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Highsteppers & Porn Kick Their Way to the Top Union Swimmers 
Set Records The Union Highsteppers and 

Varsity Porn were both crowned 
state champions this year. In 
fact, Union's various porn and 
dance squads took home 11 
state champion trophies and 
one academic award. 

Union swimmers set records following 
the 2007 Union Invitational Swim Meet. 
Seven area teams competed, and Union 
swimmers broke two school relay 
records. 

The Women's 200 Meter Medley Relay 
team of Rachel Wolfe (senior), Rachel 
Bailey and Rachael Reagan (juniors), and 
Kayla Bertalot (freshman) set a new 
school record of 2:15.95. 

For the Highsteppers, the win 
marked the school's 27th state 
dance championship in the 30-
year history of the team. 
Union's porn team has been 
equally impressive, having won 
a state championship in at least 
one category since 1992. 

Teams which won state champi

Union Varsity Porn, posing here after winning 1st place in both 
Hip-Hop and Porn categories at the Universal Dance Assodation 
Competition, was later named state champions. The Union 
Highsteppers also won the state championship for the 27th 
year in a row. 

T:1e Men's 200 Medley Relay team of 
Kameron Killam and Austin Hill (sen
iors), Nelson Head (junior), and Sam 
Anderson (sophomore), also made histo
ry by posting a school best time of 
1:5 5.43. 

on trophies this year included 6th Grade 
Dance in 6th Grade Mix; 7th Grade 
Dance in 7th Grade Mix; 7th Grade Porn, 
8th Grade Porn, 8th Grade Dance in 
Kick, 9th Grade Porn (in both Porn and 
Hip Hop), Junior Varsity Porn in Hip
Hop, and Junior Varsity Highsteppers, 
as well as Varsity Porn and the 
Highsteppers. In addition, the 7th 
Grade Porn won an academic award. 

State runner-up teams included 8th 
Grade Dance in Jazz, 8th Grade Porn in 
Hip Hop; JV Porn, JV Highsteppers in 
Jazz and Varsity Porn in Hip-Hop. The 
Highsteppers also won third place in 
Jazz. 

In addition, state champion awards 
from the Solo/Ensemble division, 
included: 

Gatorade Awards 
Announced 

Varsity Cross Country runners Sara 
Vaughn and Steven Baker have been 
named by Gatorade as the Girls' and 
Boys' Cross Country Runners of the 
Year for Oklahoma. 

The award recognizes not only out
standing athletic excellence, but also 
high standards of academic achieve
ment and exemplary character demon
strated on and off the racecourse. 

Union Public Schools 
8506 E. 6lst Street 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133-1926 
www.unionps.org 

• Highstepper Officers - 2nd Place 
Senior Large Ensemble: Hannah 
Moreland, Courtney Young, Brittany 
Black, Allie Nichols and jessie 
Robertson 
• Highstepper Members (Hannah Carr 
and Madison Leeseberg) - 2nd Place 
Senior Large Ensemble 
• JV Porn Members (Jessica Bailey and 
John Crockett) - 2nd Place Senior Small 
Ensemble. 

Individual winners from Union and their 
events were Rachael Reagan (junior) 200 
Meter Individual Medley, Rachel Bailey 
(junior) 100 Meter Butterfly, Megan 
Myers (freshman) 400 Meter Freestyle, 
Rachel Bailey (junior) 100 Meter 
Backstroke, Nelson Head (junior) 100 
Meter Backstroke. 

Lady Redskins Win Mid-America Basketball Tournament 

The Union Lady-R:'edskfu.s Varsity Basketball team won the Bertha Frank Teague, Mid
America Bas_ketbill Tourna~ent at East .{::entral l;J!'l'i.Ver~ity in Ada. 

< ' 

The tournament was 
an invi tation-only 
tournament featuring 
the best '- teams from 
across t he state of 
Oklahom~ )n all class
es. The Lady Redskins 
took first place by 
beating the two-time 
state champion 
Preston Tigers in the 
final game. 

Players Lindsay 
Pahner and Destinee 
Frierson made the All
Tournament team and 
Frierson was voted 
Tournament MVP. 

The Union Lady Redskins Varsity Basketball team celebrates after winning 
the Bertha Frank Teague, Mid-America Basketball Tournament at East 
Central University in Ada. 

I 
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New Clinic is the Latest Example of Union's Emphasis on Good Health 

Union is waging a campaign to improve 
the health and wellness of students, 
staff and the community on several 
fronts . 

The SouthCrest Wellness and Sports 
Medicine Center at the UMAC offers 
some of the region's best equipment, 
programs and guidance for getting in 
shape and maintaining optimum health. 
Between 1,600 and 2,000 people use the 
outstanding facility. Employees receive 
a discount, and memberships range 
from $15 for students to $35 for non
district residents. For more informa
tion, call461-7878. 

Union is meeting or exceeding state 
requirements to provide physical educa
tion for students, such as the state's 
requirement for at least 60 minutes per 
week for P.E. The Child Nutrition depart
ment launched a monthly newsletter 
this year, touting the importance of 
nutrition. Child Nutrition also hopes to 
introduce healthier foods and snacks, 
including more fresh fruits and vegeta
bles, reduce sugar intake and eliminate 
food with trans fat. 

~~ ~· parent~l• 
With the click of a mouse, parents can 
now check on the progress their student 
is making in any subject. Union Parent 
OnLine is a password-protected link on 
the district's website that allows them 
to monitor assignments, grades, sched
ules and attendance. 

"We are excited to roll out this conven
ient way for parents to access important 
information that will assist in their chil
dren's learning," said Dr. Kirt Hartzler, 
Assistant Superintendent for Teaching 
and Learning. "The service covers all 
Union students, but since pre-kinder
gartners through third graders use 
checklists to measure progress, letter 
grades are not posted for that age 
group," he explained. 

Safeguards are in place so that only 
those authorized may have access. 
Parents download an authorization 
form and must then sign it and take it to 
their student's school. (If there are sib
lings in more than one Union school, 
authorization forms to access all of the 
siblings' grades can be taken to any of 
those schools.) Once parents show a 
photo I.D. and follow a few simple 
online steps, the access process is com
plete. Start the process today! Visit 
www.unionps.org! 

Opening in March, a new employee med
ical clinic will provide convenient, 
immediate access to high-quality med
ical care from a physician at a lower cost 
than through other providers. 

Thanks to a partnership with OU 
Physicians Tulsa, staff at the clinic will 
treat routine medical problems such as 
colds, flu and sinus infections; conduct 
blood testing and do physical examina
tions for qualifying employees. Because 
the clinic will be available to staff at a 
low cost, officials believe it will give 
them an advantage in attracting and 

retaining employees - and reduce t 
payer costs associated with rising healt: 
care expenses. 

Union also provides health care services 
for community schools and patrons 
through Bedlam Clinics located at Rosa 
Parks and Clark Elementary Schools 
through its partnership with the 
University of Oklahoma. In addition, the 
Tulsa City County Health Department 
partners with Union via special lectures 
and various health campaigns, such as 
the "Don't Bug Me" flu campaign. 

Ice Storm Closes Schools for Days 
A December ice storm knocked out 
power to thousands of Union families 
and forced school to be closed five days. 

Five snow days had been built into the 
school calendar, which pushed the last 
day of school to May 29. However, the 
date for the last day of school is still 
contingent on weather. The Board of 
Education usually makes a decision on 
the last day of school in the spring. 

In the aftermath of the storm, the Union 
Multipurpose Activity Center served as 
a staging ground for utility trucks and a 

'(;:-, 
;, 

Enhanced Phone Me~:a~g ' · 
sx stem Launched~-·. 
P...._'$ 

The De.€ember ice storm proved to be 
the perfe~t test for the d1sti'ict's new 
Connect-Ed telephone messaging serv
ice. The web-based system·' allowed 

<t' ....... 

Superintendent Cathy Burden to make 
instant phone calls to falllhes during 
the power outage, informing' them of 
decisions about school closings. Since 
then, information· ll}essages have been 
sent such as those about a town hail 
meeting, an Advanced Placement p'arent 
night, and a parent night for Native 
American students. 

The system also allows eachl school to 
make automated calls to parents to let 
them know when their students are 
absent. Boevers Elementary and the 
Sixth Grade level at the Sixth/ Seventh 
Grade Center were the first to roll out 
the attendance portion. 

If you need to update your student's 
contact information, or if we called you 
by mistake, please contact our 
Enrollment Center: benne.carolyn@ 
unionps.org or 357-6153. 

place to sleep for some 500 workers. Air 
mattresses lined the hallways, lockers 
and other rooms for several days. 

Scores of utility cover the parking lot at 
the Union Multipurpose Activity Center, which 
played an integraln~rt in the massive relief effort 
to bring back power to the Tulsa County area 
after December's ice storm. 

When school re-opened and into the 
first sever.al days of the new year, Child 
Nutrition "'adjusted several lunch menus 
at some schools because of food loss. 

" Tlie schools primarily affected were 
Andersen, Boevers, Briarglen, Grove, 
Peters and the 8th Grade Center. The 
remaining schools were able to adhere 
to the original planned menu. Union was 
also unable to provide snacks during 
the last week of December for the after
school programs. 

On the Cover 
Among the many activities after school at 
Clark Elementary School · and there are a lot 
of them! - is the fun of the Extended Day 
Program. Srudenrs have the run of the school 
playground and share in srrucrured activi· • 
ties under the supervision of trained adults.¥ 
Each elementary school has an Extended Day 
Program · for more information, visit the 
Teaching and Learning section at 
www.unionps.org. Pictured left to right are: 
Leilani Wells, Hadlee Gilt ]ayla Burgess, Piper 
Ferguson and Raleigh Seaton. 
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Union teach
ers, students, and alum

ni have made several 
recent newsworthy accom-

plishments. 

e Union graduate Andre 
• Boustani, Class of 2001, won 

$50,000 on Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire? He is now a med stu
dent in Nashville. 

T • Mike Stanton was named the 
T Region 7 Cross Country Coach of 

the Year and Shannon Clark was 
named the Region 7 Cheer Coach 
of the Year. 

• The UHS Student Council won 
the Community Service Award at the 
Student Council State Convention. The 
award honored Leadership students for 
their work to organize a senior prom for 
Woodland Terrace Assisted Living and 
Retirement senior citizens. 

• Teachers Amanda Kennedy, Grove; 
Sandy Moore, Clark; Shawna Taylor, 8th 
Grade and Natalie Jabbour-Sidawi, 
Intermediate, received the Coffman 
Distance Learning Scholarship to pursue 
a master's degree in Bilingual Educa
tion/ Teaching English as a Second 
Language offered by the Univ.ed rcy:-<'of 
Central Oklahoma. Only J2 out of 90 
applicants were selected. -

• 575 seventh graders jo{ped Drug-Free 
Youth during the school:s annual drive. 
Students make a commitment to be 
drug free and take a drug tt;st. 

• D-FY students raised money to pro
vide gifts for 1,524 Union students and 
food for 433 families during the recent~ 
holiday season as part of the annual I 
Care Project. The project benefited 882 
district families. 

• Molly Springer has been hired as a 
community service coordinator for the 
district's community schools, Rosa 
Parks and Clark. The position was fund
ed by a $65,000 QuikTrip grant. 

• Seventh grade gymnast Mackenzie 
Kulka won the bronze medal in her divi
sion in the World Age Group Champion
ship in Canada, making her a contender 
for the U.S. Junior National Team. 

• Senior trumpet player Michael 
Howland was named to the Jazz Band of 
America, a rare achievement for a 
school. The conductor has not been cho
sen but last year's guest conductor was 
Wynton Marsalis. 
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Varsity Cheer Squad Wins Second National Title 

Making his
tory, the 
Union Var
sity Cheer 
squad won 
two back-to
hack national 
titles in the 
National 
Cheer Asso
ciation Na
tional Cham
pionships. 

"This was the 
first time in 
NCA history .,_F_o_,_r~t-he-second year in a row, Union's 
for any Varsity Cheer squad brought home the 
squad to National Championship. 

earn a National Championship in the 
individual category and Grand National 
Champion two years in a row," said Amy 
McCready, assistant athletic director. 
The squad competed in the Super Large 

Senior Gracie Ibemere plays the string bass dur· 
.ing a winter concert of the High School orches· 
tra. "She is a fantastic player," said teacher Pete 
Peterson. 

Seniors Make Perfect Score 
on ACT 

Senior Lexie Kinion 
scored a perfect 36 on 
the ACT college 
entrance exam after pre
viously scoring high 
marks on the test. 

Lexie Kinion 
Earlier this year senior 
James Buchanan also scored a 36 on his 
ACT. In 2007, the national average 
score on the ACT was 21, and about one 
in 4,000 students made 36. 

Varsi
ty cat
egory, 
which 

on a 
squad. 
For the Grand National honor, Varsity 
Cheer earned the highest score of any 
squad competing at the NCA Nationals 
competition, beating more than 130 
teams. 

Union Senior Receives 
National Hispanic 

Recognition 

Senior Angela C. Harwood has been rec
ognized by the College 
Board's National Hispanic 
Recognition Program. 

The award recognizes 
exceptional academic 
achievements of Hispanic 
high school seniors and 
identifies them for post
secondary institutions. 

Angela 
Harwood 

Students enter the program by taking 
the Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/ 
NMSQT) as high school juniors and by 
identifying themselves as Hispanic. 

Only 4,000 students have been recog
nized nationally based upon their 
PSAT / NMSQT scores and their academic 
achievements. 



January-February, 2008 __________________________________________________________________ Page3 

March Forth to a Better Future on March 4th! 

The theme of our March 4th bond issue, 
"March Forth to a Better Future," is not 
only intended to help patrons remember 
the important voting date but to high
light that the progress of our district is 
dependent on bond funding. Union's 
annual bond issues provide funding for 
quality facilities, instructional books 
and equipment, and technology to sup
port teaching and learning. Passing 
bond issues also protects the school dis
trict's general fund to hire the best 
teachers and maintain low class sizes. 
Since no taxes are raised by passing the 
two bond propositions, the benefits of 
an award-winning school system pay 
obvious dividends to students, property 
owners, Tulsa's economy and our entire 
community. 

Prekindergarten and 
Kindergarten Enrollment 

Pre-K Enrollment Dates: 
Clark & Briarglen - April 22 

Boevers & Rosa Parks - April 23 
Grove & McAuliffe - April 24 

Darnaby - April 29 I Jarman - April 30 
Moore - May 1 I Peters - May 6 

Andersen & Bementary #13 -May 7 
Cedar Ridge - May s· .. 

Kindergarten Enrollment Dates: 
Oark, Briarglen & Boevers- May 12 

Rosa Parks, Grove & McAuliffe - May 13 
Darnaby, Jarman & Moore - May 14 

Peters & Andersen- May 15 
Cedar Ridge & Bementary #13 -May 16 

For more information pleas~, call the 
Enrollment Center information line 357-
6215 or you may speak with an enroll
ment staff member by calling 357-6150 
or 357-6153. For your convenience, Pre
K enrollment packets will be available at 
each elementary site prior to your 
enrollment date. 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and january by Union Public Schools, 8506 E. 
61st Street, Tulsa, OK 74133-1926. It is issued 
to patrons of the Union Public School District 
free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
~ethell is Communications Executive Director/ 
editor. The Communicator staff includes Andy 
Erwin, janie Froman, Beverly Thu=el and 
Mike Vore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, 
OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Communicator, 8506 E. 6lst Street, Tulsa, 
OK 74133-1926, or call 357-6015. 

by Cathy Burden, Ph.D., Superintendent 

And speaking of award-winning! 
Certified staff members at three Union 
schools have been recognized for their 
contribution to outstanding student 
performance on the state Academic 
Performance Index (API). The API pri
marily considers test results and atten
dance. 

The Roy Clark faculty each received 
$500 awards for significant API im
provement and the Marshall T. Moore 
faculty members each received $500 for 
having schoolwide high scores. Faculty 
members at Cedar Ridge received 
$3,000 bonuses for earning the highest 
API in the state schoolwidc. 

Additional bonuses from the state have 
recognized fifty-six Union teachers, 
nine psychologists, and thirteen speech
language pathologists for earning 
National Board Certified status. For 
demonstrating proficiency at this pro
fessional level they will receive a $5,000 
bonus from the State of Oklahoma 
annually for ten years. Congratulations 
to all. 

Williams Wins Re-Election 
':J' 

Voter~ ,in Zone 3 re-elected JM -Williams 
to serve as their representative on the 
Union Board of Education. Williams, a 
long-tim'e resident of the dist~ict and 
current Board member, received 65% of 
the vote c'ompared to the 3 s% received 
by his chjill~"nger Albert Shults, a retired 
pastor. · 

Zone 3 is Clark, Briarglen, a portion of 
the Rosa Parks boundary and part of the 
Grove. boundary. 

8th grade government teachers 
Art Mcilroy and Shelley Zevnik
Breece pose with several stu· 
dents, who are dressed as 
American 'colonialists, 
as some of the fn.,<~m<., 
Founding Fathers such 
George Washington 
Benjamin Franklin. During 
annual activity, students 
reports about the first 
Constitutional Convention. 

Shown here left to right are: 
Front Row - Riley Barnes, 
Hunter Boeken, Ashley 
and Kelsey Gulick; Back Row 
Sam ]ellison, Art Mcilroy, 
Shelley Zevnik-Breece. 

Union facilities are making it easier for special 
education students to train for the Special 
Olympics. About once a week, a number of the 
students head to the SouthCrest Wellness and 
Sports Medicine Center to train. Students may 
use treadmills, lift weights and exercise in other 
ways that will help them train - but more impor· 
tantly stay fit. Teacher Kern Morrow congratu
lates junior ]hone Byrd after he finished lifting 
weights. 

More Union Teachers 
Receive National Board 

Certification 

Several Union teachers obtained 
National Board Certification this school 
year. They include: Jona Ghose, Melinda 
Herrington, Jessica Hilton, Debra Ann 
Reeves, Ann Sinning, Diana (Dixie) Tate, 
Denise Thomas, Roxie Eesley, Rebecca 
Hacker, Donna Hardway, Rhonda 
Johnson, Dallas Koehn, Michelle 
Matthews, Rebecca Morales and Sharon 
Trogdon. Evelyn Roberts recently 
extended her certification through the 
school year 2017. 

Oklahoma ranks sixth in the nation for 
new National Board Certified Teachers 
and ninth for overall totaL Union has 56. 
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Entryways Revamped Across the District 

Union Public Schools plans to retrofit 
the entrances to all of the secondary 
school sites in an effort to make each 
school more secure and safe for stu
dents and staff. 

The front entry to the 6th/7th Grade 
Center was redesigned last summer 
when the receptionist's desk was moved 
back to allow more room for visitors 
and electromagnetic doors were 
installed to keep visitors from walking 
into the school without checking in with 
the receptionist first. The receptionist 
has a switch that can be pressed to 
allow the visitors to pass into the 
schooL 

Visitors to the 8th Grade Center have to 
pass by the receptionist and sit in a 
waiting room before they are given 
clearance to the rest of the schooL 

This spring, Union will retrofit the 
Intermediate High School with sliding 

Adult Education Moves 
Offices, Class Locations 

The Adult Education Learning Center 
has moved to the Green Country Event 
Center east of 31st and Garnett. The 
new address is 12000 East 31st Street, 
Building 6. The move allows Community 
Education to house its offices, childcare 
and classes in the same building and is 
closer to home for many students. 

Community Education is also partnering 
with Catoosa Public Schools to provide 
GED and English as a Second Language 
classes in Catoosa; Catoosa would pro
vide space for classes while Union pro
vides the instruction. Union already pro
vides services for Broken Arrow, Rogers 
County and Osage County. 

glass doors that lead visitors to a 
vestibule with electromagnetic doors 
operated by the receptionist. 

During the summer, Union will retrofit 
the High School although no decisions 
have been made yet on how to handle 
entries because there are currently three 
main entryways to the schooL 

A NION I Gr.\~lA.\tiOY\ Cclcbr.\,tioY\ 

Plans are in the works for this years 
Graduation Celebration event. A post 
celebration party is scheduled for all 
seniors to provide them with a fun, safe, 
alcohol-free and drug-free atmosphere 
after their commencement ceremony. 
Committee members are looking for 
businesses to help with the costs of this 
annual event. If you own or work for a 
company that is willing to help out 
please contact Teala McKenzie at 724-
2440. Junior parents are needed also to 
chair for the '09 class. 

Attendance Policy Revised 

Union has revised its attendance policy 
to give students an opportunity to com
plete and receive credit for any work 
missed, even if absences were unex
cused. In the past, students with unex
cused absences received no credit, or a 
zero grade, for the missed assignment, 
said Charlie Bushyhead, executive direc
tor for secondary education. 

Excused absences must meet one of the 
following conditions: a student was 
absent because of a mental or physical 
disability (sickness), which is supported 
by a written statement from a physician; 
a student was absent because of an 
observance of a religious holiday; or a 
student was absent because of an emer
gency. If a student misses school for 
any other reason, the absence is consid
ered unexcused. Ten or more unexcused 
absences per semester may result in a 
failing grade, and the student has the 
right to appeal. 

The biggest reason for the change in 
attendance policy is to give students 
every opportunity to succeed in schooL 

Intermediate biology students 
DeShaun Claitt, Jessica Cowan, 
and Hunter Bearden get a lesson 
in forensics as they learn 
possible careers in this growing 
field from Diana Spencer, coor
dinator of Tulsa Community 
College's biotechnology depart
ment. 

Spencer visited students in 
Andrea Gaines' class as part of a 
grant from the National Science 
Foundation to TCC, giving stu
dents access to sophisticated 
equipment used in forensic sci
ence. 

ACT 8-Night Course 
Monday and Wednesday nights, 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 
March 10, 12, 24, 26, 31, 

April 2, 7 and 9 

Registration Deadline: Feb. 29, 2008 
Cost is $75 

Union High School, 1~ 
Rooms 1201 & 1202 , } 

For more information contact 
Lynette Foreman, 357-6033 

or foreman.lynette@unionps.org 
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Rosa Park's gifted fifth 
graders presented the 
Oklahoma Wax Museum 
recently, portraying 
famous people {rom 
Oklahoma's history. 
Pictured here are aeft to 
right): front row: r== :::;;;;r,..-..., 
Pawnee Bill (Micah 
Hertzog), Mickey Mantle 
(Connor Kirsch), 
Sequoyah (Colton 
Cupps); second row: jim 
Thorpe (Tommy Cox), 
Garth Brooks (Ross 
Castro), Leona Mitchell 
(Bethel Melake), JC 
Watts (Kristepher 
Shipp), Will Rogers aulia 
Kim), Shannon Miller 
(Darian johnson); and 
back row: Maria 
Tallchief (Megan 
Frerichs), and Shannon 
Lucid (Hailey 
Chamberlin). 

Boevers third grade teacher Linda Maxwell 
watches as Gabe David reads a book to her in 
class. 

Cedar Ridge enrichment stu
dents received a unique visit 
as part of a letter-writing proj
ect to Chinese students in 
Anquing, China. 

As a special treat, Alice Wang, 
a Chinese exchange teacher at 
Bishop Kelly, came over after a 
school day with high school 
students to share pictures of 
Anquing, China, and other 
interesting spots in China. 
Alice is shown here helping 
Wyatt Ballenger with his proj
ect. 

Celebrating the pio
neer days of 
Oklahoma, Jarman 
third grader jacob 
Giefer pretends to 
hold up classmates 
Caleb Davis and 
Jarrett Stites and 
teacher Sonya Neece. 
Many students 
dressed up as pio· 
neers or turn-of-the
century Native 
Americans. 

january-February, 2008 

Grove Hosts 
"The Organ Wise Guys" 

Grove Elementary School was selected 
by Blue Cross/Blue Shield as one of 20 
schools in the state to host a special 
assembly designed to promote child 
wellness. In fact, Grove hosted two 
assemblies on "The Organ Wise Guys." 

"This is part of their child wellness pro-
gram," Principal Angela Bauer said. 
"They also gave us $3,000 worth of 
classroom materials for our teachers to 
use with the students. And, they sent us 
a national presenter who showed state 
presenters how to do the assemblies." 

january-February, 2008 --------------------------------------------------------------~ageS 

McAuliffe Principal Kim Whiteley - who will 
serve as principal of Union's new elementary, 
poses with administrators Cynthia Solomon, Dr. 
Kathy Dodd, Dr. Kirt Hartzler, Gretchen Haas
Bethel~ Michelle Bergwall and Jarod Mendenhall 
during the topping ceremony on November 30, 
2007. The topping ceremony is a special event 
in which a steel beam signed by planners of a 
building is added to the uppermost part of the 
new construction. A number of signatures can 
be seen below the American and Union flags. 
The name of the school, which will open this 
fall, will be determined by a committee and, the 
Board of Education this spring.;:- ~ _,: 

Important Notice 
(" 

It is critical that the district has current 
contact information for your students. 
If you did not update your primary 
phone number, emergency"' contacts 
and/or e-mail address on tlie_iorm sent 
home with your student in January, or 
you need to update it again, please con
tact the Enrollment Center: benne.car
olyn@unionps.org or 357-6153. 

The idea was McAuliffe 
Assistant Principal Rita 
Martin's - and she had to suf
fer for it too by wearing a 
Sooner Schooner hat all day 
after students turned in more 
cans for the University of 
Oklahoma side instead of her 
beloved Oklahoma State 
University side in a Bedlam 
canned food drive challenge. 
Martin is not smiling; neither 
is her lone OSU supporter: 
Mason Farquhar. Principal 
Kim Whiteley, of course, an I..;J ... IIII!~ 
OU fan, and her cadre of OU 
supporters, were happy; she 
didn't have to wear a Cowboy 
hat. The event was for a good 
cause, a canned food drive for 
the needy, after alL 

Briarglen first 
graders Nancy and 
Ana Carreno keep 
warm as they wait 
to come inside 
during a 
school day. 

smiles, sitting to his mom, 
Ji Le. He, hlid invited her to be with him for a 
"Very Special Person Day'' at Peters. The 
Extended Day Program sponsored the event, 
inviting students to brjng a "special person" for 
fun and games. "It was a great event," assistant 
EDP coordinator Lorrie Field said. 

Andersen fifth grader Brooke Hall pummels a 
pile of cans with a pumpkin during Pioneer 
Days in observance of the lOOth birthday of 
Oklahoma. Other schools including Jarman and 
Darnaby also hosted similar activities designed 
to teach students about the state's history. 
Andersen's outdoor activities included early 
Oklahoma activities or games: a well bucket 
relay, sack races, Native American writing and 
even ''washing the clothes," while students in 
the enrichment classes participated in the 
Oklahoma Living Museum giving speeches on 
famous Oklahomans. 

Darnaby first grader Ryan Willey catches up on 
his reading work so he can join other students 
as they read books during DEAR time - "Drop 
Everything And Read." He is a student in 
LeeAnne Burns' classroom 
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Pictured here are aeft to 
right): front row: r== :::;;;;r,..-..., 
Pawnee Bill (Micah 
Hertzog), Mickey Mantle 
(Connor Kirsch), 
Sequoyah (Colton 
Cupps); second row: jim 
Thorpe (Tommy Cox), 
Garth Brooks (Ross 
Castro), Leona Mitchell 
(Bethel Melake), JC 
Watts (Kristepher 
Shipp), Will Rogers aulia 
Kim), Shannon Miller 
(Darian johnson); and 
back row: Maria 
Tallchief (Megan 
Frerichs), and Shannon 
Lucid (Hailey 
Chamberlin). 

Boevers third grade teacher Linda Maxwell 
watches as Gabe David reads a book to her in 
class. 

Cedar Ridge enrichment stu
dents received a unique visit 
as part of a letter-writing proj
ect to Chinese students in 
Anquing, China. 

As a special treat, Alice Wang, 
a Chinese exchange teacher at 
Bishop Kelly, came over after a 
school day with high school 
students to share pictures of 
Anquing, China, and other 
interesting spots in China. 
Alice is shown here helping 
Wyatt Ballenger with his proj
ect. 

Celebrating the pio
neer days of 
Oklahoma, Jarman 
third grader jacob 
Giefer pretends to 
hold up classmates 
Caleb Davis and 
Jarrett Stites and 
teacher Sonya Neece. 
Many students 
dressed up as pio· 
neers or turn-of-the
century Native 
Americans. 

january-February, 2008 

Grove Hosts 
"The Organ Wise Guys" 

Grove Elementary School was selected 
by Blue Cross/Blue Shield as one of 20 
schools in the state to host a special 
assembly designed to promote child 
wellness. In fact, Grove hosted two 
assemblies on "The Organ Wise Guys." 

"This is part of their child wellness pro-
gram," Principal Angela Bauer said. 
"They also gave us $3,000 worth of 
classroom materials for our teachers to 
use with the students. And, they sent us 
a national presenter who showed state 
presenters how to do the assemblies." 

january-February, 2008 --------------------------------------------------------------~ageS 

McAuliffe Principal Kim Whiteley - who will 
serve as principal of Union's new elementary, 
poses with administrators Cynthia Solomon, Dr. 
Kathy Dodd, Dr. Kirt Hartzler, Gretchen Haas
Bethel~ Michelle Bergwall and Jarod Mendenhall 
during the topping ceremony on November 30, 
2007. The topping ceremony is a special event 
in which a steel beam signed by planners of a 
building is added to the uppermost part of the 
new construction. A number of signatures can 
be seen below the American and Union flags. 
The name of the school, which will open this 
fall, will be determined by a committee and, the 
Board of Education this spring.;:- ~ _,: 

Important Notice 
(" 

It is critical that the district has current 
contact information for your students. 
If you did not update your primary 
phone number, emergency"' contacts 
and/or e-mail address on tlie_iorm sent 
home with your student in January, or 
you need to update it again, please con
tact the Enrollment Center: benne.car
olyn@unionps.org or 357-6153. 

The idea was McAuliffe 
Assistant Principal Rita 
Martin's - and she had to suf
fer for it too by wearing a 
Sooner Schooner hat all day 
after students turned in more 
cans for the University of 
Oklahoma side instead of her 
beloved Oklahoma State 
University side in a Bedlam 
canned food drive challenge. 
Martin is not smiling; neither 
is her lone OSU supporter: 
Mason Farquhar. Principal 
Kim Whiteley, of course, an I..;J ... IIII!~ 
OU fan, and her cadre of OU 
supporters, were happy; she 
didn't have to wear a Cowboy 
hat. The event was for a good 
cause, a canned food drive for 
the needy, after alL 

Briarglen first 
graders Nancy and 
Ana Carreno keep 
warm as they wait 
to come inside 
during a 
school day. 

smiles, sitting to his mom, 
Ji Le. He, hlid invited her to be with him for a 
"Very Special Person Day'' at Peters. The 
Extended Day Program sponsored the event, 
inviting students to brjng a "special person" for 
fun and games. "It was a great event," assistant 
EDP coordinator Lorrie Field said. 

Andersen fifth grader Brooke Hall pummels a 
pile of cans with a pumpkin during Pioneer 
Days in observance of the lOOth birthday of 
Oklahoma. Other schools including Jarman and 
Darnaby also hosted similar activities designed 
to teach students about the state's history. 
Andersen's outdoor activities included early 
Oklahoma activities or games: a well bucket 
relay, sack races, Native American writing and 
even ''washing the clothes," while students in 
the enrichment classes participated in the 
Oklahoma Living Museum giving speeches on 
famous Oklahomans. 

Darnaby first grader Ryan Willey catches up on 
his reading work so he can join other students 
as they read books during DEAR time - "Drop 
Everything And Read." He is a student in 
LeeAnne Burns' classroom 
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March Forth to a Better Future on March 4th! 

The theme of our March 4th bond issue, 
"March Forth to a Better Future," is not 
only intended to help patrons remember 
the important voting date but to high
light that the progress of our district is 
dependent on bond funding. Union's 
annual bond issues provide funding for 
quality facilities, instructional books 
and equipment, and technology to sup
port teaching and learning. Passing 
bond issues also protects the school dis
trict's general fund to hire the best 
teachers and maintain low class sizes. 
Since no taxes are raised by passing the 
two bond propositions, the benefits of 
an award-winning school system pay 
obvious dividends to students, property 
owners, Tulsa's economy and our entire 
community. 

Prekindergarten and 
Kindergarten Enrollment 

Pre-K Enrollment Dates: 
Clark & Briarglen - April 22 

Boevers & Rosa Parks - April 23 
Grove & McAuliffe - April 24 

Darnaby - April 29 I Jarman - April 30 
Moore - May 1 I Peters - May 6 

Andersen & Bementary #13 -May 7 
Cedar Ridge - May s· .. 

Kindergarten Enrollment Dates: 
Oark, Briarglen & Boevers- May 12 

Rosa Parks, Grove & McAuliffe - May 13 
Darnaby, Jarman & Moore - May 14 

Peters & Andersen- May 15 
Cedar Ridge & Bementary #13 -May 16 

For more information pleas~, call the 
Enrollment Center information line 357-
6215 or you may speak with an enroll
ment staff member by calling 357-6150 
or 357-6153. For your convenience, Pre
K enrollment packets will be available at 
each elementary site prior to your 
enrollment date. 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and january by Union Public Schools, 8506 E. 
61st Street, Tulsa, OK 74133-1926. It is issued 
to patrons of the Union Public School District 
free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
~ethell is Communications Executive Director/ 
editor. The Communicator staff includes Andy 
Erwin, janie Froman, Beverly Thu=el and 
Mike Vore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, 
OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Communicator, 8506 E. 6lst Street, Tulsa, 
OK 74133-1926, or call 357-6015. 

by Cathy Burden, Ph.D., Superintendent 

And speaking of award-winning! 
Certified staff members at three Union 
schools have been recognized for their 
contribution to outstanding student 
performance on the state Academic 
Performance Index (API). The API pri
marily considers test results and atten
dance. 

The Roy Clark faculty each received 
$500 awards for significant API im
provement and the Marshall T. Moore 
faculty members each received $500 for 
having schoolwide high scores. Faculty 
members at Cedar Ridge received 
$3,000 bonuses for earning the highest 
API in the state schoolwidc. 

Additional bonuses from the state have 
recognized fifty-six Union teachers, 
nine psychologists, and thirteen speech
language pathologists for earning 
National Board Certified status. For 
demonstrating proficiency at this pro
fessional level they will receive a $5,000 
bonus from the State of Oklahoma 
annually for ten years. Congratulations 
to all. 

Williams Wins Re-Election 
':J' 

Voter~ ,in Zone 3 re-elected JM -Williams 
to serve as their representative on the 
Union Board of Education. Williams, a 
long-tim'e resident of the dist~ict and 
current Board member, received 65% of 
the vote c'ompared to the 3 s% received 
by his chjill~"nger Albert Shults, a retired 
pastor. · 

Zone 3 is Clark, Briarglen, a portion of 
the Rosa Parks boundary and part of the 
Grove. boundary. 

8th grade government teachers 
Art Mcilroy and Shelley Zevnik
Breece pose with several stu· 
dents, who are dressed as 
American 'colonialists, 
as some of the fn.,<~m<., 
Founding Fathers such 
George Washington 
Benjamin Franklin. During 
annual activity, students 
reports about the first 
Constitutional Convention. 

Shown here left to right are: 
Front Row - Riley Barnes, 
Hunter Boeken, Ashley 
and Kelsey Gulick; Back Row 
Sam ]ellison, Art Mcilroy, 
Shelley Zevnik-Breece. 

Union facilities are making it easier for special 
education students to train for the Special 
Olympics. About once a week, a number of the 
students head to the SouthCrest Wellness and 
Sports Medicine Center to train. Students may 
use treadmills, lift weights and exercise in other 
ways that will help them train - but more impor· 
tantly stay fit. Teacher Kern Morrow congratu
lates junior ]hone Byrd after he finished lifting 
weights. 

More Union Teachers 
Receive National Board 

Certification 

Several Union teachers obtained 
National Board Certification this school 
year. They include: Jona Ghose, Melinda 
Herrington, Jessica Hilton, Debra Ann 
Reeves, Ann Sinning, Diana (Dixie) Tate, 
Denise Thomas, Roxie Eesley, Rebecca 
Hacker, Donna Hardway, Rhonda 
Johnson, Dallas Koehn, Michelle 
Matthews, Rebecca Morales and Sharon 
Trogdon. Evelyn Roberts recently 
extended her certification through the 
school year 2017. 

Oklahoma ranks sixth in the nation for 
new National Board Certified Teachers 
and ninth for overall totaL Union has 56. 
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Entryways Revamped Across the District 

Union Public Schools plans to retrofit 
the entrances to all of the secondary 
school sites in an effort to make each 
school more secure and safe for stu
dents and staff. 

The front entry to the 6th/7th Grade 
Center was redesigned last summer 
when the receptionist's desk was moved 
back to allow more room for visitors 
and electromagnetic doors were 
installed to keep visitors from walking 
into the school without checking in with 
the receptionist first. The receptionist 
has a switch that can be pressed to 
allow the visitors to pass into the 
schooL 

Visitors to the 8th Grade Center have to 
pass by the receptionist and sit in a 
waiting room before they are given 
clearance to the rest of the schooL 

This spring, Union will retrofit the 
Intermediate High School with sliding 

Adult Education Moves 
Offices, Class Locations 

The Adult Education Learning Center 
has moved to the Green Country Event 
Center east of 31st and Garnett. The 
new address is 12000 East 31st Street, 
Building 6. The move allows Community 
Education to house its offices, childcare 
and classes in the same building and is 
closer to home for many students. 

Community Education is also partnering 
with Catoosa Public Schools to provide 
GED and English as a Second Language 
classes in Catoosa; Catoosa would pro
vide space for classes while Union pro
vides the instruction. Union already pro
vides services for Broken Arrow, Rogers 
County and Osage County. 

glass doors that lead visitors to a 
vestibule with electromagnetic doors 
operated by the receptionist. 

During the summer, Union will retrofit 
the High School although no decisions 
have been made yet on how to handle 
entries because there are currently three 
main entryways to the schooL 

A NION I Gr.\~lA.\tiOY\ Cclcbr.\,tioY\ 

Plans are in the works for this years 
Graduation Celebration event. A post 
celebration party is scheduled for all 
seniors to provide them with a fun, safe, 
alcohol-free and drug-free atmosphere 
after their commencement ceremony. 
Committee members are looking for 
businesses to help with the costs of this 
annual event. If you own or work for a 
company that is willing to help out 
please contact Teala McKenzie at 724-
2440. Junior parents are needed also to 
chair for the '09 class. 

Attendance Policy Revised 

Union has revised its attendance policy 
to give students an opportunity to com
plete and receive credit for any work 
missed, even if absences were unex
cused. In the past, students with unex
cused absences received no credit, or a 
zero grade, for the missed assignment, 
said Charlie Bushyhead, executive direc
tor for secondary education. 

Excused absences must meet one of the 
following conditions: a student was 
absent because of a mental or physical 
disability (sickness), which is supported 
by a written statement from a physician; 
a student was absent because of an 
observance of a religious holiday; or a 
student was absent because of an emer
gency. If a student misses school for 
any other reason, the absence is consid
ered unexcused. Ten or more unexcused 
absences per semester may result in a 
failing grade, and the student has the 
right to appeal. 

The biggest reason for the change in 
attendance policy is to give students 
every opportunity to succeed in schooL 

Intermediate biology students 
DeShaun Claitt, Jessica Cowan, 
and Hunter Bearden get a lesson 
in forensics as they learn 
possible careers in this growing 
field from Diana Spencer, coor
dinator of Tulsa Community 
College's biotechnology depart
ment. 

Spencer visited students in 
Andrea Gaines' class as part of a 
grant from the National Science 
Foundation to TCC, giving stu
dents access to sophisticated 
equipment used in forensic sci
ence. 

ACT 8-Night Course 
Monday and Wednesday nights, 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 
March 10, 12, 24, 26, 31, 

April 2, 7 and 9 

Registration Deadline: Feb. 29, 2008 
Cost is $75 

Union High School, 1~ 
Rooms 1201 & 1202 , } 

For more information contact 
Lynette Foreman, 357-6033 

or foreman.lynette@unionps.org 
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New Clinic is the Latest Example of Union's Emphasis on Good Health 

Union is waging a campaign to improve 
the health and wellness of students, 
staff and the community on several 
fronts . 

The SouthCrest Wellness and Sports 
Medicine Center at the UMAC offers 
some of the region's best equipment, 
programs and guidance for getting in 
shape and maintaining optimum health. 
Between 1,600 and 2,000 people use the 
outstanding facility. Employees receive 
a discount, and memberships range 
from $15 for students to $35 for non
district residents. For more informa
tion, call461-7878. 

Union is meeting or exceeding state 
requirements to provide physical educa
tion for students, such as the state's 
requirement for at least 60 minutes per 
week for P.E. The Child Nutrition depart
ment launched a monthly newsletter 
this year, touting the importance of 
nutrition. Child Nutrition also hopes to 
introduce healthier foods and snacks, 
including more fresh fruits and vegeta
bles, reduce sugar intake and eliminate 
food with trans fat. 

~~ ~· parent~l• 
With the click of a mouse, parents can 
now check on the progress their student 
is making in any subject. Union Parent 
OnLine is a password-protected link on 
the district's website that allows them 
to monitor assignments, grades, sched
ules and attendance. 

"We are excited to roll out this conven
ient way for parents to access important 
information that will assist in their chil
dren's learning," said Dr. Kirt Hartzler, 
Assistant Superintendent for Teaching 
and Learning. "The service covers all 
Union students, but since pre-kinder
gartners through third graders use 
checklists to measure progress, letter 
grades are not posted for that age 
group," he explained. 

Safeguards are in place so that only 
those authorized may have access. 
Parents download an authorization 
form and must then sign it and take it to 
their student's school. (If there are sib
lings in more than one Union school, 
authorization forms to access all of the 
siblings' grades can be taken to any of 
those schools.) Once parents show a 
photo I.D. and follow a few simple 
online steps, the access process is com
plete. Start the process today! Visit 
www.unionps.org! 

Opening in March, a new employee med
ical clinic will provide convenient, 
immediate access to high-quality med
ical care from a physician at a lower cost 
than through other providers. 

Thanks to a partnership with OU 
Physicians Tulsa, staff at the clinic will 
treat routine medical problems such as 
colds, flu and sinus infections; conduct 
blood testing and do physical examina
tions for qualifying employees. Because 
the clinic will be available to staff at a 
low cost, officials believe it will give 
them an advantage in attracting and 

retaining employees - and reduce t 
payer costs associated with rising healt: 
care expenses. 

Union also provides health care services 
for community schools and patrons 
through Bedlam Clinics located at Rosa 
Parks and Clark Elementary Schools 
through its partnership with the 
University of Oklahoma. In addition, the 
Tulsa City County Health Department 
partners with Union via special lectures 
and various health campaigns, such as 
the "Don't Bug Me" flu campaign. 

Ice Storm Closes Schools for Days 
A December ice storm knocked out 
power to thousands of Union families 
and forced school to be closed five days. 

Five snow days had been built into the 
school calendar, which pushed the last 
day of school to May 29. However, the 
date for the last day of school is still 
contingent on weather. The Board of 
Education usually makes a decision on 
the last day of school in the spring. 

In the aftermath of the storm, the Union 
Multipurpose Activity Center served as 
a staging ground for utility trucks and a 

'(;:-, 
;, 

Enhanced Phone Me~:a~g ' · 
sx stem Launched~-·. 
P...._'$ 

The De.€ember ice storm proved to be 
the perfe~t test for the d1sti'ict's new 
Connect-Ed telephone messaging serv
ice. The web-based system·' allowed 

<t' ....... 

Superintendent Cathy Burden to make 
instant phone calls to falllhes during 
the power outage, informing' them of 
decisions about school closings. Since 
then, information· ll}essages have been 
sent such as those about a town hail 
meeting, an Advanced Placement p'arent 
night, and a parent night for Native 
American students. 

The system also allows eachl school to 
make automated calls to parents to let 
them know when their students are 
absent. Boevers Elementary and the 
Sixth Grade level at the Sixth/ Seventh 
Grade Center were the first to roll out 
the attendance portion. 

If you need to update your student's 
contact information, or if we called you 
by mistake, please contact our 
Enrollment Center: benne.carolyn@ 
unionps.org or 357-6153. 

place to sleep for some 500 workers. Air 
mattresses lined the hallways, lockers 
and other rooms for several days. 

Scores of utility cover the parking lot at 
the Union Multipurpose Activity Center, which 
played an integraln~rt in the massive relief effort 
to bring back power to the Tulsa County area 
after December's ice storm. 

When school re-opened and into the 
first sever.al days of the new year, Child 
Nutrition "'adjusted several lunch menus 
at some schools because of food loss. 

" Tlie schools primarily affected were 
Andersen, Boevers, Briarglen, Grove, 
Peters and the 8th Grade Center. The 
remaining schools were able to adhere 
to the original planned menu. Union was 
also unable to provide snacks during 
the last week of December for the after
school programs. 

On the Cover 
Among the many activities after school at 
Clark Elementary School · and there are a lot 
of them! - is the fun of the Extended Day 
Program. Srudenrs have the run of the school 
playground and share in srrucrured activi· • 
ties under the supervision of trained adults.¥ 
Each elementary school has an Extended Day 
Program · for more information, visit the 
Teaching and Learning section at 
www.unionps.org. Pictured left to right are: 
Leilani Wells, Hadlee Gilt ]ayla Burgess, Piper 
Ferguson and Raleigh Seaton. 
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Union teach
ers, students, and alum

ni have made several 
recent newsworthy accom-

plishments. 

e Union graduate Andre 
• Boustani, Class of 2001, won 

$50,000 on Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire? He is now a med stu
dent in Nashville. 

T • Mike Stanton was named the 
T Region 7 Cross Country Coach of 

the Year and Shannon Clark was 
named the Region 7 Cheer Coach 
of the Year. 

• The UHS Student Council won 
the Community Service Award at the 
Student Council State Convention. The 
award honored Leadership students for 
their work to organize a senior prom for 
Woodland Terrace Assisted Living and 
Retirement senior citizens. 

• Teachers Amanda Kennedy, Grove; 
Sandy Moore, Clark; Shawna Taylor, 8th 
Grade and Natalie Jabbour-Sidawi, 
Intermediate, received the Coffman 
Distance Learning Scholarship to pursue 
a master's degree in Bilingual Educa
tion/ Teaching English as a Second 
Language offered by the Univ.ed rcy:-<'of 
Central Oklahoma. Only J2 out of 90 
applicants were selected. -

• 575 seventh graders jo{ped Drug-Free 
Youth during the school:s annual drive. 
Students make a commitment to be 
drug free and take a drug tt;st. 

• D-FY students raised money to pro
vide gifts for 1,524 Union students and 
food for 433 families during the recent~ 
holiday season as part of the annual I 
Care Project. The project benefited 882 
district families. 

• Molly Springer has been hired as a 
community service coordinator for the 
district's community schools, Rosa 
Parks and Clark. The position was fund
ed by a $65,000 QuikTrip grant. 

• Seventh grade gymnast Mackenzie 
Kulka won the bronze medal in her divi
sion in the World Age Group Champion
ship in Canada, making her a contender 
for the U.S. Junior National Team. 

• Senior trumpet player Michael 
Howland was named to the Jazz Band of 
America, a rare achievement for a 
school. The conductor has not been cho
sen but last year's guest conductor was 
Wynton Marsalis. 
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Varsity Cheer Squad Wins Second National Title 

Making his
tory, the 
Union Var
sity Cheer 
squad won 
two back-to
hack national 
titles in the 
National 
Cheer Asso
ciation Na
tional Cham
pionships. 

"This was the 
first time in 
NCA history .,_F_o_,_r~t-he-second year in a row, Union's 
for any Varsity Cheer squad brought home the 
squad to National Championship. 

earn a National Championship in the 
individual category and Grand National 
Champion two years in a row," said Amy 
McCready, assistant athletic director. 
The squad competed in the Super Large 

Senior Gracie Ibemere plays the string bass dur· 
.ing a winter concert of the High School orches· 
tra. "She is a fantastic player," said teacher Pete 
Peterson. 

Seniors Make Perfect Score 
on ACT 

Senior Lexie Kinion 
scored a perfect 36 on 
the ACT college 
entrance exam after pre
viously scoring high 
marks on the test. 

Lexie Kinion 
Earlier this year senior 
James Buchanan also scored a 36 on his 
ACT. In 2007, the national average 
score on the ACT was 21, and about one 
in 4,000 students made 36. 

Varsi
ty cat
egory, 
which 

on a 
squad. 
For the Grand National honor, Varsity 
Cheer earned the highest score of any 
squad competing at the NCA Nationals 
competition, beating more than 130 
teams. 

Union Senior Receives 
National Hispanic 

Recognition 

Senior Angela C. Harwood has been rec
ognized by the College 
Board's National Hispanic 
Recognition Program. 

The award recognizes 
exceptional academic 
achievements of Hispanic 
high school seniors and 
identifies them for post
secondary institutions. 

Angela 
Harwood 

Students enter the program by taking 
the Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/ 
NMSQT) as high school juniors and by 
identifying themselves as Hispanic. 

Only 4,000 students have been recog
nized nationally based upon their 
PSAT / NMSQT scores and their academic 
achievements. 
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Highsteppers & Porn Kick Their Way to the Top Union Swimmers 
Set Records The Union Highsteppers and 

Varsity Porn were both crowned 
state champions this year. In 
fact, Union's various porn and 
dance squads took home 11 
state champion trophies and 
one academic award. 

Union swimmers set records following 
the 2007 Union Invitational Swim Meet. 
Seven area teams competed, and Union 
swimmers broke two school relay 
records. 

The Women's 200 Meter Medley Relay 
team of Rachel Wolfe (senior), Rachel 
Bailey and Rachael Reagan (juniors), and 
Kayla Bertalot (freshman) set a new 
school record of 2:15.95. 

For the Highsteppers, the win 
marked the school's 27th state 
dance championship in the 30-
year history of the team. 
Union's porn team has been 
equally impressive, having won 
a state championship in at least 
one category since 1992. 

Teams which won state champi

Union Varsity Porn, posing here after winning 1st place in both 
Hip-Hop and Porn categories at the Universal Dance Assodation 
Competition, was later named state champions. The Union 
Highsteppers also won the state championship for the 27th 
year in a row. 

T:1e Men's 200 Medley Relay team of 
Kameron Killam and Austin Hill (sen
iors), Nelson Head (junior), and Sam 
Anderson (sophomore), also made histo
ry by posting a school best time of 
1:5 5.43. 

on trophies this year included 6th Grade 
Dance in 6th Grade Mix; 7th Grade 
Dance in 7th Grade Mix; 7th Grade Porn, 
8th Grade Porn, 8th Grade Dance in 
Kick, 9th Grade Porn (in both Porn and 
Hip Hop), Junior Varsity Porn in Hip
Hop, and Junior Varsity Highsteppers, 
as well as Varsity Porn and the 
Highsteppers. In addition, the 7th 
Grade Porn won an academic award. 

State runner-up teams included 8th 
Grade Dance in Jazz, 8th Grade Porn in 
Hip Hop; JV Porn, JV Highsteppers in 
Jazz and Varsity Porn in Hip-Hop. The 
Highsteppers also won third place in 
Jazz. 

In addition, state champion awards 
from the Solo/Ensemble division, 
included: 

Gatorade Awards 
Announced 

Varsity Cross Country runners Sara 
Vaughn and Steven Baker have been 
named by Gatorade as the Girls' and 
Boys' Cross Country Runners of the 
Year for Oklahoma. 

The award recognizes not only out
standing athletic excellence, but also 
high standards of academic achieve
ment and exemplary character demon
strated on and off the racecourse. 

Union Public Schools 
8506 E. 6lst Street 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133-1926 
www.unionps.org 

• Highstepper Officers - 2nd Place 
Senior Large Ensemble: Hannah 
Moreland, Courtney Young, Brittany 
Black, Allie Nichols and jessie 
Robertson 
• Highstepper Members (Hannah Carr 
and Madison Leeseberg) - 2nd Place 
Senior Large Ensemble 
• JV Porn Members (Jessica Bailey and 
John Crockett) - 2nd Place Senior Small 
Ensemble. 

Individual winners from Union and their 
events were Rachael Reagan (junior) 200 
Meter Individual Medley, Rachel Bailey 
(junior) 100 Meter Butterfly, Megan 
Myers (freshman) 400 Meter Freestyle, 
Rachel Bailey (junior) 100 Meter 
Backstroke, Nelson Head (junior) 100 
Meter Backstroke. 

Lady Redskins Win Mid-America Basketball Tournament 

The Union Lady-R:'edskfu.s Varsity Basketball team won the Bertha Frank Teague, Mid
America Bas_ketbill Tourna~ent at East .{::entral l;J!'l'i.Ver~ity in Ada. 

< ' 

The tournament was 
an invi tation-only 
tournament featuring 
the best '- teams from 
across t he state of 
Oklahom~ )n all class
es. The Lady Redskins 
took first place by 
beating the two-time 
state champion 
Preston Tigers in the 
final game. 

Players Lindsay 
Pahner and Destinee 
Frierson made the All
Tournament team and 
Frierson was voted 
Tournament MVP. 

The Union Lady Redskins Varsity Basketball team celebrates after winning 
the Bertha Frank Teague, Mid-America Basketball Tournament at East 
Central University in Ada. 

I 


