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Union Using New Concussion Software 
Management Tool During Football 

A knock on the head is a serious matter 
- especially if you get sacked by a charg
ing 250-lb. linebacker during a hig~y 
competitive Union football game. While 
physical effects from a possible co:ncus
sion might be obvious, such as confu
sion, sometimes the effects are too subtle 
to immediately notice, such as memory 
loss. 

In an effort to safeguard the health of 
football players, Dr. Keith Stanley and 
certified athletic trainer Dan Newman 
are using a new software tool - the Im
PACT Concussion Management- to mon
itor signs of concussions. Union is only 
one of a few high schools in the area that 
have access to such an important tooL 

because soccer is considered a collision 
sport as weJil, NeWllilan said. For more in
formation, visit http://www.impacttest. 
com. 

Coach's Show Expands 

In case you missed the big football game, 
you can always catch the highlights by 
watching the weekly Union Football 
Coach's Show with coach Kirk Fridrich 
and host Kevin Ward of 97.1 "The Sports 

AnimaL" 

"This is the first year we are using this 
tool," said Newman, who conducted base
line tests of all the athletes over the sum
mer. During the summer, the students 
went into a mini-lab, logged onto the Im
PACT web site and participated in a se
ries of tests that gauged their responses 
and reactions to a number of questions. 
The data will serve as a reference point. 

Football Coach Kirk Fridrich and Kevin Ward of97.1 "The Sports 
Animal" host the weekly Coach's Show. 

The show, produced and 
directed by Union TV 
Production Manager Andy 
Erwin, includes post game 
interviews, statistics, and 
features , all of which is 
produced in-house by the 
Video Production Class, 
teacher Ed Taylor, and 
Erwin. The Union Football 
Coach's Show can be seen 
weekly at 7 p.m. Tuesday on 
Cox Channel 3 or anytim 
via the district web site. Fm 
other times and a link to tht 
shows, visit the Athletics 
section at www.unionps.org. 

During games, Stanley and Newman will 
monitor and treat athletes suspected of 
head injuries. Depending on the sever
ity of the injury, the player may or not 
be sent back into the game. The ImPACT 
testing comes into play, later, within the 
next 24 to 48 hours. 

The injured athlete will retake the Im
PACT test, Newman said, and his re
sponses will be evaluatecl against his ear
lier test to determine if there are changes 
to his cognitive thinking and the next 
course of action. 

"Because of ImPACT, we will have a bet
ter understanding of the neuro-psycho
logical component for our athletes," 
Newman said. The state-of-the-art tool 
is used by the National Football League, 
other national sports, colleges, and high 
schools across the country. 

This fall, girls and boys in soccer will 
take baseline tests for the same purposes 

Union Named 
School of the Year 

for 
Athletics Program 

For the second consecutive year, Union 
Public Schools was named School of 
the Year for having the best athletics 
program in Oklahoma in the 1Oth Annual 
Coaches Aid School of the Year title in 
Class 6A. 

In fact, Union utterly dominated all 
other schools i:n the ranking, earning 
a whopping 141 points. Its closest 
competitor- Jenks with 109 points- was 
the only other school to receive more 
than 100 points. 

Coaches Aid lauded Union's consistency 
throughout its athletic progFam, which 
included state titles in wrestling, track 
and football and high team finishes in 
eight other sports. The School of the Year 
awards is a system created by Coaches 
Aid in order to determine which schools 
in each classification have the best all
around athletic programs each year. 

A new - yet familiar -
voice is also sharing 
screen time with 
Fridrich as the voice 
of OU football John 
Brooks becomes 
the voice of Union 
Redsk.ins football on 
a new weekly radio 
show Wednesday 
nights on KYAL FM 97.1. john Brooks 

Brooks, who announced Sooner football 
for 13 seasons and is known for his 
"Jiminy Christmas" call, is also covering 
all regular-season and postseason 
games for the defending Class 6A State 
Champion Redskins on KY AL. His color 
analyst partner will be Ward, who is 
also the KY AL sports director. Longtime 
Union sideline reporter Doc Blevins will 
continue in that role. 

Ward says, "Our mission here at 'Th 
Animal,' is to bring our listeners the ver) 
best and with John Brooks, we'll givt._ 
Union football fans the best!" Brooks 
will also appear on "The Sports Animal" 
each Tuesday and Thursday during the 
football season. 
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Camp is available to all Union students 
kindergarten thru fifth grade during 
fall and spring breaks, the summer, and 
professional days. 

You must pre-enroll and pre-pay in 
order to attend. Enrollment is lil:nited 
to 150 students. Turn in enrollment 
forms immediately to the Education 
Service Center, Finance Office when you 
complete them. Watch for flyers to 
come home with your child. Information 
will also be available closer t0 the time 
of each individual camp on the Union 
Public Schools web site, (www.unionps. 
m:g) under the "Peaching and Learning, 
Elementary Schools, Extended Day 
Program tabs. 

Fall Break- October 14-16, 2009 
3 days at Jefferson - $ 75.00 

Professional Day- January IS, 2010 
1 day at Peters - $ 25.00 

Martin Luther King Day -jan. 18, 2010 
1 day at Peters- $25.00 

Spring Break- March 15-19,2010 
5 days at Jarman- $125.00 

Summer Camp - june 1 - July 30, 20 10* 
at Moore 

*Actual Summer Camp dates will depend on the 
number of snow days used and the actual last 
day of school. 

On the Cover 
Teacher Xiaoyan Wu is bringing Chinese 
to Union I-High and High School as part 
of a new program sponsored through 
the University of Oklahoma-Tulsa. OU 
is home to a Confucius Institute and 
the Oklahoma Institute for Teaching 
East Asia (OKITEA). Pictured with her 
are sophomore Yang Yang, from China 
mainland, senior Caitlin Goforth and 
sophomore Kuwn Yu (Allen) Shih, from 
Taiwan. The red sign says "Union 
1-High and High School's Chinese class 
is ... " while the yellow sign says, "Cool, 
Awesome, Fantastic!" 

Check Out Our New Communications Tools for Parents 

In keeping with the latest advances in 
technology, Union is making it easier for 
parents to monitor student progress and 
school information. 

Teachers now have 'their own web pages 
at www.unionps.org. Each page contains 
contact information for the teacher 
biographical information, and a clas~ 
schedule. Some may post homework, 
expectations, or links to other sites they 
are using in their classrooms. A list of 
all staff withe-mails and web pages may 
be found on each of the school pages, 
or parents may search for a specific 
teacher using the staff directory under 
the "District" section. 

Parent Online is another web-based tool 
that allows parents to monitor grades 
from any computer with Internet access. 
It is a password-protected link on the 
district's web site under the "Parents" 
section that also allows them to monitor 
assignments, schedules, and attendance. 

And thirdly, Union operates a phone 
messaging service to alert you of news 
or information. about your student or 
school. For your convenience, Union has 
als0 added a district phone message 
replay line where you can access recent 
messages sent to you by the district and/ 
or the school your student(s) attend(s). 

The Union Connect-ED Message Lin 
is 357-9748. The system searches tb 
data base by the phone number of the 
telephone you use to call the message 
l!ine and gives you the choice of the last 
nine messages sent to that phone. 

To ensure you receive these important 
messages, please make sure you notify 
us when your phone number or e-mail 
address changes. Contact our Enrollment 
Center at 357-6150 or 357-6154. 

The message line is also the number to 
use if you do not have students in the 
district and we are calling you by mistake. 
Simply leave your number and a request 
that it be removed from our list. 

Miss the Call? 

If 

schools, 
replay! 

sed an automated 
· ct or one of our 

ways hear a 

Just call 1-8 -Re layl. 
That's 1-877-737-5291. 

The local number 
is 357-9748. 

Ninety-six teachers participated in the annual New Teacher Induction at the Education Service 
Center coordinated by Lisa Witcher, director of professional development. During the annual 
orientation, teachers learn about the district's programs, benefits, and that "Union attitude" that 
makes the district excel. 

September-October 2009 ............................................................................................................................................. Page 11 

The Church At Battle 
Creek this summer 

partnered with Rosa 
Parks Elementary School 
for operation Clean Slate 

- a combination of Extreme 
Make Over and Clean Sweep -

• by selecting the homes of 
five Rosa Parks families and 

making over the houses as well as 
working with the families. 

T Varsity football players also 
T helped in the remodels and a 

block party was held afterwards. 
The program tries not only to 
make physical improvements but 
to make personal connections 
in the families' lives as well. The 

program is overseen by Denise Lopez, 
director of women's ministries, who is 
also active in PTA. 

Rosa Parks fifth graders Wendy 
Cervantes and john Wu and Shea Elby, 
committee chairperson and volunteer 
for the Global Gardens project, were 
eatured on the cover of the Junior 
•.eague Summer Gusher issue for a 
feature story on the program. Global 
Gardens is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to empowering students 
and communities through hands-on
science education. Elby said it was a 
chance to highlight Community Schools 
and promote their efforts with area 
foundations. 

Senior Kristopher Billingsley published 
the book Surviving High School: A Guide 
for Introverts in July, now available on 
Amazon. Principal Dave Stauffer said 
"Kris is a great student and is cur~entl; 
ranked in the top 2 5 percent of his class." 

Kenzie Chabino took up Jarman 
Principal Patti Pitcock's "challenge 
of learning" which led to the book 
- The Ultimate Dream-A Child's Gift 
Giving journey - co-authored by her 
mother, Heather Chabino. Pitcock said 
"Instead of smothering her daughte; 
with material gifts, her mom charted 
out a course two summers ago in 
which Kenzie accepted a challenge as 
the 'gift' for different services in and 
around Tulsa - volunteering with Big 
Jrothers, nursing homes, churches, l.. .1ospitals, and so forth. Kenzie gave 

each entity a gift from herself of service, 
homemade cards, tutoring time, time 
with the elderly, helping to feed the 
hungry." Singer Carrie Underwood 

even recognized Kenzie, now in sixth 
grade, and met with her backstage at a 
concert in Connecticut. "I have the picture 
in my office," Pitcock said, proudly. For 
information, visit ultimatedreambook.com. 

Union and Family and Children Services 
hosted a cyber-bullying conference 
September 26 at the UMAC, focusing on 
issues related to text messaging, e-mail, 
and social networking sites. Preventing 
all forms of bullying remains a key 
lesson throughout Union; at Boevers, for 
example, Kids on the Block puppeteers 
from the Parent-Child Center of Tulsa 
presented a no-bullying play. 

Alternative teachers Harriet Chenault 
and Melissa Wyatt were the featured 
entertainers for the re-opening of Heller 
Theatre at Henthorne Park on Aug. 28. 

Grove fifth grade teacher Tiffany 
Bolding received a grant for more than 
$2,000 from Cox Connects Foundations 
to support her in bringing the "Zooming 
in on Scienee" program to Grove. This 
grant will allow the students to utilize 
microscopes and educational pre-made 
slides. During the summer, Bolding also 
attended the Colonial Williamsburg Institute 

Schedule of Progress Reports 
and Report Cards Announced 

In an effort to communicate to parents 
about the academic progress of their 
children, Union will send out 

progress reports in ad-
dition to report cards. 

On the elementary 
level, progress re
ports will be is
sued the week of 

September 14-18, the 
week of November 16-20, the 

week of February 8-12, and the week 
of April19-23, 2009. Report cards will be 
distributed October 23, January 8, March 
25, and the last day of school. 

Parents of secondary students (grades 
6-12) will receive progress reports for 
each class every four weeks during a se
mester. Grades will be calculated cumu
latively throughout the semester. 

For the first semester, progress reports 
will be distributed September 18, Octo
ber 23, and November 20. Report cards 
will be distributed January 8, 2010. 

For the second semester, progress re
ports will be sent Feburary 12, March 
25, and April 23. Second semester report 
cards will be mailed at the end of May. 

to study early American history - lessons 
she hopes to share with her students. 

Andersen reading specialist Connie 
Miller attended Rangefinding and 
Benchmarking activities at the Pearson 
Headquarters located in Iowa City, Iowa, 
this summer. She helped create new 
training materials for a new variant 
exercise in the certificate area of Early 
and Middle Childhood: Literacy /Reading/ 
Language Arts for National Board 
Professional Teaching Standards. Miller 
also completed extensive training for 
National Board at the Educational Testing 
Service Headquarters in Princeton, New 
Jersey, and has served as a trainer for the 
past two summers at a scoring site in Seattle. 

High School and Intermediate teachers 
Diane Monn, Deena Shelton, Teresa 
Hudson, and Cindy Brown attended 
the National Educational Computer 
Conference in Washington D.C. this 
summer. Brown said, "We attended 
workshops on the new Adobe CS4, Google, 
Office 2007, podcasting, photography 
and much more. We learned a lot from 
collaborating with more than 20,000 
Ed Tech enthusiasts from around the 
world. There were nearly 500 Ed Tech 
exhibitors in the vendor area. They were 
demonstrating their latest products and 
software." 

Union received the Association of School 
Business Officials (ASBO) International 
Certificate of Excellence in Financial 
Reporting Award for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2008. This award represents a 
very significant achievement and reflects 
the highest standards of school system 
financial reporting, ASBO said. Union 
also received the Government Finance 
Officers Association (GFOA) Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting. 

At Rosa Parks, student Guillermo 
Aguinaga won $100 in gift certificates, 
and Sela Krafzig won honorable mention 
for Shapedown's "Move More, Eat Better!" 
poster contest sponsored by St. Francis 
Hospital. Madison Clark won $100 
and Briceyda Zamora won honorable 
mention for the state transportation's 
"Turn Around Don't Drown" contest. 
Each group has their art work featured 
in a calendar. 

Jarman fifth grader Kimmie Koors had 
a great game at the Futures Tennis 
Tournament in Norman in July. She won 
first place in 10's in singles and doubles. 
She has played in tournaments all over 
this summer. She was ranked number 
one in Oklahoma in 10's. 
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'Building the Redskin Legacy," 
nore than 1,800 returning 
teachers and support staff 
converged on the UMAC for the 
annual back-to-school kickoff. 

Superintendent Dr. Cathy 
Burden urged employees to make the 
"Union connection" as they turn ou:r 
students into their professional legacy as 
Union's sons and daughters, describing 
how Union has invested in students at 
every level. 

Save the Date -
Foundation Auction 

• • • 

The 2009 
Union Schools 
Education 
Foundation 
Dinner and 
Auction is 
scheduled 
for Saturday, 
November 7, at 
the Radisson 
Hotel Tulsa. 

fhe annual event is the Foundation's 
·argest fund raiser and benefits teachers, 
programs, and sites through grants 
awarded to teachers. It provides 
opportunities where funding is not 
available otherwise. Last year, 44 grants 
totaling $32,323.16 were awarded to 
teachers at 15 of the district's 19 sites. 

"Putting on the Glitz" will feature 
hundreds of donated items. Schools 
are helping with the effort by creating 
baskets, making announcements, or 
making something special that can 
be auctioned off. The Foundation is 
also contacting community members, 
corporations, and businesses about 
donations of large items such as jewelry, 
furniture, car leases, and more. 

For more information on reservations, 
contact Debbie Lee, 748-7168, 
bobdebbielee@cox.net. Corporate spon
sors/ donations contact Kim Nichols, 
625-4810, nichrus@msn.com. 

Building the Redskin Legacy 
"Union is a district that is vibrant 
and continually improving; always 
striving for excellence in all we do," 
Burden said. "I hope that this is 
an attitude that you have adopted 

for yourself. This year we will have 
a new program to reward excellence 

art the High School called the Union 
Collegiate Academy to expose high 
perferming juniors and seniors to Tulsa 
area university professors who will 
work to inspire them to consider their 
institutions and majors for college. 

"We also hope to help build a better 
transition fOF all students by expanding 
the College and Career office to the 8th 
grade and Intermediate High School. 
Service Learning opportunities will 
also be growing at the High School. 

Union invites senior citizens to become 
Gold Key Club members and attend any 
of our school-sponsored activities as our 
guests. 

The Gold Key Pass gives Union support
ers who are at least 62 years of age and 
living on a retirement income free admit
tance to home athletic events as we'll as 
the many outstanding performanees and 
programs hosted by the Union Fine .Al'ts 
Department. 

For more information about ohtaini:t;J,g a 
Gold Key Pass, contact the Education Ser
vice Center at (918) 357-6001. 

We always have big plans and goals -
expanded counseling services, testing 
specialists, Chinese language, Smart 
Board technologies, Safari video 
services, teacher web pages, $30,000 
worth of teacher grants from the Union 
Foundation, more adult education classes 
-we are in for a big new year." 

To get the year "started right," all 
employees received a 1 percent salary 
increase, and returning qualified employ
ees received a 5 percent stipend. 

The kickoff was held at the UMAC while 
the Performing Arts Center - due to re
open this winter - undergoes extensive 
renovations. Drama students, spirit 
groups, and the Renegade Regiment 
entertained the employees in another 
rousing performance directed by drama 
instrnctor T.Foy Powell. Highlights 
rncluded a performance from the Porn 
Squad, High School Jazz Choir, and a 
combined performance from the Union 
Repertory Theater and the Theatre of 
Professionals under the director of 
Christina Jenkins. 

Teacher of tbe Year Andrea Gaines and 
Support Employee of the Year Steven 
Blades were recognized, as were employees 
who have served the disociet for 20 years 
or more. 

Beard of Education President Jeff Bennett 
addressed the crowd and thanked them 
for their efforts. Employees were treated 
to donuts donated by Tulsa Teachers 
Credit Union and coffee donated by 
Rocket Brothers. TTCU, OU Physicians, 
and SeuthCrest Hospital also manned 
booths providing information about 
servi<;;es including Union's wellness 
center and employee clinic. 

more 
357-7378. 
around Suber are, 
right; receptionist 
Sweeden; Connie 

David K. 
and Ricardo E. 

Castellon. M.D. 
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Parents' Right To Know 
in Accordance 

with the 
No Child Left Behind Act • ~ . . · •. 

. NoChUd •· 
! LEFT BEHIND 

In accordance 
with the No Child 
Left Behind Act, 
parents have the 
right to know 
the professional 
qualifications of 
their children's 

classroom teachers. Federal law · allows 
parents to ask for certain information 
about those teachers and requires 
schools to provide the information in a 
timely manner if requested. 

Specifically, parents have the right to ask 
for the following information about their 
children's teachers: 

Whether the teacher has met state 
qualification and licensing criteria for 
the grade levels and subject areas in 
which the teacher provides instruc
tion; 

Whether the teacher is teaching under 
emergency or other provisional status 
through which state qualification or 
licensing criteria have been waived; 

About baccalaureate degree major of 
the teacher and any other graduate 
certification or degree held by the 
teacher, and the field of discipline of 
the certification or degree; 

Whether the child is provided services 
by paraprofessionals and, if so, their 
qualifications. 

Parents wishing to request any of this 
information should contact the Human 
Resources department at 357-6190. 

Notification of 
Management Plans 

the Union School Dis
inspected for asbestos 

with the EPA law, "The 
J\Sioesm.s Hazard Emergency Response 
Act'' (AHERA). 

Results are in the district's manage
ment plans and are available at the 
Education Service Center. For an ap
pointment to view them, contact Has
san Yekzaman at 357-6180. 

JJutta, 
left, and Micah 
Schweinberg 
watch as Ben 
Howard 
a remote con
trolled robot to 
pick up a tennis 
ball. The Society 
of American Mil· 
itary Engineers 
recently do
nated $5,000 to 
the Rockets and 
Robots class 
at the High 
School. Science 
curriculum 
coordinator 
Richard Day 
said the funds 
paid for equip
ment, supplies, 
tools, and soft
ware. 

Union Offers 
ACT Test Preparatory Classes 

Super Saturdays: A one-day, intensive review designed for students who have never 
· taken the ACT test. Our goal is to reduce test anxiety by familiarizing students with 
the content and format of the test. Four Super Saturdays are offered during the school 
year. 

Class Dates 
September 9 & 10 

October 10, 2009 (ACT) 
November 21, 2009 (ACT) 
January 23, 2010 (ACT) 
March 27, 2010 (SAT) 

Payment Deadline 
September 8, 2009 

(Mini-sessions 3:00-4:00 p.m.) 
October 7, 2009 
November 18, 2009 
January 20, 2010 
March 24, 2010 

Registration Fee 
$10 

$20 
$20 
$20 
$20 

ACT Super Saturday classes will be held at Union Hi.gh School, 6636 S. Mingo Road 
from 9:00a.m. -4:00p.m. (Lunch is on yarn own from 12:00-1:00 p.m.) Enrollment is 
limited. 

8-Night Courses: This course may be taken as an in-depth preparation tool for stu
dents who have never taken the ACT or to get personalized assistance in math, lan
guage arts, and science for students who have taken the ACT and received low scores 
in certain areas. Two ACT 8-Night Courses are offered during the school year, one in 
the fall and one in the spring. 

Class Dates 
2009 Fall Course 
September 21, 23, 28, 30, 

October 5, 7, 12, 19 
2010 Spring Course 
March 8, 10, 22, 24, 29, 31, 

April 5, 7 

Registration Deadlines Registration Fee 
September 17, 2009 (3 p.m.) $75 

March 3, 2010 (3 p.m.) $75 

ACT 8-Night Classes are held at Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo Road on Monday 
and Wednesday nights from 6:00- 8:00p.m. Enrollment is limited. 

Need-based scholarships are available to Union Public School students for both the 
Super Saturday and 8-Night Classes. Register early as seating is limited. To register 
contact Pam Byers at 3 57-7115. Make checks payable to Union Public Schools and mail 
to Pam ByeFs, Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo Road, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133 . 
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fr fr -er fr Melinda Doolittle Comes Home to Union * fr fr fr 
In addition to singing the National 
Anthem prior to the Uni0n vs Bro
ken Arrow game on September 4, 
Melinda Doolittle performed her 
recently released single "Declara
tion of Love" while the Highstep
pers, Porn Squad, Cheerleaders, 
and Color Guard danced around 
for a big half-time show. 

fall pep assembly at the Hig 
School. 

If there was any message she 
wanted to tell students, Doolittle 
said, "I tell them to dream big. 
Dream big has really been my 
motto for a long time. I wanted 
to tell the kids about that." Doo
little also talked about her sup
port for malaria prevention ef
forts around the world. 

Since graduating from Union in 
1995, Doolittle has transformed 
herself from a shy background 
singer in Nashville to an R&B and 
gospel star. She released her first 

Earlier in the day, Doolittle re
united with many former teach
ers including her elementary 
music teacher, Linda Jones, and 
former sixth grade teacher Robert 
Conklin during a visit to McAu
liffe where she talked to students 
about "dreaming big" and sang. 
Later, Doolittle visited with dra
ma and Jazz Choir students and 
joined the Jazz Choir in a rendi
tion of the Alma Mater during the 

Americ:an Idol singer Melinda Doolittle returned to Union, visiting album this year, "Coming Back to 
both McAuliffe and the High School on September 4, before she per- You." She placed third on Ameri
formed during the football game against Broken Arrow that same can Idol in 2007. 
night. 

Intermediate Students Take Up Rachel's Challenge 
Union Intermediate students 
are taking up Rachel's 
Challenge - a pledge to start 
a chain reaction of kindness 
and compassion - as part of a 
nationwide campaign started 
in memory of Rachel Scott, the 
first person who was killed 
at Columbine High School on 
April 20, 1999. 

Students learned about Rachel 
and the contents of her six 
diaries that have become the 
foundation for the program. 
By accepting the challenge, 
the students agree to seveFal 
tenets such as eliminating 
prejudice by looking fer the 

Presenter David Gamache talks to Intermediate students about 
Rachel Scott, one of the victims at Columbine High School, and 
Rachel's Challenge to spread compassion and kindness. 

best in others, setting goals, and keeping 
a journal. 

Fifty students are participating in the 
Friends of Rachel program as they spend 

this next year trying t0 put into practice 
Rachel's principles. In addition to peer 
training and student assemblies, Union 
hosted a community assembly to explain 
the program to parents. 

Cast members of 
"Wicked" along with 
Union alum Eric Cornell, 
assaoiate business man· 
ager of "Wicked," (far 
right and standing) pose 
for a picture with Union 
drama students after 
cast members visited 
with students to talk 
about the acting business 
and Broadway. "Wicked" 
played to sold·out runs 
while in Tulsa. Cornell 
has been involved with 
"Wicked" for more than 
three years now and 
loves the experience. 

It May be Fall, but Union's 
Greener Than Ever! 

Ever since launch-
ing the Green Up 
Campaign last 
August, Unio 
students anc 
staff have gom 
green with a 

vengeance. 

Everything from 
turning off lights to 

mindfully controlling thermostats is 
helping Union lower energy costs. It 
is too early to tell how much has been 
saved but completing the change-over 
this Silllilller to T-8 lighting at all of our 
sites alone was expected to cut electricity 
costs by about 2 5 percent. 

Another major Green Up initiative is a 
comprehensive facilities use assessment 
for Boevers and Briarglen. The Honeywell 
company is reviewing the mechanical 
systems, air quality, energy efficiency, 
infrastrucrure improvements, and 
operational efficiency of those two 
schools. Data from the review will be 
considered as the district draws up plans 
for remodeling at those sites. 

Members of Union's Support Services 
Division will also incorporate into all of 
our sites Green Up information they'vf 
gathered fr(!}m an October invitation-only 
Facilities Summit held in Austin, Texas. 

The c<'mference's focus was greener 
products and creating healthier learning 
environments. 
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Area Schools Consortium to 
Tackle Pressing Issues 

A new Regional Board of Education Con
sortium, initiated by Union Board of Edu
cation Member Ed Payton this Jnne after 
a fruitful exchange of ideas between the 
Union and Jenks Boards of Education, is 
now collaborating in a number of areas 
of interest to all involved. 

Board members and administrators from 
Union, Jenks, Owasso, Broken Arrow, 
Sand Springs, Bixby, Tulsa, and Tulsa 
Technology Center are working togeth
er on everything from professional de
velopment, ptrrchasing, and alternative 
education, to virtual learning, special 
education, and lohbying. 

Union Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden 
has asked several of the Union admin
istrators to organize meetings on those 
topics "to involve the players at each dis
trict who can help bring efficiency and in
telligence to the activities we all pursue." 

For example, in the area of purchasing/ 
procurement, "We could set common 
bidding specifications and language that 
illows districts to buy off contracts," ex
Jlains Dr. Burden. "We are all purchasing 
Smart Boards; maybe we could network 
to save money." 

Assistant band director Kenny 
freshman Garrett Hizer tips and -in.~,truotitrn.~l 
during an early morning band practice 
Renegade Regiment and Color Guard, 
the direction of Matthew McCready. 

Grove teachers show off the "Limeades for Learning" grants they received from the SONIC 
Corporation during an assembly. Pictured, left to right, are Melissa Fletcher, $565; Becky Hines, 
$435; Tiffany Bolding, $540; Amanda Steuernagel, $253; Deanna Ogez, $188; and Tammy Hallum, 
$354. Sonic also awarded High School teacher Cindy Johnson with $500. "Sonic and our franchisees 
have supported schools in local communities for some time," said Cliff Hudson, chairman and chief 
executive officer-Sonic Corp. "During a time when teachers need help the most, we look forward 
to working with DonorsChoose.org to place supplies into classrooms and ultimately help students 
reach their full potential." 

Drama Schedules for the New Year are Announced 

The theater schedules for the High School 
and Union Intermediate High School have 
been announced. This year's all-school 
musical in February will be "Beauty and 
the Beast." 

Union High School2009- 2010 
Repertory Theater Schedule 

Troy Powell will direct the High School shows. 

The Cripple Of Inishman (One Act) 
September 29- October 3 @7 p.m. 

High School Studio Theater 
Tickets are $3 for students 

and $5 for adults. 

Beauty and the Beast 
(All-School Musical) 

February 4-6, 2010@ 7 p.m. 
Performing Arts Center 

Tickets are $5 for students 
and $8 for adults. 

Renaissance Dinner Theater 
(Shakespearian Dinner Theater) 

Feb. 22 - 25, 2010@ 7 p.m. 
High School Studio Theater 
Tickets are $15 for all seats. 

The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee 

(Repertory Theater Musical) 
April26-May 1, 2010@ 7 p.m. 

(coim:ides with YouthArts!) 
mgh School Studio Theater 
Tickets are $3 for students 

and $5 for adults. 

Union Intermediate High School 
2009- 201 0 Theater Schedule 

Jessica Branston will clirect the Intermediate 
shows. Branston is the Stage Craft/Drama 2/ 

Theatre of Professionals teacher. 

You Can't Take it with You 
by Moss Hart, George Simon Kaufman 

October 21-24 and 26-27 
Theatre of Professionals 

Ernie's Incredible Illucinations 
by Alan Ayckbourne 

November 17-19, 2009 
Drama 2 

Student-Directed One-act Plays 
January 8, 2010 

Theatre of Professionals 

And Then There Were None 
by Agatha Christie 

March 1-4, 8-9 
Drama 2 

Night of January 16 
by AynRand 

April 22-24, 29-30 and May 1 
(coincides with YouthArts!) 

Theatre of Professionals 
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Communications 
Representatives 

2009-2010 

Andersen: Lind;a Snowbarger 
Boevers: Karen Pearman 
Briarglen: Carrie Soward 

Cedar llidge: Cherry Redl!ls 
Clark: Shanda Sullivan 
Darnaby: Dana Bundy, 

Aaron Parsons & Kristi Ruskjer 
Grove: Stacy Haynes 

Jarman: Andrea Holcomb & Patti Pitcock 
Jefferson: Renee Williams 

McAuliffe: Kim ]abe 
Mome: LeeAnna Weaver 
Rosa Parks: Gina Ward 

Rosa Parks Early Childhood Center: 
Amy Snodgrass 

Peters: Leigh Ann Keller & Kay Leslie 
Sixth/Seventh Grade: Camilla Chapman 

Eighth Grade: Tanya Wyatt 
Intermediate High: Cindy Brown 

Alternative Education: Melissa Wyatt 
High School: 

Amy Riker & Dr. Janet Dunlop 
Evening/Summer Academy: 

Amy McCready 
Teaching & Learning: 

Dr. Kirt Hartzler & ]a Ann Bodenstab 
CFO/Finance: Melva Curtis 
Technology: Lee Snodgrass 

Human Resources: Melissa Brock 
Community Education: Sharon Parker 

Support Services: jan Shanahan, 
Betty Dean & Drew Diamond 

Child Nutrition: 
Lisa Griffin & Evelyn Davis 

Transportation: 
justin Porter 

Fine Arts: 
Phyllis Whisman 
Atletics & Spirit: 

Rhonda Duke 
Varsity Cheer: 
Vickie Winden 

N Cheer: 
Dianne Woods 

9th Grade Cheer: 
Chad Acklin 

8th Grade Cheer: Cindy Stone 
Highsteppers: Deborah Howard 

8th Grade Highsteppe:r;s: Dee Williams 
Varsity Pam: Debra Carroll 

N Pmn: Micki Curtis 
9th Grade Porn: 

Kerry Barnes & Kirstem Dean 
8th Grade Porn: 

Debbie Ramo & Dayna Rayburn 
UHS Band/Band Pa:r;ents,: 

Dennis Vasicek & Charles Pi.sma 
Graduation Celebration: 

Pam Yarw0od 

seniers have been named 
National Merit Semifinalists 
at Union High School. They 
are: (left to right) Alexander 
M. Bell, Chloe F. Winden, Kyle 
A. Shaw, Lana ]. Bible, Mi· 

S. Daggett, and Christo
]. Hardebeck. 

National Merit Semifinalists 
are selected based on their 
performance on the PSA T I 
NMSQT--a test that measures 
verbal, math, and writing 
skills. Finalists will be named 
in February. 

Flu Season Beginning 

As health officials monitor the progress of seasonal flu and the H1N1 flu virus, Union 
PUblic Schools continues its vigilance and encourages everyone to be proactive 

at home, work, and schooL 

The flu season is starting and more than one kind of 
flu virus will be spreading tl1is season. Symptoms of 

flu include fever or, chills and cough or sore thFGat. 
In addlltion, symptoms of flu can include runny 
nose, b0dy aches, headache, fatigue, diarrhea, or 
vomiting. 

Parents should keep children home if they are 
sick until they have gone 24 h<mrs symptom-free. 

Symptom-free means that you no longer have a fever 
(100 degrees) or signs of a fever (have chills, feel very 

warm, have a flushed appearance, or are sweating). The 
temperature should be determined without the use of fever-reducing medicines. 

For more information, Union has cn~ated a flu information web page under District 
News at www.unionps.org. 

Rriarglen Hosting 
Monthly Neighborhood 

Kitchen Dinners 

BriaTglen Elementary School is hosting 
mon_thly "Neighborhood Kitchen Din
n.ers" at its school as the school expands 
its community outreach program with 
activities designed for parents. 

"We want to make a positive impact on 
the community and provide a way for 
students and their families to connect to 
education in a non-traditional manner," 
Principal Tamra Bird said. 

Selected grades will host the dinners on 
the fourth Thmsday of each month (third 
Thursday in November and December.) 
Meals will be funded by area foundations 
with food prepared by a chef as Briarglen 
builds a foundation for establishing it
self as a Community School. There will 
be a different topic c:Jovered each month. 
Union's Director of Secl!lrHy Drew Dia
mand talked about the "Peaceable Com
munities" project at the fi.rst dinne:r; in 
late August. 

. _________ ,, ___________ · - --
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Sixth graders Tailyr Debose, Makenzie Katie Meyer, William Ingels, Courtney 
Martinez, Kyron Epperson, Alexa Hallum, Courtney Dukes, and Megan Dukes flash the 
with their escort and Grove fifth grade teacher Tiffany Bolding during the sixth grade 
Up" orientation. Students enjoyed a fun-filled day to help them overcome the normal anxieties 
entering into the world of middle school with activities such as Locker 101, Cafeteria Drill Squad, 
Class Changing, and a building tour. 

Think of the Klothes Kloset This Fall! 
As you do your fall cleaning 
and sort through the clothes 
your kids have outgl'own, 
please consider boxing 
them up for the Union 
Klothes Kloset. The 
Klothes Kloset is a 
PTA program provid
ing clothing donations 
from Union families for 
Union families in need. 

Any "gently used" shirts, 
blouses, slacks, and other 
clothing items, school 
items, and shoes you 

think Union students and their 
families might enjoy are wel
come. New underwear an.d 
sox, as well as coats, jackets, 
hats, and gloves, are in great 
demand. 

Klothes Kloset shelves empty 
as quickly as they fill. 

Please drop off your dona
tions at any Union School or 
take them directly to Union 

High School where the Klothes 
Kloset is housed. 

Your help is always 
very much appreci
ated! 

Eighth graders Heather Brewer, Chelsie ]ones, and Amanda Hotrmanl 
wait for their cookies using solar cookers they made tJ.o·..,•·olvo< 

Malone's science class. Students mostly cooked cookies and 
though one adventurous group tried their hand at fajitas. They m"''·'u'r"u' 
the areas of the two boxes used for the ovens to calculate 

Speakers and Career Tips 
Enhance UCA Offerings 

The nearly 140 juniors 
and seniors in the 
new Union Collegiate 
Academy at Union 
High School have 
learned some of 
what is needed 
to meet college/ 
university and career 
expectations. 

In August Dr. M(!>nique Idoux of 
Northeastern State University focused 
on required writing skills; the University 
of Oklahoma's Dr. Mark Fox discussed 
medical ethics; Suzanne Reese of Tulsa 
Community College talked about Physical 
Therapy; and Cyber Core (Cisco, Security, 
Forensics) was the topic Mark Griffin of 
Tulsa Technology Center covered. Union 
High School Counselor Brad Burnham 
began helping students with college 
applications and scholarship searches, 
while Union graduate and engineer Greg 
Seefeldt conducted a forum on, "Do What 
You Love; Love What You Do." 

According to UCA Director Christi 
Johnson, September was as busy and 
productive as August. Oral Robert~ 

University signed on as one of the sever. 
higher education institutions partnering 
with Union, and the second group of 
presenters - Dr. Melissa Mahan (NSU), 
Dr. Gaetane Jean-Marie (OU), Leo Van 
Deit (Tulsa Tech), and John Corso (TU 
Admissions) - actively engaged students. 

"Tulsan Julie Hansen, who played 
Christine in Phantom at the Opera on 
Broadway, talked with the students. And 
parents and students heard from John 
Cerso, University of Tulsa Associate 
Vice President for Enrollment and 
Admissions ," says Ms. Johnson. 

aluminum foil would be needed to cover the inside, and cal,cultlted 
volume as well. Students also measured the temperatures and cmnm~re.al 
the outside temperature to the cooking temperature of the boxes. 
boxes went up more than 30 degrees Celsius! This project proved to 
both cooperative and filling. 

Union Alternative students Chase McDougal, Helm, Yocelyne 
Avila take advantage of the multipurpose room at their school to work on 
class assignments in Melissa Wyatt's English class. 
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Using humor and visual gags which caused lots of giggles, Clark 
teacher Chris Planer holds up Cristofer Zamora's hand to 
the germs on his hand after he uses the restroom. Planer 
all of his students about the importance of washing their 
covering their mouths when they cough or sneeze to help 
the spread of germs. 

second 
concentrates on her 
writes down her thoughts for 
assignment for teacher Verna 

Photo by Karen Pearman 
Boevers students 'get low and go' as they make 
their way down smoke·filled stairs in a fire safe· 
ty demonstration using a fog machine inside a 
mobile three·room house ·· called Safety House 
·· which visited the school. Tulsa Fire captains 
Rick Thompson and Ricky Bruder stressed to 
students the importance of {ire drills and 
to react if there is a fire at their home. Pictured, 
top to bottom, are second graders Dannya San· 
tiesteban, Aaliyah Ortega, Brooklin Whitmire, 
Breanna Layton, and Austen Eddins. 
teacher is Lisa Welter. 

The much-anticipated del of e Elementary is under 
way. The school was b...._,( in 1974 Vv~cn the district was small 
and open classrooms were the ~le of the day. When classroom 
walls were added years 
later, the resulting 
rooms were about 2/3 
the size of those being 
constructed today. 

Construction on Phase 
lA - expansion of the 
back parking lot -began 
August 24. Until after L_~---'="--....:....!=----.....!::-~= 
fall break, parking will 
be confined to the front parkilg lot. This work needs to be 
completed first to allow room lor the school to operate during 
construction of the classroom and administration additions. 

Phase lB, scheduled to begin in mid-October, consists of two new 
additions. Six classrooms willle added next to the gymnasium 
on the north side of the school. A new, more secure front 
entrance and office area will be added to the northwest corner 
of the school, shifting the sclnol's main entrance and focus 
away fmm Highway 169. Also il Phase lB is the renovation and 
expansion of the kitchen and nfeteria, renovation of the main 
restrooms, and other rniscellamous interior renovation. 

This phase of the project was apJroved by voters in the February 
2009 bond election. 

Photo by Linda Snowbarger 
Andersen second grade teacher 
judy Cairl explains how changes 
in the environment affect so many 
rhings as students conduct science 
experiments mixing salt and 
gravel, sugar cubes and water 
and dropping food coloring in
to water. Cairl incorporates po· 
ems and stories about changes 
throughout the lessons. 

Norma Keys, who has 
been teaching for 26 
years - 20 at Union -
gives instructions to 
her fourth graders 
at Briarglen. Keys 
was named Briarglen 
Teacher of the Year 
last year. All schools 
will begin nominating 
Teachers of the Year 

October. 

a pie in the face from Bobbie 
Fields during a school assembly. Students will 
have · Se'l!eral opportunities to humiliate 
principal in good fun - such as duct-taping 
her to a wall - throughout the year by earning 
"Gotcha" certificates for good behavior. 
Students can also redeem Gotcha's for 
prizes, while grade pods can earn the Golden 
Plunger by having the cleanest restroom. 

Moore music teacher Betty Mitchell shows first graders 
Prock, left, and A.]. Molinard how to hold the mallets when 
play the xylophone. 

Peters lunch duty assistant jennifer Mann gives 
Wasson a "Gotcha" certificate for being on the "track for ~"'"~,.~~"1 
outside on the playground. A number of schools throughout 
are recognizing students for good character with incentives 
small rewards. 

to know you . . .. and was 
the assignment as second graders Chazen 
Rogers and Alex Llamas answer questions on 
clipboards before going to the next student and 
checking off another one of the answers. The 
mixer helped the students meet other second 
graders and take advantage of the sunny day. 


