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Union Teams Win State & National Championships 

The Union High School 
Wrestling Team 
capped off an outstand
ing season by winning 
the OSSAA Class 6A 
State Wrestling Tour
nament February 28 
at Oklahoma City. The 
team also had many 
other accomplishments 
throughout the year. 

Union had a dual record 

Steven Baker was the 
individual state cham
pion. 

In the classroom, 
Monaghan has main
tained a 4.25 weighted 
GP A, is a member of 
the National Honor 
Society and an Ea
gle Scout in the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

of 18 - 1 while outscor- ..,.__....__-.t.-4J!'III....,._, Monaghan joins Baker 
ing their opponents by as a state runner of 
an average score of 52 The High School wrestling team""-'-, -'co:.:a:.:..c-he_s_, -te_a_m_t-ra_i_n-er-s,_a_n_d_m- an_a_g_e-rs-,-d-is_p_la_y_t-he_ tr_o_ph-y-th-ey....J the year. Baker won 
- 13. They also won the received for winning the OSSAA Class 6A State Wrestling Tournament. the honor last year. 
Mid-America Nation-
als-Union Classic Wrestling tournament 
along with the Geary and Sapulpa Tour
naments, the Oklahoma City University 
Dual Tournament, and the OSSAA Class 
6A Eastern Regional Tournament. Other 
team accomplishments were winning the 
Frontier Valley Conference and the OS
SAA District Championship. 

Union wrestlers placing at the State Tour
nament include senior Joey Sheridan, 
who won his third consecutive individual 
State Championship, while freshman 
Josh Walker won his first State Cham
pionship. Finishing as State Runners-Up 
were seniors Cody Beisel, Tyler Green
haw and junior Ronnie Balfour. Wres
tlers placing fourth were freshman Brian 
Crutchmer and senior Ray Calvert. State 
qualifiers were freshman Kyle Crutch
mer, sophomore Conner Baxter and se
niors Trae Treleaven and Sam Wolfen
berger. 

Previous Union State Championships 
were in 1982, the Academic State Cham
pionship in 1994, and the Dual State 
Championship in 2007. 

* * * 
Union Highsteppers and Varsity Porn 
both came away from national competi
tion with big wins. 

Highsteppers placed in the top five for 

four categories at Orlando, Florida, re
ceiving a first for Lyrical, second for Kick 
and Modern Dance, and fourth for Jazz. 
Porn placed sixth in the large porn cat
egory and 12'h in the large hip hop cat
egory at competition also in Orlando. 

Meanwhile, N Cheer was crowned Small 
Intermediate Varsity National Champi
ons during the American Cheerleaders 
Association High School Nationals Com
petition in Dallas. 

For a complete list of spir
it honors for the school 
year, visit the spirit sec
tion under Activities at 
www.unionps.org. 

* * * 

For the first time ever, the Union girls' 
swim team won the state runners-up at 
the 6A State Championship Swim Meet 
in Oklahoma City. The boys' team placed 
fifth. This is the first time Union girls 
have placed at state. 

Individual state champions were East
man Holloway, 200 Freestyle and 500 
Freestyle; Nelson Head, 200 Individual 
Medley; and Megan Myers, 500 Freestyle. 

Senior Taylor Monaghan 
has been named Gato
rade's boys' state cross 
country runner of the 
year. The award recog
nizes athletic excellence, 
academic achievement, 
and character on and off 
the race course. 

Monaghan placed second 
at the Class 6A state meet, 
helping the Redskins to a 
second consecutive team 
championship. Union's 

Although it is off season (or Union football, players have teamed 
up to provide "Redskin AID" - visiting children at the Children's 
Hospital at St. Francis and later John 3:16 Mission. Coach Josh 
Blankenship said players visited with children, brought souvenirs, 
played games and signed autographs. During their visit to John 
3:16, players even shared snacks. Afterwards, players were asked 
to write a reflection paper on what they learned from their experi
ence. 
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Clark Principal Wins 
Community Award 

Roy Clark Elementary Principal Theresa 
Kiger makes a difference in the com
munity. Kiger was honored recently by 

Family and Children 
Services for her com
munity involvement 
dm:ing a recent break
fast where they named 
her the "You Make a 
Difference" Commu
nity Award winner. 

Theresa Kiger "Principal Theresa 
Kiger is quite accom

plished in community-school partner
ships," said Whitney Downie, program 
director of Children's Mental Health and 
Early Childhood Family Support for FCS. 
"Theresa's extraordinary leadership has 
created and sustained a unique school 
environment at Roy Clark Elementary 
which partners with community organi
zations to help improve student success." 

Downie said "Theresa was pivotal within 
the Union Public School system to launch 
school-wide multidisciplinary collabora
tion between teachers, the school psy
chologist, Family & Childrens Services 
mental health staff and the OU Bedlam 
Health Clinic. Her vision resulted in the 
expansion of FCS services to improve stu
dent learning and emotional well-being." 

Kiger and her staff lent full support to 
the Tulsa Area United Way Venture Grant 
which FCS successfully obtained and 
now sustains to provide school-based 
counseling services. In addition, FCS has 
provided math and literacy tutoring to 
an additional 280 elementary students at 
Union. 

"Because of Theresa's pioneering work, 
school-based services have been expand
ed into four additional Union schools 
with another one on-deck for next fall," 
Whitney said. "Theresa is a pleasure to 
work with, and she provides a constant 
source of inspiration reminding us what 
a difference one person can make." 

On the Cover 
Celebrating 30 years of arts excellence, 
the annual Youtharts! celebration will 
showcase student work including ce
ramics, photography, drawing, and 
dramatic and musical performances 
April20 through May 2. 

Youtharts! will be highlighted by a spe
cial gala on Monday, April 20, at the 
UMAC. 

Andrea Gaines Top Teaching Title 

Intermediate pre-AP biology 
teacher Andrea Gaines was 
named the 2008-2009 Union 
Public Schools Teacher of 
the Year. This is the highest 
honor a teacher may receive 
from Union. 

Gaines received her bache
lor's degree in biological sci
ences from Oklahoma State 
University and her teaching 
certification from Northeast
ern State University. She is 
also working to attain Na
tional Board Certification 
status. 

dents will be able t 
become productiw 
and knowledgeable 
citizens using skills 
I helped teach. 

Gaines hopes she can make 
her classes interesting. "I 
teach to share my passion 
for biology /science in hopes 

Andrea Gaines 

Secretly, if one of 
my students cured 
cancer, won the No
bel Prize, or worked 
in a research lab at 
the Center for Dis
ease Control some
day, that would be 
awesome-especial
ly if they say, 'I fell 
in love with biology 
my freshmen year 
of high school. I 
had this crazy lady, 

that stu-
who loved science, 

loved learning, and ... "' 

Cedar Ridge staff and Union administrators react to the news that qualified Cedar Ridge teachers 
earned competitive bonuses after the school was recognized by the State Depanment of Education 
for having the third highest API in the category of large schools for Academic Performance Index 
(API) test scores. Qualified teachers will receive a $1,000 bonus. 

Jarman's Paige Bergin Recognized as 
One of Oklahoma's Best Math Teachers 

Paige Bergin 

Jarman fifth grade 
teacher Paige Bergin 
was named Oklahoma 
Outstanding Teacher 
in Mathematics at 
the elementary 1evel 
by the Oklahoma/ Ar
kansas Section of the 
Mathematical Associa
tion of America (OK
ARMAA). 

"Paige Bergin is another star in Union's 
crown," said Jarman Principal Patti Pit
cock. "We are so proud of her!" 

OK-AR MAA annually recognizes three 
teachers in Oklahoma and three in Ar-

kansas for their outstanding contribu
tions to the mathematics education of 
their students. The honorees are select
ed from the pool of nominees on the ba
sis of written submissions which include 
a description of a special project or en
richment topic they have developed, 
their personal philosophy of teaching 
mathematics, and recommendations 
from a supervisor, a peer, and a student 
or parent. 

The Outstanding Teacher in Mathemat 
ics Award is presented to one teacher 
from each of three levels-secondary, 
middle school, and elementary-from 
each of the two states. 
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• The Education Service 
Center hosted a free "ga

rage sale" in which depart
ments shared unused materi-

• als and supplies with other de
partments. It was a great way 
to recycle. 

'Y • Mr. & Mrs. Rick Mclliwain 
'Y established the first Spencer 

Mclliwain Memorial Golf Scram
ble held March 7 to raise funds for 
Union and area youth in Special 
Olympics. The event raised over 
$7,000. Spencer was a former all-

state running back at Union High 
School. He died August 13, 2007. 

• Matt Breitzke, husband of Peters third 
grade teacher Shelly Breitzke, was an 
early contestant on American Idol. Me
linda Doolittle who placed third in the 
2007 American Idol, released her first-

er album in February. Doolittle gradu
ted from Union High School in 1995. 

• Eighth grader Claire Thompson placed 
first in the Regional Spelling Bee. Jarman 
fifth graders Bronson Camp and Asha 
Chandrasekar both placed third while 
Darnaby fifth grader Tara Yoder placed 
ninth. 

• Intermediate web and video instruc
tor Jeff Murry won the Writing Teacher 
Tips and Techniques Contest, an online 
contest asking teachers for tips to help 
students improve writing. His tip was a 
short video on using the Internet to help 
engage students in the wri.ting process. 

• Senior Cara Berberet won first place 
for her artwork in the Sutton Awards 
Scholarship Competition. She also won a 
$3,000 scholarship and her teacher, Rox
ann Hulsey, won $600. 

• Six eighth grade students placed in 
the annual Southside Sertoma Club es
say contest, including Whitney Cipolla, 
first; Jess VanLandingham, second; Brett 
Asher, third; and Vincent Bates, Lara 
~hanem and SeYeon Kim, honorable 

•en tion. 

• Eighth grade FOCUS students conduct
ed a successful canned food drive for 
"Have a Heart." The winning class won a 
pizza party. 

• Sixth grader Sabrina Bogle, and An
dersen fifth grader Bailey Bymun, were 
among six Oklahoma gymnasts who 
qualified for this year's JumpStart Na
tional Team and training at the USA Gym
nastics (USAG) Training Camp in Hunts
ville, Alabama. 

• The Global Gardens program at Rosa 
Parks hosted Safiyanu Umar, a Nigerian 
Agricultural Department extension agent. 
He talked about his country's farming 
program and showed students slides of 
his country. 

• Students - 100 each from Grove, Mc
Auliffe, Rosa Parks, Boevers, Briarglen 
and Clark - attended free special perfor
mances at Connor's Cove at Hardesty Re
gional Library. This special one-of-a-kind 
children's theater allows students to ex
perience books in a whole new way. 

• Intermediate student Caleb Nelson re
ceived a Gold Key at the 2009 Oklahoma 
Regional Scholastic Art Awards Ceremo
ny and Exhibition for his animation short 
entitled, Pirates of the Caribbean: Search 
for the Chest of Jewels. Caleb used stop
motion animation to create the video. He 
was the only student to win a Gold Key in 
the Animation category. 

• Union Intermediate High students took 
first or second in every category except 
mathematics during the regional Science 
and Engineering Fair. Eleven were invited· 
to compete at state, including Cody Byrd, 
Charles Earnest, Sandra Fernandez, 
Mariam Ghanem, Brad Janzen, Meghana 
Rao, Michael Ripley, Allen Shih, Acille 
Summer, and Hannah Wendelbo. Senior 

Varuna Rao was also invited to compete 
at the International Science Fair in Reno, 
Nevada, in May. 

• The Intermediate High School team 
"Thunderducks" won first place at the 
2009 Fi.t"st Robotics Regional competition 
in Oklahoma City. They now qualify for 
nationals in Atlanta, Georgia. 

• Elizabeth Thoman, founder of the na
tional Center for Media Literacy in Los 
Angeles and a 30-year pioneer, teacher, 
and strategist in media literacy, talked 
about the importance of educating stu
dents about new media including My 
Space, Facebook, and Twitter during a 
visit to the High School. Union is con
templating creating a semester media lit
eracy course to complement its financial 
literacy course, said Academic Assistant 
Principal Dr. Janet Dunlop, and Thom
an's insight on media literacy training 
will be helpful. 

• Senior students at the Oklahoma 
School of Science and Mathematics hon
ored their favorite hometown teachers 
recently with a special recognition cer
emony. Intermediate teachers Debbie 
Mooney and Donna Hardway were hon
ored by Grace Kim and Jackson Autrey 
respectively. Clark teacher Cindy Wilson 
was honored by Ding Ren. 

• A tree was planted in March at Moore 
in honor of fifth grader Nick Thompson, 
son of John and Nanda Thompson, who 
won third place in the state for the 2009 
~bor Day National Poster Contest. He 
and his teacher, Rhonda Friday, each 
won $50. 

Danny Williams Honored by Broken Arrow 

Union Public Schools Student Assistance Program Coordinator Danny Williams 
was hon0red by the city of Broken Arrow with 
a Proclamation in his honor for his "philan
thropy and acts of kindness" to help make 
Broken Arrow a greater city and "improving 
the lives of countless others." 

Williams spearheads an annual drive to raise 
funds for holiday gifts and food for lower in
come families within the Union district, which 
includes both Tulsa and the city of Broken Ar
row. He also works closely with students in
volved in drug-free activities and is a heavy 
promoter of Union's Character Counts! pro
gram, often bringing older and younger chil
dren together in positive settings. In addition 
Williams works closely with law enforcement 
officers from the area, including Broken Ar
row, to help instill a positive image of law en
forcement in the eyes of children. 

: 
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Voters Overwhelmingly Approve 2009 Bond Issue 

Voters in the Union school district ap
proved a $20-million bond issue by a 
whopping 83.6 percent on February 10. 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden said 
the high voter approval was remarkable. 

"We feel in this economy particularly, 
it's a real testament to the district that 

people know educating kids is a high pri
ority," Burden said. 

"I want to say thank you to everyone foF 
your part in the success of the bond issue 
vote," Burden said. "Every single precinct 
in our district passed the bond issue by 
a supermajority! The overall 'yes' vote 
of 83 .86% is the second highest approval 
rating ever received by the district. This 
vote means that $20 million dollars worth 
of capital improvements and equipment 
purchases will benefit our students with
out raising the taxes in our community. 

Burden said it is gratifying to know that 
so many citizens support excellent edu
cational opportunities at Union and are 
willing to invest in our schools to pro
duce a brighter future for our students. 

Major projects to be funded by the 2009 
bond issue include extensive remodeling 

at Grove Elementary School and updating 
at the Union Performing Arts Center. 

The 35-year-old Grove Elementary School 
is in desperate need of classr0om, caf
eteria, and gymnasium expansions be
cause of growth in student enrollment. 
Additional restrooms and a new main 
entrance with added security features are 
also planned for Grove. 

Other projects in the 2009 bond is
sue include replacement of old balcony 
handrails, lighting and stage cabling, 
equipment and decorations at the Union 
Performing Arts Center; replacement of 
the roof at Clark Elementary and partial 
replacements at the 8th Grade Center, In
termediate High, and High School; a sec
ond phase of remodeling at the softball 
and baseball complex; and upgrading the 
Eighth Grade Center's gym and outside 
basketball courts. 

Union Students to Benefit from the National Stimulus Plan 
"The federal government obligated it
self to fund 40 percent of Special Edu
cation needs back in the early 1970s, 
l:lut we have never received more than 
17 percent," explains Union Superin
tendent Dr. Cathy Burden. "The stimu
lus money can now help us provide 
more teachers, psychological servic
es, and assistive technology that will 
serve students with special needs." 

Even before Congress finalized the bill, 
which President Obama signed into law 
February 17, 2009, Burden met with 
administrators and Board members in 
strategy sessions to plan the very best 
student-focused endeavors and pro
grams to meet the district needs and 
stimulus spending guidelines. 

"We are looking at opportunities such 
as professional development, summer 
school programs, after-school programs, 
and lower class sizes," says Burden. "We 
are interested in ways to remove achieve
ment deficits for children with special 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is published bi· 
monthly with extra issues in October and january by 
Union Public Schools, 8506 E. 6lsl Street, Tulsa, OK 
74133-1926. It is issued ro patrons of the Union Pub
lic School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden 
is Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas-Bethel/ 

1 is Communications Executive Director/ Editor. The 
Communicator staff includes Andy Erwin, Janie Fro
man, Beverly Thummel, and Mike Vore. Periodicals 
postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER: Send ad
dress changes to The Communicator, 8506 E. 61st 
Street, Tuls~ OK 74133-1926, or call 357-6015. 

education needs and poverty issues." 
Not only is Union looking internally for 
ways to make each federal dollar count, 
it is also conferring with its community 
partners. 

For example, the district is discussing how 
it might expand the student/ family health 
clinics it operates with OU-Tulsa. Of
ficials with Union and the Community 
Action Project (CAP) are examining ways 
to add to the Head Start and Early Child
hood Center offerings already in place. 

"We are very pleased the welfare of edu
cation and students has been taken into 
account in the federal stimulus bill. The 

funds will help schools meet account
ability expectations by actually putting 
resources in classrooms," says Burden. 
"We look forward to working with our 
entire mmmunity in implementing the 
new programs and endeavors that will 
benefit Union students." 

Visit the High School section 
on the Union website 

to see this year's schedule 
for Advanced Placement 

exams at 
www.unionps.org. 

Union High School 
students were re
cently recognized at 
the National Tech
nical Honor Society 
initiation ceremony 
at the Tulsa Tech
nology Center's 
Lemley campus. Ev
eryone pictured is a 
new initiate except 
for Michael Bennett 
who was recognized 
as a Distinguished 
Member. Left to 
right are: front row, 
Alex Orr, Andrea 
Call, Michael Ben
nett, Laura Perez; 
and back row, Cash 
Billups, Kejuanta 
Butler, Rodney Hill, 
Alex Hollingsworth 
and Brayden Heath. 
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Union Collegiate Academy to Start This Fall 
Union always looks for new ways to meet 
the diverse needs of its students. Wheth
er it's ail-day programs for four-year
olds, Newcomers Classes for English Lan
guage Learners, or the FOCUS Program 
for middle school students needing extra 
time in math or social studies, the dis
trict strives to make Union the best place 
to be for its families. 

Starting this fall, Union will expand its ef
forts to challenge academically advaneed 
students and prepare them for a rigorous 
higher education experience by opening 
the Union Collegiate Academy in a spe
cial area on the second floor at Union 
High School. 

The area will include a student center 
and work areas where the 150 seniors 
who have been selected for the pro
gram can collaborate with each other 
and with UCA Director Christi Johnson. 
Mrs. Johnson, an award-winning teacher 
who earned her bachelor's at Texas Tech 
University and her master's at Northeast
ern State University, serves as a liaison 
for the students and their parents to the 
different High School departments and 
Higher Education institutions partnering 
with Union for the program. 

In addition to their regular course work, 
the UCA curriculum provides students a 
five-point, one-hour class addressing top
ics such as college selection and schol
arship research, project-based learning, 
professional dress and etiquette, and 

public relations and leadership skills 
introducing them to different academic 
disciplines (medicine, engineering, law, 
etc.) led by instructors from area colleg
es. The initial partners include OU Tulsa, 
OSU Tulsa, Northeastern State Universi
ty-B.A., Tulsa Community College, Tulsa 
Technology Center, and The University 
of Tulsa. 

According to Union Superintendent Dr. 
Cathy Burden, Union historically pro
duces academically advanced students 
who gain perfect ACT scores, are recog
nized as National Merit Scholars, earn 
hours on concurrent college credit, and 
receive millions of dollars in scholarship 
offers. They go on to become successful 
college students and professionals. She 
explains, "UCA is intended to expand on 
the successful experiences that have tra-

Erica Bernal, front, and members of Hudson's business class show off their Investment Ed 
shirts following the annual ]A Investor Challenge. Sponsored by junior Achievement, the annual 
competition involved more than 700 including 47 (rom Union High School and Union Intermediate. 
The challenge uses a sophisticated computer simulation to create 60 days of trading. Each day 
lasts one minute. During the competition, pre-taped newscasts featuring local broadcasters provide 
news tips that will impact the stock market during the course of the game. Teams compete to build 
the largest stock portfolio by buying and trading shares of fictitious companies. 

ditionally been offered at Union by part
nering with Tulsa area universities anc 
technical programs to offer higher per
forming students special opportunities 
to expand their educational and career 
horizons." 

The Union Collegiate Academy is one 
more example of meeting the needs of 
yet another group of Union students. 

Alternative Middle School Elective Teacher 
Kim Unruh, left, and artist janet Lee-Morri
son, look over the shoulder of seventh grader 
jared Webb as he works on a mandala. Man
dala is an ancient Sanskrit word for circle 
and is defined as a circle containing wisdom 
or meaning. Students construct a large circle, 
filling it in with original borders, symbols, 
and designs. As part of a grant through the 
Oklahoma Arts Council, Morrison has been 
assisting students to create their own original 
designs. 

Missed the Message? 
Call 357-9748! 

Parents tell us Union's automated phone 
messaging system is a great way to an
nounce weather-related school closings, 
upcoming events, and important infor
mation. 

For your convenience, we have a district 
phone message replay line where you 
can access recent messages sent to you 
by the clistrict and/or the school your 
student(s) attend(s). The Union Connect
ED Message Line is 357-9748. The sys
tem searches the database by the phone 
number of the telephone you use to call 
the message line and gives you the choice 
of the last nine messages sent to that 
phone. 

The message line is also the number tt 
use if you do not have students in the 
district and we are calling you by mis
take. Simply leave your number and a 
request that it be removed from our list. 
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Elementary summer school will be held 
at four sites this year. Briarglen and 
Clark students will attend classes at Bri
arglen; Boevers and Rosa Parks students 

Summer School Approaching 
will attend classes at Rosa Parks; and 
Grove, Jefferson and McAuliffe students 
will attend classes at McAuliffe. All other 
students will report to Cedar Ridge. 

All elementary stu
dents may choose 
to attend tuition 
classes offered at 
Cedar Ridge June 
1-2 5 (for students 
who have completed 
kindergarten) and 
July 6-23 (grades 
1-5) from 8:30-11:30 
a.m. Classes will in
clude language arts, 
social studies, math, 
and science. Classes 
are also offered in 
computer technol
ogy, arts, and sports. 

Alex Enterline as jean Valjean laments in song the death of Fantine, 
portrayed by Taylor Carroll, in the Union All-School Musical of Les Mis
erables. It played to rave reviews and sold-out audiences in February 
under the direction of drama instructor Troy Powell and music director 
Scott Zenthoefer. Also pictured are Nicole Billups and Rachel McCulley. 

Academic summer 
school (no tuition) 
classes are also 
available at Briar-

Union Earns a Number of Teacher Grants 
The Assistance League of Tulsa 
has awarded eight Union educa
tors grants through the Betty 
Bradstreet Endowment Fund for 
various projects. 

AL 
ers-$715; Grove teacher Tiffany 
Bolding, Step into Colonial Wil
liamsburg/Drama-$! 000; Jarman 
enrichment specialist Jill Fitts, 
Readers theater/scripts-$450; Pe
ters teacher Richelle Breitzke, 

assistance league ' 
Tulsa 

They include: Clark Principal 
Theresa Kiger, Keyboards/Case, mu
sic books-$1500; Peters teacher Jamie 
Lazalier, Kindergarten Puppet Theater 
Program-$858.56; Jarman Principal Patti 
Pitcock, Fourth Grade music record-

Color Guard-$1000; Peters media 
specialist Kay Leslie, Peters Playhouse/ 
equ.ipment-$1000; High School teacher 
and del.Jate coach Melissa Carrell, Union 
Competitive Speech & Debate-$1,220 
(matchffig funds). 

Ryan Proctor, son of Bruce and jennifer f>rocter, and Paige Giles, daughter Tim ana Kim Giles, were 
named Mr. and Miss Union - the highest honor a Union student may l"eceive. The selection is based 
on student vote, teacher input, and g11ade point average. 

glen, Rosa Parks, McAuliffe, and Cedar 
Ridge for students (grades l-5) who nee 
additional practice and time to develor 
reading and math skills. These classes 
are funded by grants including Native 
American, Special Services, Title I, Eng
lish Language Learners (ELL), Reading 
Sufficiency Act (RSA) and RSA Academy. 
Academic summer school will run June 
l-25, 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m., Monday
Thursday at all schools. 

Union summer camp for students en
rolled in the Extended Day Program will 
be at Moore Elementary June 8-July 31, 
Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Summer school for grades 9-12 will be of
fered June 8-26 and July 6-24, 9:30 a.m. 
- 1:30 p.m. Union will also offer driver's 
education classes in June and July. De
tails about each of these programs can be 
found under the Teaching and Learning 
section at www.unionps.org. 

Enrollment Dates 
Set for 

Three-Year-Olds, 
Pre-Kindergarten, and 
Kindergarten Students 

This spring, Union's early enrollment 
for three-year-olds, pre-kindergarten 
students and kindergarten students 
will be held in the Enrollment Center, 
8506 E. 6lst Street, as follows: 

• Clark & Briarglen - March 31 
• Boevers & Rosa Parks - April 1 
• Peters - April 2 
• Andersen - April 7 
• Moore - April 8 
• jefferson - April 9 
• McAuliffe - April 14 
• Grove - April 15 
• Cedar Ridge- Aprill6 
• Darnaby - April 21 
• Jarman- April 22 
• Make-up Day- April 23 

In addition three-year-old enrollment 
will also take plaee April 28-30, 2009, 
iN the Enrollment Center. 

For more information please call the 
Enrolment Center information line, 
357-6215, or you may speak with an 
enrollment staff member by calling 
357-6150 or 357-6153. 

For your convenience, pre-kindergar
ten enrollment packets will be avail
able at each elementary site prior to 
your enrollment date. 
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Good Employee Ideas Lead to Dlstrl.ct Energy Savtngs 
Congratulations to 
Paige Bergin (Jarman 
teacher), Julie Gateley 
(McAuliffe Administra
tive lntern), Andrea 
Holcomb (ESC Admin
istrative Assistant), 
Rebecca Morales (In
termediate HS teacher), 
Beverly Thummel (ESC Administrative 
Assistant), Tamara Pittman (High School 
teacher), and Susan Weavel (Grove/ 
Moore teacher) for submitting winning 
energy-saving ideas during Union's 12 
Days of Green Up contest in December. 
More than 50 employees submitted sug
gestions. 

The Green Up committee judged these 
the top ideas: 

• Place recycle containers in every 
classroom as well as large containers 
for high-volume areas. 

• Celebrate Earth Day districtwide by 
making efforts to eliminate paper 
and energy usage on April 22, 2009. 

• Encourage the recycling of plastic, 
paper, and aluminum at all sites in 
the district. 

• Develop paperless forms and elec
tronic systems wherever possible. 

• Publicize a districtwide web list to 
advertise surplus equipment/materi
als that might be useful to others. 

• Use solar energy to provide hot water, 
electricity, and heat in new construc
tion. 

Some of the above eall for short-term 
plans that can lead to immediate conser-

vation and others call for long-term ways 
that can lead to recurring energy savings 
for the district. Besides a certificate of 
appreciation, recognition on the web site, 
and an announcement during an Arbor 

Darnaby stu
dents David 
Dahl, ]ad 
jaafar, jona
tan Olivera, 
Mohammed 
Shwayyat, Sar
ah Shwayyat, 
jade Gullic, 
Ronson Lee 
and Nicolle 
Parker all 
agree that 
their bus driv
er ROCKS!!! 
They greeted 
Eric Leach, 
bus #11, with 
a banner, 
cheers, and a 
$100 Target 
gift card on 
Bus Driver 
Appreciation 
Day! 

JV and freshman Porn 
helped Intermediate 
students get "Fired Up" 
during a week-long 
spirit fest at both high 
schools. Students wore 
crazy hair or costumes 
- and even convinced 
Intermediate Principal 
john Chargois to don 
a tuxedo at one point. 
The High School also 
welcomed students with 
much fanfare and a big 
band at the week's start. 
Pictured clockwise are: 
freshmen Kaytlin Cupp, 
JV Porn; and freshmen 
Porn members Kendra 
Gentry, Paige Bracken, 
Morgan Schwier, Bren
dalynn Meredith, and 
Lauren Dowell. 

Day news conference April 21 in Central 
Park at Union, the contest winners each 
won the opportunity to have a tree plant
ed in their name. 

Seniors Ryan Proctor, 
Alana Denning, Dhara 
Sheth and Brian Ward 
were all named Nation
al Merit Finalists based 
on their performance 
on the PSAT/NMSQT--a 
test that measures ver
bal, math, and writing 
skills. 
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Community School Program Provides Opportunities 

:-rae kwon do? Salsa or hip-hop? How 
tbout cooking? Or computers or spirit 

squad routines? Clark offers a number 
of after-school programs as part of its 

Siblings Sarah Castle, vocalist, and Ryan Cas
tle, bass guitar player, were among dozens of 
students who showcased their talents from 
playing piano and taking spirited tumbles to 
telling jokes and hip hop dancing at the "U Be 
a Star" talent show at Peters. 

Communi
ty Schools 
program 
to reach 
students in 
ways that 
traditional 
schooling 
might not. 
Rosa Parks 
offers simi
lar pro
grams. 

how important 
the work is." 

In one week, 
Clark provides 
children in 
grades 1-5 with 
more than 790 
after-school 
snacks; as 
many as 200 
students may 
participate in 
after-school 
programs on 
some days. 

The work is 
very impor
tant. Clark 
Commu
nity School 
Coordina
tor Brent 
Rowland 
says, "the 
data shows 
that our 
students 

Clark Community School Coordinator Brent Rowland, center, 
joins young cheerleaders-in-training during an after-school pro
gram Other programs at the school include tae kwon do, dance, 
and computers. 

Rowland said, 
"Principal The
resa Kiger sees 
the work as 
an equalizer. 
When we offer 
dance or tae 
kwon do, we 

who participate in after-school activi
ties perform better academically, attend 
school more regularly, and exhibit more 
positive behavior at school, and you see 

look for people 
who will train our kids so that when they 
hit sixth grade, they are well-prepared to 
continue earning belts or try out for the 
drill team." 

Boevers Students Learn that Math Can Wake Up Your Brain! Following Clark's full-service model, 
Rosa Parks added an on-site medical 
clinic and after-school programs, such as 
Global Gardens, overseen by Community 
Schools Coordinator Leslie Officer. Now 
both have extensive summer school pro
gramming, strong after-school compo
nents, and attention to the whole child 
including family counseling, family nutri
tion, and even dental care. 

Math club is always a great way to be
gin the day, says Boevers media spe
cialist janie Lampi who insists math 
"helps to wake up your brain." 

Sleepy Math Club students perk up 
when she presents fun activities such 
as estimating how much candy is in a 
bag or plays games like Sudoku. 

"I felt there were plenty of good pro
grams in place to help students with 
reading, but there seemed to be a 
need for some extra math pmgrams. 
The math club helps to reinforce 
what students are learning in class, 
plus it helps them to see that math 
can be fun," Lampi said. 

Photo by enrichment specialist Karen Pearman 
Boevers Math Club students play a game on the Smart 
Board. 

During math club, students play 
math games such as bingo and Su
doku and use tools such as the Smart 
Board. Lampi tries to keep activities 
hands-on and sometimes one will 
find students roaming the library with 

ardsticks tG measure the perimeter and 
face areas of library shelves, books, 

.nd tables. Other times, you'll see stu
dents busily counting coins into plastic 
cups. Later in the year, she plans to in
troduce some math mysteries to help 
students think "out of the box." 

Lampi implemented the math club last 
year and hopes to see its continued 
growth. So far, she has about 40 stu
dents in kindergMten through fifth grade 
enrolled in the math club. The Boevers 
Math Club meets twice a week, Wednes
day (grades 3-5) and Thursday (grades 
K-3) from 8 to 8:35 a.m. in the Boevers 
library. 

Jarman is "Gung Ho" 
About Green Up! 

Principal Patti Pitcock said, "We are in a 
routine of recycling paper, plastic, alu
minum cans, and will soon add drink 
pouches to the list! In the cafeteria and 
after eating each day, the students stop 
by to drop empty plastic bottles or alu
minum cans into containers." 

Jarman has already generated $1,000 
and the savings are being put into the 
school's activity fund to supplement field 
trips, speakers, and special activity costs. 
"I see this effort growing and growing 
as our future generations get more and 
more into the habit of recycling," Pitcock 
said. "And yes, you can teach old dogs 
new tricks, as those of us on staff are 
being more dedicated to this process as 
well." 
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Photo by paraprofessional Tonya Wyatt 

Zeke Duhon's costume as Banana Man had a 
certain appeal during Spirit Week at the 811' 

Grade Center where students were asked to 
dress as superheroes. While some dressed as 
familiar crime fighters such as Batman, many 
students invented their own superhero. 

YouthArts! 2009 Celebrates 30 Years 
What started 
as a small one
day showcase 
in pretty much 
nothing more 
than a lobby at 
the High School, 
YouthArts! 

Union's an
nual showcase 
of its fine arts 
programs - has 
grown into a two
week celebration 
of Union's most 
talented artists. 

The Union Color 
Guard glows in 
the dark and 
creates bright 
swirls during re
hearsals for the 
annual black
light assembly 
at the High 
School. Under 
blacklights in an 
otherwise pitch
black gym, spir
it squads and 
other students 
entertained the 
school during 
an assembly 
that recognized 
winter and 
spring sports. 

Celebrating its Photo by senior 

30th anniversary Robert Lore 

this spring, You-
thArts! will run 
April 20 through 
Ma,y 2, featur-
ing visual arts at 
the UMAC, dramatic performances, great 
music, and wonderful choirs. A special 
gala has been planned for 7 p.m., Mon
day April 20, at the UMAC. The public is 
cordially invited to attend this free event. 

"We want to celebrate 30 years of arts 
excellence," said Ed Tackett, director of 

Fine Arts and founder of YouthArts!, ex
plaining the gala will feature a myriad of 
fine arts disciplines and special perfor
mances. Union will also recognize special 
Friends of the Arts and perhaps alumni 
who have made art a passion long after 
their graduation. 

Chinese Principal Visits 6th/7th Grade Center 
"YouthArts! provides a showcase plat
form for our students outside of the 
classroom," Tackett said, something stu
dents plan for all year long so they may 
add to their portfolios. 

Principal Mr. Qian Xiaobo from Chongq
ing, China, received a warm welcome 
when he toured Union schools as part 
of a trip coordinated locally by 6'h/7'11 

Grade Assistant Principal Dr. Pamela 
Bradley. 

The visit was sponsored by the China 
Education Association for International 

Sixth grader Jerry (Chutian) Ni watches as Prin
cipal Mr. Qian Xiaobo from Chongqing, China, 
tests the steering wheel in a driver's education 
simulator at Union Intermediate High School. 
Jerry served as a translator during Xiaobo's Feb· 
ruary tour of Union schools. 

Exchange as part of an effort to support 
educational exchange programs between 
schools in Oklahoma and China, said 
Bradley, who toured China last year. 

Principal Qian Xiaobo (pronounced 
Cheon Sheowbow) is the principal of the 
First Shapingba #1 Experimental Primary 
School in Chongqing located in the Sich
uan Province. His school serves 2,689 
students in grades 1-6 and he supervises 
131 teachers. For more i.!llformation go 
to www.unionps.org. 

"The popularity of YouthArts! has had a 
ripple effect on all of the fine arts disci
plines by creating awareness and inter
est in other programs from color guard 
to ceramics to special events such as the 
spring musical to recitals," Tackett said. 

For a complete schedule of YouthArts! 
events as well as updates for the planned 
gala, visit www.unionps.org. 

N]HS Inducts New Members 

Eligible 8'h graders will be inducted into membership of the National Junior Honor 
Society on Tuesday, May 5, at the 8'h Grade Center. 

"National Junior Honor Society is an excellent way for students to become actively 
involved in their school and community and to be recognized for their leadership, 
scholarship, citizenship, and volunteer service," sponsor Linda Kincaid said. About 
200 students were seeking membership this year. 

To be eligible for membership into NJHS, students must have a 3.6 cumulative grade 
point average. Eligible candidates are required to fill out an activity /information 
form, pay $5 annual dues, and earn three service hours. Students must also attend 
monthly meetings that are held in the mornings before school or in the afternoon 
after school. 
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Thanks to Charles McGuire of Tyler Consrruction, and White Star 
Machinery & Supply, pre-kindergarren students at Briarglen received 
hands-on experience with their Doors to Discovery unit learning what 
it takes ro "build things big!" Teacher Kimberly McCoy worked hard 
to contact communiry members ro bring machines to school and bring 
their unit to life. 

Photo by teacher 
Christy Thompson 

Moore fourrh 
graders Nevin 
Subramanian b~~';;,j 
and Katie Worden 
learn how to get 
water "old school" 
at where else but 
Rose Hill School, 
an old one-room 
school house and 
now museum 
in Perry. Union 
fourrh graders 
visit Rose Hill an
nually and dis
cover first-hand 
how students used 
to learn, play, and 
even get their wa
ter. 

Rosa Parks Student 
Council Historian 
Ronal Baez sores can
dy grams into class
room bags for a fund 
raiser for the Make 
A Wish Foundarion. 
Student Council sold 
pixie sricks and candy 
grams to raise $633 
to help children with 
serious illnesses. 

Photo by Cherry Redus, en· 
richment specialist 

Cedar Ridge second 
grader Vincent Smith is 
astonished that none of 
the eggs have starred to 
hatch yet. He and stu
dents in jennifer Rhees' 
class studied the eggs 
as parr of a unit on life 
cycles; students drew 
diagrams and made 
journal enrries to record 
their feelings and obser
varions about the eggs 
and when the chicks 
might hatch. Students 
enjoyed the opportu
niry to hold the eggs, 
and under the "light" 
circumstances, peer into 
the egg to see the devel
oping embryo, the yolk, 
and the sack. 

Photo by reacher 
AmberTait 

jefferson pre-kinder
garrner Caleb Rogers 
pumps up his bicep for 
former U.S. Olympian 
Tim Neller, Direcror of 
Child Nutririon. Neller 
regularly VISitS with 
Union students to share 
the imporrance of mak
ing healthy choices, 
talks about his personal 
fitness story, and shows 
them his medals and 
photos. Neller also sug
gests healthy meals/ 
snacks and fun activities 
that kids can do to keep 
their bodies healthy and 
strong. 

Peters media specialist Kay Leslie accepts a second place ribbon from 
Mount Vernon teaching ambassador ]an McClaren for her school's 
George Washington-inspired cake. All four sections of Debbie Steen 
social studies classes researched Washington and created a "cake" to 
honor his 277'• birrhday for a statewide contest, sponsored by George 
Washington's Mount Vernon Estate and Gardens and the Oklahoma His
tory Center. Out of 40 entries, Steen's third hour cake was one of the 
three finalists for the 3rd-5th category. 
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Photo by Linda Snowbarger, enrichment specialist 

Andersen first grader Briana Edmonds watches as second graders Alyse 
Middleton and Karsen Brown stage a magneric puppet show. As parr of 
the Literacy by Design reading program, second graders read Amazing 
Magnets. Then, they made their own stage with puppets and put on their 
own show for first graders, who were amazed that the puppets moved 
without ever touching them. 

Andersen Celebrates 
25th Anniversary! 

Students, teachers , and parents 
attended a special assembly 
and reception, released bal
loons, viewed antique cars, 
and ate cake and ice cream 
on the once-dairy farm 
turned campus of An-
dersen Elementary I 

Makenzie Bill, fifth grade teacher Tiffany Bold
ing, and DeMarco Gardner show off their fancy 
apparel for Colonial Days at Grove. Check out 
Demarco's shoes! 

the school cel
ebrated its 25th 
anniversary 
March 27. 

Family members 
of the sdlool's 
land donor and 
namesake, Hans 
M. Andersen, 
including grand
daughter Martha 
Wilson, were rec
ognized. Speakers 
included former 
principal Darrell 
Wood, 25-year 
teacher Michelle 
Naylor and for
mer student Les
lie Smith Crop
per, who was the 
1984 sixth grade 
student crossing 
guard of tlae year. 
The Union High 
School Jazz Balild 
entertained. 

Early to 
school, first 
to lead! Mem
bers of the 
McAuliffe 
Elementary 
School Stu
dent Council 
wait outside 
before school 
stares. They 
arrived early 
in prepara
rion for a re
cent meering. 
Pictured, left 
to right, are 
Andi Wise
man, Brittany 
Morales and 
Lexi Cogdell. 

Photo by teacher Megan 
Lessley 

Repair it in the Re
pair Shop! Instead 
of buying a brand 
new item, can you 
get the broken one 
repaired? Students 
like Morgan Mur
dock, pictured left, at 
the Early Childhood 
Center have been 
working on repair
ing broken items in 
the repair shop. The 
young students have 
been learning the 
value of repairing 
things and recycling 
discarded items, 
even getting a visit 
from the rrashman. 

Photo by Dana Bundy, enrichment specialist 

Darnaby third graders Abby Bryan, Alisa Barzellone, (]ad ]aafar-in 
background), and Madeline McTigue enjoy the opporruniry to work on 
new laptops purchased through bond funds. Enrichment specialist Dana 
Bundy said students were researching the pares of the brain. They used 
their keyboarding skills to rype their research onto the laptop and get 
their published results from a printer. Jarman fourrh graders also en
joyed new laptops at their school too, using them for a science project 
in a study of soil. 
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that kids can do to keep 
their bodies healthy and 
strong. 

Peters media specialist Kay Leslie accepts a second place ribbon from 
Mount Vernon teaching ambassador ]an McClaren for her school's 
George Washington-inspired cake. All four sections of Debbie Steen 
social studies classes researched Washington and created a "cake" to 
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Andersen first grader Briana Edmonds watches as second graders Alyse 
Middleton and Karsen Brown stage a magneric puppet show. As parr of 
the Literacy by Design reading program, second graders read Amazing 
Magnets. Then, they made their own stage with puppets and put on their 
own show for first graders, who were amazed that the puppets moved 
without ever touching them. 
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turned campus of An-
dersen Elementary I 
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Darnaby third graders Abby Bryan, Alisa Barzellone, (]ad ]aafar-in 
background), and Madeline McTigue enjoy the opporruniry to work on 
new laptops purchased through bond funds. Enrichment specialist Dana 
Bundy said students were researching the pares of the brain. They used 
their keyboarding skills to rype their research onto the laptop and get 
their published results from a printer. Jarman fourrh graders also en
joyed new laptops at their school too, using them for a science project 
in a study of soil. 
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Community School Program Provides Opportunities 

:-rae kwon do? Salsa or hip-hop? How 
tbout cooking? Or computers or spirit 

squad routines? Clark offers a number 
of after-school programs as part of its 

Siblings Sarah Castle, vocalist, and Ryan Cas
tle, bass guitar player, were among dozens of 
students who showcased their talents from 
playing piano and taking spirited tumbles to 
telling jokes and hip hop dancing at the "U Be 
a Star" talent show at Peters. 

Communi
ty Schools 
program 
to reach 
students in 
ways that 
traditional 
schooling 
might not. 
Rosa Parks 
offers simi
lar pro
grams. 

how important 
the work is." 

In one week, 
Clark provides 
children in 
grades 1-5 with 
more than 790 
after-school 
snacks; as 
many as 200 
students may 
participate in 
after-school 
programs on 
some days. 

The work is 
very impor
tant. Clark 
Commu
nity School 
Coordina
tor Brent 
Rowland 
says, "the 
data shows 
that our 
students 

Clark Community School Coordinator Brent Rowland, center, 
joins young cheerleaders-in-training during an after-school pro
gram Other programs at the school include tae kwon do, dance, 
and computers. 

Rowland said, 
"Principal The
resa Kiger sees 
the work as 
an equalizer. 
When we offer 
dance or tae 
kwon do, we 

who participate in after-school activi
ties perform better academically, attend 
school more regularly, and exhibit more 
positive behavior at school, and you see 

look for people 
who will train our kids so that when they 
hit sixth grade, they are well-prepared to 
continue earning belts or try out for the 
drill team." 

Boevers Students Learn that Math Can Wake Up Your Brain! Following Clark's full-service model, 
Rosa Parks added an on-site medical 
clinic and after-school programs, such as 
Global Gardens, overseen by Community 
Schools Coordinator Leslie Officer. Now 
both have extensive summer school pro
gramming, strong after-school compo
nents, and attention to the whole child 
including family counseling, family nutri
tion, and even dental care. 

Math club is always a great way to be
gin the day, says Boevers media spe
cialist janie Lampi who insists math 
"helps to wake up your brain." 

Sleepy Math Club students perk up 
when she presents fun activities such 
as estimating how much candy is in a 
bag or plays games like Sudoku. 

"I felt there were plenty of good pro
grams in place to help students with 
reading, but there seemed to be a 
need for some extra math pmgrams. 
The math club helps to reinforce 
what students are learning in class, 
plus it helps them to see that math 
can be fun," Lampi said. 

Photo by enrichment specialist Karen Pearman 
Boevers Math Club students play a game on the Smart 
Board. 

During math club, students play 
math games such as bingo and Su
doku and use tools such as the Smart 
Board. Lampi tries to keep activities 
hands-on and sometimes one will 
find students roaming the library with 

ardsticks tG measure the perimeter and 
face areas of library shelves, books, 

.nd tables. Other times, you'll see stu
dents busily counting coins into plastic 
cups. Later in the year, she plans to in
troduce some math mysteries to help 
students think "out of the box." 

Lampi implemented the math club last 
year and hopes to see its continued 
growth. So far, she has about 40 stu
dents in kindergMten through fifth grade 
enrolled in the math club. The Boevers 
Math Club meets twice a week, Wednes
day (grades 3-5) and Thursday (grades 
K-3) from 8 to 8:35 a.m. in the Boevers 
library. 

Jarman is "Gung Ho" 
About Green Up! 

Principal Patti Pitcock said, "We are in a 
routine of recycling paper, plastic, alu
minum cans, and will soon add drink 
pouches to the list! In the cafeteria and 
after eating each day, the students stop 
by to drop empty plastic bottles or alu
minum cans into containers." 

Jarman has already generated $1,000 
and the savings are being put into the 
school's activity fund to supplement field 
trips, speakers, and special activity costs. 
"I see this effort growing and growing 
as our future generations get more and 
more into the habit of recycling," Pitcock 
said. "And yes, you can teach old dogs 
new tricks, as those of us on staff are 
being more dedicated to this process as 
well." 
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Photo by paraprofessional Tonya Wyatt 

Zeke Duhon's costume as Banana Man had a 
certain appeal during Spirit Week at the 811' 

Grade Center where students were asked to 
dress as superheroes. While some dressed as 
familiar crime fighters such as Batman, many 
students invented their own superhero. 

YouthArts! 2009 Celebrates 30 Years 
What started 
as a small one
day showcase 
in pretty much 
nothing more 
than a lobby at 
the High School, 
YouthArts! 

Union's an
nual showcase 
of its fine arts 
programs - has 
grown into a two
week celebration 
of Union's most 
talented artists. 

The Union Color 
Guard glows in 
the dark and 
creates bright 
swirls during re
hearsals for the 
annual black
light assembly 
at the High 
School. Under 
blacklights in an 
otherwise pitch
black gym, spir
it squads and 
other students 
entertained the 
school during 
an assembly 
that recognized 
winter and 
spring sports. 

Celebrating its Photo by senior 

30th anniversary Robert Lore 

this spring, You-
thArts! will run 
April 20 through 
Ma,y 2, featur-
ing visual arts at 
the UMAC, dramatic performances, great 
music, and wonderful choirs. A special 
gala has been planned for 7 p.m., Mon
day April 20, at the UMAC. The public is 
cordially invited to attend this free event. 

"We want to celebrate 30 years of arts 
excellence," said Ed Tackett, director of 

Fine Arts and founder of YouthArts!, ex
plaining the gala will feature a myriad of 
fine arts disciplines and special perfor
mances. Union will also recognize special 
Friends of the Arts and perhaps alumni 
who have made art a passion long after 
their graduation. 

Chinese Principal Visits 6th/7th Grade Center 
"YouthArts! provides a showcase plat
form for our students outside of the 
classroom," Tackett said, something stu
dents plan for all year long so they may 
add to their portfolios. 

Principal Mr. Qian Xiaobo from Chongq
ing, China, received a warm welcome 
when he toured Union schools as part 
of a trip coordinated locally by 6'h/7'11 

Grade Assistant Principal Dr. Pamela 
Bradley. 

The visit was sponsored by the China 
Education Association for International 

Sixth grader Jerry (Chutian) Ni watches as Prin
cipal Mr. Qian Xiaobo from Chongqing, China, 
tests the steering wheel in a driver's education 
simulator at Union Intermediate High School. 
Jerry served as a translator during Xiaobo's Feb· 
ruary tour of Union schools. 

Exchange as part of an effort to support 
educational exchange programs between 
schools in Oklahoma and China, said 
Bradley, who toured China last year. 

Principal Qian Xiaobo (pronounced 
Cheon Sheowbow) is the principal of the 
First Shapingba #1 Experimental Primary 
School in Chongqing located in the Sich
uan Province. His school serves 2,689 
students in grades 1-6 and he supervises 
131 teachers. For more i.!llformation go 
to www.unionps.org. 

"The popularity of YouthArts! has had a 
ripple effect on all of the fine arts disci
plines by creating awareness and inter
est in other programs from color guard 
to ceramics to special events such as the 
spring musical to recitals," Tackett said. 

For a complete schedule of YouthArts! 
events as well as updates for the planned 
gala, visit www.unionps.org. 

N]HS Inducts New Members 

Eligible 8'h graders will be inducted into membership of the National Junior Honor 
Society on Tuesday, May 5, at the 8'h Grade Center. 

"National Junior Honor Society is an excellent way for students to become actively 
involved in their school and community and to be recognized for their leadership, 
scholarship, citizenship, and volunteer service," sponsor Linda Kincaid said. About 
200 students were seeking membership this year. 

To be eligible for membership into NJHS, students must have a 3.6 cumulative grade 
point average. Eligible candidates are required to fill out an activity /information 
form, pay $5 annual dues, and earn three service hours. Students must also attend 
monthly meetings that are held in the mornings before school or in the afternoon 
after school. 
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Elementary summer school will be held 
at four sites this year. Briarglen and 
Clark students will attend classes at Bri
arglen; Boevers and Rosa Parks students 

Summer School Approaching 
will attend classes at Rosa Parks; and 
Grove, Jefferson and McAuliffe students 
will attend classes at McAuliffe. All other 
students will report to Cedar Ridge. 

All elementary stu
dents may choose 
to attend tuition 
classes offered at 
Cedar Ridge June 
1-2 5 (for students 
who have completed 
kindergarten) and 
July 6-23 (grades 
1-5) from 8:30-11:30 
a.m. Classes will in
clude language arts, 
social studies, math, 
and science. Classes 
are also offered in 
computer technol
ogy, arts, and sports. 

Alex Enterline as jean Valjean laments in song the death of Fantine, 
portrayed by Taylor Carroll, in the Union All-School Musical of Les Mis
erables. It played to rave reviews and sold-out audiences in February 
under the direction of drama instructor Troy Powell and music director 
Scott Zenthoefer. Also pictured are Nicole Billups and Rachel McCulley. 

Academic summer 
school (no tuition) 
classes are also 
available at Briar-

Union Earns a Number of Teacher Grants 
The Assistance League of Tulsa 
has awarded eight Union educa
tors grants through the Betty 
Bradstreet Endowment Fund for 
various projects. 

AL 
ers-$715; Grove teacher Tiffany 
Bolding, Step into Colonial Wil
liamsburg/Drama-$! 000; Jarman 
enrichment specialist Jill Fitts, 
Readers theater/scripts-$450; Pe
ters teacher Richelle Breitzke, 

assistance league ' 
Tulsa 

They include: Clark Principal 
Theresa Kiger, Keyboards/Case, mu
sic books-$1500; Peters teacher Jamie 
Lazalier, Kindergarten Puppet Theater 
Program-$858.56; Jarman Principal Patti 
Pitcock, Fourth Grade music record-

Color Guard-$1000; Peters media 
specialist Kay Leslie, Peters Playhouse/ 
equ.ipment-$1000; High School teacher 
and del.Jate coach Melissa Carrell, Union 
Competitive Speech & Debate-$1,220 
(matchffig funds). 

Ryan Proctor, son of Bruce and jennifer f>rocter, and Paige Giles, daughter Tim ana Kim Giles, were 
named Mr. and Miss Union - the highest honor a Union student may l"eceive. The selection is based 
on student vote, teacher input, and g11ade point average. 

glen, Rosa Parks, McAuliffe, and Cedar 
Ridge for students (grades l-5) who nee 
additional practice and time to develor 
reading and math skills. These classes 
are funded by grants including Native 
American, Special Services, Title I, Eng
lish Language Learners (ELL), Reading 
Sufficiency Act (RSA) and RSA Academy. 
Academic summer school will run June 
l-25, 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m., Monday
Thursday at all schools. 

Union summer camp for students en
rolled in the Extended Day Program will 
be at Moore Elementary June 8-July 31, 
Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Summer school for grades 9-12 will be of
fered June 8-26 and July 6-24, 9:30 a.m. 
- 1:30 p.m. Union will also offer driver's 
education classes in June and July. De
tails about each of these programs can be 
found under the Teaching and Learning 
section at www.unionps.org. 

Enrollment Dates 
Set for 

Three-Year-Olds, 
Pre-Kindergarten, and 
Kindergarten Students 

This spring, Union's early enrollment 
for three-year-olds, pre-kindergarten 
students and kindergarten students 
will be held in the Enrollment Center, 
8506 E. 6lst Street, as follows: 

• Clark & Briarglen - March 31 
• Boevers & Rosa Parks - April 1 
• Peters - April 2 
• Andersen - April 7 
• Moore - April 8 
• jefferson - April 9 
• McAuliffe - April 14 
• Grove - April 15 
• Cedar Ridge- Aprill6 
• Darnaby - April 21 
• Jarman- April 22 
• Make-up Day- April 23 

In addition three-year-old enrollment 
will also take plaee April 28-30, 2009, 
iN the Enrollment Center. 

For more information please call the 
Enrolment Center information line, 
357-6215, or you may speak with an 
enrollment staff member by calling 
357-6150 or 357-6153. 

For your convenience, pre-kindergar
ten enrollment packets will be avail
able at each elementary site prior to 
your enrollment date. 
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Good Employee Ideas Lead to Dlstrl.ct Energy Savtngs 
Congratulations to 
Paige Bergin (Jarman 
teacher), Julie Gateley 
(McAuliffe Administra
tive lntern), Andrea 
Holcomb (ESC Admin
istrative Assistant), 
Rebecca Morales (In
termediate HS teacher), 
Beverly Thummel (ESC Administrative 
Assistant), Tamara Pittman (High School 
teacher), and Susan Weavel (Grove/ 
Moore teacher) for submitting winning 
energy-saving ideas during Union's 12 
Days of Green Up contest in December. 
More than 50 employees submitted sug
gestions. 

The Green Up committee judged these 
the top ideas: 

• Place recycle containers in every 
classroom as well as large containers 
for high-volume areas. 

• Celebrate Earth Day districtwide by 
making efforts to eliminate paper 
and energy usage on April 22, 2009. 

• Encourage the recycling of plastic, 
paper, and aluminum at all sites in 
the district. 

• Develop paperless forms and elec
tronic systems wherever possible. 

• Publicize a districtwide web list to 
advertise surplus equipment/materi
als that might be useful to others. 

• Use solar energy to provide hot water, 
electricity, and heat in new construc
tion. 

Some of the above eall for short-term 
plans that can lead to immediate conser-

vation and others call for long-term ways 
that can lead to recurring energy savings 
for the district. Besides a certificate of 
appreciation, recognition on the web site, 
and an announcement during an Arbor 

Darnaby stu
dents David 
Dahl, ]ad 
jaafar, jona
tan Olivera, 
Mohammed 
Shwayyat, Sar
ah Shwayyat, 
jade Gullic, 
Ronson Lee 
and Nicolle 
Parker all 
agree that 
their bus driv
er ROCKS!!! 
They greeted 
Eric Leach, 
bus #11, with 
a banner, 
cheers, and a 
$100 Target 
gift card on 
Bus Driver 
Appreciation 
Day! 

JV and freshman Porn 
helped Intermediate 
students get "Fired Up" 
during a week-long 
spirit fest at both high 
schools. Students wore 
crazy hair or costumes 
- and even convinced 
Intermediate Principal 
john Chargois to don 
a tuxedo at one point. 
The High School also 
welcomed students with 
much fanfare and a big 
band at the week's start. 
Pictured clockwise are: 
freshmen Kaytlin Cupp, 
JV Porn; and freshmen 
Porn members Kendra 
Gentry, Paige Bracken, 
Morgan Schwier, Bren
dalynn Meredith, and 
Lauren Dowell. 

Day news conference April 21 in Central 
Park at Union, the contest winners each 
won the opportunity to have a tree plant
ed in their name. 

Seniors Ryan Proctor, 
Alana Denning, Dhara 
Sheth and Brian Ward 
were all named Nation
al Merit Finalists based 
on their performance 
on the PSAT/NMSQT--a 
test that measures ver
bal, math, and writing 
skills. 
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Voters Overwhelmingly Approve 2009 Bond Issue 

Voters in the Union school district ap
proved a $20-million bond issue by a 
whopping 83.6 percent on February 10. 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden said 
the high voter approval was remarkable. 

"We feel in this economy particularly, 
it's a real testament to the district that 

people know educating kids is a high pri
ority," Burden said. 

"I want to say thank you to everyone foF 
your part in the success of the bond issue 
vote," Burden said. "Every single precinct 
in our district passed the bond issue by 
a supermajority! The overall 'yes' vote 
of 83 .86% is the second highest approval 
rating ever received by the district. This 
vote means that $20 million dollars worth 
of capital improvements and equipment 
purchases will benefit our students with
out raising the taxes in our community. 

Burden said it is gratifying to know that 
so many citizens support excellent edu
cational opportunities at Union and are 
willing to invest in our schools to pro
duce a brighter future for our students. 

Major projects to be funded by the 2009 
bond issue include extensive remodeling 

at Grove Elementary School and updating 
at the Union Performing Arts Center. 

The 35-year-old Grove Elementary School 
is in desperate need of classr0om, caf
eteria, and gymnasium expansions be
cause of growth in student enrollment. 
Additional restrooms and a new main 
entrance with added security features are 
also planned for Grove. 

Other projects in the 2009 bond is
sue include replacement of old balcony 
handrails, lighting and stage cabling, 
equipment and decorations at the Union 
Performing Arts Center; replacement of 
the roof at Clark Elementary and partial 
replacements at the 8th Grade Center, In
termediate High, and High School; a sec
ond phase of remodeling at the softball 
and baseball complex; and upgrading the 
Eighth Grade Center's gym and outside 
basketball courts. 

Union Students to Benefit from the National Stimulus Plan 
"The federal government obligated it
self to fund 40 percent of Special Edu
cation needs back in the early 1970s, 
l:lut we have never received more than 
17 percent," explains Union Superin
tendent Dr. Cathy Burden. "The stimu
lus money can now help us provide 
more teachers, psychological servic
es, and assistive technology that will 
serve students with special needs." 

Even before Congress finalized the bill, 
which President Obama signed into law 
February 17, 2009, Burden met with 
administrators and Board members in 
strategy sessions to plan the very best 
student-focused endeavors and pro
grams to meet the district needs and 
stimulus spending guidelines. 

"We are looking at opportunities such 
as professional development, summer 
school programs, after-school programs, 
and lower class sizes," says Burden. "We 
are interested in ways to remove achieve
ment deficits for children with special 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is published bi· 
monthly with extra issues in October and january by 
Union Public Schools, 8506 E. 6lsl Street, Tulsa, OK 
74133-1926. It is issued ro patrons of the Union Pub
lic School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden 
is Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas-Bethel/ 

1 is Communications Executive Director/ Editor. The 
Communicator staff includes Andy Erwin, Janie Fro
man, Beverly Thummel, and Mike Vore. Periodicals 
postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER: Send ad
dress changes to The Communicator, 8506 E. 61st 
Street, Tuls~ OK 74133-1926, or call 357-6015. 

education needs and poverty issues." 
Not only is Union looking internally for 
ways to make each federal dollar count, 
it is also conferring with its community 
partners. 

For example, the district is discussing how 
it might expand the student/ family health 
clinics it operates with OU-Tulsa. Of
ficials with Union and the Community 
Action Project (CAP) are examining ways 
to add to the Head Start and Early Child
hood Center offerings already in place. 

"We are very pleased the welfare of edu
cation and students has been taken into 
account in the federal stimulus bill. The 

funds will help schools meet account
ability expectations by actually putting 
resources in classrooms," says Burden. 
"We look forward to working with our 
entire mmmunity in implementing the 
new programs and endeavors that will 
benefit Union students." 

Visit the High School section 
on the Union website 

to see this year's schedule 
for Advanced Placement 

exams at 
www.unionps.org. 

Union High School 
students were re
cently recognized at 
the National Tech
nical Honor Society 
initiation ceremony 
at the Tulsa Tech
nology Center's 
Lemley campus. Ev
eryone pictured is a 
new initiate except 
for Michael Bennett 
who was recognized 
as a Distinguished 
Member. Left to 
right are: front row, 
Alex Orr, Andrea 
Call, Michael Ben
nett, Laura Perez; 
and back row, Cash 
Billups, Kejuanta 
Butler, Rodney Hill, 
Alex Hollingsworth 
and Brayden Heath. 
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Union Collegiate Academy to Start This Fall 
Union always looks for new ways to meet 
the diverse needs of its students. Wheth
er it's ail-day programs for four-year
olds, Newcomers Classes for English Lan
guage Learners, or the FOCUS Program 
for middle school students needing extra 
time in math or social studies, the dis
trict strives to make Union the best place 
to be for its families. 

Starting this fall, Union will expand its ef
forts to challenge academically advaneed 
students and prepare them for a rigorous 
higher education experience by opening 
the Union Collegiate Academy in a spe
cial area on the second floor at Union 
High School. 

The area will include a student center 
and work areas where the 150 seniors 
who have been selected for the pro
gram can collaborate with each other 
and with UCA Director Christi Johnson. 
Mrs. Johnson, an award-winning teacher 
who earned her bachelor's at Texas Tech 
University and her master's at Northeast
ern State University, serves as a liaison 
for the students and their parents to the 
different High School departments and 
Higher Education institutions partnering 
with Union for the program. 

In addition to their regular course work, 
the UCA curriculum provides students a 
five-point, one-hour class addressing top
ics such as college selection and schol
arship research, project-based learning, 
professional dress and etiquette, and 

public relations and leadership skills 
introducing them to different academic 
disciplines (medicine, engineering, law, 
etc.) led by instructors from area colleg
es. The initial partners include OU Tulsa, 
OSU Tulsa, Northeastern State Universi
ty-B.A., Tulsa Community College, Tulsa 
Technology Center, and The University 
of Tulsa. 

According to Union Superintendent Dr. 
Cathy Burden, Union historically pro
duces academically advanced students 
who gain perfect ACT scores, are recog
nized as National Merit Scholars, earn 
hours on concurrent college credit, and 
receive millions of dollars in scholarship 
offers. They go on to become successful 
college students and professionals. She 
explains, "UCA is intended to expand on 
the successful experiences that have tra-

Erica Bernal, front, and members of Hudson's business class show off their Investment Ed 
shirts following the annual ]A Investor Challenge. Sponsored by junior Achievement, the annual 
competition involved more than 700 including 47 (rom Union High School and Union Intermediate. 
The challenge uses a sophisticated computer simulation to create 60 days of trading. Each day 
lasts one minute. During the competition, pre-taped newscasts featuring local broadcasters provide 
news tips that will impact the stock market during the course of the game. Teams compete to build 
the largest stock portfolio by buying and trading shares of fictitious companies. 

ditionally been offered at Union by part
nering with Tulsa area universities anc 
technical programs to offer higher per
forming students special opportunities 
to expand their educational and career 
horizons." 

The Union Collegiate Academy is one 
more example of meeting the needs of 
yet another group of Union students. 

Alternative Middle School Elective Teacher 
Kim Unruh, left, and artist janet Lee-Morri
son, look over the shoulder of seventh grader 
jared Webb as he works on a mandala. Man
dala is an ancient Sanskrit word for circle 
and is defined as a circle containing wisdom 
or meaning. Students construct a large circle, 
filling it in with original borders, symbols, 
and designs. As part of a grant through the 
Oklahoma Arts Council, Morrison has been 
assisting students to create their own original 
designs. 

Missed the Message? 
Call 357-9748! 

Parents tell us Union's automated phone 
messaging system is a great way to an
nounce weather-related school closings, 
upcoming events, and important infor
mation. 

For your convenience, we have a district 
phone message replay line where you 
can access recent messages sent to you 
by the clistrict and/or the school your 
student(s) attend(s). The Union Connect
ED Message Line is 357-9748. The sys
tem searches the database by the phone 
number of the telephone you use to call 
the message line and gives you the choice 
of the last nine messages sent to that 
phone. 

The message line is also the number tt 
use if you do not have students in the 
district and we are calling you by mis
take. Simply leave your number and a 
request that it be removed from our list. 
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Clark Principal Wins 
Community Award 

Roy Clark Elementary Principal Theresa 
Kiger makes a difference in the com
munity. Kiger was honored recently by 

Family and Children 
Services for her com
munity involvement 
dm:ing a recent break
fast where they named 
her the "You Make a 
Difference" Commu
nity Award winner. 

Theresa Kiger "Principal Theresa 
Kiger is quite accom

plished in community-school partner
ships," said Whitney Downie, program 
director of Children's Mental Health and 
Early Childhood Family Support for FCS. 
"Theresa's extraordinary leadership has 
created and sustained a unique school 
environment at Roy Clark Elementary 
which partners with community organi
zations to help improve student success." 

Downie said "Theresa was pivotal within 
the Union Public School system to launch 
school-wide multidisciplinary collabora
tion between teachers, the school psy
chologist, Family & Childrens Services 
mental health staff and the OU Bedlam 
Health Clinic. Her vision resulted in the 
expansion of FCS services to improve stu
dent learning and emotional well-being." 

Kiger and her staff lent full support to 
the Tulsa Area United Way Venture Grant 
which FCS successfully obtained and 
now sustains to provide school-based 
counseling services. In addition, FCS has 
provided math and literacy tutoring to 
an additional 280 elementary students at 
Union. 

"Because of Theresa's pioneering work, 
school-based services have been expand
ed into four additional Union schools 
with another one on-deck for next fall," 
Whitney said. "Theresa is a pleasure to 
work with, and she provides a constant 
source of inspiration reminding us what 
a difference one person can make." 

On the Cover 
Celebrating 30 years of arts excellence, 
the annual Youtharts! celebration will 
showcase student work including ce
ramics, photography, drawing, and 
dramatic and musical performances 
April20 through May 2. 

Youtharts! will be highlighted by a spe
cial gala on Monday, April 20, at the 
UMAC. 

Andrea Gaines Top Teaching Title 

Intermediate pre-AP biology 
teacher Andrea Gaines was 
named the 2008-2009 Union 
Public Schools Teacher of 
the Year. This is the highest 
honor a teacher may receive 
from Union. 

Gaines received her bache
lor's degree in biological sci
ences from Oklahoma State 
University and her teaching 
certification from Northeast
ern State University. She is 
also working to attain Na
tional Board Certification 
status. 

dents will be able t 
become productiw 
and knowledgeable 
citizens using skills 
I helped teach. 

Gaines hopes she can make 
her classes interesting. "I 
teach to share my passion 
for biology /science in hopes 

Andrea Gaines 

Secretly, if one of 
my students cured 
cancer, won the No
bel Prize, or worked 
in a research lab at 
the Center for Dis
ease Control some
day, that would be 
awesome-especial
ly if they say, 'I fell 
in love with biology 
my freshmen year 
of high school. I 
had this crazy lady, 

that stu-
who loved science, 

loved learning, and ... "' 

Cedar Ridge staff and Union administrators react to the news that qualified Cedar Ridge teachers 
earned competitive bonuses after the school was recognized by the State Depanment of Education 
for having the third highest API in the category of large schools for Academic Performance Index 
(API) test scores. Qualified teachers will receive a $1,000 bonus. 

Jarman's Paige Bergin Recognized as 
One of Oklahoma's Best Math Teachers 

Paige Bergin 

Jarman fifth grade 
teacher Paige Bergin 
was named Oklahoma 
Outstanding Teacher 
in Mathematics at 
the elementary 1evel 
by the Oklahoma/ Ar
kansas Section of the 
Mathematical Associa
tion of America (OK
ARMAA). 

"Paige Bergin is another star in Union's 
crown," said Jarman Principal Patti Pit
cock. "We are so proud of her!" 

OK-AR MAA annually recognizes three 
teachers in Oklahoma and three in Ar-

kansas for their outstanding contribu
tions to the mathematics education of 
their students. The honorees are select
ed from the pool of nominees on the ba
sis of written submissions which include 
a description of a special project or en
richment topic they have developed, 
their personal philosophy of teaching 
mathematics, and recommendations 
from a supervisor, a peer, and a student 
or parent. 

The Outstanding Teacher in Mathemat 
ics Award is presented to one teacher 
from each of three levels-secondary, 
middle school, and elementary-from 
each of the two states. 
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• The Education Service 
Center hosted a free "ga

rage sale" in which depart
ments shared unused materi-

• als and supplies with other de
partments. It was a great way 
to recycle. 

'Y • Mr. & Mrs. Rick Mclliwain 
'Y established the first Spencer 

Mclliwain Memorial Golf Scram
ble held March 7 to raise funds for 
Union and area youth in Special 
Olympics. The event raised over 
$7,000. Spencer was a former all-

state running back at Union High 
School. He died August 13, 2007. 

• Matt Breitzke, husband of Peters third 
grade teacher Shelly Breitzke, was an 
early contestant on American Idol. Me
linda Doolittle who placed third in the 
2007 American Idol, released her first-

er album in February. Doolittle gradu
ted from Union High School in 1995. 

• Eighth grader Claire Thompson placed 
first in the Regional Spelling Bee. Jarman 
fifth graders Bronson Camp and Asha 
Chandrasekar both placed third while 
Darnaby fifth grader Tara Yoder placed 
ninth. 

• Intermediate web and video instruc
tor Jeff Murry won the Writing Teacher 
Tips and Techniques Contest, an online 
contest asking teachers for tips to help 
students improve writing. His tip was a 
short video on using the Internet to help 
engage students in the wri.ting process. 

• Senior Cara Berberet won first place 
for her artwork in the Sutton Awards 
Scholarship Competition. She also won a 
$3,000 scholarship and her teacher, Rox
ann Hulsey, won $600. 

• Six eighth grade students placed in 
the annual Southside Sertoma Club es
say contest, including Whitney Cipolla, 
first; Jess VanLandingham, second; Brett 
Asher, third; and Vincent Bates, Lara 
~hanem and SeYeon Kim, honorable 

•en tion. 

• Eighth grade FOCUS students conduct
ed a successful canned food drive for 
"Have a Heart." The winning class won a 
pizza party. 

• Sixth grader Sabrina Bogle, and An
dersen fifth grader Bailey Bymun, were 
among six Oklahoma gymnasts who 
qualified for this year's JumpStart Na
tional Team and training at the USA Gym
nastics (USAG) Training Camp in Hunts
ville, Alabama. 

• The Global Gardens program at Rosa 
Parks hosted Safiyanu Umar, a Nigerian 
Agricultural Department extension agent. 
He talked about his country's farming 
program and showed students slides of 
his country. 

• Students - 100 each from Grove, Mc
Auliffe, Rosa Parks, Boevers, Briarglen 
and Clark - attended free special perfor
mances at Connor's Cove at Hardesty Re
gional Library. This special one-of-a-kind 
children's theater allows students to ex
perience books in a whole new way. 

• Intermediate student Caleb Nelson re
ceived a Gold Key at the 2009 Oklahoma 
Regional Scholastic Art Awards Ceremo
ny and Exhibition for his animation short 
entitled, Pirates of the Caribbean: Search 
for the Chest of Jewels. Caleb used stop
motion animation to create the video. He 
was the only student to win a Gold Key in 
the Animation category. 

• Union Intermediate High students took 
first or second in every category except 
mathematics during the regional Science 
and Engineering Fair. Eleven were invited· 
to compete at state, including Cody Byrd, 
Charles Earnest, Sandra Fernandez, 
Mariam Ghanem, Brad Janzen, Meghana 
Rao, Michael Ripley, Allen Shih, Acille 
Summer, and Hannah Wendelbo. Senior 

Varuna Rao was also invited to compete 
at the International Science Fair in Reno, 
Nevada, in May. 

• The Intermediate High School team 
"Thunderducks" won first place at the 
2009 Fi.t"st Robotics Regional competition 
in Oklahoma City. They now qualify for 
nationals in Atlanta, Georgia. 

• Elizabeth Thoman, founder of the na
tional Center for Media Literacy in Los 
Angeles and a 30-year pioneer, teacher, 
and strategist in media literacy, talked 
about the importance of educating stu
dents about new media including My 
Space, Facebook, and Twitter during a 
visit to the High School. Union is con
templating creating a semester media lit
eracy course to complement its financial 
literacy course, said Academic Assistant 
Principal Dr. Janet Dunlop, and Thom
an's insight on media literacy training 
will be helpful. 

• Senior students at the Oklahoma 
School of Science and Mathematics hon
ored their favorite hometown teachers 
recently with a special recognition cer
emony. Intermediate teachers Debbie 
Mooney and Donna Hardway were hon
ored by Grace Kim and Jackson Autrey 
respectively. Clark teacher Cindy Wilson 
was honored by Ding Ren. 

• A tree was planted in March at Moore 
in honor of fifth grader Nick Thompson, 
son of John and Nanda Thompson, who 
won third place in the state for the 2009 
~bor Day National Poster Contest. He 
and his teacher, Rhonda Friday, each 
won $50. 

Danny Williams Honored by Broken Arrow 

Union Public Schools Student Assistance Program Coordinator Danny Williams 
was hon0red by the city of Broken Arrow with 
a Proclamation in his honor for his "philan
thropy and acts of kindness" to help make 
Broken Arrow a greater city and "improving 
the lives of countless others." 

Williams spearheads an annual drive to raise 
funds for holiday gifts and food for lower in
come families within the Union district, which 
includes both Tulsa and the city of Broken Ar
row. He also works closely with students in
volved in drug-free activities and is a heavy 
promoter of Union's Character Counts! pro
gram, often bringing older and younger chil
dren together in positive settings. In addition 
Williams works closely with law enforcement 
officers from the area, including Broken Ar
row, to help instill a positive image of law en
forcement in the eyes of children. 

: 
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Union Teams Win State & National Championships 

The Union High School 
Wrestling Team 
capped off an outstand
ing season by winning 
the OSSAA Class 6A 
State Wrestling Tour
nament February 28 
at Oklahoma City. The 
team also had many 
other accomplishments 
throughout the year. 

Union had a dual record 

Steven Baker was the 
individual state cham
pion. 

In the classroom, 
Monaghan has main
tained a 4.25 weighted 
GP A, is a member of 
the National Honor 
Society and an Ea
gle Scout in the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

of 18 - 1 while outscor- ..,.__....__-.t.-4J!'III....,._, Monaghan joins Baker 
ing their opponents by as a state runner of 
an average score of 52 The High School wrestling team""-'-, -'co:.:a:.:..c-he_s_, -te_a_m_t-ra_i_n-er-s,_a_n_d_m- an_a_g_e-rs-,-d-is_p_la_y_t-he_ tr_o_ph-y-th-ey....J the year. Baker won 
- 13. They also won the received for winning the OSSAA Class 6A State Wrestling Tournament. the honor last year. 
Mid-America Nation-
als-Union Classic Wrestling tournament 
along with the Geary and Sapulpa Tour
naments, the Oklahoma City University 
Dual Tournament, and the OSSAA Class 
6A Eastern Regional Tournament. Other 
team accomplishments were winning the 
Frontier Valley Conference and the OS
SAA District Championship. 

Union wrestlers placing at the State Tour
nament include senior Joey Sheridan, 
who won his third consecutive individual 
State Championship, while freshman 
Josh Walker won his first State Cham
pionship. Finishing as State Runners-Up 
were seniors Cody Beisel, Tyler Green
haw and junior Ronnie Balfour. Wres
tlers placing fourth were freshman Brian 
Crutchmer and senior Ray Calvert. State 
qualifiers were freshman Kyle Crutch
mer, sophomore Conner Baxter and se
niors Trae Treleaven and Sam Wolfen
berger. 

Previous Union State Championships 
were in 1982, the Academic State Cham
pionship in 1994, and the Dual State 
Championship in 2007. 

* * * 
Union Highsteppers and Varsity Porn 
both came away from national competi
tion with big wins. 

Highsteppers placed in the top five for 

four categories at Orlando, Florida, re
ceiving a first for Lyrical, second for Kick 
and Modern Dance, and fourth for Jazz. 
Porn placed sixth in the large porn cat
egory and 12'h in the large hip hop cat
egory at competition also in Orlando. 

Meanwhile, N Cheer was crowned Small 
Intermediate Varsity National Champi
ons during the American Cheerleaders 
Association High School Nationals Com
petition in Dallas. 

For a complete list of spir
it honors for the school 
year, visit the spirit sec
tion under Activities at 
www.unionps.org. 

* * * 

For the first time ever, the Union girls' 
swim team won the state runners-up at 
the 6A State Championship Swim Meet 
in Oklahoma City. The boys' team placed 
fifth. This is the first time Union girls 
have placed at state. 

Individual state champions were East
man Holloway, 200 Freestyle and 500 
Freestyle; Nelson Head, 200 Individual 
Medley; and Megan Myers, 500 Freestyle. 

Senior Taylor Monaghan 
has been named Gato
rade's boys' state cross 
country runner of the 
year. The award recog
nizes athletic excellence, 
academic achievement, 
and character on and off 
the race course. 

Monaghan placed second 
at the Class 6A state meet, 
helping the Redskins to a 
second consecutive team 
championship. Union's 

Although it is off season (or Union football, players have teamed 
up to provide "Redskin AID" - visiting children at the Children's 
Hospital at St. Francis and later John 3:16 Mission. Coach Josh 
Blankenship said players visited with children, brought souvenirs, 
played games and signed autographs. During their visit to John 
3:16, players even shared snacks. Afterwards, players were asked 
to write a reflection paper on what they learned from their experi
ence. 
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