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Varsity Volleyball Wins Second in the State 

The Varsity Volleyball team won second 
in the state following a "match for 
the ages" and their best season ever. 
Congratulations to Chadd McKee for 
being voted Region 7 Volleyball Coach 
of the Year. Coach McKee's volleyball 
team was the Class 6A 2009 State 
Runners-up and enjoyed a #1 ranking 
for the first time. Also, Laura Taylor, a 
setter, was a finalist for the Oklahoma 
Gatorade Volleyball Player of the Year. 
Congratulations to the Union volleyball 
team and Coach McKee for this great 
honor! 

The girls had a stellar season - which 
included their first-ever number one 
state ranking - and just narrowly lost 
out to Edmond Memorial during the 
championship game. Fans also lauded 
the team for their integrity anel team 
spirit which was a model to others. 

Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden 
congratulated the team members on an 
outstanding season, both on the court 
and off, for not just their physical ability 
but for their character as well. 

"I am very pleased that our Union students 
have made those of you in the audience 
so prc;md," Burden stated. "There is no 
doubt that learning how to persevere, 
work together as a team, and all of the 
other positive lessons that come from 

You'll never see a 
huddle like this on the 
football field as Clark 
students surround 
football players Tay
lor Caseboldt #52 and 
Austin Rude #76 dur
ing a Teammates visit 
at their playground. 
Football players visit 
elementaries to meet 
and mentor younger 
students as part of the 
Teammates Program, 
which strives to pro
vide positive role mod
els. And the younger 
students just love it! 

The varsity volleyball team celebrates after a recent game. The team has enjoyed its best season 
ever including a number one statewide ranking. 

competing mean more in the long run 
than any one trophy." Taylor, Melissa 
Agnew and jessica Powers were also 
selected for the first team All-Conference 
Team for the Frontier Valley Conference 
while Kylie johnson and Lauren Walker 
were named to the second team All 
Conference team. 

Varsity Softball 
Claims 

Regional Championship 

The Varsity Softball team was crowned 
the 2009 regional champions after 
a successful season. Three softball 
players also were named to the first 
team All-Conference for the Frontier 
Valley Conference: Sammi McGraw, 
It.aiti Dutton, and Undsey Wofford. 
Miranda Kiser was named to the 
second team. 
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The Superintendent's Plan for the Future 

one of uman's clainlS to !rune )las been our college-preparation 
curriculum that has readied students for success a!tet higb~ 

school. Since it is axiomatic that good jobs in the 
will require education beyond the high "' ~"'u•n 
level, a seamless and smooth transition intO 

or vocational training during the senior 
yeat would be beneficial to everyone. A ;new wing 

of Union Higb School - \he Union Collegiate AcademY - is enviSioned to 
facilitate that tr.,srtion by blUJTillg the line tllat haS traditionallY separated 

high school and higher education. 
The concept o! a UniOft Collegiate Acaden>Y for seniors is to alloW them 
to maintain \heir connection to tbe spirit aBd comfort of high school 
wblle also graduallY stepPinll out to experience what college would be 
like- Seniors wl1l be able to take Advan<ed Placement Courses to earn 

college credit; concurrentlY enroll in college courses offered at \he High 
Schoofwitb oredil that can count at both levels; participate in vtrtual, online courses 
of interest; cotDPlete bigb school courses and anY remediation required before 
graduation. The speciallY designed senior experience will hOpefullY guarantee \hat 
more smden<s feel comfortable and prepared for higher education. 

The Union Collegiate AcademY will also provide more opportUnities for students 
to investiga>< personal mterests tlrrougb service learnin& internships and exposure 
to different roajors. Guidance regarding college selection, tinJ.e management, and 

nnancial aid will also be highlighted. 
Seniors would not be \he onlY ones to benefit from this new cailll'us platl- AUowin!l 
sophomores to attend the High School will belp them mature and become more 
engaged in the myriad of academic and co-curricular o!ferin&S at the Higb School. 
The current 1-Higb building will become the Ninth Grade Center and alloW a ca\nl. 
focused year to orient ninth graders about the iJnportance of earnin& credits toward 

high school graduation. 
Passage of the Febn.>afY 9, 2010, bond issue will begin the first phase of our new 
secondafll transition plan- Tbe class of 2013 (<:W'rent ninth graders) will be the first 
senio<S to open the Union Collegiate AcademY- The current siXth graders will be 
the first class in the Ninth Grade CeRter and the current seventh grade class will 
be the first sophomores to attend the High School. Then returning bond issues to 
elementafll priorities will allow us to build aementafll # 14 and remodel older sites to 
provide space lor important earlY childhood programs that give students a 

great start at the elementary level. 
I look forWard to bearinll from Union. patrons @out thiS new course 

for Union's future. 

~~:-Phl). 
CathY Burden, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
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Union Public Schools is embarking on an 
exciting endeavor to take what it means to be 
"Union" to a new level. By stepping up this 
year with a far-reaching plan that requires 
both immediate action and specific steps in 
years to come, the district is advancing this 
community's tradition of excellence, spirit, 
and pride. 

The plan, outlined below, addresses a means 
to ensure top quality academics, engaging 
activities, and individual attention for our 
students from early childhood through high 
school. In essence we are charting a course 
for the future. 

PocasiD.a on Critical 
Student Transition Points: 

Plan Overview 
In charting the best education plan for our 
students, we are focusing on three major 
transition points in their academic lives: 
early childhood, as students begin their 
formal learning journey; ninth and tenth 
grade, when students either start building 
graduation credits and taking 
college/ career-bound classes 
or, unfortunately, become 
most susceptible to 
dropping out; and senior 
year, when students face 
young adult choices about 
higher education, career 
training, military serviice and/ 
or jobs. 

Discussions with parents, 
teachers, administrators, 
Long-Range Planning Comm-
ittee members, and our Board of Education 
have resulted in the following plan to help 
students chart a personal course of success: 

By 2012 
• Build a new wing at Union High 

School to house an expanded Union 
Collegiate Academy for seniors; and 

• Make tenth grade part of Union High 
School (6636 S. Mingo, currently just 
grades 11-12); 

• Turn the Union Intermediate High 
School (7616 S. Garnett, currently 
grades 9-1 0) into the Union Ninth 
Grade Center; 

By 2014 
• Build a fourteenth elementary school 

to ensure plenty of room for pre
kindergarten through fifth grades in 
each neighborhood school. 

Successes such as Union's Early Childhood 
Center, pre-kindergarten and all-day 
kindergarten programs, smaller 
learning communities created 
at each secondary school (sixth 
through twelfth) and the Union 
Collegiate Academy at the High 
School lend guidance in how 
best to ensure continued student 
engagement and achievement. 
Each creates an environment 
for more personalized learning 
and adult-student relationship 
building, a critical part of the 
education process. 

Secondary School 
Opporta:Ditles 

Having a Union Ninth Grade Center and a 
tenth-through-twelfth Union High School, 
and building a Union Collegiate Academy 
wing at the High School facilitates a sharper 
focus on age-appropriate teaching and 
learning. If we were to continue with the 
current ninth-tenth grade Intermediate 
High configuration, we would need to add at 
least 20 more classrooms to accommodate 
2400 students and the growing number of 
their teachers who now rotate because they 
don't have permanent rooms. Many of the 
tenth graders are already bused to the High 
School for academic courses and activities 
such as band and sports, and there is a 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Cosmic Chemistry Coming 
to High School 

Freshman and sophomore chemistry 
students may soon enter the space age. 

A new project will start next year to 
encourage High School students to 
enroll in a two-week, summer science 
program called "Cosmic Chemistry," 
through a Denver-based nonprofit 
organization and supported through 
federal funding. 

Cosmic Chemistry will use the real
world context of space science to set 
high expectations, build background 
knowledge, and motivate students, with 
the ultimate goal of increasing their 
science achievement. The curriculum 
will be based on new scientific findings 
from the NASA Genesis Mission, the 
fifth in a series of unmanned space 
missions focused on the solar system. 

The pilot class will be designed for 
9th- and 1Oth-grade students at Union 
Intermediate High School, and held 
during the summers of 2010 and 20 !1 1. 

The goal of the program is to belp 
students learn complex science c~mcepts 
while building their confidence to take 
higher level science courses. It will teach 
students to think and communicate 
like scientists by identifying questions, 
generating hypotheses and conducting 
investigations to test their hypotheses. 

Mid-continent Research for Education 
and Learning (McREL) is coordinating 
the program with Union. 

Have you heard of a school of fish? A pod of whales? In marine biology, eighth graders made a 
smack of jellyfish. After tie-dying coffee filters, they pla~ed the filters over Styrofoam bo~ls _a~d 
then attached multicolored yarn to the bowls. The effect IS a groovy, far-out smack of sea ;ellles. 

Grrr. Arghh. 
Trigonometry 
students are 
hunting treasure 
at the High School. 
Seniors jessica 
Crews, Mitchell 
Sonnier and 
Sharee Alford, 
teacher Cynthia 
johnson, (center) 
look at their 
compass so they 
can "bury their 
treasure" as part 
of an experiment 
that tests how well 
students follow 
directions, make 
accurate bearings, 
measure distance, 
and use angles 
and degrees. They 
used each other's 
coordinates to find 
the "booty." 

Terrin Tillman gingerly applies blue paint to 
a scene she is creating for a ceiling tile which 
will later be displayed at the Union Sixth/ 
Seventh Grade Center. Many of the tiles were 
wonderful, including some that recreated 
famous paintings like the farmer and his wife 
in American Gothic, or Edvard Munch's The 
Scream. 
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Secondary School 
Opportmdtles (Cont.) 

growing eagerness to expose sophomores 
to the full "Union High School experience," 
the spirit and pride so enthusiastically 
embraced by juniors and seniors. 

Graduating from high school is no longer 
considered a culminating event; it is a 
requisite for the next step---post secondary 
education or training. All Union students 
need to be ready for college with skills that 
will make them successful. 

The Union Collegiate Academy (UCA) began 
this year as an invitation-only program 
providing exposure to college and career 
topics for top-performing juniors and 
seniors. It has been considered a valuable 
experience by Union families and the 
community partners who participated. The 
plan is to expand and tweak UCA to include 
important offerings for ALL seniors. Not 
only would they be exposed to college 
selection and scholarship research, project
based learning, and different academic 
disciplines/careers led by instructors from 
area colleges and businesses, seniors would 
also have a new wing at the High School in 
which to participate in concurrent college 
courses and online opportunities. 

We are exploring flexible schedules (possibly 
being open early morning and into the 
evening) and opportunities for students to 
take advanced courses that would count for 
both high school and college credit. Students 
will be able to take courses for college 
credit via Advanced Placement (AP) classes, 
virtual learning, and concurrent enrollment. 
Seniors would continue to take other high 
school courses, participate in Union's award
winning activities and interact with juniors 
and sophomores, because senior class 
leadership is an important factor m what 
makes Union High School one of the best in 
the state. 

Blementary •14 and Other 
Projects on the Horizon 

The quality of Union Schools with aU-day 
early childhood programs is attractive 
to parents and students. This year's 
growth in student population was 2.4%. To 
maintain an optimal level of students at 
each elementary while continuing to offer 
neighborhood schools, it will be necessary 
to build Elementary #14 in the near future. 
One of our newest elementaries, Rosa Parks, 
already serves approximately 650 pre
kindergarten through fifth grade students. 
The target date for Elementary #14 is 2014. 

Other projects on the horizon include 
remodeling of Briarglen and Boevers, new 
middle school band rooms, tennis courts, a 
running track, and additional state-of-the
art technology for all Union students. 

You are VItal 
ID Cha.rtiDa tbla Course 

Those who have heard about this 
comprehensive plan to assist our students 
(as they journey through these major 
transitions in their academic careers), have 
been very supportive. We encourage those 
who still may have questions, suggestions 
or comments, to contact us via "Webmaster" 
at www.unionps.org We are eager to hear 
from you! 

---
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AFJROTC from Union Featured in Film 

The Road to Bataan, a documentary 
featuring Union Air Force Junior Reserve 
Officer Train.in.g 
Corps cadets, won 
"Best in Show" 
at the Script 
to Screen Film 
Festival in October 

"We basically ran 
the board at the 
Script to Screen 
Film festival," 
SMSgt. Dan Snow 
said. Indeed. The 
documentary also 
won for "best 
feature-length 
documentary" and 
"viewer's choice." 

The Road to 

Union's AFJROTC helped sponsor 
the documentary and the program's 

cadets are featured 
prominently in this 
latest effort by Miracle 
Pictures, Snow said. 
"The Bataan Memorial 
March commemorates 
the horrific Bataan 
Death March after 
the Japanese Imperial 
Army overran the 
Philippines during the 
first days of World 
War II. Union has 
participated in the 
film festival every year 
since our program 
started in 2002." 

Bataan focuses on 
the annual Bataan 
Memorial March 

Movie poster for "The Road to Bataan." 

More than 5,000 
marchers from across 
the U.S. and numerous 
foreign countries Photo by teacher Amy Riker 

Kirby Olson and Luke Snider were named 
Union High School Homecoming Queen 
and King. The Royal Court included senior 
attendants Morgan Gamarra and Lani 
LaPlante, junior attendants Ashley Meek and 
Whitney Woods; and senior escorts Bobby 
Lind, james Roberson, Cole Way and Thomas 
Roberson. 

at White Sands, New Mexico, each spring. 
The film was shot from March 27-29 
earlier this year. Several of the original 
survivors of the march signed autographs 
:md shared their personal stories during 
the premiere. 

attended the event last 
spring. Participants included high school 
students, marathon runners, active duty 
personnel, and civilians from all walks 
of life. They come together to meet the 
survivors and give a physical tribute to 
their sacrifice. 

Athletics Joins Hillary's Dream in Collecting Prom Dresses, Attire 

Union Athletic student trainers are joining 
Hillary Holt's project - Hillary's Dream -
to provide formal attire to students who 
otherwise would not be able to attend 
their school's prom. 

Holt launched her project last year as 
an offshoot of Becca's Closet, a nationa.!l 
campaign to provide outfits for stude ts 
who cannot afford the often expensiv.e 
formal wear, and she received more than 
100 dresses. 

When Holt joined the athletic trainer 
team, Athletics agreerl to help sponsor 
her dream througla its Redskin Aid 
Program, which tackles a number of 
service projects throughout Tulsa. 

Hillary's Dream is asking the public to 
donate new or gently-used formal attire. 
Oothing for girls or boys can be dropped 
off at any Union Public School location. 
:=all Hillary or her mother, Jane Holt, at 
!81-0889, for more information. 

"With Tulsa's slow economic environment, 
there is such a need within Union to 
reach out to these families who are 

experiencing financial problems. We 
hope to strive beyond expectations and 
help Union students attend their prom in 
style," Mrs. Holt said. "Hillary and these 

wonderful young women ask you to help 
them make a difference in someone's life. 
Their motto is Little Things can Make a 
Big Difference!" 

Athletes and athletic trainers exhibit prom dresses and formal attire during a ball game as part of 
Hillary's Dream, a campaign to collect new and gently-used formal wear for students who cannot 
afford expensive clothes for prom. 
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Photo submit
ted by Sharon 
Parker 

Adult learner 
Shawna Pear-
son (right) 
accepts the 
Oklahoma Lit
eracy Coalition 
Adult Learner 
Recognition 
Award from 
Staci Cravens 
of the State 
Department of 
Education Life
long Learning 
section. 

Visitors 
from 

the U.K. 
Come to Learn 

Oklahoma is known internationally for 
having the best alternative and early 
childhood programs while Union is 
known for having the best in the state, 
a fact several British educators learned 
when they carne for a visit in October. 

Ten British educators visited Union 
Alternative School, Moore, Clark and 
the Early Childhood Center to gather 
innovative ideas to help them improve 
their schools. 

Adult Learner Wins State Recognition 

The Specialist Schools and Academies 
Trust in London became interested in 
Union Alternative School after Union 
won the National Dropout Prevention's 
Crystal Star Award in 2004, Alternative 
Princirpal Richard Storm said, noting this 
is their third trip since that time. 

Shawna Pearson, who received her 
GED from Union's Adult Education 
program last year, received the Adult 
earner Recognition Award from the 
)klahoma Literacy Coalition for being an 
mtstanding student. She also received a 

$200 stipend. 

Teacher Carolyn Monholland said 
Pearson's early school years were difficult, 
her mother passed away, and she had to 
quit after the eighth grade to take care 
of family. Last February, Pearson applied 
for and received public assistance that 
helped her obtain her GED last May. 

"Shawna Pearson has learned tli:te 
importance of an education, and t e 
GED program has provided the steps 
necessary for her to become a lifelong 
learner," Monholland said. "She now sets 
goals and follows through to completion. 
Although recognizing that being a good 
mother to her children is important, 
Shawna also knows it is imperative to set 
an example for her children to follow." 

the Communicator 

The Communicaror is published bi-monthly with ex
tra issues in October and january by Union Public 
Schools, 8506 E. 61st Street, Tulsa, OK 74133-1926. 
Ir is issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is Super
intendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas-Bethel/ is Com
munications Executive Director/ Editor. The Com
municator staff includes Andy Erwin, janie Froman, 
Beverly Thummel, and Mike Vore. Send address 
changes to The Communicator, 8506 E. 61st Street, 
Tulsa, OK 74133-1926, or cal/357·6015. 

As a keynote speaker during graduation, 
Pearson said, "Getting an education will 
ensure a better future for me and for my 
children. I will not settle for less in life 
than what I am capable of accomplishing. 
I will expect the same from my children 
and one day my grandchildren." 

Pearson has since enrolled at Tulsa 
Community College and is pursuing her 
goal of becoming a social worker. 

The educators visited additional schools, 
however, because they discovered that 
Union's comprehensive teaching and 
COUil;Seling strategies work well at all 
grades. The visitors learned about the 
community school approach at Clark, 
the emphasis on early education at the 
Early Childhood Center and the multiage 
approach a Moore. Colin Wright of 
Essex, England, also conferred with 
district administrators to study American 
curriculum and data analysis. 

Six Union seniors were named 2009 National Commended Students as part of the National Merit 
Scholarship Program, placing in the top five percent of more than 1.4 million students who took the 
Preliminary SAT / National Merit Qualifying Test. They are (left to right) Nathan]. Nelson, Taylor L. 
Alspaugh, Arden]. Zhan, Helen Synn, Hannah L. Carr, and Soojeong Kim. 
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United Way Goal Achieved 

Despite a troubling economy, Union 
Public Schools once again met its goal for 
the United Way. 

"Our goal this year was to raise $177,000," 
said Director of Federal Programs Susan 
Crowder, who once again served as the 
coordinator for Union's United Way 
effort. "I am pleased we were able to 
make that goal." Last year, Union raised 
$167,366 and had 89 Key Club Donors. 
This, year, Union has 92 Key Club Donors, 
employees who donate $500 or more. 

Many employees throughout the district 
pledged part of their salary to fund 
United Way programs. Schools also held 
special drives throughout the month, 
using creative ways to make the drive 
both fun and worthwhile for all those 
involved. Activities included special 
breakfasts, games, painting faces and 
more. 

Union remains a leading contributor in 
the education area for the United Way. 

Early Childhood Center student Dago Trevino, 
son of Ericka Hernandez (left) gets a flu shot 
in a mobile health van parked outside his 
school in October. Dago was much happier 
after the shot. 

"I Care" Project Stirs Feelings 
All Over the District 

"Tl1is number will increase with some 
last-minute applicants," said organizer 

Perhaps few programs in Union stir as 
many feelings and tears of joy as the 
annual "I Care" Holiday Pmject ~ Danny Williams, who hopes to 
which provides food 
and gifts for the less 
fortunate within the 
district. 

"I Care" has been 
giving back to 
the community 
since 1996 and this year 
organizers hope to help 
more than 938 families -
including 1,906 children. This 
number is markedly up from 751 families 
and 1,552 children in 2008. 

collect $52,000 by December 
18 to pay for gifts and food. 

The project is made 
possible by volunteers, 
students in the Drug

Free Youth program, and 
businesses who donate time 

and money. The effort is part of 
the district's Character Counts! 
program which teaches students 

the importance of such things as 
caring, responsibility, and citizenship. 

Distribution of the gifts will be held at 
the UMAC from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Dec. 9-11 
·and on Dec. 14. 

If you would like to donate, D-FY is 
suggesting $25 donations per child and 
$50 donations per family. Those who 
wish to donate may make checks payable 
to "Union D-FY" and mail to: 

Danny Williams 
"I Care" Project 

Union Public Schools 
8506 E. 61st Street. 

Tulsa, OK 74133-1926 

For more information, contact Danny 
Williams at 357-7652. 
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~ National C~mpetition 
By all accounts, the Renegade 
Regiment has enjoyed immense 

f'· success this year with their prod gram entitled "The Ritual," earn
_, ing a third place in class, and a 

fourth place in prelin1inary and 
final rounds of the Bands of America Su
per Regional Marching Band Contest in 
St. Louis. 

Union followed that impressive showing 
with second place at state competition. 
UniQn also earned first place at the Bro
ken Arrow Invitational (BAl) Marching 
Competition. 

The hard work is far from over, however, 
as band members and parents gear up 
for the Citrus Bowl Parade on December 
30 in downtown Orlando, Florida. 

Educational milestones come in many forms 
- everything from report cards and blue 
ribbons, to graduation mortar boards. 
Sometimes, it's just how you "measure up. " 
Early Childhood teacher Leah Casselman 
marks a line on the wall over 3-year-old 
Kenon Rae's head to show his height. Later in 
the year, Rae and his classmates will see how 
much they have grown. 
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Andersen fourth grade teacher Kristina Dill 
supervises Alex Friend (left) and Seth DeSotel 
as they force water through dirt and into a 
bucket held by Emily Embrey. The experiment 
mimics the effects of erosion. Students 
learn how quickly water can rob the soil of 
nutrients, posing a problem for farmers. 

Boevers student Andrew Culver 
correctly points to the letter E 
which can only be seen through 
special glasses for the eye exam 
administered by Diane Liles of 
the Prevent Blindness organiza
tion. 

Prevent Blindess provides free 
screenings, exams, and glasses 
to those who qualify through a 
vision service plan with local eye 
doctors. Law requires eye exams 
for children. According to Bo· 
evers nurse Teresa Middleton, 
"For this service to be offered at 
school helps out parents." 

Thanks to a grant 
from the Union Schools 
Education Foundation, 
Clark second grader 
Uziel Gravioto is learning 
about books through 
Book Flicks during Go· 
Club. Teacher DeAnne 
Finley uses the junior 
Great Books for a lesson 
as a way to engage the 
students in reading. 
Photo by teacher Shanda 
Sullivan. 

New Lunch Entrees 
Offered at Elementary Sites 

Aurore Stahl (left) and 
Angela Greer, as Thing 
1 and 2, attempt to 
bite Moore pre-kinder· 
gartener Colson Marth, 
who dressed as stinky 
cheese for Books Alive!, 
an annual occasion 
when many dress as 
storybook characters to 
encourage the love of 
reading. 

Starting in November, elementary students may choose 
between two entrees for their lunch. They also get to pick the 
sides! 

Beginning Monday, November 2, for example, students could 
choose between a burrito or a meatball sandwich. Food 
menus are always posted online at www.unionps.org under 
the Quick Links sectio . 

"I'm so nervous," Grove second grader Michael Whitfield confessed to 
teacher Cindy Gowin moments before their first-ever book publishing 
party began. But he quickly warmed up to Principal Kim Berns (right) 
as he read a book he had written about his dad. Students create their 
artwork and stories then share their work with visiting adults. "The 
Lucy Calkins writing program allows "inventive" spelling while getting 
students excited about writing real life stories," Gowin explained. "We 
have not yet covered any grammar or much punctuation." 

Talk about the school of fooEball! McAuliffe kindergarteners ]aMarque 
Berry (left) and Lama rea Leonard ellioy a game of table football in Kim 
]abe's class. Her students have different games and activities that teach 
them valuable social skills such as col'Jperation and teamwork. 

November-December 2009 ............................................................................................................................................ Page 7 

Who says math 
has to be boring? 
Teacher and par
ents at Darnaby 
certainly don't 
as they turned 
their school into a 
math fair for third 
graders with games 
(rom Twister to 
golf. Volunteers 
punched paper tick
ets for students 
as they answered 
math problems at 
different stations. 
Parent volunteer 
Amal Mughir super· 
vises a math ]enga 
game enjoyed by 
Darby Puckett, left, 
and Boo Todd. 

L. T. Smart is a traveler! He has been visiting 
second grade ARC (Academic Resource 
Center) students' families since school began. 
Josh Fridrich (right) brings the backpack and 
L. T. to Mason Mecke. Josh and his family just 
finished a story about how their family reads. 
It is now Mason's family's turn. Each student 
will have a turn. The exercise teaches reading 
techniques, idea organization, and writing. 

Children's author 
Cynthia Liu tells 
Briarglen students 
good writers have 
strong imaginations. 
A former Union 
student, Liu also 
visited Jarman. 

She has written 
"Paris Pan Takes 
the Dare," "Great 
Call of China," and 
"Writing for Children 
and Teens: A Crash 
Course" (How to 
Write, Revise, and 
Publish a Kid's or 
Teen Book with 
Children's Book 
Publishers.) 

Tulsa Talons player Luke Phillips gives a pep 
talk to Jarman students ahead of their Jog
a-Than which was October 1·2. Phillips, a 
former student of Principal Patti Pitcock when 
they were both, at Darnaby, talked about the 
importance of doing their best. Many schools, 
including Darnaby and Peters, sponsor ]og-a
Thons for their PTA chapters. 

Three Piggy Opera Comes to Peters 

The big, bad wolf huffed and puffed but mostly sang for an all-school production of 
The Three Piggy Opera at Peters, as part of an introduction to opera. 

"Sixty five students from grades 1 - 5 participated in our production of The Three 
Piggy Opera," explained 

· music teacher Sharon Beam. 
"Rehearsals were held 
before school two times a 
week for six weeks. A 'one 
absence' rule was in place 

·showing the dedication of 
not only these students but 
their families who provided 
transportation." 

Beam said the performances 
highlighted the parts of an 
opera: an overture, recitative, 
solo, duet, trio, aria, finale 
and coda. Some music 
was a cappella and some 
accompanied by xylophones, 
hand bells or boom whackers. 
The wood block and cymbals 
provided sound effects for 
the Big Bad Wolf. 

What h":ppens three pigs - Thompson, fifth 
grade, S1dney Page, third grade, Lauren Alley, fifth grade, -come 
to Peters to face a big, bad wolf? They belt out in song for the 
"Three Piggy Opera, "an entertaining romp that combined 65 
Peters students (rom all grades. 
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Photo submit
ted by Sharon 
Parker 

Adult learner 
Shawna Pear-
son (right) 
accepts the 
Oklahoma Lit
eracy Coalition 
Adult Learner 
Recognition 
Award from 
Staci Cravens 
of the State 
Department of 
Education Life
long Learning 
section. 

Visitors 
from 

the U.K. 
Come to Learn 

Oklahoma is known internationally for 
having the best alternative and early 
childhood programs while Union is 
known for having the best in the state, 
a fact several British educators learned 
when they carne for a visit in October. 

Ten British educators visited Union 
Alternative School, Moore, Clark and 
the Early Childhood Center to gather 
innovative ideas to help them improve 
their schools. 

Adult Learner Wins State Recognition 

The Specialist Schools and Academies 
Trust in London became interested in 
Union Alternative School after Union 
won the National Dropout Prevention's 
Crystal Star Award in 2004, Alternative 
Princirpal Richard Storm said, noting this 
is their third trip since that time. 

Shawna Pearson, who received her 
GED from Union's Adult Education 
program last year, received the Adult 
earner Recognition Award from the 
)klahoma Literacy Coalition for being an 
mtstanding student. She also received a 

$200 stipend. 

Teacher Carolyn Monholland said 
Pearson's early school years were difficult, 
her mother passed away, and she had to 
quit after the eighth grade to take care 
of family. Last February, Pearson applied 
for and received public assistance that 
helped her obtain her GED last May. 

"Shawna Pearson has learned tli:te 
importance of an education, and t e 
GED program has provided the steps 
necessary for her to become a lifelong 
learner," Monholland said. "She now sets 
goals and follows through to completion. 
Although recognizing that being a good 
mother to her children is important, 
Shawna also knows it is imperative to set 
an example for her children to follow." 

the Communicator 

The Communicaror is published bi-monthly with ex
tra issues in October and january by Union Public 
Schools, 8506 E. 61st Street, Tulsa, OK 74133-1926. 
Ir is issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is Super
intendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas-Bethel/ is Com
munications Executive Director/ Editor. The Com
municator staff includes Andy Erwin, janie Froman, 
Beverly Thummel, and Mike Vore. Send address 
changes to The Communicator, 8506 E. 61st Street, 
Tulsa, OK 74133-1926, or cal/357·6015. 

As a keynote speaker during graduation, 
Pearson said, "Getting an education will 
ensure a better future for me and for my 
children. I will not settle for less in life 
than what I am capable of accomplishing. 
I will expect the same from my children 
and one day my grandchildren." 

Pearson has since enrolled at Tulsa 
Community College and is pursuing her 
goal of becoming a social worker. 

The educators visited additional schools, 
however, because they discovered that 
Union's comprehensive teaching and 
COUil;Seling strategies work well at all 
grades. The visitors learned about the 
community school approach at Clark, 
the emphasis on early education at the 
Early Childhood Center and the multiage 
approach a Moore. Colin Wright of 
Essex, England, also conferred with 
district administrators to study American 
curriculum and data analysis. 

Six Union seniors were named 2009 National Commended Students as part of the National Merit 
Scholarship Program, placing in the top five percent of more than 1.4 million students who took the 
Preliminary SAT / National Merit Qualifying Test. They are (left to right) Nathan]. Nelson, Taylor L. 
Alspaugh, Arden]. Zhan, Helen Synn, Hannah L. Carr, and Soojeong Kim. 
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United Way Goal Achieved 

Despite a troubling economy, Union 
Public Schools once again met its goal for 
the United Way. 

"Our goal this year was to raise $177,000," 
said Director of Federal Programs Susan 
Crowder, who once again served as the 
coordinator for Union's United Way 
effort. "I am pleased we were able to 
make that goal." Last year, Union raised 
$167,366 and had 89 Key Club Donors. 
This, year, Union has 92 Key Club Donors, 
employees who donate $500 or more. 

Many employees throughout the district 
pledged part of their salary to fund 
United Way programs. Schools also held 
special drives throughout the month, 
using creative ways to make the drive 
both fun and worthwhile for all those 
involved. Activities included special 
breakfasts, games, painting faces and 
more. 

Union remains a leading contributor in 
the education area for the United Way. 

Early Childhood Center student Dago Trevino, 
son of Ericka Hernandez (left) gets a flu shot 
in a mobile health van parked outside his 
school in October. Dago was much happier 
after the shot. 

"I Care" Project Stirs Feelings 
All Over the District 

"Tl1is number will increase with some 
last-minute applicants," said organizer 

Perhaps few programs in Union stir as 
many feelings and tears of joy as the 
annual "I Care" Holiday Pmject ~ Danny Williams, who hopes to 
which provides food 
and gifts for the less 
fortunate within the 
district. 

"I Care" has been 
giving back to 
the community 
since 1996 and this year 
organizers hope to help 
more than 938 families -
including 1,906 children. This 
number is markedly up from 751 families 
and 1,552 children in 2008. 

collect $52,000 by December 
18 to pay for gifts and food. 

The project is made 
possible by volunteers, 
students in the Drug

Free Youth program, and 
businesses who donate time 

and money. The effort is part of 
the district's Character Counts! 
program which teaches students 

the importance of such things as 
caring, responsibility, and citizenship. 

Distribution of the gifts will be held at 
the UMAC from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Dec. 9-11 
·and on Dec. 14. 

If you would like to donate, D-FY is 
suggesting $25 donations per child and 
$50 donations per family. Those who 
wish to donate may make checks payable 
to "Union D-FY" and mail to: 

Danny Williams 
"I Care" Project 

Union Public Schools 
8506 E. 61st Street. 

Tulsa, OK 74133-1926 

For more information, contact Danny 
Williams at 357-7652. 
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~ National C~mpetition 
By all accounts, the Renegade 
Regiment has enjoyed immense 

f'· success this year with their prod gram entitled "The Ritual," earn
_, ing a third place in class, and a 

fourth place in prelin1inary and 
final rounds of the Bands of America Su
per Regional Marching Band Contest in 
St. Louis. 

Union followed that impressive showing 
with second place at state competition. 
UniQn also earned first place at the Bro
ken Arrow Invitational (BAl) Marching 
Competition. 

The hard work is far from over, however, 
as band members and parents gear up 
for the Citrus Bowl Parade on December 
30 in downtown Orlando, Florida. 

Educational milestones come in many forms 
- everything from report cards and blue 
ribbons, to graduation mortar boards. 
Sometimes, it's just how you "measure up. " 
Early Childhood teacher Leah Casselman 
marks a line on the wall over 3-year-old 
Kenon Rae's head to show his height. Later in 
the year, Rae and his classmates will see how 
much they have grown. 
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Varsity Volleyball Wins Second in the State 

The Varsity Volleyball team won second 
in the state following a "match for 
the ages" and their best season ever. 
Congratulations to Chadd McKee for 
being voted Region 7 Volleyball Coach 
of the Year. Coach McKee's volleyball 
team was the Class 6A 2009 State 
Runners-up and enjoyed a #1 ranking 
for the first time. Also, Laura Taylor, a 
setter, was a finalist for the Oklahoma 
Gatorade Volleyball Player of the Year. 
Congratulations to the Union volleyball 
team and Coach McKee for this great 
honor! 

The girls had a stellar season - which 
included their first-ever number one 
state ranking - and just narrowly lost 
out to Edmond Memorial during the 
championship game. Fans also lauded 
the team for their integrity anel team 
spirit which was a model to others. 

Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden 
congratulated the team members on an 
outstanding season, both on the court 
and off, for not just their physical ability 
but for their character as well. 

"I am very pleased that our Union students 
have made those of you in the audience 
so prc;md," Burden stated. "There is no 
doubt that learning how to persevere, 
work together as a team, and all of the 
other positive lessons that come from 

You'll never see a 
huddle like this on the 
football field as Clark 
students surround 
football players Tay
lor Caseboldt #52 and 
Austin Rude #76 dur
ing a Teammates visit 
at their playground. 
Football players visit 
elementaries to meet 
and mentor younger 
students as part of the 
Teammates Program, 
which strives to pro
vide positive role mod
els. And the younger 
students just love it! 

The varsity volleyball team celebrates after a recent game. The team has enjoyed its best season 
ever including a number one statewide ranking. 

competing mean more in the long run 
than any one trophy." Taylor, Melissa 
Agnew and jessica Powers were also 
selected for the first team All-Conference 
Team for the Frontier Valley Conference 
while Kylie johnson and Lauren Walker 
were named to the second team All 
Conference team. 

Varsity Softball 
Claims 

Regional Championship 

The Varsity Softball team was crowned 
the 2009 regional champions after 
a successful season. Three softball 
players also were named to the first 
team All-Conference for the Frontier 
Valley Conference: Sammi McGraw, 
It.aiti Dutton, and Undsey Wofford. 
Miranda Kiser was named to the 
second team. 
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Secondary School 
Opportmdtles (Cont.) 

growing eagerness to expose sophomores 
to the full "Union High School experience," 
the spirit and pride so enthusiastically 
embraced by juniors and seniors. 

Graduating from high school is no longer 
considered a culminating event; it is a 
requisite for the next step---post secondary 
education or training. All Union students 
need to be ready for college with skills that 
will make them successful. 

The Union Collegiate Academy (UCA) began 
this year as an invitation-only program 
providing exposure to college and career 
topics for top-performing juniors and 
seniors. It has been considered a valuable 
experience by Union families and the 
community partners who participated. The 
plan is to expand and tweak UCA to include 
important offerings for ALL seniors. Not 
only would they be exposed to college 
selection and scholarship research, project
based learning, and different academic 
disciplines/careers led by instructors from 
area colleges and businesses, seniors would 
also have a new wing at the High School in 
which to participate in concurrent college 
courses and online opportunities. 

We are exploring flexible schedules (possibly 
being open early morning and into the 
evening) and opportunities for students to 
take advanced courses that would count for 
both high school and college credit. Students 
will be able to take courses for college 
credit via Advanced Placement (AP) classes, 
virtual learning, and concurrent enrollment. 
Seniors would continue to take other high 
school courses, participate in Union's award
winning activities and interact with juniors 
and sophomores, because senior class 
leadership is an important factor m what 
makes Union High School one of the best in 
the state. 

Blementary •14 and Other 
Projects on the Horizon 

The quality of Union Schools with aU-day 
early childhood programs is attractive 
to parents and students. This year's 
growth in student population was 2.4%. To 
maintain an optimal level of students at 
each elementary while continuing to offer 
neighborhood schools, it will be necessary 
to build Elementary #14 in the near future. 
One of our newest elementaries, Rosa Parks, 
already serves approximately 650 pre
kindergarten through fifth grade students. 
The target date for Elementary #14 is 2014. 

Other projects on the horizon include 
remodeling of Briarglen and Boevers, new 
middle school band rooms, tennis courts, a 
running track, and additional state-of-the
art technology for all Union students. 

You are VItal 
ID Cha.rtiDa tbla Course 

Those who have heard about this 
comprehensive plan to assist our students 
(as they journey through these major 
transitions in their academic careers), have 
been very supportive. We encourage those 
who still may have questions, suggestions 
or comments, to contact us via "Webmaster" 
at www.unionps.org We are eager to hear 
from you! 

---
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AFJROTC from Union Featured in Film 

The Road to Bataan, a documentary 
featuring Union Air Force Junior Reserve 
Officer Train.in.g 
Corps cadets, won 
"Best in Show" 
at the Script 
to Screen Film 
Festival in October 

"We basically ran 
the board at the 
Script to Screen 
Film festival," 
SMSgt. Dan Snow 
said. Indeed. The 
documentary also 
won for "best 
feature-length 
documentary" and 
"viewer's choice." 

The Road to 

Union's AFJROTC helped sponsor 
the documentary and the program's 

cadets are featured 
prominently in this 
latest effort by Miracle 
Pictures, Snow said. 
"The Bataan Memorial 
March commemorates 
the horrific Bataan 
Death March after 
the Japanese Imperial 
Army overran the 
Philippines during the 
first days of World 
War II. Union has 
participated in the 
film festival every year 
since our program 
started in 2002." 

Bataan focuses on 
the annual Bataan 
Memorial March 

Movie poster for "The Road to Bataan." 

More than 5,000 
marchers from across 
the U.S. and numerous 
foreign countries Photo by teacher Amy Riker 

Kirby Olson and Luke Snider were named 
Union High School Homecoming Queen 
and King. The Royal Court included senior 
attendants Morgan Gamarra and Lani 
LaPlante, junior attendants Ashley Meek and 
Whitney Woods; and senior escorts Bobby 
Lind, james Roberson, Cole Way and Thomas 
Roberson. 

at White Sands, New Mexico, each spring. 
The film was shot from March 27-29 
earlier this year. Several of the original 
survivors of the march signed autographs 
:md shared their personal stories during 
the premiere. 

attended the event last 
spring. Participants included high school 
students, marathon runners, active duty 
personnel, and civilians from all walks 
of life. They come together to meet the 
survivors and give a physical tribute to 
their sacrifice. 

Athletics Joins Hillary's Dream in Collecting Prom Dresses, Attire 

Union Athletic student trainers are joining 
Hillary Holt's project - Hillary's Dream -
to provide formal attire to students who 
otherwise would not be able to attend 
their school's prom. 

Holt launched her project last year as 
an offshoot of Becca's Closet, a nationa.!l 
campaign to provide outfits for stude ts 
who cannot afford the often expensiv.e 
formal wear, and she received more than 
100 dresses. 

When Holt joined the athletic trainer 
team, Athletics agreerl to help sponsor 
her dream througla its Redskin Aid 
Program, which tackles a number of 
service projects throughout Tulsa. 

Hillary's Dream is asking the public to 
donate new or gently-used formal attire. 
Oothing for girls or boys can be dropped 
off at any Union Public School location. 
:=all Hillary or her mother, Jane Holt, at 
!81-0889, for more information. 

"With Tulsa's slow economic environment, 
there is such a need within Union to 
reach out to these families who are 

experiencing financial problems. We 
hope to strive beyond expectations and 
help Union students attend their prom in 
style," Mrs. Holt said. "Hillary and these 

wonderful young women ask you to help 
them make a difference in someone's life. 
Their motto is Little Things can Make a 
Big Difference!" 

Athletes and athletic trainers exhibit prom dresses and formal attire during a ball game as part of 
Hillary's Dream, a campaign to collect new and gently-used formal wear for students who cannot 
afford expensive clothes for prom. 



Union Public Schools is embarking on an 
exciting endeavor to take what it means to be 
"Union" to a new level. By stepping up this 
year with a far-reaching plan that requires 
both immediate action and specific steps in 
years to come, the district is advancing this 
community's tradition of excellence, spirit, 
and pride. 

The plan, outlined below, addresses a means 
to ensure top quality academics, engaging 
activities, and individual attention for our 
students from early childhood through high 
school. In essence we are charting a course 
for the future. 

PocasiD.a on Critical 
Student Transition Points: 

Plan Overview 
In charting the best education plan for our 
students, we are focusing on three major 
transition points in their academic lives: 
early childhood, as students begin their 
formal learning journey; ninth and tenth 
grade, when students either start building 
graduation credits and taking 
college/ career-bound classes 
or, unfortunately, become 
most susceptible to 
dropping out; and senior 
year, when students face 
young adult choices about 
higher education, career 
training, military serviice and/ 
or jobs. 

Discussions with parents, 
teachers, administrators, 
Long-Range Planning Comm-
ittee members, and our Board of Education 
have resulted in the following plan to help 
students chart a personal course of success: 

By 2012 
• Build a new wing at Union High 

School to house an expanded Union 
Collegiate Academy for seniors; and 

• Make tenth grade part of Union High 
School (6636 S. Mingo, currently just 
grades 11-12); 

• Turn the Union Intermediate High 
School (7616 S. Garnett, currently 
grades 9-1 0) into the Union Ninth 
Grade Center; 

By 2014 
• Build a fourteenth elementary school 

to ensure plenty of room for pre
kindergarten through fifth grades in 
each neighborhood school. 

Successes such as Union's Early Childhood 
Center, pre-kindergarten and all-day 
kindergarten programs, smaller 
learning communities created 
at each secondary school (sixth 
through twelfth) and the Union 
Collegiate Academy at the High 
School lend guidance in how 
best to ensure continued student 
engagement and achievement. 
Each creates an environment 
for more personalized learning 
and adult-student relationship 
building, a critical part of the 
education process. 

Secondary School 
Opporta:Ditles 

Having a Union Ninth Grade Center and a 
tenth-through-twelfth Union High School, 
and building a Union Collegiate Academy 
wing at the High School facilitates a sharper 
focus on age-appropriate teaching and 
learning. If we were to continue with the 
current ninth-tenth grade Intermediate 
High configuration, we would need to add at 
least 20 more classrooms to accommodate 
2400 students and the growing number of 
their teachers who now rotate because they 
don't have permanent rooms. Many of the 
tenth graders are already bused to the High 
School for academic courses and activities 
such as band and sports, and there is a 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Cosmic Chemistry Coming 
to High School 

Freshman and sophomore chemistry 
students may soon enter the space age. 

A new project will start next year to 
encourage High School students to 
enroll in a two-week, summer science 
program called "Cosmic Chemistry," 
through a Denver-based nonprofit 
organization and supported through 
federal funding. 

Cosmic Chemistry will use the real
world context of space science to set 
high expectations, build background 
knowledge, and motivate students, with 
the ultimate goal of increasing their 
science achievement. The curriculum 
will be based on new scientific findings 
from the NASA Genesis Mission, the 
fifth in a series of unmanned space 
missions focused on the solar system. 

The pilot class will be designed for 
9th- and 1Oth-grade students at Union 
Intermediate High School, and held 
during the summers of 2010 and 20 !1 1. 

The goal of the program is to belp 
students learn complex science c~mcepts 
while building their confidence to take 
higher level science courses. It will teach 
students to think and communicate 
like scientists by identifying questions, 
generating hypotheses and conducting 
investigations to test their hypotheses. 

Mid-continent Research for Education 
and Learning (McREL) is coordinating 
the program with Union. 

Have you heard of a school of fish? A pod of whales? In marine biology, eighth graders made a 
smack of jellyfish. After tie-dying coffee filters, they pla~ed the filters over Styrofoam bo~ls _a~d 
then attached multicolored yarn to the bowls. The effect IS a groovy, far-out smack of sea ;ellles. 

Grrr. Arghh. 
Trigonometry 
students are 
hunting treasure 
at the High School. 
Seniors jessica 
Crews, Mitchell 
Sonnier and 
Sharee Alford, 
teacher Cynthia 
johnson, (center) 
look at their 
compass so they 
can "bury their 
treasure" as part 
of an experiment 
that tests how well 
students follow 
directions, make 
accurate bearings, 
measure distance, 
and use angles 
and degrees. They 
used each other's 
coordinates to find 
the "booty." 

Terrin Tillman gingerly applies blue paint to 
a scene she is creating for a ceiling tile which 
will later be displayed at the Union Sixth/ 
Seventh Grade Center. Many of the tiles were 
wonderful, including some that recreated 
famous paintings like the farmer and his wife 
in American Gothic, or Edvard Munch's The 
Scream. 



) ( 

The Superintendent's Plan for the Future 

one of uman's clainlS to !rune )las been our college-preparation 
curriculum that has readied students for success a!tet higb~ 

school. Since it is axiomatic that good jobs in the 
will require education beyond the high "' ~"'u•n 
level, a seamless and smooth transition intO 

or vocational training during the senior 
yeat would be beneficial to everyone. A ;new wing 

of Union Higb School - \he Union Collegiate AcademY - is enviSioned to 
facilitate that tr.,srtion by blUJTillg the line tllat haS traditionallY separated 

high school and higher education. 
The concept o! a UniOft Collegiate Acaden>Y for seniors is to alloW them 
to maintain \heir connection to tbe spirit aBd comfort of high school 
wblle also graduallY stepPinll out to experience what college would be 
like- Seniors wl1l be able to take Advan<ed Placement Courses to earn 

college credit; concurrentlY enroll in college courses offered at \he High 
Schoofwitb oredil that can count at both levels; participate in vtrtual, online courses 
of interest; cotDPlete bigb school courses and anY remediation required before 
graduation. The speciallY designed senior experience will hOpefullY guarantee \hat 
more smden<s feel comfortable and prepared for higher education. 

The Union Collegiate AcademY will also provide more opportUnities for students 
to investiga>< personal mterests tlrrougb service learnin& internships and exposure 
to different roajors. Guidance regarding college selection, tinJ.e management, and 

nnancial aid will also be highlighted. 
Seniors would not be \he onlY ones to benefit from this new cailll'us platl- AUowin!l 
sophomores to attend the High School will belp them mature and become more 
engaged in the myriad of academic and co-curricular o!ferin&S at the Higb School. 
The current 1-Higb building will become the Ninth Grade Center and alloW a ca\nl. 
focused year to orient ninth graders about the iJnportance of earnin& credits toward 

high school graduation. 
Passage of the Febn.>afY 9, 2010, bond issue will begin the first phase of our new 
secondafll transition plan- Tbe class of 2013 (<:W'rent ninth graders) will be the first 
senio<S to open the Union Collegiate AcademY- The current siXth graders will be 
the first class in the Ninth Grade CeRter and the current seventh grade class will 
be the first sophomores to attend the High School. Then returning bond issues to 
elementafll priorities will allow us to build aementafll # 14 and remodel older sites to 
provide space lor important earlY childhood programs that give students a 

great start at the elementary level. 
I look forWard to bearinll from Union. patrons @out thiS new course 

for Union's future. 

~~:-Phl). 
CathY Burden, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
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d 
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pe estnan-related in. . onWide from 
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grade porn also orman. Union 8th 
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Andersen fourth grade teacher Kristina Dill 
supervises Alex Friend (left) and Seth DeSotel 
as they force water through dirt and into a 
bucket held by Emily Embrey. The experiment 
mimics the effects of erosion. Students 
learn how quickly water can rob the soil of 
nutrients, posing a problem for farmers. 

Boevers student Andrew Culver 
correctly points to the letter E 
which can only be seen through 
special glasses for the eye exam 
administered by Diane Liles of 
the Prevent Blindness organiza
tion. 

Prevent Blindess provides free 
screenings, exams, and glasses 
to those who qualify through a 
vision service plan with local eye 
doctors. Law requires eye exams 
for children. According to Bo· 
evers nurse Teresa Middleton, 
"For this service to be offered at 
school helps out parents." 

Thanks to a grant 
from the Union Schools 
Education Foundation, 
Clark second grader 
Uziel Gravioto is learning 
about books through 
Book Flicks during Go· 
Club. Teacher DeAnne 
Finley uses the junior 
Great Books for a lesson 
as a way to engage the 
students in reading. 
Photo by teacher Shanda 
Sullivan. 

New Lunch Entrees 
Offered at Elementary Sites 

Aurore Stahl (left) and 
Angela Greer, as Thing 
1 and 2, attempt to 
bite Moore pre-kinder· 
gartener Colson Marth, 
who dressed as stinky 
cheese for Books Alive!, 
an annual occasion 
when many dress as 
storybook characters to 
encourage the love of 
reading. 

Starting in November, elementary students may choose 
between two entrees for their lunch. They also get to pick the 
sides! 

Beginning Monday, November 2, for example, students could 
choose between a burrito or a meatball sandwich. Food 
menus are always posted online at www.unionps.org under 
the Quick Links sectio . 

"I'm so nervous," Grove second grader Michael Whitfield confessed to 
teacher Cindy Gowin moments before their first-ever book publishing 
party began. But he quickly warmed up to Principal Kim Berns (right) 
as he read a book he had written about his dad. Students create their 
artwork and stories then share their work with visiting adults. "The 
Lucy Calkins writing program allows "inventive" spelling while getting 
students excited about writing real life stories," Gowin explained. "We 
have not yet covered any grammar or much punctuation." 

Talk about the school of fooEball! McAuliffe kindergarteners ]aMarque 
Berry (left) and Lama rea Leonard ellioy a game of table football in Kim 
]abe's class. Her students have different games and activities that teach 
them valuable social skills such as col'Jperation and teamwork. 
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Who says math 
has to be boring? 
Teacher and par
ents at Darnaby 
certainly don't 
as they turned 
their school into a 
math fair for third 
graders with games 
(rom Twister to 
golf. Volunteers 
punched paper tick
ets for students 
as they answered 
math problems at 
different stations. 
Parent volunteer 
Amal Mughir super· 
vises a math ]enga 
game enjoyed by 
Darby Puckett, left, 
and Boo Todd. 

L. T. Smart is a traveler! He has been visiting 
second grade ARC (Academic Resource 
Center) students' families since school began. 
Josh Fridrich (right) brings the backpack and 
L. T. to Mason Mecke. Josh and his family just 
finished a story about how their family reads. 
It is now Mason's family's turn. Each student 
will have a turn. The exercise teaches reading 
techniques, idea organization, and writing. 

Children's author 
Cynthia Liu tells 
Briarglen students 
good writers have 
strong imaginations. 
A former Union 
student, Liu also 
visited Jarman. 

She has written 
"Paris Pan Takes 
the Dare," "Great 
Call of China," and 
"Writing for Children 
and Teens: A Crash 
Course" (How to 
Write, Revise, and 
Publish a Kid's or 
Teen Book with 
Children's Book 
Publishers.) 

Tulsa Talons player Luke Phillips gives a pep 
talk to Jarman students ahead of their Jog
a-Than which was October 1·2. Phillips, a 
former student of Principal Patti Pitcock when 
they were both, at Darnaby, talked about the 
importance of doing their best. Many schools, 
including Darnaby and Peters, sponsor ]og-a
Thons for their PTA chapters. 

Three Piggy Opera Comes to Peters 

The big, bad wolf huffed and puffed but mostly sang for an all-school production of 
The Three Piggy Opera at Peters, as part of an introduction to opera. 

"Sixty five students from grades 1 - 5 participated in our production of The Three 
Piggy Opera," explained 

· music teacher Sharon Beam. 
"Rehearsals were held 
before school two times a 
week for six weeks. A 'one 
absence' rule was in place 

·showing the dedication of 
not only these students but 
their families who provided 
transportation." 

Beam said the performances 
highlighted the parts of an 
opera: an overture, recitative, 
solo, duet, trio, aria, finale 
and coda. Some music 
was a cappella and some 
accompanied by xylophones, 
hand bells or boom whackers. 
The wood block and cymbals 
provided sound effects for 
the Big Bad Wolf. 

What h":ppens three pigs - Thompson, fifth 
grade, S1dney Page, third grade, Lauren Alley, fifth grade, -come 
to Peters to face a big, bad wolf? They belt out in song for the 
"Three Piggy Opera, "an entertaining romp that combined 65 
Peters students (rom all grades. 


