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Union Students Win Awards from Football to Bell Ringing 

Union High School Principal Dave Stauffer officially accepts the Gold 
Ball - the winning trophy for the 2008 6A State Football Championship -
from members of the varsity football team, (l tor) Tyler ]ones, Brian De
Shane, and Tracy Moore_ The presentation was made a week after Union 
beat jenks 34-20 on December 5_ Union (13-1) captured its fourth state 
title in the past seven seasons and fifth overall, but it was the first title 
for coach Kirk Fridrich in his second season as the Redskins' head coach. 

The Union Varsity Porn Squad was named the state champions. The 
squad also placed second in Hip Hop_ Squad Captain Paige Giles said 
they put a lot of pressure on their team this year as they endeavored to 
defend their title, because half the squad is comprised of sophomores 
and freshmen. 
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Photo by Allie Nichols 

]acci Harris, President of the Broken Arrow Women's Auxiliary, pre
sented quarterback football coach josh Blankenship and senior football 
player Brian DeShane with a second place plaque for The Salvation 
Army's 2008 Red Kettle Drive. Along with a plaque, Blankenship was 
awarded a laptop that he says will be used as a players' computer. The 
football team also won the High School 8-Hour "Ring-a-Thon" competi
tion for their efforts to raise money for the community. 

Back to back to back again! The Varsity Cheerleaders were named Super 
Large Division National Champion for the third year in a row following 
competition in Dallas at the National Cheerleaders Association competi
tion December 28-29. About 150 teams from across the United States 
competed; the Varsity Cheerleaders placed fifth overall. The cheerlead
ers, pictured here in a pep rally at the High School, are coached by jaime 
Cooper and Shannon Clark. 
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Three-year-old Dimitri Garza shows off his 
muscles after working out during a unit on 
exercise at the Rosa Parks Early Childhood 
Center. Students discussed the importance of 
exercise and learned how to do jumping jacks, 
sit ups, run and even lift weights using dumb· 
bells they made from blocks. 

Three-Year-Old, 
Pre-kindergarten and 

Kindergarten Enrollment 

Pre-K & Kindergarten Enrollment Dates: 
March 31 - Clark/Briarglen 

April 1 - Boevers/Rosa Parks 
April 2 - Peters 

April 7 - Andersen 
April 8 - Moore 

April 9 -Jefferson 
April14- McAuliffe 

April 1 5 - Grove 
April 16 - Cedar Ridge 

April 21 - Darnaby 
April 22 -Jarman 

April 2 3 - Make-up Day 

Three-Year-Old Enrollment Dates: 
April28-30 

Enrollment Center, 8506 E. 61st St. 

For more information please call the En
rollment Center information line 357-
6215 or you may speak with an enroll
ment staff member by calling 357-6150 
or 357-6153. For your convenience, Pre-K 
enrollment packets will be available at 
each elementary site prior to your enroll
ment date. 

Around the World in 80 Minutes 
Jefferson Extended 
Day Program fifth 
graders Grace Beyl 
and Hennessy 
Chism graced the 
November cover of 
the Tulsa Kids mag
azine. 

They were chosen 
because of Union's 
participation in the 
Tulsa Global Alli
ance's Kids' World 
International Festi
val, explained Lorrie 
Field, EDP coordina
tor. 

pated in the 'Color 
Your World' the 
by decorating fi' 
giant-sized crayons 
that were displayed 
at Tulsa area busi
nesses before being 
brought back to the 
QuikTrip Center as 
part of the Festival 
displays," she said. 

"Our Jefferson Ex
tended Day Program 
students partici- Gracy Beyl and Hennessy Chism 

The Tulsa Kids cover 
story "Around the 
World in 80 Min
utes" described how 
students enjoyed a 
trip across the globe 
via a giant floor map 
that literally put the 
world at their feet 
during the festival. 

Union Teachers Receive National Board Certification 

Fourteen teachers received National 
Board Certification tbis year, maintain
ing Union's excellent reputation when it 
comes to outstanding teachers. 

Cedar Ridge third grade teacher Betsy 
Glad, who also has national certification, 
showcased both Union and Oklahoma 

Union Public Schools is introducing a 
new, free program for employees to help 
them quit tobacco, as part of the school 
district's wellness program. The state 
also has a helpline - 800-784-8669 
which is free to all Oklahomans. 

"We want to help our employees main
tain a healthier lifestyle," said Executive 
Director of Human Resources Cynthia 
Solomon. Studies show smokers who use 
a helpline are four times more likely to 
quirt than if they try to quit on their own. 

The Oklahoma helpline is open daily be
tween 7 a.m. and 11 p.m. Spanish-speak
ing people may call 800-793-1552, while 
deaf and hard of hearing may call 877-
777-6534. 

Other benefits may be available through 
your health insurance plan with the dis
trict. Call Human Resources for more in
formati0n at 918-357-6190. 

on local television when she cited recent 
reports that indicate Oklahoma is the 
eighth highest in the nation in number 
of nationally board certified teachers, 
and that the Tulsa area has the highest 
number of certified teachers in Oklah( 
rna. 

The Union teachers who received nation
al board certification this year include: 
linda Barton - Peters, Pre-Kindergarten; 
Paige Bergin - Jarman 5th Grade; Di
ana Bjornson - Intermediate High Eng
lish/Yearbook; Sue Byrd- Jefferson 5th 
Grade; Dena Chisholm - Rosa Parks 
4/Sth Looping; Timilyn Downey- 6th 
Grade Language Arts; Sharon Ellis - Jar
man 3rd Grade; Jan Green - 6th Grade 
Language Arts; Sonya Neece - Jarman 
3rd Grade; Aaron Parsons- Darnaby 5th 
Grade; Karen Pearman- Boevers Enrich
ment Specialist; Sheri Tallman - Jarman 
2nd Grade; Melissa Underwood - 8th 
Grade Science; and Tammy Ward - 7th 
Grade English 

On the Cover 
Union High School's Air Force junior Re· 
serVe Officer Training Corps (]ROTC) rep· 
resented all of Oklahoma when its 85 ca· 
dets appeared in the january 20, 2009, 
Presidential Inaugural Parade. One of their 
big thrills was the nationally televised mo· 
ment they marched past President Obama's 
viewing box. During a reception at the Na· 
tive American Museum of the Smithsonian 
Institute, they met state leaders and pose~ 
for a photo with Union · Superintendent Dr. 
Cathy Burden. Senior Master Sergeant (Ret.) 
Dan Snow and the students even visited with 
Oklahoma Governor Brad Henry. 
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e Matt Breitzke, hus
band of Peters third 

grade teacher Shelly Bre
itzke, auditioned on Ameri-

can Idol and was asked to go 
to the next round in Hollywood. 

High School environmental 
science teacher Dolores Smith 
received a $999 grant from the 
Oklahoma Department of Envi

; ronmental Quality for water test-
ing supplies, soil analysis equip

ment, tree measuring equipment, 
and resource identification guides. 

• Several Boevers' fifth grade 
students were featured as collec

tors in the video 101 Ranch: The Real 
Wild West for the Gilcrease Museum. The 
video serves as a resource for educators 
that highlights the museum's exhibit 
which features a collection of posters, 
costumes, and rare photographs show
casing life on the 101 Ranch. 

• Union senior Levi Giese was named 
the John Q. Hammons Holiday Hoopla 
Basketball Tournament's Most Valuable 
Player, and Giese helped cement the 
award thanks to a play on Saturday night 
that helped the Union boys win the tour
nament's title game. 

• Grove teacher Tiffany Bolding won a 
$4,522 grant from the Tulsa Community 
Foundation for her "Teach Me to Write 
Figuratively" program. 

• Senior Eathan Eakin was named Mr. 
Highstepper, a parody pageant and fund 
raiser for the Union Highsteppers. 

• Peters received a $1,000 grant from 
the Coldwater Creek Adopt-A-School Pro
gram, for a program to pay teachers for 
tutoring before and after school in math 
and reading programs. Coldwater Creek 
is also providing monthly volunteers 
to provide individualized assistance 
for teachers and students. The overall 
goal of this program is to give back to 
the communities, both financially and 
through employee volunteers. 

• Rosa Parks students participated in a 
J pecial after-school program where they 
learned about etiquette and good man
ners. The program culminated when the 
students put what they learned into prac
tice and ate at a local restaurant. 

e The Southeast Tulsa Rotary Club vis
ited Grove and other elementaries and 
distributed dictionaries to third grade 
students. 

e Jarman students collected gently-used 
blankets in January to share with those in 
need as part of Project Warmth. Several 
weeks earlier, Jefferson students had col
lected gloves, mittens, and hats for a sim
ilar project; other schools participated in 
related drives. The Cedar Ridge Student 
Council collected donations and pur
chased children's books for Saint Francis 
Children's Hospital. 

• Boevers spearheaded a special recy
cling drive to protect the environment, 
coll~cting used cell phones, ink cartridg
es, computers, and digital cameras. 

SAT /ACT Dates 

Eight-Night Class Prep Course 

March 2, 4, 9, 11, 23, 25, 30 & April1 
Cost is $7S.OO and payment 

is due by February 23. 

SAT Super Saturday 

February 28, 2009 
Cost is $30.00 and payment 

is due by February 20. 

ACT Super Saturday 

March 28, 2009 
Cost is $15.00 and payment 

is due by March 13. 

e 8th Grade advanced science students 
took 14 of the top 16 scores in the recent 
Tulsa Energy Essay Contest; this year's 
theme was "2020 - Our Energy Future." 
Alexander Holt won first place, but the 
top-10 winners scored cash prizes. Stu
dents included Susan McMurchy, Alex 
Holt, Garrett Hizer, Elrine Goosen, Mat
thew Baldwin, Jacob Ishee, Matthew Sil
vey, Kyle Kim, Claire Thompson, Chloe 
Cross, Lorrie Davis, Se Yeon Kim, and 
Stefan Kraycik. 

Family life 
Education Classes 

to be Offered 

Every parent faces challenges while rais
ing children. Working with local agen
cies, Union hopes to provide parents with 
some tools to aid them. 

A series of free Family Life Education 
classes - covering topics from parenting 
skills to referral services to challenges 
facing today's parents - is being offered 
through May to Union families. The 
classes are held in the media center at 
the 8th Grade Center, and are presented 
by CREOKS and Family and Children's 
Services. 

This opportunity is offered to parents 
at no charge. Reservations are required 
for each class. No child care will be pro
vided. All classes are subject to cancel
lation. 

For information on exact times and a 
complete list of classes, visit the Teach
ing and Learning section at the Union 
web site at www.unionps.org. 

Intermediate drama students pose a picture after performing "The Velveteen or "How 
Toys Become Real" for elementary students at the drama studio. For many of the young students, 
it was their first real play and they got a close seat, drama teacher Christine Jenkins said, but the 
play was also a chance for the older students to interact with a young audience, whose attention 
might not be as captive as a more mature (less distracted) audience. 
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Kern Morrow Recognized 
for Special Olympics Work 

ulsa Advocates for Rights of Citizens 
(TARC) has named High School Special 
Education Teacher Kern Morrow its 
Educator of the Year. "This is a really 
big honor and well deserved," said Su

perintendent Dr. 
Cathy Burden. 
"Kern's commit
ment to Special 
Olympics makes 
all of Union 
proud." 

According to 
Morrow, "Union's 

~~~ Special Olympics 
Kern Morrow program was the 

focus of my nomination. Union has con
tinued to generate a good deal of local 
interest as our administration and the 
Athletics Department continue to sup
port and promote our special athletes 
as well as all other Tulsa area special 
athletes in our hosting area of regional 
Special Olympic events." 

"I Care" Project 
Has Another 

Successful Year in 2008 

Not even the icy weather, which forced 
school to close three days, prevented 
Union volunteers from doling out gifts to 
hundreds of families this holiday season. 

"The project demonstrates how our stu
dents can help those in our community 
who are less fortunate," said "I Care" 
Project and Student Assistance Program 
coordinator Danny Williams. 

A cadre of volunteers and students in the 
Drug-Free Youth program, as well as the 
many people and businesses who donat
ed time and money made it all possible. 

"Employees of P.F. Chang's Restaurant 
donated $1,191. Last year they donated 
$750," Williams said. Earlier this year, 
Williams Companies donated $5,000 
to the cause. All together, Union raised 
$32,000, helped 751 families, and pur
chased gifts for 1,552 children. 

High School Students Give Back 
:iving back to the community 

das been a key goal for High 
School students and they are 
apparently achieving it. 

Students have collected dona
tions to various charities, writ
ten letters to soldiers overseas 
or visited other Union schools 1 ...,.1111 _•~o;·•J-.. 

and worked with young kids. 

During part of the first semes
ter, Academic Assistant Princi
pal Dr. Janet Dunlop said they 
wanted to focus on commu
nity service activities during 
Union Time, the home room. 

Terry Houck's students, 
dressed in Santa hats, went 
to the Rosa Parks Early Child-

Senior Zach Roth and three-year-old Luis Fernando Mora 
get acquainted after High School students visited the Early 
Childhood Center to play with the students and read story
books to them. 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is published bi
monthly with extra issues in October and january 
by Union Public Schools, 8506 E 6lst Street, Tulsa, 
OK 74133-1926. It is issued to patrons of the Union 
Public School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Bur
den, Superintendent, Editor·in-Chief; Gretchen Haas-
~~!hell, Executive Director, Managing Editor; Beverly 

fhummel, Page Editor; Michael Vore, Webmaster/ 
Writer/Photographer; janie Froman, Graphic De
signer and Andy Erwin, Video Production Manager. 
Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to The Communicator, 8506 E. 
61st Street, Tulsa, OK 74133-1926, or call 357-6015. 

hood Center and visited the three-year
aids, bringing story books to read to stu
dents. janet Purinton's class collected 
clothes for a homeless shelter, while Ste
ven Moran's class collected and donated 
mittens and hats to McAuliffe Elementa
ry School. Students in Tony Tempest's 
and jesi McGhee's class wrote letters to 
soldiers for their community service. 

Now, they are focusing on performing 
random acts of kindness. 

Principal Dave Stauffer poses with An
drew Roberson, who was recently honored 
by the Oklahoma Center for Community and 
justice (OCC]) for his first-place winning es
say at the high school level. Roberson's essay 
focused on unity and working together to cre
ate everyday miracles. Roberson - along with 
juniors Brittany Brown and Destiny Vinnett 
- have also been recognized for their par
ticipation in the Youth Ambassador Student 
Exchange Program. The students recently vis
ited Israel. His essay is at www.unionps.org. 

Hillary's 
Dream 

Helps Others 
Reach Theirs 

Sophomore Hillary Holt has a dream -
that any Union girl who wants to attend 
the spring formal and prom has the op
portunity to receive a gown. 

Hillary and her mother, jane Holt, start
ed collecting gowns to give away to stu
dents who want to attend a formal dance 
but do not have the money to spend on 
a gown, calling their venture Hillary's 
Dream which is affiliated with the nation
al organization Bekka's Closet. 

Hillary has plugged the project on local 
television and in area newspapers. "It 
doesn't cost anything to donate a gown 
that's been hanging in the closet," she 
says. "There are people who are in need 
here at Union. These are hard times." 

Students can fill out an application with 
their high school counselor for Hillary's 
Dream. Formal attire and accessories for 
women and men, including tuxedos and 
gowns that may need minor repairs, are 
accepted at any Union Public School site. 
Several gowns have been donated and lo
cal businesses have also chipped in, in
cluding the Stokeley Event Center, Bridal 
Classiques, Facchianos, and Life of the 
Party party planners. 
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Intermediate student 
Victoria Clark helps 
Rosa Parks fifth grader 
Bianca Pineda with a 
Spanish lesson during 
a trip by the Interme
diate Spanish Club to 
Rosa Parks. Club mem
bers worked as teach
ers during the trip, 
teaching elementary 
students Spanish us
ing creative techniques 
such as Simon Says and 
SMART Boards. The 
event was coordinated 
by Spanish teacher 
Creighton Hulse and 
community schools 
coordinator Leslie Of
ficer. 

Photo by Laura 
Reynolds, assistant 

principal's secretary 

Six members of the Radio Ciiy Rockettes taught sixth graders and staff 
how to "strut their stuff' during a lively visit sponsored by Radio Disney 
as a reward for their good behavior. The Rockettes worked with students 
and all performed a short routine. 

Air Force Band Works with Band Students 

In a major coup for Union, the nation
ally-renowned United States Air Force 
Band, Airmen of Note, worked with 
the Renegade Regiment Marching Band 
and choral singers in a teaching clinic 
and even performed a short concert. 

In town for another concert, the Air
men wanted to work with the students, 
said Matthew McCready, assistant di
rector of Fine Arts and director of the 
Renegade Regiment, saying they were 
more than happy to benefit from their 
expertise. 

a master class on specific instru
ments as well as vocals. 

Band members broke into small groups 
while members of the Airmen provided 

Members of the United States Air Force Band, Airmen of 
Note, show Union students techniques they use to improve 
their musicianship in a music clinic at the High School. 

The Airmen of Note is one of 
eight performing units of the 
United States Air Force Band in 
Washington, D. C., and is the pre
mier jazz ensemble of the United 
States Air Force. Originally cre
ated in 1950 to carry on the tra
dition of Glenn Miller's Army Air 
Corps dance band, the Airmen of 
Note is one of today's few tour
ing big bands, and has earned an 
international reputation as one 
of the finest and most versatile 
big bands of its kind in the world. 

Eighth Grade Science Club students recently brought in the New Year 
with a BANG! Plastic bottles filled with dry ice and water created loud 
and exciting explosions. The students experimented with different pro
portions of dry ice and water and varied the temperature of the water 
until they found just the right recipe for a loud BOOM! After each bottle 
burst with a loud POP, the students erupted with laughter. The 8th Grade 
Science Club is led by teacher Lisa Malone and assisted by Erin Wood, an 
intern from Northeastern State University. The Science Club meets most 
Tuesdays after school (rom 2:30 until 3:30 p.m. in Malone's classroom 
and is open to any interested students. 

The adjustment to our calendar for snow days makes 
our last day of school - May 29, 2009, as of February 9! 

Freshmen Patrick Dorman and Travis Bethel-Looney work on Greek hel
mets made of paper mache in their humanities class taught by Kim Un
ruh at the Union Alternative Middle School. 
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Photo by enrichment specialist Linda Snowbarger 

Andersen first grader Ryan Padgett holds up a picture and letter from 
President George Bush after his office responded to the first grade class's 
letters expressing their love of the country. Bush also sent stickers to 
share, cards, and information on Air Force One and his dog -Miss Beas· 
ley. In the letter, President Bush encouraged each student to study hard 
and help others in need. 

McAuliffe first grade teach
er Kim Dyer and her son, 
Lane, have published their 
first book together - Lane's 
Imagination. Lane is a stu
dent at McAuliffe. 

"It was inspired by my 10-
year-old son, Lane, who not 
only helped me write the 
story but also illustrated 
two of the pictures used in 
the book," Dyer said. "The 
story is about a little boy 
who never gets bored be
cause he uses his imagina
tion to draw adventures 
that seem to come to life. 
The story encourages chil
dren to use their imagina
tions and creativity." 

The book is available at Am
azon and local book stores. 

Jarman second grade ARC kids performed the comedy melodrama A 
Moo. It features a beautiful girl, a villain, a group of noisy cows, and 
a hero who saves the day. ARC enrichment teacher Jill Fitts said, "This 
play is requested every five years here at Jarman, and it is the third time 
that I have done it with a second grade group. I wait until the second 
graders go to sixth grade before I present it again." During the perfor
mance, students in the audience could be heard "mooing" or "a-booing" 
with the actors on the stage. It certainly was a hit. 

Briarglen enrichment specialist Lisa Kelly is surrounded by second grad
ers - Freedom Abernathy, Noah Shackelford, Jesse Cisneros, and Rafa
el Limon (left to right) - in deep concentration reading a book called, 
(ahem,) Snot Stew, featuring a cat named- you guessed it- Mewkiss! The 
book is by Chickasha author Bill Wallace. 

Photo by teacher Amber Tait 

jefferson students mill through this and that as they shop for toys, 
candy, and other cool items at the jefferson Trading Post in ]anua_ry. 
Students had to earn "trading stamps" to purchase items at the tradmg 
post which returns later this quarter. Counselor Bobbie Fields worked 
really hard to stock the trading post with items the kids will enjoy, and 
she visits each classroom on a regular basis to present lessons on each 
of the Character Counts pillars. 

Robert Catcher 
and his son, Ian, 
paint Ian's name 
during a fun 
family night for 
pre-kindergar· 
teners at Grove 
in which every
one focused on 
having fun with 
the alphabet. Ian 
is also the son 
of Grove fourth 
grade teacher 
Celesta Catcher. 
Each student left 
with a souvenir 
and a better un
derstanding of 
the alphabet. 

Photo submitted 
by Stacy Haynes. 
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Clark fourth grade teacher DeAnne Finley helps Felipe Miguel with an 
assignment. Finley, who was named her school's Teacher of the Year, 
said she wants her students to learn how to find answers rather than 
memorize simple facts and figures. "Students may not recall every fact 
and figure from fourth grade when they are in their 30s but they will 
know how to find the answer." 

Darnaby second graders Jason Baxcajay, Ethan Moore, Collin Elias 
and Connor Casey pose by a design they made out of "tangram" pieees 
during a class enrichment project. Enrichment specialist Dana Bundy -
Darnaby's Teacher of the Year - said the entire class had fun making 
designs, working as a unit to finish each of their projects. 

Boevers kinder
garten teacher 
Heather Feder
line and Kay
len Nelson "get 
down" during 
the school's 
second quarter 
Good Behavior 
Party. DJ Flavor 
Dave played 
fun dance party 
music while DJ 
G-Lo led stu
dents in favor
ite dances such 
as the Electric 
Slide, Cha-Cha 
Slide, anil the 
Hokey Pokey, 
just to name a 
few. 

Photo by Mary 
Lou Reynolds 

Cedar Ridge fifth 
grade teacher 
Sarah Worley- her 
school~ Teacher 
of the Year - uses 
a SMART Board 
for a "pop" quiz 
in which students 
touch a balloon 
to pop it on the 
screen to reveal 
the answer. The 
SMART Board is an 
interactive, elec
tronic whiteboard 
which can en
hance instruction 
and learning. The 
boards have prov
en to be extremely 
popular in Union 
for teachers and 
students because 
of the dynamic 
and easy way they 
can be used. 

Wearing Asian hats, Moore third graders perform on xylophones as oth
er. students in the background act out a scene from the musical, Tikki 
Tikki Tembo, directed by music teacher Betty Mitchell with assistance 
from teachers Rhonda Friday and Lori Randall. The tale is about a boy 
named Tikki tikki tembo-no sa rembo·chari bari ruchi-pip peri pembo 
who falls into a well. The supposed lesson is that one reason Chinese 
names are often short is because of the time it took for him to explain to 
people what happened to his brother. 
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from teachers Rhonda Friday and Lori Randall. The tale is about a boy 
named Tikki tikki tembo-no sa rembo·chari bari ruchi-pip peri pembo 
who falls into a well. The supposed lesson is that one reason Chinese 
names are often short is because of the time it took for him to explain to 
people what happened to his brother. 
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Kern Morrow Recognized 
for Special Olympics Work 

ulsa Advocates for Rights of Citizens 
(TARC) has named High School Special 
Education Teacher Kern Morrow its 
Educator of the Year. "This is a really 
big honor and well deserved," said Su

perintendent Dr. 
Cathy Burden. 
"Kern's commit
ment to Special 
Olympics makes 
all of Union 
proud." 

According to 
Morrow, "Union's 

~~~ Special Olympics 
Kern Morrow program was the 

focus of my nomination. Union has con
tinued to generate a good deal of local 
interest as our administration and the 
Athletics Department continue to sup
port and promote our special athletes 
as well as all other Tulsa area special 
athletes in our hosting area of regional 
Special Olympic events." 

"I Care" Project 
Has Another 

Successful Year in 2008 

Not even the icy weather, which forced 
school to close three days, prevented 
Union volunteers from doling out gifts to 
hundreds of families this holiday season. 

"The project demonstrates how our stu
dents can help those in our community 
who are less fortunate," said "I Care" 
Project and Student Assistance Program 
coordinator Danny Williams. 

A cadre of volunteers and students in the 
Drug-Free Youth program, as well as the 
many people and businesses who donat
ed time and money made it all possible. 

"Employees of P.F. Chang's Restaurant 
donated $1,191. Last year they donated 
$750," Williams said. Earlier this year, 
Williams Companies donated $5,000 
to the cause. All together, Union raised 
$32,000, helped 751 families, and pur
chased gifts for 1,552 children. 

High School Students Give Back 
:iving back to the community 

das been a key goal for High 
School students and they are 
apparently achieving it. 

Students have collected dona
tions to various charities, writ
ten letters to soldiers overseas 
or visited other Union schools 1 ...,.1111 _•~o;·•J-.. 

and worked with young kids. 

During part of the first semes
ter, Academic Assistant Princi
pal Dr. Janet Dunlop said they 
wanted to focus on commu
nity service activities during 
Union Time, the home room. 

Terry Houck's students, 
dressed in Santa hats, went 
to the Rosa Parks Early Child-

Senior Zach Roth and three-year-old Luis Fernando Mora 
get acquainted after High School students visited the Early 
Childhood Center to play with the students and read story
books to them. 
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hood Center and visited the three-year
aids, bringing story books to read to stu
dents. janet Purinton's class collected 
clothes for a homeless shelter, while Ste
ven Moran's class collected and donated 
mittens and hats to McAuliffe Elementa
ry School. Students in Tony Tempest's 
and jesi McGhee's class wrote letters to 
soldiers for their community service. 

Now, they are focusing on performing 
random acts of kindness. 

Principal Dave Stauffer poses with An
drew Roberson, who was recently honored 
by the Oklahoma Center for Community and 
justice (OCC]) for his first-place winning es
say at the high school level. Roberson's essay 
focused on unity and working together to cre
ate everyday miracles. Roberson - along with 
juniors Brittany Brown and Destiny Vinnett 
- have also been recognized for their par
ticipation in the Youth Ambassador Student 
Exchange Program. The students recently vis
ited Israel. His essay is at www.unionps.org. 

Hillary's 
Dream 

Helps Others 
Reach Theirs 

Sophomore Hillary Holt has a dream -
that any Union girl who wants to attend 
the spring formal and prom has the op
portunity to receive a gown. 

Hillary and her mother, jane Holt, start
ed collecting gowns to give away to stu
dents who want to attend a formal dance 
but do not have the money to spend on 
a gown, calling their venture Hillary's 
Dream which is affiliated with the nation
al organization Bekka's Closet. 

Hillary has plugged the project on local 
television and in area newspapers. "It 
doesn't cost anything to donate a gown 
that's been hanging in the closet," she 
says. "There are people who are in need 
here at Union. These are hard times." 

Students can fill out an application with 
their high school counselor for Hillary's 
Dream. Formal attire and accessories for 
women and men, including tuxedos and 
gowns that may need minor repairs, are 
accepted at any Union Public School site. 
Several gowns have been donated and lo
cal businesses have also chipped in, in
cluding the Stokeley Event Center, Bridal 
Classiques, Facchianos, and Life of the 
Party party planners. 
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Intermediate student 
Victoria Clark helps 
Rosa Parks fifth grader 
Bianca Pineda with a 
Spanish lesson during 
a trip by the Interme
diate Spanish Club to 
Rosa Parks. Club mem
bers worked as teach
ers during the trip, 
teaching elementary 
students Spanish us
ing creative techniques 
such as Simon Says and 
SMART Boards. The 
event was coordinated 
by Spanish teacher 
Creighton Hulse and 
community schools 
coordinator Leslie Of
ficer. 

Photo by Laura 
Reynolds, assistant 

principal's secretary 

Six members of the Radio Ciiy Rockettes taught sixth graders and staff 
how to "strut their stuff' during a lively visit sponsored by Radio Disney 
as a reward for their good behavior. The Rockettes worked with students 
and all performed a short routine. 

Air Force Band Works with Band Students 

In a major coup for Union, the nation
ally-renowned United States Air Force 
Band, Airmen of Note, worked with 
the Renegade Regiment Marching Band 
and choral singers in a teaching clinic 
and even performed a short concert. 

In town for another concert, the Air
men wanted to work with the students, 
said Matthew McCready, assistant di
rector of Fine Arts and director of the 
Renegade Regiment, saying they were 
more than happy to benefit from their 
expertise. 

a master class on specific instru
ments as well as vocals. 

Band members broke into small groups 
while members of the Airmen provided 

Members of the United States Air Force Band, Airmen of 
Note, show Union students techniques they use to improve 
their musicianship in a music clinic at the High School. 

The Airmen of Note is one of 
eight performing units of the 
United States Air Force Band in 
Washington, D. C., and is the pre
mier jazz ensemble of the United 
States Air Force. Originally cre
ated in 1950 to carry on the tra
dition of Glenn Miller's Army Air 
Corps dance band, the Airmen of 
Note is one of today's few tour
ing big bands, and has earned an 
international reputation as one 
of the finest and most versatile 
big bands of its kind in the world. 

Eighth Grade Science Club students recently brought in the New Year 
with a BANG! Plastic bottles filled with dry ice and water created loud 
and exciting explosions. The students experimented with different pro
portions of dry ice and water and varied the temperature of the water 
until they found just the right recipe for a loud BOOM! After each bottle 
burst with a loud POP, the students erupted with laughter. The 8th Grade 
Science Club is led by teacher Lisa Malone and assisted by Erin Wood, an 
intern from Northeastern State University. The Science Club meets most 
Tuesdays after school (rom 2:30 until 3:30 p.m. in Malone's classroom 
and is open to any interested students. 

The adjustment to our calendar for snow days makes 
our last day of school - May 29, 2009, as of February 9! 

Freshmen Patrick Dorman and Travis Bethel-Looney work on Greek hel
mets made of paper mache in their humanities class taught by Kim Un
ruh at the Union Alternative Middle School. 



Page 2 _____________ __:.. __________________ january-February, 2009 

Photo by teacher Megan Lessley 

Three-year-old Dimitri Garza shows off his 
muscles after working out during a unit on 
exercise at the Rosa Parks Early Childhood 
Center. Students discussed the importance of 
exercise and learned how to do jumping jacks, 
sit ups, run and even lift weights using dumb· 
bells they made from blocks. 

Three-Year-Old, 
Pre-kindergarten and 

Kindergarten Enrollment 

Pre-K & Kindergarten Enrollment Dates: 
March 31 - Clark/Briarglen 

April 1 - Boevers/Rosa Parks 
April 2 - Peters 

April 7 - Andersen 
April 8 - Moore 

April 9 -Jefferson 
April14- McAuliffe 

April 1 5 - Grove 
April 16 - Cedar Ridge 

April 21 - Darnaby 
April 22 -Jarman 

April 2 3 - Make-up Day 

Three-Year-Old Enrollment Dates: 
April28-30 

Enrollment Center, 8506 E. 61st St. 

For more information please call the En
rollment Center information line 357-
6215 or you may speak with an enroll
ment staff member by calling 357-6150 
or 357-6153. For your convenience, Pre-K 
enrollment packets will be available at 
each elementary site prior to your enroll
ment date. 

Around the World in 80 Minutes 
Jefferson Extended 
Day Program fifth 
graders Grace Beyl 
and Hennessy 
Chism graced the 
November cover of 
the Tulsa Kids mag
azine. 

They were chosen 
because of Union's 
participation in the 
Tulsa Global Alli
ance's Kids' World 
International Festi
val, explained Lorrie 
Field, EDP coordina
tor. 

pated in the 'Color 
Your World' the 
by decorating fi' 
giant-sized crayons 
that were displayed 
at Tulsa area busi
nesses before being 
brought back to the 
QuikTrip Center as 
part of the Festival 
displays," she said. 

"Our Jefferson Ex
tended Day Program 
students partici- Gracy Beyl and Hennessy Chism 

The Tulsa Kids cover 
story "Around the 
World in 80 Min
utes" described how 
students enjoyed a 
trip across the globe 
via a giant floor map 
that literally put the 
world at their feet 
during the festival. 

Union Teachers Receive National Board Certification 

Fourteen teachers received National 
Board Certification tbis year, maintain
ing Union's excellent reputation when it 
comes to outstanding teachers. 

Cedar Ridge third grade teacher Betsy 
Glad, who also has national certification, 
showcased both Union and Oklahoma 

Union Public Schools is introducing a 
new, free program for employees to help 
them quit tobacco, as part of the school 
district's wellness program. The state 
also has a helpline - 800-784-8669 
which is free to all Oklahomans. 

"We want to help our employees main
tain a healthier lifestyle," said Executive 
Director of Human Resources Cynthia 
Solomon. Studies show smokers who use 
a helpline are four times more likely to 
quirt than if they try to quit on their own. 

The Oklahoma helpline is open daily be
tween 7 a.m. and 11 p.m. Spanish-speak
ing people may call 800-793-1552, while 
deaf and hard of hearing may call 877-
777-6534. 

Other benefits may be available through 
your health insurance plan with the dis
trict. Call Human Resources for more in
formati0n at 918-357-6190. 

on local television when she cited recent 
reports that indicate Oklahoma is the 
eighth highest in the nation in number 
of nationally board certified teachers, 
and that the Tulsa area has the highest 
number of certified teachers in Oklah( 
rna. 

The Union teachers who received nation
al board certification this year include: 
linda Barton - Peters, Pre-Kindergarten; 
Paige Bergin - Jarman 5th Grade; Di
ana Bjornson - Intermediate High Eng
lish/Yearbook; Sue Byrd- Jefferson 5th 
Grade; Dena Chisholm - Rosa Parks 
4/Sth Looping; Timilyn Downey- 6th 
Grade Language Arts; Sharon Ellis - Jar
man 3rd Grade; Jan Green - 6th Grade 
Language Arts; Sonya Neece - Jarman 
3rd Grade; Aaron Parsons- Darnaby 5th 
Grade; Karen Pearman- Boevers Enrich
ment Specialist; Sheri Tallman - Jarman 
2nd Grade; Melissa Underwood - 8th 
Grade Science; and Tammy Ward - 7th 
Grade English 

On the Cover 
Union High School's Air Force junior Re· 
serVe Officer Training Corps (]ROTC) rep· 
resented all of Oklahoma when its 85 ca· 
dets appeared in the january 20, 2009, 
Presidential Inaugural Parade. One of their 
big thrills was the nationally televised mo· 
ment they marched past President Obama's 
viewing box. During a reception at the Na· 
tive American Museum of the Smithsonian 
Institute, they met state leaders and pose~ 
for a photo with Union · Superintendent Dr. 
Cathy Burden. Senior Master Sergeant (Ret.) 
Dan Snow and the students even visited with 
Oklahoma Governor Brad Henry. 
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e Matt Breitzke, hus
band of Peters third 

grade teacher Shelly Bre
itzke, auditioned on Ameri-

can Idol and was asked to go 
to the next round in Hollywood. 

High School environmental 
science teacher Dolores Smith 
received a $999 grant from the 
Oklahoma Department of Envi

; ronmental Quality for water test-
ing supplies, soil analysis equip

ment, tree measuring equipment, 
and resource identification guides. 

• Several Boevers' fifth grade 
students were featured as collec

tors in the video 101 Ranch: The Real 
Wild West for the Gilcrease Museum. The 
video serves as a resource for educators 
that highlights the museum's exhibit 
which features a collection of posters, 
costumes, and rare photographs show
casing life on the 101 Ranch. 

• Union senior Levi Giese was named 
the John Q. Hammons Holiday Hoopla 
Basketball Tournament's Most Valuable 
Player, and Giese helped cement the 
award thanks to a play on Saturday night 
that helped the Union boys win the tour
nament's title game. 

• Grove teacher Tiffany Bolding won a 
$4,522 grant from the Tulsa Community 
Foundation for her "Teach Me to Write 
Figuratively" program. 

• Senior Eathan Eakin was named Mr. 
Highstepper, a parody pageant and fund 
raiser for the Union Highsteppers. 

• Peters received a $1,000 grant from 
the Coldwater Creek Adopt-A-School Pro
gram, for a program to pay teachers for 
tutoring before and after school in math 
and reading programs. Coldwater Creek 
is also providing monthly volunteers 
to provide individualized assistance 
for teachers and students. The overall 
goal of this program is to give back to 
the communities, both financially and 
through employee volunteers. 

• Rosa Parks students participated in a 
J pecial after-school program where they 
learned about etiquette and good man
ners. The program culminated when the 
students put what they learned into prac
tice and ate at a local restaurant. 

e The Southeast Tulsa Rotary Club vis
ited Grove and other elementaries and 
distributed dictionaries to third grade 
students. 

e Jarman students collected gently-used 
blankets in January to share with those in 
need as part of Project Warmth. Several 
weeks earlier, Jefferson students had col
lected gloves, mittens, and hats for a sim
ilar project; other schools participated in 
related drives. The Cedar Ridge Student 
Council collected donations and pur
chased children's books for Saint Francis 
Children's Hospital. 

• Boevers spearheaded a special recy
cling drive to protect the environment, 
coll~cting used cell phones, ink cartridg
es, computers, and digital cameras. 

SAT /ACT Dates 

Eight-Night Class Prep Course 

March 2, 4, 9, 11, 23, 25, 30 & April1 
Cost is $7S.OO and payment 

is due by February 23. 

SAT Super Saturday 

February 28, 2009 
Cost is $30.00 and payment 

is due by February 20. 

ACT Super Saturday 

March 28, 2009 
Cost is $15.00 and payment 

is due by March 13. 

e 8th Grade advanced science students 
took 14 of the top 16 scores in the recent 
Tulsa Energy Essay Contest; this year's 
theme was "2020 - Our Energy Future." 
Alexander Holt won first place, but the 
top-10 winners scored cash prizes. Stu
dents included Susan McMurchy, Alex 
Holt, Garrett Hizer, Elrine Goosen, Mat
thew Baldwin, Jacob Ishee, Matthew Sil
vey, Kyle Kim, Claire Thompson, Chloe 
Cross, Lorrie Davis, Se Yeon Kim, and 
Stefan Kraycik. 

Family life 
Education Classes 

to be Offered 

Every parent faces challenges while rais
ing children. Working with local agen
cies, Union hopes to provide parents with 
some tools to aid them. 

A series of free Family Life Education 
classes - covering topics from parenting 
skills to referral services to challenges 
facing today's parents - is being offered 
through May to Union families. The 
classes are held in the media center at 
the 8th Grade Center, and are presented 
by CREOKS and Family and Children's 
Services. 

This opportunity is offered to parents 
at no charge. Reservations are required 
for each class. No child care will be pro
vided. All classes are subject to cancel
lation. 

For information on exact times and a 
complete list of classes, visit the Teach
ing and Learning section at the Union 
web site at www.unionps.org. 

Intermediate drama students pose a picture after performing "The Velveteen or "How 
Toys Become Real" for elementary students at the drama studio. For many of the young students, 
it was their first real play and they got a close seat, drama teacher Christine Jenkins said, but the 
play was also a chance for the older students to interact with a young audience, whose attention 
might not be as captive as a more mature (less distracted) audience. 
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Union Students Win Awards from Football to Bell Ringing 

Union High School Principal Dave Stauffer officially accepts the Gold 
Ball - the winning trophy for the 2008 6A State Football Championship -
from members of the varsity football team, (l tor) Tyler ]ones, Brian De
Shane, and Tracy Moore_ The presentation was made a week after Union 
beat jenks 34-20 on December 5_ Union (13-1) captured its fourth state 
title in the past seven seasons and fifth overall, but it was the first title 
for coach Kirk Fridrich in his second season as the Redskins' head coach. 

The Union Varsity Porn Squad was named the state champions. The 
squad also placed second in Hip Hop_ Squad Captain Paige Giles said 
they put a lot of pressure on their team this year as they endeavored to 
defend their title, because half the squad is comprised of sophomores 
and freshmen. 

Union Public Schools 
8506 E. 61st Street Tulsa, OK 

74133-1926 
www_unionps-org 

Photo by Allie Nichols 

]acci Harris, President of the Broken Arrow Women's Auxiliary, pre
sented quarterback football coach josh Blankenship and senior football 
player Brian DeShane with a second place plaque for The Salvation 
Army's 2008 Red Kettle Drive. Along with a plaque, Blankenship was 
awarded a laptop that he says will be used as a players' computer. The 
football team also won the High School 8-Hour "Ring-a-Thon" competi
tion for their efforts to raise money for the community. 

Back to back to back again! The Varsity Cheerleaders were named Super 
Large Division National Champion for the third year in a row following 
competition in Dallas at the National Cheerleaders Association competi
tion December 28-29. About 150 teams from across the United States 
competed; the Varsity Cheerleaders placed fifth overall. The cheerlead
ers, pictured here in a pep rally at the High School, are coached by jaime 
Cooper and Shannon Clark. 


