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Union PTA Council Celebrates a Successful Year 

As I complete my first term as President 
of the Union PTA Council, I am amazed 
at how much we have accomplished this 
year. I would like to say thank you to all 
the board members who made a lot of 
our accomplishments possible. These 
board members also serve at the local 
unit level at one or more schools in addi
tion to their council obligations. They give 
above and beyond what their job requires. 

We kicked the school year off with a Pep Ral
ly where we got "Pepped up for PTA." The 
Council PTA, in conjunction with the school 
district, kicked off the "Be There" program. 
This program encouraged our parents to 
Be There for their students as much as 
possible and to be their favorite teacher. 

The Reflections program was another 
huge success this year with 29 Awards 
of Merit at the State Level. Three Awards 
of Excellence went on to the National 

The Union PTA Bowl
ing League is in need 
of new members. The 
league raises money for 
the schools each year. 
Teams bowl each Thurs
day morning at 9:15, 
and you don't have to be 
an expert bowler to join. 
League begins in August 
and ends in May. The 
cost is $8.50 per week 
with part of the fee go
ing to Sheridan Lanes 
and the other to the 
school of your choice. 

Level. They are Grant Bateman in Litera
ture from Cedar Ridge, Patricia Brennan 
in Literature and jordan Burdick in Mu· 
sic, both from the 6'h/7'h Grade Center. 

The Union Klothes Kloset continues to be 
a big success as an outreach program for 
our students who can use the help. The 
Klothes Kloset served 479 students and 
89 adults. We could not have done that 
without our student and parent volun
teers. We had 162 Spirit students and 56 
Honor Society students organize, stock, 
and hang clothes as well as work the shop
ping nights offered throughout the year. 
The bus ran every week of the school year, 
serving an average of 25 children at each 
school. This year the Klothes Kloset, in 
conjunction with Hillary's Dream, assisted 
30-40 girls with donated prom dresses. 
This made it possible for them to attend 
the sophomore formal as well as the Prom. 

ln February we showed our appreciation for 
the bus drivers with a wonderful breakfast. 
We had Union elementary students show
ing off their singing and jump-roping skills. 

This year PTA Council awarded 13 schol
arships to graduating seniors. Let's 
hope they spread the love of education 
in the name of Union Public Schools. 

ln April we "jumped on Board" with 
our PTA Installation Banquet, install
ing all of our new officers for the 2009-
2010 school year from across the dis
trict. ln May we went to work training all 
of them to make each school a success. 

Dr. Burden and the entire adrninistra· 
tion for Union Public Schools deserve our 
never-ending gratitude for supporting 
PTA in everything we do. The partnership 
Union PTA has with Union Public Schools 
is a unique one. We truly appreciate it. 

I will forever be thankful for each of 
you who made these events and pro· 
grams successful. Council could not 
have done all of this without you. 

Have a wonderful summer! 

Stephanie Goekeler 
PTA Council President 

See individual site reports at 
www.unionps.org 

2009-2010 
PTA Presidents 

Union PTA Council 
Stephanie Goekeler 

Andersen Elementary 
Debra Searcy 

Boevers Elementary 
Leianne Colley 

Briarglen Elementary 
Pam Glenn 

Cedar Ridge Elementary 
Alison Mcfarlane 

Clark Elementary 
Lakema & Eric Mikel 

Darnaby Elementary 
Dana Garcia 

Grove Elementary 
Julie Rivera 

Jarman Elementary 
Kim McKillip 

Jefferson Elementary 
Melissa Grubbs & Holli Mcintosh 

McAuliffe Elementary 
Sara Shaw 

Moore Elementary 
Jennifer Whitten 

Peters Elementary 
Melanie Coday 

Rosa Parks Elementary 
Jennie Goins 

6th/7th Grade Center 
Kristi Cohea 

8th Grade Center 
Rosie Blanc 

Intermediate High School 
Mari-Jean Ogle & Sharon Forbes 

High School 
Pam Yarwood 



----- ---- __ ....,. _ __ r- ..., 

NION 
Gra~l-fatio11 Celebra ti011 

by A llie N ichols, Senior 

After graduation, hundreds of seniors from Union High 
School made their way to Incredible Pizza for a night of 
food, fun, and prizes. From midnight until 5 a.m., they had 
the opportunity to eat all the food they wanted, play all the 
games they could with the ten-dollar card that was provided 
to them, and win awesome prizes such as LCD TVs, iPods, cof
fee pots, and cash. The students enjoyed free go-karts, a 3-D 
theatre, and had the chance to watch a hypnotist hypnotize 
their fr iends. Graduation Celebration was a fun and safe way 
to celebrate graduation. 

Broken Arrow 
Assembly, Citi-
zens Security 
Bank, Broken 
Arrow 
Club, 
Group, 
Bone & 
Arvest, 
Drillers, Steve 
Owens & Assoc., 

Thank you to the 
following busi

for their 
help in making 
this year's event a 
success: Kinslow, 
Keith & Todd Inc.; 
QuikTrip, Tulsa 
Teachers Credit 

AEP/PSO, 

Donna Niemi, Mathis Brothers, Wendy's, Wal-Mart Super
center, Target, Reasor's, Mahogany Prime Steakhouse, Ted's 
Cafe Escondido, Panera Bread, Melting Pot, Sonic, Merritt's 
Bakery , Josh's Sno 
Cones, Green Onion, 
Union Schools Edu
cation Foundation, 
Union PTA Council, 
PT As of schools in 
the Union district, 
Chili's, Dean Todd 
D.D.S, Charleston's, 
Brothers Pizza De
pot, and Brand Scaf
fold Builders (Paul 
Ameen). 

On the Cover 

joel Hartman, center, was named the 2009 Union Basketball Fan of the 
Year! Pictured are, first row (left to right) A llison Christian, Kourtney 
Egge, joel Hartman, McKenzie Garcia, Howard Scarborough, Rodney 
Patterson; and second row, Levi Giese, Carrington Fox, Sterling Ballard 
and Tyler Rice. Hartman attends nearly every game. 

Fan of the Year Announced 

The Union Basketball Booster Club honored Joel Hartman 
with their first annual "Fan of the Year" award on April 9 at 
the basketball banquet. 

Joel Hartman had just become a Redskin fan, having made 
friends with Union students when they visited Woodland Ter
race Retirement Community in February for the annual senior 
prom coordinated by High School Leadership students. Since 
the prom, Mr. Hartman became a regular attendee at Union 
basketball games. 

(Above) To commemorate the 1Oth annual Peters 
Elementary School third grade production of The 
Wizard of Oz, teacher Leigh Ann Keller invited 
the original cast (left) - now seniors at Union High 
School (left to right: Lion-Austin Cagle, Toto·Mat· 
thew Dozier, Dorothy-A manda Rohling, Scarecrow
Luke Swanson, and Tin Man-Tyler Allen) to watch 
the play and be recognized on Friday, March 27. 

the Communicator 

Pjctured are the 2009 Valedictorians and Salutatorians for Union High School; front, Oliver Cabrera, 
Kenny Quang; kneelmg: Lrng Cheng, Krishna Suthar, Varuna l?ao, Ohara Sheth; standing third row, 
MaiNhca Lor, Cecclca Dmh-N_guyen .. l?achael Reagan, Bao-Tran Pham, Heidi Pham, j ennifer Kiskin; and 
back, Clarre Eastaway, Knstrn Perren, Elczabeth Tran, and Nicola Eastaway. Inset pictures are Stephen 
Allred and Megan Atchley. Photo by senior l?obert Lore. 

The Communicator is published bi·monthly with 
extra issues in October and january by Union Pub· 
lie Schools, 8506 E. 61sl Street, Tulsa, OK 74133· 
1926. II is issued 10 patrons of the Union Public; 
School Districl free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden i. 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas·Bethel 
is Communications Executive Direc!Or/ Edilor. Th•, 
Communica!Or staff includes Andy Erwin, janie Fro· 
man, Beverly Thummel and Mike Vore. Send address 
changes to The Communicator, 8506 E. 61 sl Slreet, 
Tulsa, OK 74133·1926, or cal/ 357·6015. 
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Service Learning Popular at High School 
By Allie Nichols, Senior 

Service Learning program took Union 
High School by storm this past year with 
85 students working in 45 different fields 
from medicine to engineering to graphic 
design to finance and more. 

Designed by Assistant Principal Dr. Janet 
Dunlop the previous year, the program 
is open to any senior and select juniors, 
in good academic standing, who want to 
shadow a professional in their career of 
choice. 
Dr. Dunlop describes Service Learning as 
a three-pronged program. 

The first aspect of this program is for stu
dents looking for pure community ser
vice. The second aspect is for students 

who may be 
going straight 
to work after 
high school 
and want work 
experience . 
The third as
pect provides 

with 
explo

ration, gtvmg 
students the 
chance to ex

plore and prepare them for college. Dun
lop believes this is the key to engaging 
the students and it helps with the some
times-rough transitions from school to 
work or school to college. 

For example, three days a week, senior 
Eric Tichansky traveled to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Tulsa District Office. 
He worked in the Environmental Division 
as a student trainee doing everything 
from office work like binding reports 
and updating information, to field jobs 
like water sampling, lab work, and sur
veying habitats for the endangered bird, 
the interior Least Tern. 

Senior Dillon Hamp· 
ton raced in the first
ever Great Sand 
Springs Soap Box 
Derby Race. The bike 
was built by students 
at the Union Alterna· 
tive High School un· 
der the supervision 
of teacher Michael 
Murray. 

Tichansky said the program will give him 
an advantage in finding internships and 
research positions in the future, and al
lowed him to stand out when applying 
for scholarships. 

Allie Nichols is the daughter of john and Me
linda Nichols and Lisa Nichols, Broken Ar
row. She is active in clubs such as Amnesty 
International and the Young Democrats 
Club, and she is also a member of the Un ion 
Highsteppers. She has been in the Union 
Dance program for eight years and is proud 
to have the title of a "lifer." 

Senior Publishes First Book 

On her website - http://thedeadlysins
books.com, Nicci Sefton wrote on April 
1, "Today's the day!!! Luxuria is officially 

Nicci Sefton 

on Amazon! I'm so 
excited. I checked 
it on Amazon in 
my 6th hour and 
was like 'NO WAY!' 
I started screaming 
to everyone in the 
class 'GUESS WHAT!" 

Here's how the book 
cover describes the story: "In high 
school all you ever really need to worry 
about is tests, gossip, and dating-right? 
Wrong! Derrick Clark finds himself 
thrown into a world he never knew ex
isted. When he enters a school play, he 
is paired up with his gifted poetry part
ner, Annabell Crystal, as the lead roles. 
But he finds Annabell and her sisters 
aren't as perfect as everyone believes ... 

Luxuria, which is replete with vampires 
and "dark secrets," is Nicci's first book in 
what she hopes will be a trilogy. She has 
won a national competition for creative 
writing and wants to be an educator and 
teach literature. 

No Child Left Behind 
Special Notice 

The 2007-2008 No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) Report Card for Union and 
each of the sites can now be found 
on the Union District Web Site at 
www.unionps.org in the annual re
port section. 

The report cards contain mathemat
ics and reading scores based on stu
dents' performance on state-man
dated Criterion-Referenced Tests 
(CRTs). 

Proficiency-Based 
Promotion 

Summer Testing 
Date Announced 

Proficiency-based testing provides the 
opportunity for students to move for
ward in their educational endeavors by 
subject, course, and/or grade level based 
upon mastery of the Oklahoma Priority 
Academic Student Skills (PASS) objec
tives. Proficiency-Based Promotion is in
tended to serve those students enrolled 
in Union Public Schools whose needs can
not be met by following the traditional 
time-table and sequence, but who require 
promotion beyond current placement. 

The second opportunity for testing will 
be during the month of July. For more 
information about testing this summer 
contact Chuck Hanna at 918-357-7335. 

3-Year-Old Program 
Accepting Enrollments 

Rosa Parks Early Childhood Education 
Center, located at 13804 East 46th Place 
South, is now accepting enrollments for 
children who turn three by September 
1. Its mission is simple: to enhance the 
development of very young children and 
promote healthy family functioning. 

The new school year will start Wednes
day, August 12, and is free to families 
who qualify for free and reduced school 
lunch programs. Parents may register for 
the program at the Union Public Schools 
Education Service Center - 8506 E. 61st 
Street Monday through Thursday from 
8:00-4:00. For more information, contact 
Rosa Parks Early Childhood Education 
Center at 357-7380. 



Community Service Reconition: Jacqueline Alnes, Markita Ayers, Rachel Bai
ley, Kristen Baldwin, Michael Bennett, Cara Berberet, Raymond Byrd, Taylor 
Carroll, Hope Casey, Ling Cheng, Kelly Corning, Bethany Dickie, Cecilia Dinh
Nguyen, Sarah Edwards, Andrew Greer, Nelson Head, Mackenzie Jochim, Kelsey 
Jordan, Grace Kim, Eunhye Kim, Jennifer Kiskin, Breanna Minor, Kaylee Loerke, 
Mai Lor, Morgcm Marlow, Kathryn Matthews, Emma McCrary, Vanessa Medina, 
Kristen Oyler, Kristin Perrin, Bao-Tran Pharn, Varuna Rao, Rachael Reagan, 
Dhara Sheth, Taylor Sides, Tiffany Sides, Megan Silvey, Stephanie Stamm, Krish
na Suthar, April Thiessen, Kourtney Todd, Elizabeth Tran, Elizabeth Wilcox, 
Courtney Wooten, and Kristen Zachary 

Distinguished Graduates: Megan Atchley, Kristen Baldwin, Cara Berberet, 
Kourtney Buckley, Adam Burk, Oliver Cabrera, Jonathan Cross, Bethany Dickie, 
Cecilia Dinh-Nguyen, Chris Ellers, Levi Giese, Nelson Head, Mackenzie Jochim, 
Eunhye Kim, Jennifer Kiskin, Mai Lor, Kathryn Matthews, Emma McCrary, Kris
tin Perrin, Bao-Tran Pham, Ryan Proctor, Kenny Quang, Varuna Rao, Rachael 
Reagan, Dhara Sheth, Krishna Suthar, Greg Thompson, Elizabeth Tran, Brian 
Ward, and Kristen Zachary 

National Merit Scholars Finalists: Alana Denning, Ryan Proctor, Dhara Sheth, 
and Brian Ward 

National Merit Scholars Semifinalist: Ethan Fowler 

National Merit Scholars Commended: Austin B. Cagle, Claire Eastaway, Nicola 
Eastaway, Courtney Handy, Aubrey Harris, Andy Iwamoto, Jennifer Kiskin, Ra
chael Reagan, and Jared Williams. 

Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence All-Staters: Dhara Sheth 

Oklahoma Academic Scholars: Stephen Allred, Jacqueline Alnes, Megan Atch
ley, Rorny Banfield, Cara Berberet, Jordan Biggs, Kourtney Buckley, Julie Burch, 
Oliver Cabrera, Taylor Carroll, Kristen Colquitt, Carolyn Cornell, Kelly Corning, 
Anthony Carrara, Jonathan Cross, Alana Denning, Bethany Dickie, Cecilia Dinh 
Nguyen, Alexandra Dossrnan, Claire Eastaway, Nicola Eastaway, Christopher 
Ellers, Shawn Ensley, Logan Fitzsimmons, Levi Giese, Paige Giles, Kateryna Gon
taruk, Matthew Goranson, Lindsay Grooms, Courtney Handy, Aubrey Harris, 
Nelson Head, Connor Rieger, Heather Highfill, Trevor Horstmann, Mackenzie 
Jochim, Andrew Johns, Andrew Johnson, Caleb King, Jennifer Kiskin, Mai Lor, 
Kathryn Matthews, Courtney Morris, Kristen Mumma, Jessica Murphy, Adam 
Neighbors, James Nicholson, Kristen Oyler, Kristin Perrin, Bao-Tran Pharn, Heidi 
Pham, Yamila Pons, Ryan Proctor, Kenny Quang, Varuna Rao, Morgan Reger, 
Brett Rhoades, Caitlin Shannon, Dhara Sheth, Casper Shoghi, Kattie Sisco, Kellie 
Sisco, Krishna Suthar, Sara Taylor, Elizabeth Tran, Allyson Votruba, Brian Ward, 
Jared Williams, Sean Wylie, and Kristen Zachary 

PTA Council Scholarships: Jacqueline Alnes, Brooklin Beasley, Davis Cos- b~~~ 
grove, Ethan Fowler, Emilie Harris, Connor Rieger, Nolan Kraszkiewicz, Taylor 
Monaghan, Ryan Proctor, Chase Simpson, Krishna Suthar, Elizabeth Tran, and 
Kristen Zachary 

Valedictorians- Top 10% of Class: Oliver Cabrera, Cecilia Dinh-Nguyen, Mai 
Lor, Heidi Pharo, Kenny Quang, Varuna Rao, Dhara Sheth, Krishna Suthar, 
and Elizabeth Tran 

Salutatorians - Top 20% of Class: Stephen Allred, Megan Atchley, Ling 
Cheng, Claire Eastaway, Nicola Eastaway, Jennifer Kiskin, Kristin Perrin, 
Bao-Tran Pharo, and Rachael Reagan 

fourth in Jazz. Senior Tori Benton was named to the All-State team, and 
Tori, Allie Nichols, Melody Evans, Kristen Oyler and Jessie Robertson were 
All-Regional. 

Varsity Porn was first in Large Varsity Hip Hop and Porn as well as High Point 
Award in Tulsa State Fair competition. They were first in Porn and second in 
Hip Hop at the OSDTDA State Championships and earned sixth place in Porn 
and twelfth in Hip Hop in Universal Dance Association (UDA) National Dance 
Competition in Orlando. 

Receiving applications for UDA staff were captain Paige Giles, co-captain Jes
sica Counts, lieutenants Kristen Mumma and Brooklynn Jenkins. Megan 
Atchley was named a UDA All-Star, received an application for UDA staff, 
and was named a member of the OSDTDA All-Region Team. 

Varsity Cheer took first place at the Regional Cheer Championships, second 
at State, and first for Super Large Varsity at National Cheerleading Associa
tion (NCA) Nationals Cheer Competition in Dallas for the third straight year. 
They also received the state Academic Achievement Award for a minimum 
cumulative 3.25 GPA. All-State and All-Regional cheerleaders included Kris
ta Anderson, Andrea Bedingfield, and Mercedes Owens was All-Regional. 
Brooklin Beasley was Academic All-State and was awarded an Oklahoma 
Cheer Association scholarship. NCA staff nominations included Brandi 
Cheek, Andrea Bedingfield, Krista Anderson, Mercedes Owens, Brooklin 
Beasley, Meg Marder, Jordan Harris, Rachel Hunter, Nicole Saffle and Mor
gan Minihan. 

Union seniors consciously gave back to their community throughout this past 
school year. During Union Time, a weekly homeroom period, they undertook let
ter-writing campaigns, participated in "random acts of kindness," and volunteered 
for fundraisers like the I Care Project. The annual holiday drive raised $32 ,000 
to help feed 751 Union families and buy toys for 1,5 52 Union children in need. 

Athletic teams and spirit squads tutored younger students and spent quality time 
with senior citizens while volunteering for a myriad of other worthwhile projects. 

Here are just a few more examples: 
Cheerleaders rooted for Special Olympians and donated to the Tulsa Food Bank; 
Porn members raised funds for the Susan Kamen Foundation and collected school 
supplies; Highsteppers held a benefit performance for the Little Light House and 
raised money for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. Football players mentored el
ementary students during their "Teammates" visits, donated blood during the Red 
Cross "Save a Life Summer" campaign, and rang bells for the Salvation Army. 
Basketball players helped the American Cancer Society; baseball team members 
served meals at the john 3:16 Mission and delivered holiday gifts to children at 
St. Francis Hospital. Golfers assisted with Special Olympics and helped during a 
tournament benefi ting Tulsa Advoca tes for Civil Rights. Many of the students also 
volunteered at the Union PTA Klothes Kloset. 



Seniors of th e Month are chosen through a nomination process condu cted monthly with all fac
ulty and staff being able to nominate students they know or have known well and feel are worthy for 
the honor. Selection is based on leadership, citizenship, scholarship and involvemen t. At the end 
of April/beginning of May, the seniors vote on the nine boys and nine girls for Seniors of the Year. 

Denning 

Tiffany Sides & Ryan Goodwin Elected 
Seniors of the Year for 2008-2009 

The Union tennis program will lose its most productive senior class in his
tory. A total of five will graduate (three boys and two girls) in 2009. Claire 
Eastaway and Sara Taylor lettered all four years and competed as doubles 
partners for much of their career. They helped to guide the girls' team to 
four consecutive fifth-place finishes at the State Tournament. Individually, 
they capped their careers with an impressive fourth place finish at the #1 
doubles position at State. Claire will attend the University of Dallas while 
Sara will attend the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville. 

Tayler Gallien, Ryan Proctor, and Trevor Horstmanil contributed signifi
cantly during the most successful years in the history of Union tennis. Gal
lien, a transfer from illinois and two-year letterman, placed second at #1 
doubles. Proctor, a four-year letterman, has been a prolific doubles player 
in the state highlighted by runner-up finishes in '07 and '09 ani a State indi
vidual title in '08. Horstmann followed his doubles title with Proctor with a 
#2 singles title. He is a four-year letterman with runner-up finishes at the #2 
doubles position his freshman and sophomore years. Ryan, a National Merit 
Finalist and Mr. Union 2009, will attend the University of Oklahoma to play 
tennis and study engineering. Trevor, who recently received a $500 scholar
ship from the Oklahoma Coaches Association as the 2009 Male Scholar Ath
lete, will attend Oklahoma State University to play tennis and study business. 

This year's baseball team graduated 13 seniors and compiled a record of 
27-10. Kevin Kuntz, Mark Robinette, Ryan Hasbini, and Corwin Meyer 
were everyday starters while Davis Cosgrove, Ryan Goodwin, Michael 
Rossiter, and Ryan Murphy split time at their respective positions. Colton 
Parker and Colton Dickinson had a couple of spot starts at catcher and 
first base. Robinette and Andrew Polly were two of our starting pitchers 
while Jonathan Sebring filled in some spot starts and relief as a pitcher, and 
Connor Bradley came in relief as a pitcher. Kuntz, Robinette, and Hasbini 
made the All-Conference and the All-Metro team with Polly making the line
up for the South All-Star team. 

Our senior signers are Kevin Kuntz, University of Kansas; Mark Robinette and 
Ryan Hasbini will be roommates at North East Texas Junior College; Andrew 
Polly, Cowley County ]C; Jonathan Sebring, Ottawa, Ks.; Colton Dickinson, 
Southwestern (football). Ryan Goodwin, Corwin Meyer, and Colton Parker 
are going to OU; and Davis Cosgrove, Connor Bradley and Michael Rossiter 
will head to OSU. The last game of the season, in the State Tournament, was 
evidence of how hard they fought - with the score 9-1 in the bottom of the 
sixth, this team battled back to 9-8 and one hit away from going ahead. This 
team had one of the best years of team unity and great teammates who will 
be greatly remembered and missed. 

Union spirit teams had another successful year. The Highsteppers 
kicked off the year with first in the Large Varsity Jazz category at the 
Tulsa State Fair, then earned first place and a Superior rating at Okla
homa State Dance Team Directors Association (OSDTDA) State Champi
onships. The girls won first place in Lyrical at Champion Dance Compe
tition in Orlando, Florida, along with second in Kick and Modern and 



district has 
an impressive number 
of National Merit Schol
ars. Union's graduating 
classes consistently re
ceive millions of dollars 
in scholarship offers to 
e0lleges and universities 
throughout the country. 

National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSC) is a not
for-profit organization that 
conducts the National Merit Scholar 
academic competition for recogni
tion and undergraduate scholar
ships. 

This year's students who qualified 
for National Merit Finalist status are 
Alana Denning, Ryan Proctor, Ohara 
Sheth, and Brian Ward. Ethan Fowl
er was recognized as a Semifinalist. 

National Merit Semifinalists are se
lected i:n September based on their 
performance on the PSAT/NMSQT--a 
test that measures verbal, math, and 
writing skills. National Merit Finalists 
are announced in February, based 
upon students who meet additional 
academic requirements. 

Finalist 

Merit Scholars are selected 
from the group of Finalists, 
based on their I abilities, 
skills, and accomplish
ments. 

Commended Students are 
named on the basis of a 

nationally applied Selection 
Index score that may vary 

from year to year and is below 
the level required for partici
pants to be named Semifinalists 

i:n their respective states. Although 
Commended Students do not con
tinue in the c0mpetiti0n for National 
Merit® Scholarships, some of these 
students do become candidates for 
Special Scholarships sponsored by 
corporations and businesses. 

Union's Commended students in
clude Austin B. Cagle, Claire L. East
away, Nicola A. Eastaway, Courtney 
M. Handy, Aubrey M. Harris, Andy 
T. Iwamoto, Jennifer L. Kiskin, Ra
chael R. Reagan, and Jared B. Wil
liams. 

Merit scholarship awards include Na
tional Merit $2500 Scholarships and 
corporate - and college-sponsored 
scholarships. 

Ryan Hunter, Lucas Miller, Bryan Jones, Steve Allred, Andy Johnson, Ste
ven Baker, Alex Baker, Steven Orozco, juan-Carlos Bolanos, Austin Miller, 
Grant Smith, Thomas Tejeda, and Parker Goforth provided the framework 
for success. The Redskins completed their regular season with a 12-1 record, 
undefeated in district and therefore District Champions. The post-season run 
ended with a 2-1 loss after double overtime and penalty kicks to Edmond 
Santa Fe in the State finals. The season was capped off with Ryan Hunter and 
Andy johnson being named to the All-State Team. 

The senior class of 2009left its mark on the class 6A women's soccer history 
books. A very gifted and talented group not only on the soccer pitch, but 
off as well. The eight seniors experienced more in each season than most 
teams could only dream of, and did it each of their four special years. In 
four years, this group ended up playing in a quarter final, a semi-final and 
winning two State Championships. Each was named to either the 2009 All
Conference team or All-District team, and three were named to the All-State 
team along with their head coach. Six of the young ladies will go on to play 
college soccer, five at the Division I level. Ending the season 13-2, the team 
scored 61 goals and only gave up 10. Stephanie Aitken led the team with 
21 goals and 5 assists foll0wed by Courtney Morris with 11 goals and 8 
assists. The defense was anchored by seniors Allison Rucinski, Stephanie 
Matthiesen, Kelsey McGuirk, Amanda Rohling, and goalkeeper Kourtney 
Egge. The hardest working player on the team, Ali Amayo, played wide in 
the midfield and dominated her opponents with her speed and technical 
ability. Seven of the eight seniors will be members of the Academic All
Conference team, with grade points of 3.67 or higher. 

The 2009 track and field season ended with the boys winning their second 
consecutive State Title and the girls placing third overall. The boys' team 
lost the first meet of the year, but then went undefeated until the end. Se
nior Taylor Monaghan won State in both the 1600- and 3200-meter. He also 
placed fourth in the 800-meter run and anchored the fourth place 4x800 
relay. Boyea Lockett repeated as the 100- and 200-meter sprint champion 
and anchored an outstanding State Champion 4x100 relay. Another senior, 
Martin Smith helped the 4x800 relay take fourth overall. On the girls' team 
Amber Allen helped the 4x100 relay take fourth place, and Kayla Capps 
fought off an injury to help the 4x400 relay place fourth. For the distance 
girls, Jacqueline Alnes had a nice showing in the 1600- and 3200-meter rac
es. Other seniors contributing throughout the year were Tony Gardner, Em
ily Meadors, Monica Cancienne, and Jordan Patrick. 

The tenth season of slow-pitch softball proved to be a very exciting and suc
cessful year. We won the regional tournament for the third year in a row 
beating Tecumseh in an exciting 6-5 win and went on to the State Tourna
ment. The 2009 team had a record of 23-10 finishing third in the Muskogee 
Spring Classic. This was the youngest team put on the field in a while with 
no seniors on the team. Union had five players named to the All-Conference 
team, and 14 were named to the All-Conference Academic team with seven 
posting a 3.5 or better and two posting a perfect 4.0. We are looking forward 
to a bright future with everyone returning to next year's team. 



Drama's Repertory Theatre group won the OSSAA (Oklahoma Secondary 
Schools Activities Association) Regional One-Act Play Competition and were 
first runners-up in the OSSAA State One-Act Play competition. 

Drama staged a very successful presentation of Les Miserables, the All-School 
Musical which showcased some stunning student talent and was attended by 
a record number of patrons. In addition, several classic plays were presented 
to conclude the school year including Into the Woods by the High School Rep
ertory Theater. 

Senior Taylor Carroll was a two-year member of Repertory Theater and a 
one-year member of the Theater of Professionals. She's played the roles 
of Mrs. Hannigan in Annie, Golda in Fiddler on the Roof, and Fontine in Les 
Miserables and is an accomplished jazz singer performing frequently around 
the city of Tulsa. 

Josh Adams was a two-year member of Repertory Theater and a two-year 
member of Theater of Professionals. This year, he took honors as an All-Star 
regional and state cast member. Josh has played the roles of The Prince in 
Into The Woods, Amadeus in the play Amadeus, and Marius in Les Miserables, 
and he has recently received a full scholarship to attend NYU in New York to 
study theater. 

Senior Sarah Pradhan was fourth at Regional One-Act Play Competition and 
received the Most Dedicated award for Repertory Theatre. An Oklahoma 
Academic Scholar, she was offered academic and/or theatre scholarships at 
TU, OU, UCO, ORU, and OCU. 

Another Oklahoma Academic Scholar, Stella Highfill received the Ms. The
atre Award and academic and theatre scholarship offers from OU, UT, OCU, 
and St. Edward's. For Repertory Theatre, Kat Berezowski was Best Support
ing Actress, Andrew Wolf earned the Mr. Theatre award, Drew Hale was 
Best Supporting Actor, Orlando Santiago was Best Technician. In Advanced 
Theatre, Corey Roberson was named Best Actor and Austin Gill was Best 
Technician. 

The Union High School Orchestra competed in the Dixie Classics National 
Competition in Saint Louis and received Superior Ratings from all judges. 
They also received the "Outstanding String Section" award and senior Ian 
Jett received an "Outstanding Soloist" award. Senior violinist Ali Slaymaker 
received the Orchestra Arts Excellence Award at YouthArts! 

After taking first place in the Broken Arrow Invitational and second place in 
the Oklahoma Bandmasters Association 6A competition, the Renegade Regi
ment competed in the Bands of America National Competition in Indianapo
lis and progressed successfully through preliminary competitions, conclud
ing their competition season with a ranking of 14'h in the nation. 

The Jazz Band received a first runner-up ranking in the OSSAA State contest 
in Edmond. They also competed in the University of Kansas Jazz Festival 
where they received the "Outstanding Jazz Saxophone Section" award. 

Senior Joey Sheridan won his third consecutive individual State Champion
ship, and State Runners-Up were seniors Cody Beisel and Tyler Greenhaw. 
Senior Ray Calvert placed at State and Trae Treleaven and Sam Wolfenberger 
were State qualifiers. 

The Union High School swimming program had its finest season ever in 2008-
09. At the State Championships in February, the girls' team was runner-up 
(just ten points from the title) and the boys were fifth (nine points out of sec
ond place). Senior Nelson Head took individual State championships in the 
200 individual medley and 100 backstroke. Additionally, Nelson was named 
All-American in the backstroke and was joined by Rachel Bailey and Rachael 
Reagan on the Oklahoma All-State team. 

This senior class showed us that "Tradition Never Graduates" by continuing 
the basketball tradition established throughout the years. With only one re
turning senior this season in Tracy Moore, others paid their dues to earn the 
opportunity to play as seniors. Levi Giese made All-Conference first team, 
Faith 7 All-Star team, Jim Thorpe All-Star team and led us in scoring and re
bounding, blocked shots and was the Offensive Player of the Year. Tracy 
Moore made the All-Conference second team and led us in assists. Sterling 
Ballard was our field goal percentage leader and also the most improved play
er. Rodney Patterson was a one-year letter winner who had a solid year, and 
Terrell Williams returned to Union to become a valuable player off the bench. 
Howard Scarborough returned after sitting out a year and became our starting 
point guard and leader on the floor. Tyler Rice suffered an injury in our last 
preseason game and missed much of the year, but he recovered to become a 
big part of our success. 

This year's group of Lady Redskins included Destinee Frierson, Roni Jeffer
son, Anndree Zaio, and Kourtney Egge, four seniors who played a huge role 
in the construction and development of our program and have continued to 
keep Union on top of girls' basketball in Oklahoma. Destinee has been with the 
varsity program for four years and has accumulated a record of 90-17. All of 
these seniors played large roles in winning the school's first State Champion
ship last season and finished their careers with a 24-3 senior season. Rani has 
signed to play next season at Pittsburg State in Kansas while Destinee is still 
undecided. Anndree and Kourtney will attend college next year as well, but are 
also undecided as to where. 

The girl's golf team was very successful, winning five varsity tournaments and 
taking second place in two additional invitationals. They qualified for the State 
Tournament, placing third at regionals, just one stroke out of a first-place tie. 
Seniors Danielle Wright (captain) & Kristin Perrin played on the State Tour
nament team. Seniors Susan Storm, Ellen Storm, and Caroline Trump were 
multi-year lettermen, with all five seniors taking Academic All-State honors. 

The boy's golf team was very competitive with a record-setting year. The var
sity missed qualifying for the State Tournament by eight strokes. Senior cap
tain Greg Thompson led a group of solid senior class boys this year including 
jason Bye, Alex Stone, and Tyler Jones. With four of our top five players re
turning next year, the team's expectations are high for the 2009-2010 season. 

The boy's Varsity Soccer Team began its season with five returning starters 
and was led by thirteen seniors. The leadership and hard work from seniors 



The High School Winter Guard received the State Championship award in a 
competition held at West Moore High School in the spring. They also won 
best in class awards in several other competitions throughout the season. 

Seniors Jenny Daer and Eamon Shoghi were named Band Arts Excellence 
Award winners. Jenny, a trumpet player was selected as part of the U.S. Army 
.AJJ.-American High School Band. Eamon, a drum maj0r and tenor sax player, 
was named to All-District Band. 

Samantha Gibbons was All-District, a member of the KU Jazz Festival out
standing sax section and received Superior ratings at OSSAA State Solo and 
Ensemble contest. Kathryn Goff was All-District Honor Band, received Su
perior ratings at State Solo and Ensemble contest, and was awarded the Kit 
Stephens Esprit D'Corps Award. 

Kelly Corning was named Outstanding Senior Band Member, and loading 
crew captain Greg Curran was All-District Concert Band and received both 
academic and music scholarships to the University of Tulsa. 

The High School Choir competed in the Dixie Classics National Adjudicators 
Competition, a national level contest held in Chicago, and received Superior 
ratings from all judges. At OSSAA State Competition, the Union Avenue 
Singers received the First Runner-Up award. 

Kim Stewart earned a Superior rating with her solo performance at both Dis
trict and State OSSAA contest and was selected to the Al.J.-OCDA (Oklahoma 
Choral Directors Association) Women's Chorus and the All-OMEA (Oklahoma 
Music Educators Association) All-State Chorus; Morgan Reger received a Su
perior rating at district-level competition, and Justin Petron was selected for 
membership in the OMEA All-State Choir. Ben Lovel earned second place at 
All-State Jazz Choir competition, and Crystal Mastandrea received superior 
ratings at district and state contests. 

Competitive Speech students at all levels had a very successful year. Se
niors with exceptional accomplishments in contests throughout the year are 
Jedaiah Love, Carl Taylor, and KateLynn Dunning. Their efforts and those 
of younger team members have produced a record number of medals and 
trophies for the Union Schools Competitive Speech program. These three 
seniors along with freshmen, sophomore, and junior team members were 
recognized as Regional and State Qualifiers. 

A record number of visual arts students participated in this year's YOUTHARTS! 
Competition. This juried arts competition recognized outstanding artists in 
painting, printmaking, drawing, digital imaging, ceramics, and AP Portfolios. 

Senior Cara Berberet, an outstanding artist, received first place awards in the 
"Natureworks Contest" and in the Tulsa Arts and Humanities Contest. She 
also placed third in the Tulsa Mayfest Competition. She has been accepted 
at KU to major in Illustration. Cara received the Arts Excellence Award along 
wtth Zach Baxter who is considering degrees in Engineering and Industrial 
Design. 

The Senior Class of the 2008 Redskin football team was the largest group 
ever (43 seniors). They were given the charge of winning the State Champion
ship title for the fifth time in school history. Their leadership, with the motto 
of "Victory, Vision, and V (Roman numeral 5), left more than just another 
gold trophy. They left a legacy of how to overcome adversity with teamwork. 

Learning the lessons of becoming a team and relying on this teamwork, these 
seniors were able to accomplish many record setting performances through
out the season and an amazing playoff run by defeating their opponents by 
a margin of nearly 35 points per game. 

The legacy of a champion was left behind for the underclassmen to embrace. 
Not only the trophy of a champion; but a champion's work ethic, character, 
and class. 

We will always remember the seniors of the 2008 football team, not because 
they were the biggest class in numbers, but because of the lessons they 
taught us about becoming a team - A Championship Team! 

The boys' cross country team won the State meet for the second year in a 
row. Leading the way was returning State Champion Steven Baker, who won 
for the second straight year, with teammate Taylor Monaghan finishing a 
close second. Also on the varsity roster were Alex Baker and Tony Gardner. 
All-State honors went to Steven Baker and Taylor Monaghan who also made 
All-Regional along with Alex Baker. Other seniors included Jason Dill, Jesse 
Gurley, Ryan Proctor, and Dylan Turner. 

The Union girls won the Jenks/Union Dual, placed second at Regionals, and 
sixth at State. Jacqueline Alnes was named to the All-Regional team and 
placed at State. Also on the varsity team were four-year starter Hannah 
Hensel and newcomer Emily Meadors. Rounding out the senior girls were 
Danna Barrick and manager Mary Pike. 

Behind the senior leadership of Kourtney Buckley, Kira Bunnell, Shawn En
sley, and Allison Rucinski, the Lady Redskin volleyball team had another 
great season. This year's team was ranked first, second or third all season 
long. They sent Union to its third straight State Tournament and sixth in the 
last seven years. Allison has been a three-year performer on the varsity while 
Shawn has been with varsity for two years. 

The 2008-09 fast-pitch softball team had a great season with a record of 22-
11 this year, and a second-place fini.sh at the Regional Tournament. We had 
some dynamite athletes and were led by two seniors, Jordan Patrick who 
played catcher and batted .304, and Porsha Riley, shortstop, who batted a 
.347. Both were named to the All-Conference Second Team, and Porsha made 
All-State at starting shortstop. The team excelled off the field as well with se· 
nior manager Morgan Marlow making the All-Conference Academic Selection. 

Union Wrestling capped off an outstanding season by winning the OSSAA 
Class 6A State Tournament. The team had a dual record of 18 - 1 versus 
other schools while outscoring their opponents by an average score of 52 -
13. The team also won the Mid-America Nationals-Union Classic Wrestling 
tournament, along with the Geary and Sapulpa Tournaments, the Oklahoma 
City University Dual, and the OSSAA Class 6A Eastern Regional. 



Cl••• of 2009 Gr••••t•• 889 Seafor• 
While a new and ever-changing world awaits the 
Class of 2009 - a class shaped by the tragedy of 
9/11 and pervasive technology from texting to 
Twitter - the 889 graduating seniors can look to 
their lessons and experiences at Union for guid
ance. 

"Tonight's celebration is the culminating event of 
13 years of personal development and education 
- education that has hopefully awakened your 
curiosity and shined a light on your talents and 
abilities, preparing you for life," Superintendent 
Dr. Cathy Burden said. 

"We hope that you have developed your own 
unique individual style even though ironically, to
night in your Union caps and gowns, you all look 
very much alike - like Redskins. Soon you will be 
dispersing in many directions - actualizing that 
individuality- but 
being an alumnus 
of Union Public 
Schools will for
ever be a defin
ing part of who 
you are. You and 
Union are linked 
forever and your 
success will be 
our success. The 
legacy you have 
left through your 
teamwork and 
championships, 
your high level of volunteerism, and your motivation to 
achieve has made your class highly respected and means that 
you are well suited for success after high school." 

In preparing her keynote speech, Burden told how she sur
veyed a number of people from different walks of life, discov
ering a common theme in the different opinions - "you need 
to appreciate what you've been given so far and now make 
the most of it." 

Explaining, Burden stated, "When you were in fifth grade on 
9/ 11 and the Twin Towers came down, this country changed 
and your childhood and adolescence were influenced. We 
became more safety oriented, parents hovered 
closer to advocate and protect their children, 
and simultaneous advancements in technology 
enabled you to grow up multitasking continu
ally with digital devices that seem to be an ex
tension of your bodies. The support you've re
ceived from your family and the opportunities 
provided by a quality school have given you an 
advantage and shouldn't be taken for granted. 
It is time to tell your parents that you appreciate 
them, thank your grandparents for their indul
gence, make up with your brothers and sisters, 
and assure those that have provided for you 
that wherever you go next - to college, to work, 
or to the military- you will text, e-mail, Twitter, 
skype, IM, blog, and call frequently.'' 

Burden urged the seniors to thank their teachers who helped 
shaped them and remember all those people who helped the se
niors along their education journey. Concluding, she said, "Re-

member back to eighth grade when you read that 
powerful book, The Diary of Anne Frank, and 
adopt her philosophy. Even in the face of adver
sity she said: 'How wonderful it is that nobody 
need wait a single moment before starting to im
prove the world.' Now is your time to improve the 
world and make a positive difference. Our best 
wishes are with you." 

Student Council President Callie White echoed 
Burden's sentiments. "When most people think 
about graduation, they worry about their future. 
We should not be afraid of the future, but self-as
sured for we have been given the building blocks 
for a successful future - a wc;mderful education, 
a great upbringing, and the greatest friends and 
supporters." 

"Don't we all look mighty fine ," called out Austin 
Cagle, Class Secretary, as he and Class Publicist 

Kelsey Smith recalled "The Good Ole Days." The duo joked back 
and forth as they took their seniors back through their school 
years. "We're soon to part a few weeks after tonight," Cagle 
said. But, Smith added, "We will foreveF be the graduating class 
of 2009," as they chimed in together proclaiming "Redskins for 
Life!" 

Principal Dave Stauffer commended the seniors and recognized 
nine valedictorians and nine salutatorians. "Your accomplish
ments are partially evident by the $8,045,246 in scholarships of

-----..., fered to your class members." He 
also recognized 30 Distinguished 
Graduates before introducing vale
dictorian speakers Kenny Quang 
and Dhara Sheth. 

Quang told his class, "We close the 
first chapter of our lives, eager to 
take the next step that lies ahead. 
But this is not the end. This day is 
only the beginning of many great 
things to come ... . As we live our 
lives, know that nothing can hin
der our paths.'' 

Sheth said, "Union High School 
will always be our home, a place 
in which we have thrived and 
matured, a place we strived to 

improve for posterity. . . . As Redskins, we will 
continue to show our character, our pride, our 
strength." 

Senior Executive Board membeF Lindsay Grooms 
and Vice President Kristen Zachary led the class 
in paying tribute to seniors who plan to join the 
armed services as well as those adults who have 
served or are serving in the military. The Senior 
Choir members also sang a patriotic medley and 
led the class in singing the Alma Mater. 

After degrees were conferred to seniors, Senior 
Class Treasurer Taylor Sides presented the cer

"·=--JlJLLcu class torch to incoming Senior Class President Brittany 
Brown. Then, Sides declared, "Remember this night. It marks the 
beginning of a whole new adventure. Are you ready? You may 
move your tassels!" 



The High School Winter Guard received the State Championship award in a 
competition held at West Moore High School in the spring. They also won 
best in class awards in several other competitions throughout the season. 

Seniors Jenny Daer and Eamon Shoghi were named Band Arts Excellence 
Award winners. Jenny, a trumpet player was selected as part of the U.S. Army 
.AJJ.-American High School Band. Eamon, a drum maj0r and tenor sax player, 
was named to All-District Band. 

Samantha Gibbons was All-District, a member of the KU Jazz Festival out
standing sax section and received Superior ratings at OSSAA State Solo and 
Ensemble contest. Kathryn Goff was All-District Honor Band, received Su
perior ratings at State Solo and Ensemble contest, and was awarded the Kit 
Stephens Esprit D'Corps Award. 

Kelly Corning was named Outstanding Senior Band Member, and loading 
crew captain Greg Curran was All-District Concert Band and received both 
academic and music scholarships to the University of Tulsa. 

The High School Choir competed in the Dixie Classics National Adjudicators 
Competition, a national level contest held in Chicago, and received Superior 
ratings from all judges. At OSSAA State Competition, the Union Avenue 
Singers received the First Runner-Up award. 

Kim Stewart earned a Superior rating with her solo performance at both Dis
trict and State OSSAA contest and was selected to the Al.J.-OCDA (Oklahoma 
Choral Directors Association) Women's Chorus and the All-OMEA (Oklahoma 
Music Educators Association) All-State Chorus; Morgan Reger received a Su
perior rating at district-level competition, and Justin Petron was selected for 
membership in the OMEA All-State Choir. Ben Lovel earned second place at 
All-State Jazz Choir competition, and Crystal Mastandrea received superior 
ratings at district and state contests. 

Competitive Speech students at all levels had a very successful year. Se
niors with exceptional accomplishments in contests throughout the year are 
Jedaiah Love, Carl Taylor, and KateLynn Dunning. Their efforts and those 
of younger team members have produced a record number of medals and 
trophies for the Union Schools Competitive Speech program. These three 
seniors along with freshmen, sophomore, and junior team members were 
recognized as Regional and State Qualifiers. 

A record number of visual arts students participated in this year's YOUTHARTS! 
Competition. This juried arts competition recognized outstanding artists in 
painting, printmaking, drawing, digital imaging, ceramics, and AP Portfolios. 

Senior Cara Berberet, an outstanding artist, received first place awards in the 
"Natureworks Contest" and in the Tulsa Arts and Humanities Contest. She 
also placed third in the Tulsa Mayfest Competition. She has been accepted 
at KU to major in Illustration. Cara received the Arts Excellence Award along 
wtth Zach Baxter who is considering degrees in Engineering and Industrial 
Design. 

The Senior Class of the 2008 Redskin football team was the largest group 
ever (43 seniors). They were given the charge of winning the State Champion
ship title for the fifth time in school history. Their leadership, with the motto 
of "Victory, Vision, and V (Roman numeral 5), left more than just another 
gold trophy. They left a legacy of how to overcome adversity with teamwork. 

Learning the lessons of becoming a team and relying on this teamwork, these 
seniors were able to accomplish many record setting performances through
out the season and an amazing playoff run by defeating their opponents by 
a margin of nearly 35 points per game. 

The legacy of a champion was left behind for the underclassmen to embrace. 
Not only the trophy of a champion; but a champion's work ethic, character, 
and class. 

We will always remember the seniors of the 2008 football team, not because 
they were the biggest class in numbers, but because of the lessons they 
taught us about becoming a team - A Championship Team! 

The boys' cross country team won the State meet for the second year in a 
row. Leading the way was returning State Champion Steven Baker, who won 
for the second straight year, with teammate Taylor Monaghan finishing a 
close second. Also on the varsity roster were Alex Baker and Tony Gardner. 
All-State honors went to Steven Baker and Taylor Monaghan who also made 
All-Regional along with Alex Baker. Other seniors included Jason Dill, Jesse 
Gurley, Ryan Proctor, and Dylan Turner. 

The Union girls won the Jenks/Union Dual, placed second at Regionals, and 
sixth at State. Jacqueline Alnes was named to the All-Regional team and 
placed at State. Also on the varsity team were four-year starter Hannah 
Hensel and newcomer Emily Meadors. Rounding out the senior girls were 
Danna Barrick and manager Mary Pike. 

Behind the senior leadership of Kourtney Buckley, Kira Bunnell, Shawn En
sley, and Allison Rucinski, the Lady Redskin volleyball team had another 
great season. This year's team was ranked first, second or third all season 
long. They sent Union to its third straight State Tournament and sixth in the 
last seven years. Allison has been a three-year performer on the varsity while 
Shawn has been with varsity for two years. 

The 2008-09 fast-pitch softball team had a great season with a record of 22-
11 this year, and a second-place fini.sh at the Regional Tournament. We had 
some dynamite athletes and were led by two seniors, Jordan Patrick who 
played catcher and batted .304, and Porsha Riley, shortstop, who batted a 
.347. Both were named to the All-Conference Second Team, and Porsha made 
All-State at starting shortstop. The team excelled off the field as well with se· 
nior manager Morgan Marlow making the All-Conference Academic Selection. 

Union Wrestling capped off an outstanding season by winning the OSSAA 
Class 6A State Tournament. The team had a dual record of 18 - 1 versus 
other schools while outscoring their opponents by an average score of 52 -
13. The team also won the Mid-America Nationals-Union Classic Wrestling 
tournament, along with the Geary and Sapulpa Tournaments, the Oklahoma 
City University Dual, and the OSSAA Class 6A Eastern Regional. 



Drama's Repertory Theatre group won the OSSAA (Oklahoma Secondary 
Schools Activities Association) Regional One-Act Play Competition and were 
first runners-up in the OSSAA State One-Act Play competition. 

Drama staged a very successful presentation of Les Miserables, the All-School 
Musical which showcased some stunning student talent and was attended by 
a record number of patrons. In addition, several classic plays were presented 
to conclude the school year including Into the Woods by the High School Rep
ertory Theater. 

Senior Taylor Carroll was a two-year member of Repertory Theater and a 
one-year member of the Theater of Professionals. She's played the roles 
of Mrs. Hannigan in Annie, Golda in Fiddler on the Roof, and Fontine in Les 
Miserables and is an accomplished jazz singer performing frequently around 
the city of Tulsa. 

Josh Adams was a two-year member of Repertory Theater and a two-year 
member of Theater of Professionals. This year, he took honors as an All-Star 
regional and state cast member. Josh has played the roles of The Prince in 
Into The Woods, Amadeus in the play Amadeus, and Marius in Les Miserables, 
and he has recently received a full scholarship to attend NYU in New York to 
study theater. 

Senior Sarah Pradhan was fourth at Regional One-Act Play Competition and 
received the Most Dedicated award for Repertory Theatre. An Oklahoma 
Academic Scholar, she was offered academic and/or theatre scholarships at 
TU, OU, UCO, ORU, and OCU. 

Another Oklahoma Academic Scholar, Stella Highfill received the Ms. The
atre Award and academic and theatre scholarship offers from OU, UT, OCU, 
and St. Edward's. For Repertory Theatre, Kat Berezowski was Best Support
ing Actress, Andrew Wolf earned the Mr. Theatre award, Drew Hale was 
Best Supporting Actor, Orlando Santiago was Best Technician. In Advanced 
Theatre, Corey Roberson was named Best Actor and Austin Gill was Best 
Technician. 

The Union High School Orchestra competed in the Dixie Classics National 
Competition in Saint Louis and received Superior Ratings from all judges. 
They also received the "Outstanding String Section" award and senior Ian 
Jett received an "Outstanding Soloist" award. Senior violinist Ali Slaymaker 
received the Orchestra Arts Excellence Award at YouthArts! 

After taking first place in the Broken Arrow Invitational and second place in 
the Oklahoma Bandmasters Association 6A competition, the Renegade Regi
ment competed in the Bands of America National Competition in Indianapo
lis and progressed successfully through preliminary competitions, conclud
ing their competition season with a ranking of 14'h in the nation. 

The Jazz Band received a first runner-up ranking in the OSSAA State contest 
in Edmond. They also competed in the University of Kansas Jazz Festival 
where they received the "Outstanding Jazz Saxophone Section" award. 

Senior Joey Sheridan won his third consecutive individual State Champion
ship, and State Runners-Up were seniors Cody Beisel and Tyler Greenhaw. 
Senior Ray Calvert placed at State and Trae Treleaven and Sam Wolfenberger 
were State qualifiers. 

The Union High School swimming program had its finest season ever in 2008-
09. At the State Championships in February, the girls' team was runner-up 
(just ten points from the title) and the boys were fifth (nine points out of sec
ond place). Senior Nelson Head took individual State championships in the 
200 individual medley and 100 backstroke. Additionally, Nelson was named 
All-American in the backstroke and was joined by Rachel Bailey and Rachael 
Reagan on the Oklahoma All-State team. 

This senior class showed us that "Tradition Never Graduates" by continuing 
the basketball tradition established throughout the years. With only one re
turning senior this season in Tracy Moore, others paid their dues to earn the 
opportunity to play as seniors. Levi Giese made All-Conference first team, 
Faith 7 All-Star team, Jim Thorpe All-Star team and led us in scoring and re
bounding, blocked shots and was the Offensive Player of the Year. Tracy 
Moore made the All-Conference second team and led us in assists. Sterling 
Ballard was our field goal percentage leader and also the most improved play
er. Rodney Patterson was a one-year letter winner who had a solid year, and 
Terrell Williams returned to Union to become a valuable player off the bench. 
Howard Scarborough returned after sitting out a year and became our starting 
point guard and leader on the floor. Tyler Rice suffered an injury in our last 
preseason game and missed much of the year, but he recovered to become a 
big part of our success. 

This year's group of Lady Redskins included Destinee Frierson, Roni Jeffer
son, Anndree Zaio, and Kourtney Egge, four seniors who played a huge role 
in the construction and development of our program and have continued to 
keep Union on top of girls' basketball in Oklahoma. Destinee has been with the 
varsity program for four years and has accumulated a record of 90-17. All of 
these seniors played large roles in winning the school's first State Champion
ship last season and finished their careers with a 24-3 senior season. Rani has 
signed to play next season at Pittsburg State in Kansas while Destinee is still 
undecided. Anndree and Kourtney will attend college next year as well, but are 
also undecided as to where. 

The girl's golf team was very successful, winning five varsity tournaments and 
taking second place in two additional invitationals. They qualified for the State 
Tournament, placing third at regionals, just one stroke out of a first-place tie. 
Seniors Danielle Wright (captain) & Kristin Perrin played on the State Tour
nament team. Seniors Susan Storm, Ellen Storm, and Caroline Trump were 
multi-year lettermen, with all five seniors taking Academic All-State honors. 

The boy's golf team was very competitive with a record-setting year. The var
sity missed qualifying for the State Tournament by eight strokes. Senior cap
tain Greg Thompson led a group of solid senior class boys this year including 
jason Bye, Alex Stone, and Tyler Jones. With four of our top five players re
turning next year, the team's expectations are high for the 2009-2010 season. 

The boy's Varsity Soccer Team began its season with five returning starters 
and was led by thirteen seniors. The leadership and hard work from seniors 



district has 
an impressive number 
of National Merit Schol
ars. Union's graduating 
classes consistently re
ceive millions of dollars 
in scholarship offers to 
e0lleges and universities 
throughout the country. 

National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSC) is a not
for-profit organization that 
conducts the National Merit Scholar 
academic competition for recogni
tion and undergraduate scholar
ships. 

This year's students who qualified 
for National Merit Finalist status are 
Alana Denning, Ryan Proctor, Ohara 
Sheth, and Brian Ward. Ethan Fowl
er was recognized as a Semifinalist. 

National Merit Semifinalists are se
lected i:n September based on their 
performance on the PSAT/NMSQT--a 
test that measures verbal, math, and 
writing skills. National Merit Finalists 
are announced in February, based 
upon students who meet additional 
academic requirements. 

Finalist 

Merit Scholars are selected 
from the group of Finalists, 
based on their I abilities, 
skills, and accomplish
ments. 

Commended Students are 
named on the basis of a 

nationally applied Selection 
Index score that may vary 

from year to year and is below 
the level required for partici
pants to be named Semifinalists 

i:n their respective states. Although 
Commended Students do not con
tinue in the c0mpetiti0n for National 
Merit® Scholarships, some of these 
students do become candidates for 
Special Scholarships sponsored by 
corporations and businesses. 

Union's Commended students in
clude Austin B. Cagle, Claire L. East
away, Nicola A. Eastaway, Courtney 
M. Handy, Aubrey M. Harris, Andy 
T. Iwamoto, Jennifer L. Kiskin, Ra
chael R. Reagan, and Jared B. Wil
liams. 

Merit scholarship awards include Na
tional Merit $2500 Scholarships and 
corporate - and college-sponsored 
scholarships. 

Ryan Hunter, Lucas Miller, Bryan Jones, Steve Allred, Andy Johnson, Ste
ven Baker, Alex Baker, Steven Orozco, juan-Carlos Bolanos, Austin Miller, 
Grant Smith, Thomas Tejeda, and Parker Goforth provided the framework 
for success. The Redskins completed their regular season with a 12-1 record, 
undefeated in district and therefore District Champions. The post-season run 
ended with a 2-1 loss after double overtime and penalty kicks to Edmond 
Santa Fe in the State finals. The season was capped off with Ryan Hunter and 
Andy johnson being named to the All-State Team. 

The senior class of 2009left its mark on the class 6A women's soccer history 
books. A very gifted and talented group not only on the soccer pitch, but 
off as well. The eight seniors experienced more in each season than most 
teams could only dream of, and did it each of their four special years. In 
four years, this group ended up playing in a quarter final, a semi-final and 
winning two State Championships. Each was named to either the 2009 All
Conference team or All-District team, and three were named to the All-State 
team along with their head coach. Six of the young ladies will go on to play 
college soccer, five at the Division I level. Ending the season 13-2, the team 
scored 61 goals and only gave up 10. Stephanie Aitken led the team with 
21 goals and 5 assists foll0wed by Courtney Morris with 11 goals and 8 
assists. The defense was anchored by seniors Allison Rucinski, Stephanie 
Matthiesen, Kelsey McGuirk, Amanda Rohling, and goalkeeper Kourtney 
Egge. The hardest working player on the team, Ali Amayo, played wide in 
the midfield and dominated her opponents with her speed and technical 
ability. Seven of the eight seniors will be members of the Academic All
Conference team, with grade points of 3.67 or higher. 

The 2009 track and field season ended with the boys winning their second 
consecutive State Title and the girls placing third overall. The boys' team 
lost the first meet of the year, but then went undefeated until the end. Se
nior Taylor Monaghan won State in both the 1600- and 3200-meter. He also 
placed fourth in the 800-meter run and anchored the fourth place 4x800 
relay. Boyea Lockett repeated as the 100- and 200-meter sprint champion 
and anchored an outstanding State Champion 4x100 relay. Another senior, 
Martin Smith helped the 4x800 relay take fourth overall. On the girls' team 
Amber Allen helped the 4x100 relay take fourth place, and Kayla Capps 
fought off an injury to help the 4x400 relay place fourth. For the distance 
girls, Jacqueline Alnes had a nice showing in the 1600- and 3200-meter rac
es. Other seniors contributing throughout the year were Tony Gardner, Em
ily Meadors, Monica Cancienne, and Jordan Patrick. 

The tenth season of slow-pitch softball proved to be a very exciting and suc
cessful year. We won the regional tournament for the third year in a row 
beating Tecumseh in an exciting 6-5 win and went on to the State Tourna
ment. The 2009 team had a record of 23-10 finishing third in the Muskogee 
Spring Classic. This was the youngest team put on the field in a while with 
no seniors on the team. Union had five players named to the All-Conference 
team, and 14 were named to the All-Conference Academic team with seven 
posting a 3.5 or better and two posting a perfect 4.0. We are looking forward 
to a bright future with everyone returning to next year's team. 



Seniors of th e Month are chosen through a nomination process condu cted monthly with all fac
ulty and staff being able to nominate students they know or have known well and feel are worthy for 
the honor. Selection is based on leadership, citizenship, scholarship and involvemen t. At the end 
of April/beginning of May, the seniors vote on the nine boys and nine girls for Seniors of the Year. 

Denning 

Tiffany Sides & Ryan Goodwin Elected 
Seniors of the Year for 2008-2009 

The Union tennis program will lose its most productive senior class in his
tory. A total of five will graduate (three boys and two girls) in 2009. Claire 
Eastaway and Sara Taylor lettered all four years and competed as doubles 
partners for much of their career. They helped to guide the girls' team to 
four consecutive fifth-place finishes at the State Tournament. Individually, 
they capped their careers with an impressive fourth place finish at the #1 
doubles position at State. Claire will attend the University of Dallas while 
Sara will attend the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville. 

Tayler Gallien, Ryan Proctor, and Trevor Horstmanil contributed signifi
cantly during the most successful years in the history of Union tennis. Gal
lien, a transfer from illinois and two-year letterman, placed second at #1 
doubles. Proctor, a four-year letterman, has been a prolific doubles player 
in the state highlighted by runner-up finishes in '07 and '09 ani a State indi
vidual title in '08. Horstmann followed his doubles title with Proctor with a 
#2 singles title. He is a four-year letterman with runner-up finishes at the #2 
doubles position his freshman and sophomore years. Ryan, a National Merit 
Finalist and Mr. Union 2009, will attend the University of Oklahoma to play 
tennis and study engineering. Trevor, who recently received a $500 scholar
ship from the Oklahoma Coaches Association as the 2009 Male Scholar Ath
lete, will attend Oklahoma State University to play tennis and study business. 

This year's baseball team graduated 13 seniors and compiled a record of 
27-10. Kevin Kuntz, Mark Robinette, Ryan Hasbini, and Corwin Meyer 
were everyday starters while Davis Cosgrove, Ryan Goodwin, Michael 
Rossiter, and Ryan Murphy split time at their respective positions. Colton 
Parker and Colton Dickinson had a couple of spot starts at catcher and 
first base. Robinette and Andrew Polly were two of our starting pitchers 
while Jonathan Sebring filled in some spot starts and relief as a pitcher, and 
Connor Bradley came in relief as a pitcher. Kuntz, Robinette, and Hasbini 
made the All-Conference and the All-Metro team with Polly making the line
up for the South All-Star team. 

Our senior signers are Kevin Kuntz, University of Kansas; Mark Robinette and 
Ryan Hasbini will be roommates at North East Texas Junior College; Andrew 
Polly, Cowley County ]C; Jonathan Sebring, Ottawa, Ks.; Colton Dickinson, 
Southwestern (football). Ryan Goodwin, Corwin Meyer, and Colton Parker 
are going to OU; and Davis Cosgrove, Connor Bradley and Michael Rossiter 
will head to OSU. The last game of the season, in the State Tournament, was 
evidence of how hard they fought - with the score 9-1 in the bottom of the 
sixth, this team battled back to 9-8 and one hit away from going ahead. This 
team had one of the best years of team unity and great teammates who will 
be greatly remembered and missed. 

Union spirit teams had another successful year. The Highsteppers 
kicked off the year with first in the Large Varsity Jazz category at the 
Tulsa State Fair, then earned first place and a Superior rating at Okla
homa State Dance Team Directors Association (OSDTDA) State Champi
onships. The girls won first place in Lyrical at Champion Dance Compe
tition in Orlando, Florida, along with second in Kick and Modern and 



Community Service Reconition: Jacqueline Alnes, Markita Ayers, Rachel Bai
ley, Kristen Baldwin, Michael Bennett, Cara Berberet, Raymond Byrd, Taylor 
Carroll, Hope Casey, Ling Cheng, Kelly Corning, Bethany Dickie, Cecilia Dinh
Nguyen, Sarah Edwards, Andrew Greer, Nelson Head, Mackenzie Jochim, Kelsey 
Jordan, Grace Kim, Eunhye Kim, Jennifer Kiskin, Breanna Minor, Kaylee Loerke, 
Mai Lor, Morgcm Marlow, Kathryn Matthews, Emma McCrary, Vanessa Medina, 
Kristen Oyler, Kristin Perrin, Bao-Tran Pharn, Varuna Rao, Rachael Reagan, 
Dhara Sheth, Taylor Sides, Tiffany Sides, Megan Silvey, Stephanie Stamm, Krish
na Suthar, April Thiessen, Kourtney Todd, Elizabeth Tran, Elizabeth Wilcox, 
Courtney Wooten, and Kristen Zachary 

Distinguished Graduates: Megan Atchley, Kristen Baldwin, Cara Berberet, 
Kourtney Buckley, Adam Burk, Oliver Cabrera, Jonathan Cross, Bethany Dickie, 
Cecilia Dinh-Nguyen, Chris Ellers, Levi Giese, Nelson Head, Mackenzie Jochim, 
Eunhye Kim, Jennifer Kiskin, Mai Lor, Kathryn Matthews, Emma McCrary, Kris
tin Perrin, Bao-Tran Pham, Ryan Proctor, Kenny Quang, Varuna Rao, Rachael 
Reagan, Dhara Sheth, Krishna Suthar, Greg Thompson, Elizabeth Tran, Brian 
Ward, and Kristen Zachary 

National Merit Scholars Finalists: Alana Denning, Ryan Proctor, Dhara Sheth, 
and Brian Ward 

National Merit Scholars Semifinalist: Ethan Fowler 

National Merit Scholars Commended: Austin B. Cagle, Claire Eastaway, Nicola 
Eastaway, Courtney Handy, Aubrey Harris, Andy Iwamoto, Jennifer Kiskin, Ra
chael Reagan, and Jared Williams. 

Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence All-Staters: Dhara Sheth 

Oklahoma Academic Scholars: Stephen Allred, Jacqueline Alnes, Megan Atch
ley, Rorny Banfield, Cara Berberet, Jordan Biggs, Kourtney Buckley, Julie Burch, 
Oliver Cabrera, Taylor Carroll, Kristen Colquitt, Carolyn Cornell, Kelly Corning, 
Anthony Carrara, Jonathan Cross, Alana Denning, Bethany Dickie, Cecilia Dinh 
Nguyen, Alexandra Dossrnan, Claire Eastaway, Nicola Eastaway, Christopher 
Ellers, Shawn Ensley, Logan Fitzsimmons, Levi Giese, Paige Giles, Kateryna Gon
taruk, Matthew Goranson, Lindsay Grooms, Courtney Handy, Aubrey Harris, 
Nelson Head, Connor Rieger, Heather Highfill, Trevor Horstmann, Mackenzie 
Jochim, Andrew Johns, Andrew Johnson, Caleb King, Jennifer Kiskin, Mai Lor, 
Kathryn Matthews, Courtney Morris, Kristen Mumma, Jessica Murphy, Adam 
Neighbors, James Nicholson, Kristen Oyler, Kristin Perrin, Bao-Tran Pharn, Heidi 
Pham, Yamila Pons, Ryan Proctor, Kenny Quang, Varuna Rao, Morgan Reger, 
Brett Rhoades, Caitlin Shannon, Dhara Sheth, Casper Shoghi, Kattie Sisco, Kellie 
Sisco, Krishna Suthar, Sara Taylor, Elizabeth Tran, Allyson Votruba, Brian Ward, 
Jared Williams, Sean Wylie, and Kristen Zachary 

PTA Council Scholarships: Jacqueline Alnes, Brooklin Beasley, Davis Cos- b~~~ 
grove, Ethan Fowler, Emilie Harris, Connor Rieger, Nolan Kraszkiewicz, Taylor 
Monaghan, Ryan Proctor, Chase Simpson, Krishna Suthar, Elizabeth Tran, and 
Kristen Zachary 

Valedictorians- Top 10% of Class: Oliver Cabrera, Cecilia Dinh-Nguyen, Mai 
Lor, Heidi Pharo, Kenny Quang, Varuna Rao, Dhara Sheth, Krishna Suthar, 
and Elizabeth Tran 

Salutatorians - Top 20% of Class: Stephen Allred, Megan Atchley, Ling 
Cheng, Claire Eastaway, Nicola Eastaway, Jennifer Kiskin, Kristin Perrin, 
Bao-Tran Pharo, and Rachael Reagan 

fourth in Jazz. Senior Tori Benton was named to the All-State team, and 
Tori, Allie Nichols, Melody Evans, Kristen Oyler and Jessie Robertson were 
All-Regional. 

Varsity Porn was first in Large Varsity Hip Hop and Porn as well as High Point 
Award in Tulsa State Fair competition. They were first in Porn and second in 
Hip Hop at the OSDTDA State Championships and earned sixth place in Porn 
and twelfth in Hip Hop in Universal Dance Association (UDA) National Dance 
Competition in Orlando. 

Receiving applications for UDA staff were captain Paige Giles, co-captain Jes
sica Counts, lieutenants Kristen Mumma and Brooklynn Jenkins. Megan 
Atchley was named a UDA All-Star, received an application for UDA staff, 
and was named a member of the OSDTDA All-Region Team. 

Varsity Cheer took first place at the Regional Cheer Championships, second 
at State, and first for Super Large Varsity at National Cheerleading Associa
tion (NCA) Nationals Cheer Competition in Dallas for the third straight year. 
They also received the state Academic Achievement Award for a minimum 
cumulative 3.25 GPA. All-State and All-Regional cheerleaders included Kris
ta Anderson, Andrea Bedingfield, and Mercedes Owens was All-Regional. 
Brooklin Beasley was Academic All-State and was awarded an Oklahoma 
Cheer Association scholarship. NCA staff nominations included Brandi 
Cheek, Andrea Bedingfield, Krista Anderson, Mercedes Owens, Brooklin 
Beasley, Meg Marder, Jordan Harris, Rachel Hunter, Nicole Saffle and Mor
gan Minihan. 

Union seniors consciously gave back to their community throughout this past 
school year. During Union Time, a weekly homeroom period, they undertook let
ter-writing campaigns, participated in "random acts of kindness," and volunteered 
for fundraisers like the I Care Project. The annual holiday drive raised $32 ,000 
to help feed 751 Union families and buy toys for 1,5 52 Union children in need. 

Athletic teams and spirit squads tutored younger students and spent quality time 
with senior citizens while volunteering for a myriad of other worthwhile projects. 

Here are just a few more examples: 
Cheerleaders rooted for Special Olympians and donated to the Tulsa Food Bank; 
Porn members raised funds for the Susan Kamen Foundation and collected school 
supplies; Highsteppers held a benefit performance for the Little Light House and 
raised money for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. Football players mentored el
ementary students during their "Teammates" visits, donated blood during the Red 
Cross "Save a Life Summer" campaign, and rang bells for the Salvation Army. 
Basketball players helped the American Cancer Society; baseball team members 
served meals at the john 3:16 Mission and delivered holiday gifts to children at 
St. Francis Hospital. Golfers assisted with Special Olympics and helped during a 
tournament benefi ting Tulsa Advoca tes for Civil Rights. Many of the students also 
volunteered at the Union PTA Klothes Kloset. 



----- ---- __ ....,. _ __ r- ..., 

NION 
Gra~l-fatio11 Celebra ti011 

by A llie N ichols, Senior 

After graduation, hundreds of seniors from Union High 
School made their way to Incredible Pizza for a night of 
food, fun, and prizes. From midnight until 5 a.m., they had 
the opportunity to eat all the food they wanted, play all the 
games they could with the ten-dollar card that was provided 
to them, and win awesome prizes such as LCD TVs, iPods, cof
fee pots, and cash. The students enjoyed free go-karts, a 3-D 
theatre, and had the chance to watch a hypnotist hypnotize 
their fr iends. Graduation Celebration was a fun and safe way 
to celebrate graduation. 

Broken Arrow 
Assembly, Citi-
zens Security 
Bank, Broken 
Arrow 
Club, 
Group, 
Bone & 
Arvest, 
Drillers, Steve 
Owens & Assoc., 

Thank you to the 
following busi

for their 
help in making 
this year's event a 
success: Kinslow, 
Keith & Todd Inc.; 
QuikTrip, Tulsa 
Teachers Credit 

AEP/PSO, 

Donna Niemi, Mathis Brothers, Wendy's, Wal-Mart Super
center, Target, Reasor's, Mahogany Prime Steakhouse, Ted's 
Cafe Escondido, Panera Bread, Melting Pot, Sonic, Merritt's 
Bakery , Josh's Sno 
Cones, Green Onion, 
Union Schools Edu
cation Foundation, 
Union PTA Council, 
PT As of schools in 
the Union district, 
Chili's, Dean Todd 
D.D.S, Charleston's, 
Brothers Pizza De
pot, and Brand Scaf
fold Builders (Paul 
Ameen). 

On the Cover 

joel Hartman, center, was named the 2009 Union Basketball Fan of the 
Year! Pictured are, first row (left to right) A llison Christian, Kourtney 
Egge, joel Hartman, McKenzie Garcia, Howard Scarborough, Rodney 
Patterson; and second row, Levi Giese, Carrington Fox, Sterling Ballard 
and Tyler Rice. Hartman attends nearly every game. 

Fan of the Year Announced 

The Union Basketball Booster Club honored Joel Hartman 
with their first annual "Fan of the Year" award on April 9 at 
the basketball banquet. 

Joel Hartman had just become a Redskin fan, having made 
friends with Union students when they visited Woodland Ter
race Retirement Community in February for the annual senior 
prom coordinated by High School Leadership students. Since 
the prom, Mr. Hartman became a regular attendee at Union 
basketball games. 

(Above) To commemorate the 1Oth annual Peters 
Elementary School third grade production of The 
Wizard of Oz, teacher Leigh Ann Keller invited 
the original cast (left) - now seniors at Union High 
School (left to right: Lion-Austin Cagle, Toto·Mat· 
thew Dozier, Dorothy-A manda Rohling, Scarecrow
Luke Swanson, and Tin Man-Tyler Allen) to watch 
the play and be recognized on Friday, March 27. 

the Communicator 

Pjctured are the 2009 Valedictorians and Salutatorians for Union High School; front, Oliver Cabrera, 
Kenny Quang; kneelmg: Lrng Cheng, Krishna Suthar, Varuna l?ao, Ohara Sheth; standing third row, 
MaiNhca Lor, Cecclca Dmh-N_guyen .. l?achael Reagan, Bao-Tran Pham, Heidi Pham, j ennifer Kiskin; and 
back, Clarre Eastaway, Knstrn Perren, Elczabeth Tran, and Nicola Eastaway. Inset pictures are Stephen 
Allred and Megan Atchley. Photo by senior l?obert Lore. 

The Communicator is published bi·monthly with 
extra issues in October and january by Union Pub· 
lie Schools, 8506 E. 61sl Street, Tulsa, OK 74133· 
1926. II is issued 10 patrons of the Union Public; 
School Districl free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden i. 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas·Bethel 
is Communications Executive Direc!Or/ Edilor. Th•, 
Communica!Or staff includes Andy Erwin, janie Fro· 
man, Beverly Thummel and Mike Vore. Send address 
changes to The Communicator, 8506 E. 61 sl Slreet, 
Tulsa, OK 74133·1926, or cal/ 357·6015. 
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Service Learning Popular at High School 
By Allie Nichols, Senior 

Service Learning program took Union 
High School by storm this past year with 
85 students working in 45 different fields 
from medicine to engineering to graphic 
design to finance and more. 

Designed by Assistant Principal Dr. Janet 
Dunlop the previous year, the program 
is open to any senior and select juniors, 
in good academic standing, who want to 
shadow a professional in their career of 
choice. 
Dr. Dunlop describes Service Learning as 
a three-pronged program. 

The first aspect of this program is for stu
dents looking for pure community ser
vice. The second aspect is for students 

who may be 
going straight 
to work after 
high school 
and want work 
experience . 
The third as
pect provides 

with 
explo

ration, gtvmg 
students the 
chance to ex

plore and prepare them for college. Dun
lop believes this is the key to engaging 
the students and it helps with the some
times-rough transitions from school to 
work or school to college. 

For example, three days a week, senior 
Eric Tichansky traveled to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Tulsa District Office. 
He worked in the Environmental Division 
as a student trainee doing everything 
from office work like binding reports 
and updating information, to field jobs 
like water sampling, lab work, and sur
veying habitats for the endangered bird, 
the interior Least Tern. 

Senior Dillon Hamp· 
ton raced in the first
ever Great Sand 
Springs Soap Box 
Derby Race. The bike 
was built by students 
at the Union Alterna· 
tive High School un· 
der the supervision 
of teacher Michael 
Murray. 

Tichansky said the program will give him 
an advantage in finding internships and 
research positions in the future, and al
lowed him to stand out when applying 
for scholarships. 

Allie Nichols is the daughter of john and Me
linda Nichols and Lisa Nichols, Broken Ar
row. She is active in clubs such as Amnesty 
International and the Young Democrats 
Club, and she is also a member of the Un ion 
Highsteppers. She has been in the Union 
Dance program for eight years and is proud 
to have the title of a "lifer." 

Senior Publishes First Book 

On her website - http://thedeadlysins
books.com, Nicci Sefton wrote on April 
1, "Today's the day!!! Luxuria is officially 

Nicci Sefton 

on Amazon! I'm so 
excited. I checked 
it on Amazon in 
my 6th hour and 
was like 'NO WAY!' 
I started screaming 
to everyone in the 
class 'GUESS WHAT!" 

Here's how the book 
cover describes the story: "In high 
school all you ever really need to worry 
about is tests, gossip, and dating-right? 
Wrong! Derrick Clark finds himself 
thrown into a world he never knew ex
isted. When he enters a school play, he 
is paired up with his gifted poetry part
ner, Annabell Crystal, as the lead roles. 
But he finds Annabell and her sisters 
aren't as perfect as everyone believes ... 

Luxuria, which is replete with vampires 
and "dark secrets," is Nicci's first book in 
what she hopes will be a trilogy. She has 
won a national competition for creative 
writing and wants to be an educator and 
teach literature. 

No Child Left Behind 
Special Notice 

The 2007-2008 No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) Report Card for Union and 
each of the sites can now be found 
on the Union District Web Site at 
www.unionps.org in the annual re
port section. 

The report cards contain mathemat
ics and reading scores based on stu
dents' performance on state-man
dated Criterion-Referenced Tests 
(CRTs). 

Proficiency-Based 
Promotion 

Summer Testing 
Date Announced 

Proficiency-based testing provides the 
opportunity for students to move for
ward in their educational endeavors by 
subject, course, and/or grade level based 
upon mastery of the Oklahoma Priority 
Academic Student Skills (PASS) objec
tives. Proficiency-Based Promotion is in
tended to serve those students enrolled 
in Union Public Schools whose needs can
not be met by following the traditional 
time-table and sequence, but who require 
promotion beyond current placement. 

The second opportunity for testing will 
be during the month of July. For more 
information about testing this summer 
contact Chuck Hanna at 918-357-7335. 

3-Year-Old Program 
Accepting Enrollments 

Rosa Parks Early Childhood Education 
Center, located at 13804 East 46th Place 
South, is now accepting enrollments for 
children who turn three by September 
1. Its mission is simple: to enhance the 
development of very young children and 
promote healthy family functioning. 

The new school year will start Wednes
day, August 12, and is free to families 
who qualify for free and reduced school 
lunch programs. Parents may register for 
the program at the Union Public Schools 
Education Service Center - 8506 E. 61st 
Street Monday through Thursday from 
8:00-4:00. For more information, contact 
Rosa Parks Early Childhood Education 
Center at 357-7380. 
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Union PTA Council Celebrates a Successful Year 

As I complete my first term as President 
of the Union PTA Council, I am amazed 
at how much we have accomplished this 
year. I would like to say thank you to all 
the board members who made a lot of 
our accomplishments possible. These 
board members also serve at the local 
unit level at one or more schools in addi
tion to their council obligations. They give 
above and beyond what their job requires. 

We kicked the school year off with a Pep Ral
ly where we got "Pepped up for PTA." The 
Council PTA, in conjunction with the school 
district, kicked off the "Be There" program. 
This program encouraged our parents to 
Be There for their students as much as 
possible and to be their favorite teacher. 

The Reflections program was another 
huge success this year with 29 Awards 
of Merit at the State Level. Three Awards 
of Excellence went on to the National 

The Union PTA Bowl
ing League is in need 
of new members. The 
league raises money for 
the schools each year. 
Teams bowl each Thurs
day morning at 9:15, 
and you don't have to be 
an expert bowler to join. 
League begins in August 
and ends in May. The 
cost is $8.50 per week 
with part of the fee go
ing to Sheridan Lanes 
and the other to the 
school of your choice. 

Level. They are Grant Bateman in Litera
ture from Cedar Ridge, Patricia Brennan 
in Literature and jordan Burdick in Mu· 
sic, both from the 6'h/7'h Grade Center. 

The Union Klothes Kloset continues to be 
a big success as an outreach program for 
our students who can use the help. The 
Klothes Kloset served 479 students and 
89 adults. We could not have done that 
without our student and parent volun
teers. We had 162 Spirit students and 56 
Honor Society students organize, stock, 
and hang clothes as well as work the shop
ping nights offered throughout the year. 
The bus ran every week of the school year, 
serving an average of 25 children at each 
school. This year the Klothes Kloset, in 
conjunction with Hillary's Dream, assisted 
30-40 girls with donated prom dresses. 
This made it possible for them to attend 
the sophomore formal as well as the Prom. 

ln February we showed our appreciation for 
the bus drivers with a wonderful breakfast. 
We had Union elementary students show
ing off their singing and jump-roping skills. 

This year PTA Council awarded 13 schol
arships to graduating seniors. Let's 
hope they spread the love of education 
in the name of Union Public Schools. 

ln April we "jumped on Board" with 
our PTA Installation Banquet, install
ing all of our new officers for the 2009-
2010 school year from across the dis
trict. ln May we went to work training all 
of them to make each school a success. 

Dr. Burden and the entire adrninistra· 
tion for Union Public Schools deserve our 
never-ending gratitude for supporting 
PTA in everything we do. The partnership 
Union PTA has with Union Public Schools 
is a unique one. We truly appreciate it. 

I will forever be thankful for each of 
you who made these events and pro· 
grams successful. Council could not 
have done all of this without you. 

Have a wonderful summer! 

Stephanie Goekeler 
PTA Council President 

See individual site reports at 
www.unionps.org 

2009-2010 
PTA Presidents 

Union PTA Council 
Stephanie Goekeler 

Andersen Elementary 
Debra Searcy 

Boevers Elementary 
Leianne Colley 

Briarglen Elementary 
Pam Glenn 

Cedar Ridge Elementary 
Alison Mcfarlane 

Clark Elementary 
Lakema & Eric Mikel 

Darnaby Elementary 
Dana Garcia 

Grove Elementary 
Julie Rivera 

Jarman Elementary 
Kim McKillip 

Jefferson Elementary 
Melissa Grubbs & Holli Mcintosh 

McAuliffe Elementary 
Sara Shaw 

Moore Elementary 
Jennifer Whitten 

Peters Elementary 
Melanie Coday 

Rosa Parks Elementary 
Jennie Goins 

6th/7th Grade Center 
Kristi Cohea 

8th Grade Center 
Rosie Blanc 

Intermediate High School 
Mari-Jean Ogle & Sharon Forbes 

High School 
Pam Yarwood 


