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Boys' Cross Country and Girls' Volleyball 
Earn State Honors 

The boys' cross country team, under 
coach Mike Stanton, won the state 
championship for the second year in a 
row, and Steven Baker repeated with 
the individual championship. Taylor 
Monaghan was a close second. 

Both earned All-State honors. Alex 
Baker, placed 15'h and was an honorable 
mention All-Stater. Erik Alnes and Alex 
Webb ran extremely well and rounded 
out the scoring for the state champions. 

The Union girls' cross country team 
finished in 6th place, with Jacqueline 
Alnes placing 20th. 

The boys won the East Regional, and 
Baker, Monaghan and Baker were in the 
top 10 and made the All-Regional Team, 
while the girls placed second behind 
Sarah Daggett's first-place finish. 
Daggett, Jacqueline Alnes and Kendall 
Godfrey all finished in the top 10 and 
made the All-Regional Team. 

The girls volleyball team made it to state 
semifinals, defeating Jenks, 29-27, 25-15 
and 25-11 in Friday's first round, before 
they were eliminated by Edmond Santa 

Fe Saturday in the semifinals 25-18, 26-
24, 25-19. 

"The volleyball team deserves congrat
ulations for a great season and for 
making it to the semifinals," Assistant 
Athletics Director Emily Stone said. 

Union's Steven Baker leads the field at the two
mile mark on his way to winning the 6A state 
cross country championships at Mitch Park in 
Edmond - for the second year in a row. Brett 
Deering/ Courtesy of the Tulsa World 

Promoting "First Downs for Downs" are: #66 Brian Mathis holding Lucy Kennon, Trainer Brett Boland, 
#94 T J Martin holding Darnaby student Grail Inclan, trainer Charlie Fletcher, # 71 Brian DeShane 
holding Darnaby student Sarita Torres, and in front, Darnaby student Sarah Parrack. 

Union Public Schools 
8506 E. 61st Street Tulsa, OK 

74133-1926 
www.unionps.org 

--

Spirit Teams 
Collect 

Honors, Awards 

Union spirit teams have collected a lot of -
accolades since school began this year. 

Varsity Cheer won second in the state 
and first place at regionals, while the 
Highsteppers and Varsity Porn won first 
place honors at the Tulsa State Fair 
competition. The Highsteppers and Porn 
face state competition in December and 
go to nationals next year, while Varsity 
Cheer faces national competition over 
the winter break. 

At the junior varsity level, the cheer 
team placed first at regionals, while the 
porn and dance squads placed second. 
Spirit members in 9'h and 8'h grade also 
received a number of honors and awards. 
A complete list of awards has been posted 
on the Activities section of the Union web 
site at www.unionps.org. 

Union Football 
"Teams Up" with 
Down Syndrome 

Association 

Union Football is working with the Dowi. 
Syndrome Association of Tulsa to raise 
money for Downs Research in an effort 
everyone is calling"FirstDownsfor Downs!" 

Union Football Booster Club president 
Stan Martin said, "We are collecting 
donations through our web site, 
unionredskinsfootball.com. On our web 
site, you will see the First Downs for 
Downs link which will take you to a web 
site that will accept your credit card 
donation. Union Football has always been 
about much more than championship 
football. Let's take it a step further and 
use our loyal following to benefit this 
great cause." 

All money collected will be donated to 
the Down Syndrome Association of Tulsa 
and used to provide disability awareness 
materials for Union Schools. 
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Foundation Dinner & Auction is Another Fun-Filled Success 
Volunteers, donors and patrons helped 
to raise more than $65,000 during the 
Union Schools Education Foundation's 
evening of U-topia November 1 at the 
Tulsa Radisson Hotel. The proceeds 
from the annual dinner and auction were 
sent to the bank, soon to be turned into 
teacher grants for innovative classroom 
projects. 

According to Foundation President 
Patrick Coyle, the Union community 
continued to show its spirit and 
generosity in spite of a sluggish economy. 
"This was less than our all time high of 
just over $100,000 last year. But, with 
the economy, it was still a great auction," 
he said. Support of the Foundation 
is an investment in the future of our 
children and will help ensure continued 
advancement of Union's superb 
curriculum. 

Assurance; Rosenstein, Fist, Ringold; 
KSQ Architects; Bronze - Arvest Bank, 
Curtis Restaurant Supply; Crafton, Tull, 
Sparks; Celebrity Attractions; Harris, 
McMahan, Peters, Thompson & Stall; St. 
John Medical Center, Tiger Natural Gas; 

McDaniel, Hixson, Longwell & Accord 
PLLC; PSA Dewberry; Patron - Brown 
Kinion & Company; Bob and Debbi1 
Lee (Eliott Roofing), Dennis and Georgia 
Steele, Dave and Kim Nichols, Brian and 
Gina Ketchum. 

Union freshman 
]. C. Hartzler 
(left), and broth
er senior Austin 
Hartzler (right), 
hosted Israeli 
student Avidan 
Shalev during 
his seven-day 
stay in Thlsa as 
partofthe Youth 
Ambassador Stu
dent Exchange 
program. Union 
juniors Brittney 
Brown, Andrew 
Roberson and 
Destiny Vinnett 
visited Israel. 

We appreciate the outstanding work of 
the auction committee: Patrick Coyle, 
Georgia Steele, Sarah McBryde, Kim 
Nichols, DeAnn Magness, Brent Carroll, 
Laura Bell, Lorri Krisman, Marsha 
Mathis, judi Meier, Beverly Laubach, 
Teri Stall, Debbie Lee, Donna Wooten, 
Sharon Forbes and Linda Van Arkel
Greubel. 

Looking for a Few Good Partners 

Special thanks to our generous sponsors: 
Platinum- The Williams Companies, Inc.; 
Gold- PSO, Saint Francis Hospital South, 
TTCU, QuikTrip, Bank Of Oklahoma, 
Brent Wolf, Flintco; Silver - Arkansas 
Valley Bank, RCBBank,AmericanFidelity 

Union schools are always looking for 
opportunities to involve area volunteers 
and businesses in activities of mutual 
benefit to students and the community. 

Rather than having an administrator 
who oversees a partnership program 
for the entire district as some districts 
have, each Union site maintains its own 
volunteers and business partnerships. 

Our Community Schools have the tradi
tional partnerships but they also partner 

These McAuliffe pre-kindergarteners - Cody Maguire, Autumn jordan, Eva Gonzalez and Chayton 
Guess - in Nancy Laughrey's class show off items purchased using grant funds awarded by the Union 
Schools Education Foundation for a unit called The Wonder of Science. The Foundation raised more 
than $65,000 for innovative classroom projects during its annual dinner and auction November 1. 

with the University of Oklahoma Bedlam 
Clinics to provide services. They team 
up with a number of community service 
agencies and non-profit organizations to 
provide counseling, clothing and othe 
social assistance to children and thei 
families. Their partnerships also provide 
after-school and summer academic and 
enrichment opportunities for students. 

All of our elementary (Pre-K-5) and sec
ondary schools (6-12) always need men
tors, speakers and groups willing to work 
on projects and Be There for students. 
Volunteers and businesses interested in 
partnering with a Union school may con
tact that particular school's principal di
rectly. See listings at www.unionps.org. 

If your group or business has a desire to 
partner, volunteer or in some other way, 
contribute but you do not have a par
ticular school in mind, we encourage you 
to contact Union's Executive Director of 
Communications Gretchen Haas-Bethell 
(918) 357-6015. 

On the Cover 

Student Council president Bishop 
Dewberry presented jefferson 
Elementary principal Kim Whiteley 
with a clock to commemorate 
the opening of Union's newest 
elementary school named after our 
third president, Thomas jefferson. 
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• Subway spokesman 
jared Fogle, aka The Subway 

Guy, visited sixth graders and 
encouraged them to develop 
healthy habits - eating right 
and exercising - and avoid 
bad ones - eating junk food 
and playing too many video 
games. Known for losing 240 
pounds while eating a diet that 
relied on Subway sandwiches, 
Fogle showed students his old 
jeans when he weighed 425 
pounds. 

• Union alum John Moreland & 
his Black Gold Band (]MBG), a local Green 
Country rock band, had their song Endless 
Oklahoma Sky chosen by the Official 
Rock Song Advisory Panel, appointed by 
Governor Henry, as one of 10 finalists out 
of 458 entries for the State Rock Song. 

• About 150 High School students and 
40 adults attended a leadership retreat 
at Dry Gulch. Over the two-day retreat, 
he students participated in icebreakers, 

5ames, one-on-one conversations and 
group discussions. Topics like courage, 
trust, determination and being leaders 
were addressed. 

• Sophomore Carl Sullivan was featured 
in the Tulsa World for his Eagle Scout 
project which focuses on emergency 
preparedness for pet owners. He 
volunteers his time at the Tulsa Animal 
Shelter. Sullivan recently put together 
brochures and sample emergency kits for 
pet owners. 

Free Flu Shots 
and 

Screenings _,-

Union's Employee Clinic j ovided !J:l 
flu shots and no-cost wey,xess scree~ngs 
for qualified employe;:y at a nu .. er of 
Union sites in Novem er. 

Executive Direc_t~of H~ Resources 
Cynthia Solo~on sai<!:,tlie . health of 
Uniy~emDlq.~~)'l]fatters ~ they 
Yja . ed 0 screen for things sueli a ' blood 
l?r ,sy e and cholesterol. :!} 

Jnion continues to mak~. ',a · ~rted 
effort to provide heal~cafeu' ortunities 
to its,.;;mploy@(}S-to~Jm '. -. their health 
but cli'?crn · . d keep highly 
qualified employees working for Union. 

• Fifth grade science students paired 
with kindergartners at Jarman to help 
them create a science notebook from 
"earthy gatherings" they could find on 
the ground at Jarman. The kindergarten 
students then wrote about what they had 
gathered. 

• Peters hosted two family reading 
nights in an effort to encourage the love 
of reading. Other schools throughout 
Union hosted similar events. 

• Union Intermediate teacher Leland 
Newton was selected as one of 18 5 science 
teachers from around the nation to take 
part as Fellows in the 2008 New Science 
Teacher Academy. The Fellows will 
participate in a year-long professional 
development program established to 
help reduce the high attrition rate among 
science teachers new to the teaching 
profession. 

• Seniors Andrea Bedingfield and Krista 
Anderson were selected for the Oklahoma 
All-State cheerleaders team. The girls 
made the East All-State team, selected 
from about 70 All-Region team members. 
Senior Mercedes Owens also scored in 
the top 16; however, each school is only 
allowed to have two All-State members 
per school so she is the first alternate if 
one of the others is unable to attend the 
All-State game in late July. 

Photo submitted by teacher Melissa Wyatt 

Alternative Middle School students Zac Queen, 
Layne Haddox and Nathan Mukes make a 
salt-dough relief map in Natalie Hutto's class 
after reading the book, The Cay, about a boy 
living on an island during World War II. 

Communications 
Representatives 

2008-2009 

Communication representatives are 
available to help you publicize your 
important and/or interesting news. At 
least one representative has been se
lected for each school or department 
to help coordinate news information 
services in the distri<;:t. This year's 
communications representatives are: 

Andersen: Linda Snowbarger 
Boevers: Karen Pearman 
Briarglen: Carrie Soward 

Cedar Ridge: Cherry Redus 
Clark: Kristie Blakley 

Darnaby: Kristi Ruskjer 
& Aaron Parsons 

Grove: Julie Rivera & Amanda Kennedy 
Jarman: Renee Williams & Patti Pitcock 
Photographers - Jill Fitts & Julie Wilcox 

Jefferson: Amber Tait 
McAuliffe: Kim Jobe & Belynnda Mills 

Moore: LeeAnna Weaver 
Rosa Parks: Gina Ward 

Rosa Parks Early Childhood Center: 
Megan Lessley & Heide Donalson 

Peters: Leigh Ann Keller & Kay Leslie 
Sixth/Seventh Grade: Margaret Lewis 

and Dr. Pam Bradley 
Eighth Grade: Laura Reynolds 

Intermediate: Cindy Brown 
Alternative: Melissa Wyatt 

&Kim Unruh 
High School: Barb Swinburne, 
Amy Riker & Dr. Janet Dunlop 
Evening/Summer Adacerny: 

Chuck Hanna 
Teaching & Learning: Dr. Kirt Hartzler 

& JoAnn Bodenstab 
Finance: Melva Curtis 

Technology: Lee Snodgrass 
Human Resources: Andra Holcomb 
Community Education: Pam McLeod 

Support Services: jan Shanahan 
& Betty Dean 

Child Nutrition: Vivian Brown 
Transportation: Gary Greenhill 

& Justin Porter 
Fine Arts: Phyllis Whisman 

Athletics: Emily Stone & Rhonda Duke 
Spirit: Amy McCready & Sandie Hoyt 

Varsity Cheer: Kim Minihan 
JV Cheer: Chris Chenoweth 

9th Grade Cheer: Micki Hess-Curtis 
8th Grade Cheer: Bart Trentham 

Highsteppers: Pam Neeley 
JV Highsteppers: Lisa Welch 
Varsity Porn: Jamie Asbury 

JV Porn: Kristie Stretch 
9th Grade Porn: Amy Schwier 
8th Grade Porn: Deni Stuart 

High School Band: Jeff Davis 
Graduation Celebration: 

Donna Wooten 
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February 10, 2009, Ballot to Decide Bond Issue ... 
... Two Board Seats Already Determined 

MarkyourcalendarsforTuesday,February 
10, an important election day for every 
student at Union Public Schools. That is 
when you have a chance to vote on $20 
million in projects needed throughout 
the district. This list is a preview of the 
items that cannot be completed without 
your help: 

e Remodeling at Grove Elementary, 

• Construction and equipping of 
Phase II additions and improve
ments to the Softball/ Baseball 
Complex, 

• Remodel of the Performing Arts 
Center and theatre areas, 

e Renovation of the 8th Grade Center 
gym, 

• Replacement of classroom 
carpeting at the Intermediate High, 

e Roof replacements, 

• Chiller replacements, 

• Upgrade of T-8 lighting and 
computer lab upgrades at various 
sites. 

Be watching for a special issue of the 
Communicator and log on to www. 
unionps.org in January for more details. 

If you live in the Union District and are 
not registered to vote, the registration 
deadline in time for the February 
10 election is Friday, January 16. 
Applications are available at any tag 
agency, any Union school, most libraries, 
and the Tulsa County Election Board. 
If you have questions, call the Election 
Board at 596-5780. 

McAdams and McDaniel 
Retain Board Spots 

Usually there is a Board of Education race 
on the February ballot. This year Union 
could have had two seats in contention, 
but because the incumbents did not draw 
opponents, both are automatically seated 
again. 

Heather McAdams, who was appointed 
in April following the resignation of long
time member Jim Williams, will continue 
as the District #3 Board of Education 

Program Puts the FOCUS on Academics 
Union is concentrating on how best 
to help certain students learn via the 
FOCUS program. FOCUS serves students 
in 7th, 8th and 9th grade utilizing a 
modified four-class block schedule. 

Students receive 55 percent more 
instructional time in math and English 
with an emphasis on literacy in all 
classes. Class sizes average 20 students 
per teacher and each FOCUS group is 
assigned a counselor. Beginning in 2008-
2009, a FOCUS program was established 
serving 1Oth graders using a traditional 
schedule. 

of the school. The skills class focuses 
on important practical tasks such 
as tips for note-taking, test-taking, 
study habits, decision-making, etc. 

The primary objective of the FOCUS 
program is to create an environment 
where students are provided with the 
necessary support so they can experience 
academic success and have the necessary 
skills to proceed academically. Students 
are identified based on their grades and 
test scores in math and reading, and their 
overall attendance records. 

The day's four-class 
schedule includes 
an 85-minute block 
for English, 85 
minutes for math, 85 
minutes for science/ 
social studies (social 
science one semester 
and lab science the 
next) and the fourth 
1lock split between 
. .n advisory study 
skills class and an 
elective (fine arts, 
computer class, 
etc.) with the rest 

8th Grade Principal Marla Robinson poses with Pam Lurvey, ass~stant 
branch manager (or Citizen's Security Bank, as she a_wards ~door_ pnze · a 
$25 woodland Hills gift card· to Cesar Samano dunng an mcennve party 
for FOCUS students. More than 60 FOCUS students were rewarded for 
good grades and attendance with a pizza party sponsored by the bank. 

member. Board President Scott McDaniel, 
who has served on the Board for the past 
10 years, will serve another five-year term 
for District #4. 

Zone #3 includes all of the Briarglen and 
Clark attendance areas and portions 
of Boevers, McAuliffe and Rosa Parks. 
Zone #4 includes portions of the Jarman, 
Jefferson and Grove attendance areas. 

More details will be coming in the 
january-February 2009 issue of the 
Communicator. 

Area United Way 
Cites Union. for 

Extraordinary Giving 

We've known it all along, but it's nice 
to know others recognize the extraordi
nary giving spirit of Union employees! 
The district has been nominated for the 
prestigious Sun Award, to be given by 
the Tulsa Area United Way this February 
to an organization with the overall best 
campaign, participation and volunteers. 

This fall Union employees donated 
$167,366 which exceeded its goal and 
represented an 8-percent increase over 
last year's total amount. The number of 
Key Club Donors ($500 or more) was 89. 

According to Sandra Thornton of the 
United Way's Campaign Division, "It 
is amazing that Union continues to 
increase its contributions by so much 
each year. The leadership and employee 
commitment to the community is 
exemplary!" 

Union has some impressive competition 
for the award. Other nominees include the 
Bank of Oklahoma, Samson Investments, 
and Jim Norton Toyota. 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is published bi· 
monthly with exira issues in October and january 
by Union Public Schools, 8506 E. 61sl Street, Tul~a, 
OK 74133·1926. It is issued to patrons of the Umon 
Public School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Bur· 
den Superintendent, Editor·in·Chief; Gretchen Haas· 
Bethell, Executive Director, Managing Editor; Beverly 
Thummel, Page Editor; Michael Vore, Webm~ster/ 
Writer/ Photographer; janie Froman, Graphrc De· 
signer and Andy Erwin, Video Production Manager . 
Periodicals postage paid al Tulsa, OK. POS"!"MAS· 
TER: Send address changes to The Communrcator, 
8506 E. 61st Street, Tulsa, OK 74133·1926, or call 
357·6015. 

Page lO ......................................................................................................................................... November-December 2008 

And the talent keeps 
on rolling: Pictured are 
the 2008 Commended 
Students at Union 
High School: (left to 
right) Jared B. Wil
liams, Austin B. Cagle, 
Jennifer L. Kiskin, Au· 
brey M. Harris, Andy 
T. Iwamoto, Nicola A. 
Eastaway, Courtney 
M. Handy and Rachael 
R. Reagan. Union 
Commended Students 
placed among the 
top 5 percent of more 
than 1.5 million stu
dents who entered the 
competition by taking 
the 2007 Preliminary 
SAT/ National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying 
test (PSA T /NMSQT). 

Unique Classes are Engaging High School Students 

Some unique classes are engaging 
students in new ways as teachers prepare 
them for life after high school. 

From studying the minds of criminals to 
balancing one's checkbook to learning 
about marine biology, Union students 
are learning about subjects that are not 
tradtionally associated with high school. 

Teacher Kevin Crutchmer, an ex-police 
officer with 12 years of experience, gives 
students first-hand experience in a class 
on criminology and the basics of the 
criminal justice system. 

Student Steven Elmore said, 'The class is 
a really fun experience to me and I enjoy 
the realistic topics that Coach Crutchmer 
mentions." 

"Hopefully when they leave this class, 
students will learn something about 
law, something about how crime effects 
people, and come back the next day 
wanting to learn more," Crutchmer said. 

New to Union, James little is an expert in 
marine biology, and with the help of his 
lab, he is bringing the ocean to students in 
landlocked Oklahoma. Using aquariums, 
he features a variety of marine life that 
inevitably excites interested students. 

"This is something that students can 
come in and play with," Little said. " It 
takes a lot of responsibility and it has 
immediate feedback. If something isn't 
right, they instantly know." 

Another new class focuses on financial 
literacy, teaching students basic skills 
that will help them in the real world --

from balancing a checkbook to managing 
a household budget. 

Teacher Brittany Young said, "The 
financial literacy class helps students 
during and after high school because 
everyone has to make financial decisions, 
whether we have a great deal of money 
or very little. We have to know what to 
do with it." 

Other engaging classes include video 
broadcasting and family living. (Read 
more on the high school web page at 
www.unionps.org in a section written by 
high schools students as part of Union 
Time News, which is also new this year.) 
Each month, students cover stories for a 
television show and submit condensed 
versions of those stories for the web 
site. 

Spirit Squad Shows 
the Right Spirit 

Jennifer Hudgins calls one Union Varsity 
Cheerleader her personal hero, saying if 
it had not been for Rachel Hunter, her 
mother "would have literally been sick for 
a week." Hudgins' elderly mother had lost 
her little black dog "Pugzy." After more 
than two hours of searching, Hudgins 
said she came upon Hunter walking her 
Pugzy. Hunter gladly returned the dog to 
her. 

"I know a happy ending lost dog story 
is not news but the young lady found 
Pugzy in the street, took her in, called 
the information on the tags, gave Pugzy 
a snack, made up posters and was in 
the process of putting them up in our 
neighborhood when I came across her," 
Hudgins said. "She would not accept the 
reward my Dad tried to give her. She was 
just happy to be able to help. We hope 
this shining example of youth in Tulsa 
could be recognized for her good deed." 

In fact, the young women on the Union 
spirit squad are often shining examples of 
youth who cheer on not just their school 
but also their community. Assistant 
Athletic Director Amy McCready said 
all the spirit groups have supported the 
Klothes Kloset and clothing drives this 
year, and are active supporters of the 
annual "I Care" holiday drive to provide 
food and gifts for Union families. 

In addition, many of the spirit groups 
participated in the Run for the Cure for 
breast cancer and many donated baskets 
for the annual Union Schools Education 
Foundation auction to raise money for 
teacher grants. 

The cast of "Our 
Country's Good" 
and drama in· 
structor Troy 
Powell, back left, 
won third place at 
state in the one· 
act competition. 
Students Scott 
]ones and Josh 
Adams were 
named to All-State. 
The Union High 
School Repertory 
Theater class 
won first place 
at the regional 
competition 
its fifth straight 
first-place win at 
regionals. The 
class also won first 
place at regionals 
(or its tech crew 
for staging, lights 
and sound. 
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Union 8th graders 
Athira Raj, Lorrie 
Davis and Maissa 
Mitwalli (left to 
right) work on an 
assignment in fifth 
hour government 
with the names 
Obama and McCain 
behind them. Teacher 
Shelley Zevnik-Breece 
said students have 
been learning about 
the election process 
this year. In a mock 
election at the school, 
students narrowly 
chose Obama over 
McCain 321 to 317. 

Parents who applied for the Union "I 
Care" Holiday Help Program can pick up 
their gifts and food at the UMAC, 6836 S. 
Mingo Road, from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
on December 10, 11, 12 and 15. The "I 
Care" room is located on the northwest 
corner of the UMAC next to the football 
field. There will be directional signs. 

Students Cast Their Vote for President, 
Cookies and Cartoons 

Teachers took advantage of the nation's 
attention on the riveting presidential 
campaign between John McCain and 
Barack Obama to create educational 
lessons on the election process, asking 
students to study the candidates and 
vote for their choice in mock elections. 

Eighth graders and students at Union 
Intermediate participated in mock 
elections sponsored by Newspapers in 
Education and the League of Women 

State Farm and Union Work 
to put the Brakes on 
Wreckless Driving 

State Farm Insurance Co. presented a 
$5,000 check to Union Intermediate High 
School, for a service-learning project that 
deals with the issues of vehicles running 
red traffic lights and teen driving safety. 

State Farm organized several meetings 
with Union, police and other agencies 
to discuss the project aimed at reducing 
the number of red-light-running 
incidents in our community. Service
learning is a teaching method that 
engages students in solving problems 
within their schools and communities 
as part of their academic studies. 

Assistant Superintendent Dr. Kirt 
Hartzler said, "We have some of the 
nation's most dangerous intersections 
within our boundaries. The essence of 
the project will be that our students will 
analyze the problem through data and 
observations, and then discuss ways to 
mitigate the problem." 

State Farm supports service-learning as a 
way to promote student achievement and 
community development. 

Voters, joining about 75,000 students 
countywide. The students voted for 
president as well as U.S. Congressmen 
and Senators. 

Elementary students also learned 
about the importance of elections in 
their government studies. For example, 
students at Cedar Ridge, Grove and 
Andersen went through elaborate 
registration processes and ultimately 
their own voting booths to cast a ballot. 

Andersen pre-kindergartners and 
kindergarteners voted for their favorite 
cookie while all grades at Rosa Parks 
voted for their favorite cartoon character: 
Alvin of Alvin and the Chipmunks or 
Spiderman. 

Many young Republicans and Democrats 
at the High School old enough to vote 
participated in their first election. Student 
organizations had even set up booths to 
register classmates. 

Seniors Brooklin Beasley and Brian DeShane 
were named Homecoming Queen and King. 
Members of the Royal Court included seniors 
Krissy Heiberg, Kelcee McKee, Morgan 
Minihan, Austin Gullic, Daniel Hausher, 
Tyler jones, Tracy Moore; and juniors Lani 
Laplante and Kirby Olson. 

The 2008-2009 Union Public Schools Teachers of the Year are: (left to right) Sarah Worley, Sharon 
Berumen, _Haley Bradley, Sharon Beam, Deanna Ogez, Diana Irick, julie Gardner, Dana Bundy, 
DeAnne _Fmley, Rebe~ka Rhodes, Lisa Welter, Norma Mamah, Cynthia Elliott, Ginger Swanson, An
drea Games, Molly Lmehan, jeff Kennedy, Brooke Kasbaum and jessica Smith. 
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Renegade Regiment Wins Second in State; 
Student Named to U.S. Army All American Band 

The Union High School Renegade 
Regiment marching band won second 
place at the Oklahoma Bandmasters 
Association Class 6A Marching 
Band Championships on Saturday, 
November 1 at Broken Arrow High 
School. 

raise money for trips, the 
band was crowned the 
BrokenArrow Invitational 
Champion at Broken 
Arrow. Union also won 
the Outstanding Visual 
award for preliminary 
competition, and the 
Outstanding General 
Effect award in finals 
compet>ition. 

In addition, senior 
trumpet player Jenny 
Daer was selected for the 
U.S. Army All-American 
High School Marching 

The Renegade Regiment show, titled 
Between Heaven and Earth, also 
made it to semifinals, placing 16th in 
the nation, at the Bands of America 
Grand National Championships in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. "This is a huge 
accomplishment, considering that 
almost 70 percent of the students were 
new to marching band this season," 
band director Matthew McCready 
said. 

Photo submitted by Alan Mueggenborg B d Th U S All 
Renegade Regiment & Union Colorguard an · e · · Army -

American Bowl is the 

One week after successfully hosting its 26th annual Renegade 
Review- attended by 1,500 students and 3,000 spectators- to 

Behind these 
masks are inquis
itive sixth graders 
who have been 
learning about 
the continent of 
Africa. Students 
in teacher Liz 
Nichols class 
have been 
studying Africa 
as part of a 
comprehensive 
unit that con
cluded with a 
study of African 
masks and 
dances. Pictured 
are: (left to 
right) Manas 
Kommareddi, 
Ashlin Mead, 
Melina Lazar, 
Tyrail Davis and 
Isabella Roy. .., .... ,~.-~ 

premier high school football game in the nation. It features 
the nation's top high school senior football players and now, 
the finest high school senior marching musicians. The U.S. 

Senior Dillon 
Hampton races 
in the first ever 
Great Sand 
Springs Soap 
Box Derby Race 
on October 11. 
The bike was 
built by students 
at the Union 
Alternative 
High School 
School under the 
supervrswn of 
teacher Michael 
Murray. 

Photo submitted 
by teacher 
Melissa Wyatt 

Army All-American Bowl is aired on NBC 
in January from San Antonio, Texas. 

"This is quite an achievement and we 
are very proud of Jenny," said Matthew 
McCready, assistant director of Fine Arts 
and director of the Union High School 
Renegade Regiment Marching Band. 

Air Force JROTC Earns 
Standing Ovations 

at Film Festival 

The Union Air Force Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps received three 
standing ovations after their moving 
tribute to veterans and introduction to 
the documentary, The American Hero 
Ride, at the Bare Bones film festival at 
Tulsa Community College. 

The documentary chronicled the efforts 
of a motorcycle club from Manford, OK, 
that raises money each year and takes a 
400-mile ride to deliver that money to 
the VA hospital in Memphis. 

Union cadets are also showing their 
support for troops overseas, joining a 
national trend to wear red on Fridays. 
Lt. Col. (Ret.) Ron McCool, AFJROTC 
instructor, said, "We would like to make 
this a tradition at Union and we hope 
everyone joins us by wearing red. Every 
Friday, we have implemented "Red 
T-Shirt Friday" in honor of our troops 
overseas. The cadets' shirts depict their 
logo on front and a soldier's cross with 
the American flag in the background and 
the words "Support Our Troops" on the 
back of the shirt. 
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T. C. O'Neal, left, and Chris Norman of Apollo's 
Karate visited Andersen Elementary to show 
off their prowess at karate and talk about 
good character. They featured Andersen 
students Ryan Hollowell, left, and Aaron 
Gross. Hollowell is a purple belt while Gross is 
a recommended black belt. The karate school 
visited Jefferson Elementary School earlier 
this fall for a similar program. 

Briarglen students 
Tyler Mitchell and 
Tozyea Williams 
shake hands in front 
of new playground 
equipment installed 
at the school this 
fall. 

The new playground 
equipment cost 
$29,000, which was 
approved by voters 
in the 2008 bond 
election. Aides said 
the children enjoy 
the new equipment 
which is popular 
during lunch and 
recess. 

Darn a by 
third graders 
take off as 
they begin 

20-minute 
behind 

their school 
for the annual 
Jog-A-Thon, 
sponsored by 
the Darnaby 
PTA. One of 
the highlights 
during the 
school year, 
the annual]og
A-Thon brings 
together 
families and 
staff in a 
fun, friendly 

to 
raise funds 
for classroom 
projects. 

Boevers student Zachariah Yang knocks a 
golf ball into the air during the school's First 
Quarter Good Behavior Party. The students 
went golfing during their party as part of a 
partnership with Tee Town Golf Ranch and 
Starting New At Golf program. Different 
stations were set up where students received 
help on their short game to making long 
drives. 

Cedar Ridge Votes for a President 

Students at Cedar Ridge Elementary, 
2nd Grade ARC and all 3rd, 4th, and 
5th graders - cast their ballots early so 
they could compare their votes with the 
national results. 

Third graders read from the Voters Guide 
in a recent Tulsa World and discovered 
that Oklahoma was predicted to vote 
from 65 to 70 percent for the Republican 
ticket. 

ARC students in Cherry Redus' ARC 
classes learned more about voting as 
they registered other students to vote. 
Precinct CR145 officials were manning 
the desks on their election day (Tuesday, 
October 28) and found that serving as 
election officials can be hectic (3rd grade 
students were waiting in long lines) and 
then boring at times as they waited for 
students coming to vote. 

Fifth grade students served as callers 
and tallyers to see just how Cedar 
Ridge students voted. They used the 
old method of counting votes that they 
learned through the Tulsa World unit on 
the history and process of elections. 

Cedar Ridge fourth grader Wyatt Briscoe 
steps into a voting booth to cast his ballot in a 
mock election at his school. 
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Jarman first, sec
ond and third 
graders and mem
bers of the varsity 
football players 
hold up the "U" 
sign during a visit 
by the athletes 
to their school as 
part of the Union 
Teammates pro
gram. Under the 
program, football 
players visit stu
dents at elemen
tary schools. They 
mentor them and 
talk about making 
good choices such 
as studying, eating 
right and avoiding 
drugs and alcohol. 

Luis M. Cruz, president of the Central 
Texas Region for Verizon Wireless, reads to 
Grove kindergarten students after he was 
named principal for the day. The students 
greeted him with hand-made cell phones 
and exclaimed "Can you hear me now?" - the 
slogan used by the company for its cell phone 
commercials. The company has partnered 
with Grove. 

Dads, moms and "surrogate" dads recently 
spent some fun, quality time by "being there" 
for their children, kindergarten students at 
Cedar Ridge for Dads Day. Dads read to the 
students, played with them outside and even 
participated in tug-of-war contests. Pictured 
are: Kurt and Ko/e Williams, left, and Wanor 
and Rylan Franca, on right. 

Peters students Sarah White, 
Kate Peters, Jaicie Wolfe and 

• ·~··"""·"·· · ··.-· ___ .. _ 1 Moses Mayhue (not pictured) 
each placed first in the 3rd 

lli!!l!i!!!l!!~ Annual Union Elementary 
~ Swim Meet, sponsored by 

the varsity swim team. All 
of the elementary schools 
were represented with 3rd-
5th graders competing for 
their own individual schools. 
Peters Elementary won 
this year's meet; previous 
winners were Andersen and 
Jarman. 

Photo submitted by Brenda 
Holloway and Pam Reagan 

Rosa Parks pre-kindergartener Kevin Arroyo
Medina holds the pumpkin so his Mom doesn't 
miss a spot during a Parents' Day when they 
went on a "pumpkin hunt" to find their pump
kins. After measuring and graphing the 
pumpkins, the parents helped the students 
decorate their pumpkins. Later, the students 
took their pumpkins outside for a "pumpkin 
roll." 

Clark Hosts Block Party 

Sometimes in order to make friends, 
you have to throw a party, which is 
exactly what Clark did this fall, hosting 
a neighborhood block party at the Salida 
Creek Apartments. There was free food 
and drinks and fun for all. 

Roy Clark Administrative Intern Wendy 
Johnson said, "Clark staff, community 
partners, and Salida Creek area residents 
were on hand to help establish, share, 
and celebrate new and old friendships, 
between the school and neighborhood." 

Ice Route 
Notification 

Each winter, ice routes are used 
when school buses cannot travel 
hilly areas. The area affected is 
between Yale and Sheridan from 
76th to 9lst Streets South. Parents 
will be notified when ice routes are 
in effect. 

A list of ice routes and times are 
posted at www.unionps.org. Parents 
may also call the Union Public 
Schools Weatherline at 459-3365. 
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District's Growth Continues with New Programs, Buildings and Central Park at Union 

Early Childhood Center Opens at Rosa Parks 

Precious Wright and Kara Lamb take Dr. Kirt Hartzler on a tour of the Early 
Childhood Center during the grand opening on September 18. Derrick Es
parza, in Mrs. White's classroom, is seen here peeking through the window. 

Board President Scott McDaniel 
spoke at a ceremony, saying the 
end product was worth all of 
the work that many people put 
into the project. 

"All of us involved with Union, 
we have one mission, and that is 
to make sure that all children's 
lives are better," he said. "By 
any stretch of the imagination, 
this is a home run." 

The Rosa Parks Early 
Childhood Center 
celebrated its grand 
opening Thursday, 
September 18. 

Union and the 
Community Action 
Project of Tulsa County 
collaborated on the 
center, expanding 
Union's childhood 
development program 
and offering a full-day 
education service for 
three-year-olds before 
they begin elementary 
school. 

About 38 percent of the 190 
students speak Spanish- some 
are bilingual and some speak 
only Spanish. To accommodate 
all of the students, three of the 
12 tf~achers and four of the 18 
teacher's aides speak Spanish. 

Lynn McClure, Director of the Early Childhood Center, poses with 
tour guides. Top row (left to right) Precious Wright, Kara Lamb, 
Lynn McClure, Tiger ]i and Coby Thomas; Bottom - Kendra Diggs, 
Kara Nick, Mitali Patel. 

Rosa Parks Elementary Principal Karen Vance visits with Mayra Vazquez and 
he~ daughter ]oselynne. ]oselynne's sister, Lluvia, is a student at the Early 
Childhood Center. Rosa Parks Elementary is next door to the new early child
hood center. 

Lynn McClure, the 
center's director, said 
the children have 
different needs, and 
the center helps them 
learn and adjust to 
what they need to 
excel in the future. 

McClure said they 
want to get the 
word out about the 
importance of early 
development. 

"It's just another 
chance for us to 
have a voice in the 
community for 
childhood develop-
ment," she said. 

The red mums that form the Union logo are in bloom at the new sign entrance along Mingo for Central 
Park at Union. 

Hundreds Attend OpeninfJ' for Central Park at Union 
Between 
400 and 
500 people 
helped cel
ebrate the 
grand open
ing of the 
new Cen
tral Park at 
Union on 
Friday, Sep
tember 26. 

More than 
400 tickets 
were sold 
- proceeds 
from which 
supported 
the Tulsa 
Area United 
Way. An-
other 100 
or so guests 
dropped in 

Board member Jeff Bennett pro· 
vided hot air balloon rides duri~g 
the opening ceremonies of Cenl~ ·al 
Park. 

on the festivities. 

People visiting the park got a chance to 
see the new facilities and eat dinner, sup
plied by Backyard Burgers, under a tent 
in the main field. KlllTS 106.9 provided 
music for the event and Board of Edu
cation member Jeff Bennett, who owns 
Curves, a fitness club, provided t ,- ed 
hot air balloon rides. 

Voters approved the construction of the 
new park as part of two different bond 
issues. The first phase included a N 1 

intramural style football field, 
space for soccer and baseball, a 
concession stand, restr0oms, a 
play area for younger children 
and a track that circles the prop
erty for anyone interested in jog
ging, walking or running. 

The second phase, which began 
in the summer of 2008, is under 
way and will include other im
provements such as an outdoor 
classroom, additional walking 
track, baseball backstops, and 
will utilize the existing basket
ball courts. 

Union employees ]o Ann Bodenstab and Myriam 
Puleo get ready to lift off with help from Board 
Member jeff Bennett at the controls. 

Thomas jefferson Elementary Dedicated 

Union Public 
Schools dedi
cated its 13th 
elementary 
school - Jeffer
son Elementary 
on Thursday, 
November 6. 

Superintendent 
Dr. Cathy Bur
den and Board 
of Education 
President Scott 
McDaniel gave 
remarks at 
the dedication 
which featured 
performances 
by students 

orne of the Thoma " f1er on Exp· , j 

C e c iIi a 
Nguyen, ]a
cob Housley 
and Lainey 
Baglio all 
(rom Bren
da Robin
son's 2nd 
grade class, 
stop to 
pose while 
working 
on one of 
the school's 
new inter
active white 
boards 
(large 
computer
connected 
t o u c h 
screens). 

and tours of the new 
school. Principal 
Kim Whiteley pro
vided an oral history 
of Thomas Jefferson 
and the school choir 
- the Monticello Mu
sicians - performed 
Thankful for the 
U.S.A. 

Jefferson opened 
Thursday, August 

Music teacher Shane Taylor stands with students in the Jefferson Elementary 
Monticello Musicians Choir before their performance at the grand opening cer

14, 2008. Voters ap
proved the construc
tion and furnish
ing of the school 
through a series of 
bond elections start
ing in 2006. 

emony. 

A Jefferson quote 
is a dominant 
part of the me
dia center, "Edu
cate and inform 
the whole mass 
of people ... They 
are the only sure 
reliance for the 
preservation of 
our liberty." 

His words of wis
dom are sprin
kled throughout 
the building so 
children can 
learn more about 
the school's 
namesake. 

(Girls-back row) Hope Peterson, Maddie Spencer and Dajanae Claittjoined (Boys-front 
row) Douglas Humphrey, Tyler Franz and Tyler Ingram when they accompanied visi
tors as tour guides during the Open House at Thomas Jefferson on November 6. 
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T. C. O'Neal, left, and Chris Norman of Apollo's 
Karate visited Andersen Elementary to show 
off their prowess at karate and talk about 
good character. They featured Andersen 
students Ryan Hollowell, left, and Aaron 
Gross. Hollowell is a purple belt while Gross is 
a recommended black belt. The karate school 
visited Jefferson Elementary School earlier 
this fall for a similar program. 

Briarglen students 
Tyler Mitchell and 
Tozyea Williams 
shake hands in front 
of new playground 
equipment installed 
at the school this 
fall. 

The new playground 
equipment cost 
$29,000, which was 
approved by voters 
in the 2008 bond 
election. Aides said 
the children enjoy 
the new equipment 
which is popular 
during lunch and 
recess. 

Darn a by 
third graders 
take off as 
they begin 

20-minute 
behind 

their school 
for the annual 
Jog-A-Thon, 
sponsored by 
the Darnaby 
PTA. One of 
the highlights 
during the 
school year, 
the annual]og
A-Thon brings 
together 
families and 
staff in a 
fun, friendly 

to 
raise funds 
for classroom 
projects. 

Boevers student Zachariah Yang knocks a 
golf ball into the air during the school's First 
Quarter Good Behavior Party. The students 
went golfing during their party as part of a 
partnership with Tee Town Golf Ranch and 
Starting New At Golf program. Different 
stations were set up where students received 
help on their short game to making long 
drives. 

Cedar Ridge Votes for a President 

Students at Cedar Ridge Elementary, 
2nd Grade ARC and all 3rd, 4th, and 
5th graders - cast their ballots early so 
they could compare their votes with the 
national results. 

Third graders read from the Voters Guide 
in a recent Tulsa World and discovered 
that Oklahoma was predicted to vote 
from 65 to 70 percent for the Republican 
ticket. 

ARC students in Cherry Redus' ARC 
classes learned more about voting as 
they registered other students to vote. 
Precinct CR145 officials were manning 
the desks on their election day (Tuesday, 
October 28) and found that serving as 
election officials can be hectic (3rd grade 
students were waiting in long lines) and 
then boring at times as they waited for 
students coming to vote. 

Fifth grade students served as callers 
and tallyers to see just how Cedar 
Ridge students voted. They used the 
old method of counting votes that they 
learned through the Tulsa World unit on 
the history and process of elections. 

Cedar Ridge fourth grader Wyatt Briscoe 
steps into a voting booth to cast his ballot in a 
mock election at his school. 
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Jarman first, sec
ond and third 
graders and mem
bers of the varsity 
football players 
hold up the "U" 
sign during a visit 
by the athletes 
to their school as 
part of the Union 
Teammates pro
gram. Under the 
program, football 
players visit stu
dents at elemen
tary schools. They 
mentor them and 
talk about making 
good choices such 
as studying, eating 
right and avoiding 
drugs and alcohol. 

Luis M. Cruz, president of the Central 
Texas Region for Verizon Wireless, reads to 
Grove kindergarten students after he was 
named principal for the day. The students 
greeted him with hand-made cell phones 
and exclaimed "Can you hear me now?" - the 
slogan used by the company for its cell phone 
commercials. The company has partnered 
with Grove. 

Dads, moms and "surrogate" dads recently 
spent some fun, quality time by "being there" 
for their children, kindergarten students at 
Cedar Ridge for Dads Day. Dads read to the 
students, played with them outside and even 
participated in tug-of-war contests. Pictured 
are: Kurt and Ko/e Williams, left, and Wanor 
and Rylan Franca, on right. 

Peters students Sarah White, 
Kate Peters, Jaicie Wolfe and 

• ·~··"""·"·· · ··.-· ___ .. _ 1 Moses Mayhue (not pictured) 
each placed first in the 3rd 

lli!!l!i!!!l!!~ Annual Union Elementary 
~ Swim Meet, sponsored by 

the varsity swim team. All 
of the elementary schools 
were represented with 3rd-
5th graders competing for 
their own individual schools. 
Peters Elementary won 
this year's meet; previous 
winners were Andersen and 
Jarman. 

Photo submitted by Brenda 
Holloway and Pam Reagan 

Rosa Parks pre-kindergartener Kevin Arroyo
Medina holds the pumpkin so his Mom doesn't 
miss a spot during a Parents' Day when they 
went on a "pumpkin hunt" to find their pump
kins. After measuring and graphing the 
pumpkins, the parents helped the students 
decorate their pumpkins. Later, the students 
took their pumpkins outside for a "pumpkin 
roll." 

Clark Hosts Block Party 

Sometimes in order to make friends, 
you have to throw a party, which is 
exactly what Clark did this fall, hosting 
a neighborhood block party at the Salida 
Creek Apartments. There was free food 
and drinks and fun for all. 

Roy Clark Administrative Intern Wendy 
Johnson said, "Clark staff, community 
partners, and Salida Creek area residents 
were on hand to help establish, share, 
and celebrate new and old friendships, 
between the school and neighborhood." 

Ice Route 
Notification 

Each winter, ice routes are used 
when school buses cannot travel 
hilly areas. The area affected is 
between Yale and Sheridan from 
76th to 9lst Streets South. Parents 
will be notified when ice routes are 
in effect. 

A list of ice routes and times are 
posted at www.unionps.org. Parents 
may also call the Union Public 
Schools Weatherline at 459-3365. 



Page 4 ........................................................................................................................................... November-December 2008 

Union 8th graders 
Athira Raj, Lorrie 
Davis and Maissa 
Mitwalli (left to 
right) work on an 
assignment in fifth 
hour government 
with the names 
Obama and McCain 
behind them. Teacher 
Shelley Zevnik-Breece 
said students have 
been learning about 
the election process 
this year. In a mock 
election at the school, 
students narrowly 
chose Obama over 
McCain 321 to 317. 

Parents who applied for the Union "I 
Care" Holiday Help Program can pick up 
their gifts and food at the UMAC, 6836 S. 
Mingo Road, from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
on December 10, 11, 12 and 15. The "I 
Care" room is located on the northwest 
corner of the UMAC next to the football 
field. There will be directional signs. 

Students Cast Their Vote for President, 
Cookies and Cartoons 

Teachers took advantage of the nation's 
attention on the riveting presidential 
campaign between John McCain and 
Barack Obama to create educational 
lessons on the election process, asking 
students to study the candidates and 
vote for their choice in mock elections. 

Eighth graders and students at Union 
Intermediate participated in mock 
elections sponsored by Newspapers in 
Education and the League of Women 

State Farm and Union Work 
to put the Brakes on 
Wreckless Driving 

State Farm Insurance Co. presented a 
$5,000 check to Union Intermediate High 
School, for a service-learning project that 
deals with the issues of vehicles running 
red traffic lights and teen driving safety. 

State Farm organized several meetings 
with Union, police and other agencies 
to discuss the project aimed at reducing 
the number of red-light-running 
incidents in our community. Service
learning is a teaching method that 
engages students in solving problems 
within their schools and communities 
as part of their academic studies. 

Assistant Superintendent Dr. Kirt 
Hartzler said, "We have some of the 
nation's most dangerous intersections 
within our boundaries. The essence of 
the project will be that our students will 
analyze the problem through data and 
observations, and then discuss ways to 
mitigate the problem." 

State Farm supports service-learning as a 
way to promote student achievement and 
community development. 

Voters, joining about 75,000 students 
countywide. The students voted for 
president as well as U.S. Congressmen 
and Senators. 

Elementary students also learned 
about the importance of elections in 
their government studies. For example, 
students at Cedar Ridge, Grove and 
Andersen went through elaborate 
registration processes and ultimately 
their own voting booths to cast a ballot. 

Andersen pre-kindergartners and 
kindergarteners voted for their favorite 
cookie while all grades at Rosa Parks 
voted for their favorite cartoon character: 
Alvin of Alvin and the Chipmunks or 
Spiderman. 

Many young Republicans and Democrats 
at the High School old enough to vote 
participated in their first election. Student 
organizations had even set up booths to 
register classmates. 

Seniors Brooklin Beasley and Brian DeShane 
were named Homecoming Queen and King. 
Members of the Royal Court included seniors 
Krissy Heiberg, Kelcee McKee, Morgan 
Minihan, Austin Gullic, Daniel Hausher, 
Tyler jones, Tracy Moore; and juniors Lani 
Laplante and Kirby Olson. 

The 2008-2009 Union Public Schools Teachers of the Year are: (left to right) Sarah Worley, Sharon 
Berumen, _Haley Bradley, Sharon Beam, Deanna Ogez, Diana Irick, julie Gardner, Dana Bundy, 
DeAnne _Fmley, Rebe~ka Rhodes, Lisa Welter, Norma Mamah, Cynthia Elliott, Ginger Swanson, An
drea Games, Molly Lmehan, jeff Kennedy, Brooke Kasbaum and jessica Smith. 
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Renegade Regiment Wins Second in State; 
Student Named to U.S. Army All American Band 

The Union High School Renegade 
Regiment marching band won second 
place at the Oklahoma Bandmasters 
Association Class 6A Marching 
Band Championships on Saturday, 
November 1 at Broken Arrow High 
School. 

raise money for trips, the 
band was crowned the 
BrokenArrow Invitational 
Champion at Broken 
Arrow. Union also won 
the Outstanding Visual 
award for preliminary 
competition, and the 
Outstanding General 
Effect award in finals 
compet>ition. 

In addition, senior 
trumpet player Jenny 
Daer was selected for the 
U.S. Army All-American 
High School Marching 

The Renegade Regiment show, titled 
Between Heaven and Earth, also 
made it to semifinals, placing 16th in 
the nation, at the Bands of America 
Grand National Championships in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. "This is a huge 
accomplishment, considering that 
almost 70 percent of the students were 
new to marching band this season," 
band director Matthew McCready 
said. 

Photo submitted by Alan Mueggenborg B d Th U S All 
Renegade Regiment & Union Colorguard an · e · · Army -

American Bowl is the 

One week after successfully hosting its 26th annual Renegade 
Review- attended by 1,500 students and 3,000 spectators- to 

Behind these 
masks are inquis
itive sixth graders 
who have been 
learning about 
the continent of 
Africa. Students 
in teacher Liz 
Nichols class 
have been 
studying Africa 
as part of a 
comprehensive 
unit that con
cluded with a 
study of African 
masks and 
dances. Pictured 
are: (left to 
right) Manas 
Kommareddi, 
Ashlin Mead, 
Melina Lazar, 
Tyrail Davis and 
Isabella Roy. .., .... ,~.-~ 

premier high school football game in the nation. It features 
the nation's top high school senior football players and now, 
the finest high school senior marching musicians. The U.S. 

Senior Dillon 
Hampton races 
in the first ever 
Great Sand 
Springs Soap 
Box Derby Race 
on October 11. 
The bike was 
built by students 
at the Union 
Alternative 
High School 
School under the 
supervrswn of 
teacher Michael 
Murray. 

Photo submitted 
by teacher 
Melissa Wyatt 

Army All-American Bowl is aired on NBC 
in January from San Antonio, Texas. 

"This is quite an achievement and we 
are very proud of Jenny," said Matthew 
McCready, assistant director of Fine Arts 
and director of the Union High School 
Renegade Regiment Marching Band. 

Air Force JROTC Earns 
Standing Ovations 

at Film Festival 

The Union Air Force Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps received three 
standing ovations after their moving 
tribute to veterans and introduction to 
the documentary, The American Hero 
Ride, at the Bare Bones film festival at 
Tulsa Community College. 

The documentary chronicled the efforts 
of a motorcycle club from Manford, OK, 
that raises money each year and takes a 
400-mile ride to deliver that money to 
the VA hospital in Memphis. 

Union cadets are also showing their 
support for troops overseas, joining a 
national trend to wear red on Fridays. 
Lt. Col. (Ret.) Ron McCool, AFJROTC 
instructor, said, "We would like to make 
this a tradition at Union and we hope 
everyone joins us by wearing red. Every 
Friday, we have implemented "Red 
T-Shirt Friday" in honor of our troops 
overseas. The cadets' shirts depict their 
logo on front and a soldier's cross with 
the American flag in the background and 
the words "Support Our Troops" on the 
back of the shirt. 
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February 10, 2009, Ballot to Decide Bond Issue ... 
... Two Board Seats Already Determined 

MarkyourcalendarsforTuesday,February 
10, an important election day for every 
student at Union Public Schools. That is 
when you have a chance to vote on $20 
million in projects needed throughout 
the district. This list is a preview of the 
items that cannot be completed without 
your help: 

e Remodeling at Grove Elementary, 

• Construction and equipping of 
Phase II additions and improve
ments to the Softball/ Baseball 
Complex, 

• Remodel of the Performing Arts 
Center and theatre areas, 

e Renovation of the 8th Grade Center 
gym, 

• Replacement of classroom 
carpeting at the Intermediate High, 

e Roof replacements, 

• Chiller replacements, 

• Upgrade of T-8 lighting and 
computer lab upgrades at various 
sites. 

Be watching for a special issue of the 
Communicator and log on to www. 
unionps.org in January for more details. 

If you live in the Union District and are 
not registered to vote, the registration 
deadline in time for the February 
10 election is Friday, January 16. 
Applications are available at any tag 
agency, any Union school, most libraries, 
and the Tulsa County Election Board. 
If you have questions, call the Election 
Board at 596-5780. 

McAdams and McDaniel 
Retain Board Spots 

Usually there is a Board of Education race 
on the February ballot. This year Union 
could have had two seats in contention, 
but because the incumbents did not draw 
opponents, both are automatically seated 
again. 

Heather McAdams, who was appointed 
in April following the resignation of long
time member Jim Williams, will continue 
as the District #3 Board of Education 

Program Puts the FOCUS on Academics 
Union is concentrating on how best 
to help certain students learn via the 
FOCUS program. FOCUS serves students 
in 7th, 8th and 9th grade utilizing a 
modified four-class block schedule. 

Students receive 55 percent more 
instructional time in math and English 
with an emphasis on literacy in all 
classes. Class sizes average 20 students 
per teacher and each FOCUS group is 
assigned a counselor. Beginning in 2008-
2009, a FOCUS program was established 
serving 1Oth graders using a traditional 
schedule. 

of the school. The skills class focuses 
on important practical tasks such 
as tips for note-taking, test-taking, 
study habits, decision-making, etc. 

The primary objective of the FOCUS 
program is to create an environment 
where students are provided with the 
necessary support so they can experience 
academic success and have the necessary 
skills to proceed academically. Students 
are identified based on their grades and 
test scores in math and reading, and their 
overall attendance records. 

The day's four-class 
schedule includes 
an 85-minute block 
for English, 85 
minutes for math, 85 
minutes for science/ 
social studies (social 
science one semester 
and lab science the 
next) and the fourth 
1lock split between 
. .n advisory study 
skills class and an 
elective (fine arts, 
computer class, 
etc.) with the rest 

8th Grade Principal Marla Robinson poses with Pam Lurvey, ass~stant 
branch manager (or Citizen's Security Bank, as she a_wards ~door_ pnze · a 
$25 woodland Hills gift card· to Cesar Samano dunng an mcennve party 
for FOCUS students. More than 60 FOCUS students were rewarded for 
good grades and attendance with a pizza party sponsored by the bank. 

member. Board President Scott McDaniel, 
who has served on the Board for the past 
10 years, will serve another five-year term 
for District #4. 

Zone #3 includes all of the Briarglen and 
Clark attendance areas and portions 
of Boevers, McAuliffe and Rosa Parks. 
Zone #4 includes portions of the Jarman, 
Jefferson and Grove attendance areas. 

More details will be coming in the 
january-February 2009 issue of the 
Communicator. 

Area United Way 
Cites Union. for 

Extraordinary Giving 

We've known it all along, but it's nice 
to know others recognize the extraordi
nary giving spirit of Union employees! 
The district has been nominated for the 
prestigious Sun Award, to be given by 
the Tulsa Area United Way this February 
to an organization with the overall best 
campaign, participation and volunteers. 

This fall Union employees donated 
$167,366 which exceeded its goal and 
represented an 8-percent increase over 
last year's total amount. The number of 
Key Club Donors ($500 or more) was 89. 

According to Sandra Thornton of the 
United Way's Campaign Division, "It 
is amazing that Union continues to 
increase its contributions by so much 
each year. The leadership and employee 
commitment to the community is 
exemplary!" 

Union has some impressive competition 
for the award. Other nominees include the 
Bank of Oklahoma, Samson Investments, 
and Jim Norton Toyota. 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is published bi· 
monthly with exira issues in October and january 
by Union Public Schools, 8506 E. 61sl Street, Tul~a, 
OK 74133·1926. It is issued to patrons of the Umon 
Public School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Bur· 
den Superintendent, Editor·in·Chief; Gretchen Haas· 
Bethell, Executive Director, Managing Editor; Beverly 
Thummel, Page Editor; Michael Vore, Webm~ster/ 
Writer/ Photographer; janie Froman, Graphrc De· 
signer and Andy Erwin, Video Production Manager . 
Periodicals postage paid al Tulsa, OK. POS"!"MAS· 
TER: Send address changes to The Communrcator, 
8506 E. 61st Street, Tulsa, OK 74133·1926, or call 
357·6015. 
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And the talent keeps 
on rolling: Pictured are 
the 2008 Commended 
Students at Union 
High School: (left to 
right) Jared B. Wil
liams, Austin B. Cagle, 
Jennifer L. Kiskin, Au· 
brey M. Harris, Andy 
T. Iwamoto, Nicola A. 
Eastaway, Courtney 
M. Handy and Rachael 
R. Reagan. Union 
Commended Students 
placed among the 
top 5 percent of more 
than 1.5 million stu
dents who entered the 
competition by taking 
the 2007 Preliminary 
SAT/ National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying 
test (PSA T /NMSQT). 

Unique Classes are Engaging High School Students 

Some unique classes are engaging 
students in new ways as teachers prepare 
them for life after high school. 

From studying the minds of criminals to 
balancing one's checkbook to learning 
about marine biology, Union students 
are learning about subjects that are not 
tradtionally associated with high school. 

Teacher Kevin Crutchmer, an ex-police 
officer with 12 years of experience, gives 
students first-hand experience in a class 
on criminology and the basics of the 
criminal justice system. 

Student Steven Elmore said, 'The class is 
a really fun experience to me and I enjoy 
the realistic topics that Coach Crutchmer 
mentions." 

"Hopefully when they leave this class, 
students will learn something about 
law, something about how crime effects 
people, and come back the next day 
wanting to learn more," Crutchmer said. 

New to Union, James little is an expert in 
marine biology, and with the help of his 
lab, he is bringing the ocean to students in 
landlocked Oklahoma. Using aquariums, 
he features a variety of marine life that 
inevitably excites interested students. 

"This is something that students can 
come in and play with," Little said. " It 
takes a lot of responsibility and it has 
immediate feedback. If something isn't 
right, they instantly know." 

Another new class focuses on financial 
literacy, teaching students basic skills 
that will help them in the real world --

from balancing a checkbook to managing 
a household budget. 

Teacher Brittany Young said, "The 
financial literacy class helps students 
during and after high school because 
everyone has to make financial decisions, 
whether we have a great deal of money 
or very little. We have to know what to 
do with it." 

Other engaging classes include video 
broadcasting and family living. (Read 
more on the high school web page at 
www.unionps.org in a section written by 
high schools students as part of Union 
Time News, which is also new this year.) 
Each month, students cover stories for a 
television show and submit condensed 
versions of those stories for the web 
site. 

Spirit Squad Shows 
the Right Spirit 

Jennifer Hudgins calls one Union Varsity 
Cheerleader her personal hero, saying if 
it had not been for Rachel Hunter, her 
mother "would have literally been sick for 
a week." Hudgins' elderly mother had lost 
her little black dog "Pugzy." After more 
than two hours of searching, Hudgins 
said she came upon Hunter walking her 
Pugzy. Hunter gladly returned the dog to 
her. 

"I know a happy ending lost dog story 
is not news but the young lady found 
Pugzy in the street, took her in, called 
the information on the tags, gave Pugzy 
a snack, made up posters and was in 
the process of putting them up in our 
neighborhood when I came across her," 
Hudgins said. "She would not accept the 
reward my Dad tried to give her. She was 
just happy to be able to help. We hope 
this shining example of youth in Tulsa 
could be recognized for her good deed." 

In fact, the young women on the Union 
spirit squad are often shining examples of 
youth who cheer on not just their school 
but also their community. Assistant 
Athletic Director Amy McCready said 
all the spirit groups have supported the 
Klothes Kloset and clothing drives this 
year, and are active supporters of the 
annual "I Care" holiday drive to provide 
food and gifts for Union families. 

In addition, many of the spirit groups 
participated in the Run for the Cure for 
breast cancer and many donated baskets 
for the annual Union Schools Education 
Foundation auction to raise money for 
teacher grants. 

The cast of "Our 
Country's Good" 
and drama in· 
structor Troy 
Powell, back left, 
won third place at 
state in the one· 
act competition. 
Students Scott 
]ones and Josh 
Adams were 
named to All-State. 
The Union High 
School Repertory 
Theater class 
won first place 
at the regional 
competition 
its fifth straight 
first-place win at 
regionals. The 
class also won first 
place at regionals 
(or its tech crew 
for staging, lights 
and sound. 
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Foundation Dinner & Auction is Another Fun-Filled Success 
Volunteers, donors and patrons helped 
to raise more than $65,000 during the 
Union Schools Education Foundation's 
evening of U-topia November 1 at the 
Tulsa Radisson Hotel. The proceeds 
from the annual dinner and auction were 
sent to the bank, soon to be turned into 
teacher grants for innovative classroom 
projects. 

According to Foundation President 
Patrick Coyle, the Union community 
continued to show its spirit and 
generosity in spite of a sluggish economy. 
"This was less than our all time high of 
just over $100,000 last year. But, with 
the economy, it was still a great auction," 
he said. Support of the Foundation 
is an investment in the future of our 
children and will help ensure continued 
advancement of Union's superb 
curriculum. 

Assurance; Rosenstein, Fist, Ringold; 
KSQ Architects; Bronze - Arvest Bank, 
Curtis Restaurant Supply; Crafton, Tull, 
Sparks; Celebrity Attractions; Harris, 
McMahan, Peters, Thompson & Stall; St. 
John Medical Center, Tiger Natural Gas; 

McDaniel, Hixson, Longwell & Accord 
PLLC; PSA Dewberry; Patron - Brown 
Kinion & Company; Bob and Debbi1 
Lee (Eliott Roofing), Dennis and Georgia 
Steele, Dave and Kim Nichols, Brian and 
Gina Ketchum. 

Union freshman 
]. C. Hartzler 
(left), and broth
er senior Austin 
Hartzler (right), 
hosted Israeli 
student Avidan 
Shalev during 
his seven-day 
stay in Thlsa as 
partofthe Youth 
Ambassador Stu
dent Exchange 
program. Union 
juniors Brittney 
Brown, Andrew 
Roberson and 
Destiny Vinnett 
visited Israel. 

We appreciate the outstanding work of 
the auction committee: Patrick Coyle, 
Georgia Steele, Sarah McBryde, Kim 
Nichols, DeAnn Magness, Brent Carroll, 
Laura Bell, Lorri Krisman, Marsha 
Mathis, judi Meier, Beverly Laubach, 
Teri Stall, Debbie Lee, Donna Wooten, 
Sharon Forbes and Linda Van Arkel
Greubel. 

Looking for a Few Good Partners 

Special thanks to our generous sponsors: 
Platinum- The Williams Companies, Inc.; 
Gold- PSO, Saint Francis Hospital South, 
TTCU, QuikTrip, Bank Of Oklahoma, 
Brent Wolf, Flintco; Silver - Arkansas 
Valley Bank, RCBBank,AmericanFidelity 

Union schools are always looking for 
opportunities to involve area volunteers 
and businesses in activities of mutual 
benefit to students and the community. 

Rather than having an administrator 
who oversees a partnership program 
for the entire district as some districts 
have, each Union site maintains its own 
volunteers and business partnerships. 

Our Community Schools have the tradi
tional partnerships but they also partner 

These McAuliffe pre-kindergarteners - Cody Maguire, Autumn jordan, Eva Gonzalez and Chayton 
Guess - in Nancy Laughrey's class show off items purchased using grant funds awarded by the Union 
Schools Education Foundation for a unit called The Wonder of Science. The Foundation raised more 
than $65,000 for innovative classroom projects during its annual dinner and auction November 1. 

with the University of Oklahoma Bedlam 
Clinics to provide services. They team 
up with a number of community service 
agencies and non-profit organizations to 
provide counseling, clothing and othe 
social assistance to children and thei 
families. Their partnerships also provide 
after-school and summer academic and 
enrichment opportunities for students. 

All of our elementary (Pre-K-5) and sec
ondary schools (6-12) always need men
tors, speakers and groups willing to work 
on projects and Be There for students. 
Volunteers and businesses interested in 
partnering with a Union school may con
tact that particular school's principal di
rectly. See listings at www.unionps.org. 

If your group or business has a desire to 
partner, volunteer or in some other way, 
contribute but you do not have a par
ticular school in mind, we encourage you 
to contact Union's Executive Director of 
Communications Gretchen Haas-Bethell 
(918) 357-6015. 

On the Cover 

Student Council president Bishop 
Dewberry presented jefferson 
Elementary principal Kim Whiteley 
with a clock to commemorate 
the opening of Union's newest 
elementary school named after our 
third president, Thomas jefferson. 
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• Subway spokesman 
jared Fogle, aka The Subway 

Guy, visited sixth graders and 
encouraged them to develop 
healthy habits - eating right 
and exercising - and avoid 
bad ones - eating junk food 
and playing too many video 
games. Known for losing 240 
pounds while eating a diet that 
relied on Subway sandwiches, 
Fogle showed students his old 
jeans when he weighed 425 
pounds. 

• Union alum John Moreland & 
his Black Gold Band (]MBG), a local Green 
Country rock band, had their song Endless 
Oklahoma Sky chosen by the Official 
Rock Song Advisory Panel, appointed by 
Governor Henry, as one of 10 finalists out 
of 458 entries for the State Rock Song. 

• About 150 High School students and 
40 adults attended a leadership retreat 
at Dry Gulch. Over the two-day retreat, 
he students participated in icebreakers, 

5ames, one-on-one conversations and 
group discussions. Topics like courage, 
trust, determination and being leaders 
were addressed. 

• Sophomore Carl Sullivan was featured 
in the Tulsa World for his Eagle Scout 
project which focuses on emergency 
preparedness for pet owners. He 
volunteers his time at the Tulsa Animal 
Shelter. Sullivan recently put together 
brochures and sample emergency kits for 
pet owners. 

Free Flu Shots 
and 

Screenings _,-

Union's Employee Clinic j ovided !J:l 
flu shots and no-cost wey,xess scree~ngs 
for qualified employe;:y at a nu .. er of 
Union sites in Novem er. 

Executive Direc_t~of H~ Resources 
Cynthia Solo~on sai<!:,tlie . health of 
Uniy~emDlq.~~)'l]fatters ~ they 
Yja . ed 0 screen for things sueli a ' blood 
l?r ,sy e and cholesterol. :!} 

Jnion continues to mak~. ',a · ~rted 
effort to provide heal~cafeu' ortunities 
to its,.;;mploy@(}S-to~Jm '. -. their health 
but cli'?crn · . d keep highly 
qualified employees working for Union. 

• Fifth grade science students paired 
with kindergartners at Jarman to help 
them create a science notebook from 
"earthy gatherings" they could find on 
the ground at Jarman. The kindergarten 
students then wrote about what they had 
gathered. 

• Peters hosted two family reading 
nights in an effort to encourage the love 
of reading. Other schools throughout 
Union hosted similar events. 

• Union Intermediate teacher Leland 
Newton was selected as one of 18 5 science 
teachers from around the nation to take 
part as Fellows in the 2008 New Science 
Teacher Academy. The Fellows will 
participate in a year-long professional 
development program established to 
help reduce the high attrition rate among 
science teachers new to the teaching 
profession. 

• Seniors Andrea Bedingfield and Krista 
Anderson were selected for the Oklahoma 
All-State cheerleaders team. The girls 
made the East All-State team, selected 
from about 70 All-Region team members. 
Senior Mercedes Owens also scored in 
the top 16; however, each school is only 
allowed to have two All-State members 
per school so she is the first alternate if 
one of the others is unable to attend the 
All-State game in late July. 

Photo submitted by teacher Melissa Wyatt 

Alternative Middle School students Zac Queen, 
Layne Haddox and Nathan Mukes make a 
salt-dough relief map in Natalie Hutto's class 
after reading the book, The Cay, about a boy 
living on an island during World War II. 

Communications 
Representatives 

2008-2009 

Communication representatives are 
available to help you publicize your 
important and/or interesting news. At 
least one representative has been se
lected for each school or department 
to help coordinate news information 
services in the distri<;:t. This year's 
communications representatives are: 

Andersen: Linda Snowbarger 
Boevers: Karen Pearman 
Briarglen: Carrie Soward 

Cedar Ridge: Cherry Redus 
Clark: Kristie Blakley 

Darnaby: Kristi Ruskjer 
& Aaron Parsons 

Grove: Julie Rivera & Amanda Kennedy 
Jarman: Renee Williams & Patti Pitcock 
Photographers - Jill Fitts & Julie Wilcox 

Jefferson: Amber Tait 
McAuliffe: Kim Jobe & Belynnda Mills 

Moore: LeeAnna Weaver 
Rosa Parks: Gina Ward 

Rosa Parks Early Childhood Center: 
Megan Lessley & Heide Donalson 

Peters: Leigh Ann Keller & Kay Leslie 
Sixth/Seventh Grade: Margaret Lewis 

and Dr. Pam Bradley 
Eighth Grade: Laura Reynolds 

Intermediate: Cindy Brown 
Alternative: Melissa Wyatt 

&Kim Unruh 
High School: Barb Swinburne, 
Amy Riker & Dr. Janet Dunlop 
Evening/Summer Adacerny: 

Chuck Hanna 
Teaching & Learning: Dr. Kirt Hartzler 

& JoAnn Bodenstab 
Finance: Melva Curtis 

Technology: Lee Snodgrass 
Human Resources: Andra Holcomb 
Community Education: Pam McLeod 

Support Services: jan Shanahan 
& Betty Dean 

Child Nutrition: Vivian Brown 
Transportation: Gary Greenhill 

& Justin Porter 
Fine Arts: Phyllis Whisman 

Athletics: Emily Stone & Rhonda Duke 
Spirit: Amy McCready & Sandie Hoyt 

Varsity Cheer: Kim Minihan 
JV Cheer: Chris Chenoweth 

9th Grade Cheer: Micki Hess-Curtis 
8th Grade Cheer: Bart Trentham 

Highsteppers: Pam Neeley 
JV Highsteppers: Lisa Welch 
Varsity Porn: Jamie Asbury 

JV Porn: Kristie Stretch 
9th Grade Porn: Amy Schwier 
8th Grade Porn: Deni Stuart 

High School Band: Jeff Davis 
Graduation Celebration: 

Donna Wooten 
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Boys' Cross Country and Girls' Volleyball 
Earn State Honors 

The boys' cross country team, under 
coach Mike Stanton, won the state 
championship for the second year in a 
row, and Steven Baker repeated with 
the individual championship. Taylor 
Monaghan was a close second. 

Both earned All-State honors. Alex 
Baker, placed 15'h and was an honorable 
mention All-Stater. Erik Alnes and Alex 
Webb ran extremely well and rounded 
out the scoring for the state champions. 

The Union girls' cross country team 
finished in 6th place, with Jacqueline 
Alnes placing 20th. 

The boys won the East Regional, and 
Baker, Monaghan and Baker were in the 
top 10 and made the All-Regional Team, 
while the girls placed second behind 
Sarah Daggett's first-place finish. 
Daggett, Jacqueline Alnes and Kendall 
Godfrey all finished in the top 10 and 
made the All-Regional Team. 

The girls volleyball team made it to state 
semifinals, defeating Jenks, 29-27, 25-15 
and 25-11 in Friday's first round, before 
they were eliminated by Edmond Santa 

Fe Saturday in the semifinals 25-18, 26-
24, 25-19. 

"The volleyball team deserves congrat
ulations for a great season and for 
making it to the semifinals," Assistant 
Athletics Director Emily Stone said. 

Union's Steven Baker leads the field at the two
mile mark on his way to winning the 6A state 
cross country championships at Mitch Park in 
Edmond - for the second year in a row. Brett 
Deering/ Courtesy of the Tulsa World 

Promoting "First Downs for Downs" are: #66 Brian Mathis holding Lucy Kennon, Trainer Brett Boland, 
#94 T J Martin holding Darnaby student Grail Inclan, trainer Charlie Fletcher, # 71 Brian DeShane 
holding Darnaby student Sarita Torres, and in front, Darnaby student Sarah Parrack. 

Union Public Schools 
8506 E. 61st Street Tulsa, OK 

74133-1926 
www.unionps.org 

--

Spirit Teams 
Collect 

Honors, Awards 

Union spirit teams have collected a lot of -
accolades since school began this year. 

Varsity Cheer won second in the state 
and first place at regionals, while the 
Highsteppers and Varsity Porn won first 
place honors at the Tulsa State Fair 
competition. The Highsteppers and Porn 
face state competition in December and 
go to nationals next year, while Varsity 
Cheer faces national competition over 
the winter break. 

At the junior varsity level, the cheer 
team placed first at regionals, while the 
porn and dance squads placed second. 
Spirit members in 9'h and 8'h grade also 
received a number of honors and awards. 
A complete list of awards has been posted 
on the Activities section of the Union web 
site at www.unionps.org. 

Union Football 
"Teams Up" with 
Down Syndrome 

Association 

Union Football is working with the Dowi. 
Syndrome Association of Tulsa to raise 
money for Downs Research in an effort 
everyone is calling"FirstDownsfor Downs!" 

Union Football Booster Club president 
Stan Martin said, "We are collecting 
donations through our web site, 
unionredskinsfootball.com. On our web 
site, you will see the First Downs for 
Downs link which will take you to a web 
site that will accept your credit card 
donation. Union Football has always been 
about much more than championship 
football. Let's take it a step further and 
use our loyal following to benefit this 
great cause." 

All money collected will be donated to 
the Down Syndrome Association of Tulsa 
and used to provide disability awareness 
materials for Union Schools. 


