, students toured three Disney-themed 
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dents who showed up without them at 
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ing days of the year. 

Schools conducted drives, and groups 
like Porn and Cheerleaders joined the 
cause. The Klothes Kloset program helps 
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Warmth" clothing program coordinated 
by Channel 6 in january. 
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passed ou t scarves and hats they had 
made to every student and staff member 
at Grove. Now that 's a warm and fu zzy 
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