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Renegade Regiment & Football Players Prepare for a New Season 

Early morning practices have become 
second nature for members of the 
Renegade Regiment as they prepare for 
a competitive season. 

format, featuring a national finals cal
iber adjudication team from the rosters 
of Bands of America (BOA), Drum Corps 
International (DCI) and Winter Guard 

International (WGI). 

Union Public Schools is 

Alan Mueggenborg, former Union staff 
member from 1983 to 1996, has 
returned and was put in charge of the 
adjudication team for this year's event. 
For more information about the band, 
visit www.renegaderegiment.com. The first big 

hosting event the 
Regiment and 
the Union Band 
Parents Club, Inc. 
planned this year 
was the 25th 
Anniversary 
RENEGADE 
REVIEW march
ing band champi
onship on Satur
day, October 6, 
2007. 

known for its 
state of the art 
facilities and 
the Union 
Band Parents 
have a long 
history of 
managing top
notch march
ing band, win
ter guard and 

Brad Thompson (front) and the Renegade 
Regiment practice complex footwork during drum corps 
the early morning as they prepare for a com- e v e n t s . 

The event, at petitive season. N u m e r o u s 
Union's Tuttle Stadium, is one of the drum corps directors have 
nation's oldest, well-respected marching stated that Union stadium is 
band invitationals, and features some of one of the best venues in the 
the regions top bands from Missouri, country because of its 
Arkansas, Kansas, Texas and Oklahoma. acoustics, and also because 

the audience is right on top 
The event uses the Bands of America of the performers. 

Head football coach Kirk Fridrich congratulates the Redskins 
for their perseverance and win over the Jenks Trojans in the 
annual Backyard Bowl at TV's Skelly Field. Union beat Jenks in 
a thrilling overtime show, 43-42, to be featured on the NFL 
Network in a documentary October 28. The team's pre-season 
31-0 routing of Ohio powerhouse Canton McKinley starred the 
Redskins off in the national spotlight. 

Wellness Center Offers Fitness Programs to Students & Residents of the District 
Members of the Union community -
including the general public - are get
ting fit thanks to the SouthCrest 
Wellness and Sports Medicine Center, 
6836 s_ Mingo Road. Located within 
the Union Multipurpose Activity 
Center, the center not only helps ath
letes improve their game, but it pro
vides a great facility for Union empoy
ees and the general public as well. 

Residents living within the Union 
District may join the fitness center for 
$25 per month; family rates are $50 
per month- Faculty and staff members 
receive reduced rates of $20 per 
month (individual) and $40 (family) 
while Union students aged 14-18 may 
use the center for $16 a month- free if 
they are working out with their team 
and coach. 

Union Public Schools 
8506 E. 6Isc Street, Thlsa, OK 74133-1926 

www.unionps.org 

junior Susan Storm, a member of the Union golf team, 
demonstrates a squat lift, as other members of the golf 
team look on. Union athletes use the weight room at the 
SouthCrest Wellness and Sports Medicine Center for 
strength training from 2 p.m. to 5 p_m, weekdays. The 
facility is also open to the public_ 

A one-time enrollment fee of $40 is 
· required for all membership tiers. 
There will be a $10 enrollment fee per 
person for family memberships in 
addition to the $40 fee. A 10-percent 
discount will be offered if a one-year 
membership is paid upon enrollment. 

In addition to a full-service weight 
room, the center offers treadmills, sta
tionary bikes and other amenities. 
Classes include Zumba, yoga, aero
bics, a walking club and judo. The cen
ter also features a rock climbing wall 
and rock climbing certification classes. 

The center not only provides a full
service fitness facility, but also on-site 
outpatient physical therapy and ath
letic training. For more information, 
visit www.southcresthospital.com. 
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Union 
Schools 
Education 
Foundation 

The 2007 Union Schools Education 
Foundation Auction and Dinner is slated 
for Saturday, November 3, at the Tulsa 
Radisson Hotel. This year's theme is "All 
Stars!" 

The auction is the Foundation's largest 
fillld raiser and benefits teachers, pro
grams and sites in the form of grants. 
This effort provides our students 
opportunities where there is otherwise 
no funding available. 

The Union "All Stars" Auction will fea
ture hundreds of donated items. The 
Foundation hopes to increase the net 
income from the auction each year so 
that it can increase grant awards. 

"We are counting on everyone to partic
ipate in this important and exciting 
event," said auction chairman Terry 
Almon. "This year, we will have our 
silent auctions, a premier silent auction 
and the live auction. 

Educators are helping with the effort by 
creating baskets, making announce
ments or making something special that 
can be auctioned off for teacher grants. 
The Foundation is also contacting com
munity members, corporations and 
businesses about donations of large 
items such as jewelry, furniture, car 
leases and more. 

For more information, contact Almon at 
terryalmon@valornet.com or by phone 
at (918) 249-1092. Follow the progress 
on the web at www.unionps.org. 

On the Cover 

Twins Amber and Holli jennings, daugh
ters of Shawna Jennings, and Kade 
Huerta, son of Shanna Huerta, "break 
ground" in a tiny sandbox during official 
ceremonies at the new Rosa Parks Early 
Head Start Center which is under con
struction east of the elementary school. 
The project is a joint venture between 
Union and Community Action Project. 

Check Out Our New, Improved Website! 
Ulllion Public Schools re-launched its 
website - www.unionps.org - with a 
brand new appearance and features in 
August that make the site more user
friendly and easier to update and man
age. 

"The website is the culmination of more 
than a year of work and planning, and 
we are pleased with the results," web
master Michael Vore said. "However, we 
are not done. We hope to add additional 
features in the near future including the 
ability for teachers to manage their very 
own home pages and communicate 
directly with parents. It is very exciting." 

In planning the site, the Communica
tions and Information Technology 
departments sought the input of teach
ers, students, parents, administrators, 
Board members and the general public. 
The Board of Education also approved 
an agreement with Triad Interactive, 
Marketing & Software of Tulsa to evalu
ate the old site and make recommenda
tions. In February, the Board approved a 
contract with Triad to re-design. 

"We've been honored to work with 
Union Public Schools to develop a new 
website for the district. Whether we're 
working with a small start-up business, 
superstar Garth Brooks, or a large 
school district, our objective is always 
to help our clients achieve their goals," 

Long-Time Employees 
Recognized at Kickoff 

Each year, during the annual back-to
school kick-off, the district pays tribute 
to employees who have served 20, 25, 
30 and 35 years. This year, six employ
ees were recognized for working more 
than 30 years. 

Our apologies to Pat McDonald, 
McAuliffe teacher, who was listed as 

Pat McDonald 

receiving her 15-
year pin instead of 
the 25-year pin. 
Also accidentally 
omitted from the 
program were 5-
year pin recipients 
Dee Ann Planer, 
Darnaby Aide, and 
Chuck Perry, 
Assistant Principal 

at the High School. 

Congratulations and thank you to all of 
Ul1lion's long-time employees! 

said Brent Lollis, president of the co1 
pany. "It was important to Union t 
improve the design, functionality ana 
management of their website. The new 
website has a more modern look, the 
content is more organized and can be 
managed easily. We look forward to a 
continued partnership with Union." 

Additional changes on the horizon 
include the phasing-out of Union's 
Employee Network through the creation 
of a password-protected employee area 
on the new website, allowing employees 
to access forms such as leave requests 
from home, as well as re-designed web
sites for the Professional Development 
Center and the Union Multipurpose 
Activity Center. 

"We listened to what people told us they 
wanted in a website," explained 
Gretchen Haas-Bethell, Executive 
Director of Communications, "and I 
hope they'll find we heard them. It is 
now easy to click to specific informa
tion, and it is fun exploring what else 
might be there. While "unionps.org" is 
packed with useful information---calen
dars, lunch menus, breaking news, co 
tact information, etc.--- almost ever 
page contains photos of scenes from 
around the district that make you want 
to smile. I invite everyone to visit 
often." 

Senior ]ames ]. Buchanan scored a 36 on his 
ACT. That is the highest possible composite 
score, something only four other Oklahoma 
students out of 8,000 who took the ACT in 
June were able to accomplish. 

In addition, only 177 nationwide out 
395,000 tested this high. Principal 
Stauffer said, "James took five Advanrcecl.111"' 
Placement classes last year, and his curren 
schedule includes four AP classes and two con 
current classes. His mother said he is concur· 
rently enrolled at the University of Tulsa this 
semester and desires to attend 
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology) 
fall." 
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Parent Notification of Child Identification, Location, Screening and Evaluation 

The Union Public School District makes 
every effort to contact and evaluate, and 
to educate, in the least restrictive envi
ronment, all special needs children, ages 
three through 21, under the provisions 
of the Individuals With Disabilities 
Education Act. The district ensures 
that parents or guardians may 
review any of their child's educa
tional records; such records are 
kept in limited access, confidential 
files at the school. Preschool chil
dren, ages three through five, 
and students enrolled in 
kindergarten through twelfth 
grades, who are suspected of 
having disabilities which 
may require special 
education and related 
services, may be 
referred for screening 
and evaluation through the 
intervention process at each 
site. Union works with the Sooner Start 
Early Intervention Program in referrals 
for identification, evaluation, and serv
ices for eligible infants and toddlers, 
from birth through two years of age. 

"Evaluation" means procedures used in 
accordance with federal laws and regu
lations to determine whether a child has 
a disability, as well as the nature and 
extent of special education and related 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Union Public Schools makes every 
effort to contact, evaluate and edu
cate, in the least restrictive environ
ment, each child with a disability 
under the provisions of Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act 2004 
and State Department of Education 
guidelines. Parents/ guardians may 
call 357-6125 for information. 

Union Public Schools ensures that 
parents/ guardians may inspect and 
review any educational records of 
their child maintained at the school. 
Such records are kept in limited 
access confidential files. Confiden
tiality procedures, including a list of 
persons with file access, are posted in 
each school building. 

The Union Public School District Plan 
for Special Education has been filed 
with the State Department of 
Education, and copies are available 
for public inspection in the Education 
Service Center. Inquiries concerning 
special education programs may be 
directed to Dr. Bonnie Johnson, 357-
6125. 

services required. Procedures are used 
selectively with an individual child and 
do not include basic tests administered 
or procedures used with all children in a 
school. Written consent of the parent or 
guardian for such evaluation must be on 
file with the district prior to the initial 

evaluation for special education and 
related services. The multi
disciplinary evaluation shall 
include a review of the fol

lowing information: education
al history, academic per

formance, observation, 
social and cultural fac

tors, health and devel
opmental history, 
and vision and hear
ing screening. In 
addition, standard

ized testing may be 
administered by a quali

fied examiner in all or part of 
the following areas: fine and gross 
motor, communication (speech and lan
guage), acadeinic achievement, cogni
tive/ intelligence, auditory and visual 
processing and memory, social/emo
tional development, vocational aptitude, 
and adaptive behavior. 

Union provides educational programs 
based upon the student's needs as 
defined by the Individual Education Plan 
(IEP). If you have a special needs child · 
and are new to our school district, 
please bring your child's current IEP and 
most recent evaluation report to the 
Special Services Office, or contact us at 
(918) 357-6125 to discuss your child's 
educational programming needs. Our 
office is located at the Union Education 
Service Center, 8506 E. 61st Street, 
Tulsa, OK 74133-1926. 

In accordance with FERPA, Union Public 
Schools ensures that the parent or eligi
ble student has a right to: 

'' inspect and review the students edu
cation records within 45 days of 
receipt of request for access; 

'' request the amendment of the stu
dents education records to ensure 
that they are not inaccurate, mislead
ing or otherwise in violation of the 
student's privacy or other rights; 

* consent to disclosure of personally 
identifiable information contained in 
the student's education records, 
except to the extent that the act and 
regulations in this part authorize dis
closure without consent; 

'' file with the United States Depart
ment of Education a complaint under 

99.64 concerning alleged failures by 
Union Public Schools to comply with 
the requirements of the act and this 
part. 

Union Public Schools shall ensure all 
parents who have a primary language 
other than English that they shall be 
afforded written notices and oral com
munication translated so the parents 
understand the communication. This 
may be provided by an interpreter or 
other means necessary. 

Union to Sponsor 
Autism Workshops 

Union will sponsor four workshops over 
the next few months for educators and 
parents working with autistic children. 
The workshops will be held at the 
Education Service Center, 8506 E. 61st, 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

The workshops offered include: 
* October 22 : Classroom Management 

and Visual Scheduling 
* November 12: Curriculum Modifica

tions and Behavior Plans 
'' December 10: Communication and 

Sensory Integration 
1
' January 14: What to Expect with 

Asperger's Syndrome 

For more information, contact Dr. 
Bonnie Johnson, director of Special 
Services, at 357-6125. View Dr. 
Johnson's article on autism at 
www.unionps.org under "District News." 

Secondary Progress 
Reports To Be Sent Home 

In an effort to communicate more effec
tively with parents about their second
ary students' acadeinic status, progress 
reports will be sent home frequently. 
All students, whether or not they are 
failing a class, will be given an academic 
progress report in each class every four 
weeks during the semester. Please note 
that grades are calculated cumulatively 
throughout the semester. 

For the first semester, progress reports 
will be sent September 21, October 26 
and November 30. Report cards will be 
distributed January 11, 2008. 

For the second semester, progress 
reports will be sent February 15, March 
28 and May 2. Second semester report 
cards will be mailed at the end of May 
2008. 
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Students and Staff Kickoff 2007 With the Right Stuff 

Educators and staff 
members came togeth
er at the beginning of 
the school year to 
"Celebrate What's Right 
With the World" during 
the annual back-to
school kick-off which is 
designed to invigorate 
employees for the new 
year. 

The event is often a 
fun, splashy event fea
turing the singing, act
ing and other talents of 
Uflh2n students, and 
thisl'ear was no excep
tion. It featured rousing 

Union students sing and dance "To Life" from the musical "Fiddler on 
the Roof' during the finale of the annual back-to·school kick-off, 
directed by Troy Powell. Union students will perform the entire musi
cal February 25-28. 

opening and closing acts directed by 
drama instructor Troy Powell. 

Highlights included a performance from 
the state's number one dance team- the 
Union Highsteppers, featured actors 
and singers from Union's Fine Arts 
department and a closing set piece from 
this winter's upcoming musical Fiddler 
on the Roof 

Debbie Snider was also recognized as 
Union's Teacher of the Year, while Rose 
Morris was recognized as Support 
Services Employee of the Year. 

One of the big expectations is the 
growth in early childhood initiatives, 
she said. Union already emphasizes ail
day kindergarten and with the construc
tion of Elementary No. 13, already under 
way, Union will soon offer all-day 4-
year-old programs. Union and the 
Community Action Project have begun 
construction on a new Early Childhood 
Center, she said. 

Other partnerships are evidence of 
Union's growing involvement in the 
community, she said. These include 
• The George Kaiser Family Founda

tion award of a $150,000 grant for 
a new middle school initiative; 

• CAP's investment of $1 million in 
Early Head Start; 

• Quik Trip Corporation's $65,000 
award for community scho0ls 
efforts; 

• State Farm Insurance wmk with stu
dents on a learning service project; 

• MidFirst Bank's efforts to develop 
Family Literacy curriculum; 

• The opening of a third Bedlam Clinic 
at the 6th/7th Grade Center with the 
University of Oklahoma; 

• Math and science teacher training 
with the University of Tulsa; 

• Community Service Council's work 
with Union to form community 
schools; 

• Participating with Mayor Kathy 
Taylor on the Mayor's Mentoring 
Initiative; 

• Music singer Roy Clark's fund-raising 
efforts to boost music education; 

• And other projects with businesses 
including Horne Depot, Junior 
Achievement, YMCA, Boy Scouts, 
Camp Fire, Boys Club, the Tulsa 
City /County Health Department and 
more. 

Board President Ed Payton also com
mended staff, remarking on the impor
tance of perception and choosing to 
focus on what is positive while acknowl
edging those things that need improve
ment. 

Full texts of both speeches may be 
viewed in the DistFi.ct News section of 
www.unionps.org. 

During the kick-off, Superintendent Dr. 
Cathy Burden addressed the employ
ees, reporting on the state of affairs at 
Union, thanking staff for their hard 
work and commitment to students and 
parents. 

Pickles, Milk and News May Save the World 

Burden declared, "People who work in 
schools - whether in the classroom, in 
the warehouse or answering the phone -
work here because they want to be asso
ciated with something positive - some
thing that impacts society through the 
next generation." 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and january by Union Public Schools, 8506 E. 
61st Street, Tulsa, OK 74133-1926. It is issued 
to patrons of the Union Public School District 
free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
Bethel! is Communications Executive Director/ 
Editor. The Communicator staff includes 
Andy Erwin, janie Froman, Beverly Thummel 
and Mike Vore. Periodicals postage paid at 
Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Communicator, 8506 E. 61st 
Street, Tulsa, OK 74133-1926, or call 357-
6015 . 

What do pickles, milk 
and the news have in 
common? 

Ask retired Boevers 
teacher judy Ide, 
author of the upcom
ing picture book, Pickle 
jars, Milk jugs and the 
Daily News. Out this 
fall, Ide said, "1!he book 
will be published under 
my pen name of Judy 
Ervin." 

and cutting out many small 
pieces of commercially 
designed art papers, Ide 
explained. 

"For many years," Ide said, 
"I wanted to write and illus
trate children's books and 
tucked ideas away in my 
mind for that time I would 
actually sit down and start 
produeing them. 

"Having read many books 
to my sons when they were 
growing up and to my stu
dents, I learned from them 
what stories and pictures 
captured their interest. 

The book is about a 
young girl, Anna 
Louise, who has an 
assignment from her 
teacher to recycle three 
things to help save the 
planet. 

Cover illustration (ol' "Pickle jars, Being included in helping 
Milk jugs and the Daily News." solve the larger issues of 

The book will be illustrated with col
lages, created by drawing, transferring 

life is something with which these chil
dren resonated." Judy hopes they all 
enjoy her new book. 

Page 10 -------------------------------- September-October 2007 

Request for Non-Release Opt-Out Notice for Internet 
Student Use of Personally Identifiable Information 

It has been the practice of the district to 
use student names in yearb0oks, stu
dent honor rolls and athletic programs, 
as well as in electronic and print publi
cations. It has also been the practice of 

Parents' Right To Know 
In accordance with the No Child Left 
Behind Act, parents have the right to 
know the professional qualifications of 
their children's classroom teachers. 
Federal law allows parents to ask for 
certain information about those teach
ers and requires schools to provide the 
information in a timely manner if 
requested. 

Specifically, parents have the right to 
ask for the following information about 
their children's teachers: 

Whether the teacher has met state 
qualification and licensing criteria for 
the grade levels and subject areas in 
which the teacher provides instruc
tion; 
Whether the teacher is teaching lillder 
emergency or other provisional status 
through which state qualification or 
licensing criteria have been waived; 
About baccalaureate degree major of 
the teacher and any other graduate 
certification or degree held by the 
teacher, and the field of discipline of 
the certification or degree; 
Whether the child is provided services 
by paraprofessionals and, if so, their 
qualifieations. 

Parents wishing to request any of this 
information should contact the Human 
Resources department at 357-6190. 

Notification of 
Management Plans 

All buildings in the Union School 
District have been inspected for 
asbestos in accordance with the EPA 
law, "The Asbestos Hazard Emergency 
Response Act" (AHERA). Results are in 
the district 's management plans and 
are available at the Education Service 
Center. For an appointment to view 
them, contact Hassan Yekzaman at 
357-6180. 

the district to cooperate with law 
enforcement agencies and the 
Department of Human Services; to pro
vide student names and addresses to 
institutions of post-secondary educa
tion who desire to notify students of 
educational and scholarship opportuni
ties; and to the armed forces for recruit
ment purposes. 

Expansion of the district's web page 
allows us to post publications such as 
The Communicator and others on the 
Internet. Just as they are included in 
printed publications, photos and names 
of students will appear in these articles 
on the Internet as well. 

The district will continue to disclose 
student information for the purposes 
outlined above and other similar educa
tional purposes unless parents object in 
writing. A form for this purpose, the 
Request for Non-Release of Personally 
Identifiable Information form, may be 
obtained from the Executive Director of 
Communications, 357-6015. 

The Inter- ~~h 
net has~ increasingly 
become an 
important 
tool used by \,_ ----
students and ---~~-
educators. It ~, -~-·-~ can provide ._ "i 
current, inform- r===:::::._ 
ative and hard-to
find information quickly. However, the 
Internet also contains information that 
may be inappropriate for students . 
Union Public Schools has, for many 
years, had an Internet filter in place that 
blocks most sexually inappropriate web 
sites. But it isn't perfect; no filter is . 
Therefore, it is a parent's or guardian's 
right for their child to not use the 
Internet at school. 

If you do not want your child to use the 
Internet while at school, please request 
a form from your school principal which 
can be completed and returned to your 
child's school office. 

Student Achievement Offers 
ACT/SAT Test Preparatory Classes 

Super Saturdays: A one-day, intensive review designed for students who have never 
taken the test. Our goal is to reduce test anxiety by familiarizing students with the 
content and format of the test. Four Super Saturdays are offered during the school 
year, three for the ACT and one for the SAT. 

Class Dates 
October 6, 2007 (ACT) 
November 17, 2007 (ACT) 
January 26, 2008 (ACT) 
February 16, 2008 (SAT) 

Registration Deadlines 
September 28, 2007 
November 9, 2007 
January 18, 2008 
February 8, 2008 

Registration Fee 
$15 
$15 
$15 
$30 

ACT/SAT Super Saturday classes will be held at Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo 
Road, Rooms 1201 & 1202 from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00p.m. (Lunch is on your own from 
12:00-1:00 p.m.) 

8-Night Courses: This course may be taken as an in-depth preparation tool for stu
dents who have never taken the ACT or to get personalized assistance in math, lan
guage arts, and science for students who have taken the ACT and received low scores 
in certain areas. Two ACT 8-Night Courses are offered during the school year, one in 
the fall and one in th.e spring. 

Class Dates Registration Deadlines 
2007 Fall Course October 26, 2007 
November 5, 7, 12, 14, 26, 28, December 3 & 5 
2008 Spring Course February 29, 2008 
March 10, 12, 24, 26, 31, April 2, 7 & 9 

Registration Fee 
$75 

$75 

ACT 8-Night Classes are held at Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo Road, Rooms 1162 
& 1163 on Monday and Wednesday nights from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Need-based scholarships aFe available to Union PUblic School students for both the 
Super Saturday and 8-Night Classes. Register early as seating is limited. To register 
contact Lynette Foreman at 357-6033. Make checks payable to Union Public Schools 
and mail to Lynette Foreman, Union ESC, 8506 E. 61st Street, Tulsa, OK 74133. 
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Evening Academy Makes a Big Difference for Many Union Students 

Students who may have failed to earn 
one or more required class credits -
keeping them from earning a high 
school diploma - are getting help 
through the Evening Academy. 

"Each year I get kids who come to this 
program, some mme motivated than 
others. What is great is seeing them 
grow and realize that with effort and 
application, they can actually succeed," 
explained Chuck Hanna, director of the 
Evening Academy and Summer 
Academy programs. 

Seniors Katie Sherrell and Brittany Orr man
age to keep their "pearly whites" clean after 
repeated slides down a hill into mud during 
the annual Union High School Welcome Back 
BASH. One of the most popular activities 
involves students careening down a blue slip
pery slide into a watery, muddy mess. 

Classes for the Evening Academy start
ed September 10 and run through 
December. The spring semester begins 
February 4, 2008. The Evening Academy 
offers classes on English, algebra, gov
ernment and science. 

The attention Hanna and his staff pro
vide is personal. Hanna recalled one stu
dent who was 3 1/2 credits shy of a 
diploma. "One day he called me at 
about 4:30 p.m. and told me he would 
be in class that night but was running 
late as his car was undrivable and he 

Sooner Schooner 
Visits the UMAC 

was walking," Hanna said. "I ended up 
going after him and bringing him tc 
school. From that time on, he would 
sometimes need rides to or from, and I 
was always glad to help." 

Motivated by the classes, the student 
finished his courses and took advantage 
of a new scholarship offering free 
tuition to Tulsa Community College. 
The student was accepted and, Hanna 
reported, was looking forward to 
attending college. 

Zayad Al-Otaibi braces for a shot in 
the arm administered by medical 
assistant Tiffany Winfrey in the 
University of Oklahoma's Sooner 
Schooner, a mobile immunization 
unit, parked outside the Union 
Multipurpose Activity Center, 6836 S. 
Mingo. Zayad was accompanied by his 
father, Bader Al-Otaibi, who was 
enrolling his son before making a trip 
to Andersen Elementary later that 
day. 

Zayad Al-Otaibi receives a shot in the Oklahoma 
Sooner Schooner, a mobile immunization unit spon
sored by the University of Oklahoma. 

The Sooner Schooner made its debut at Union as part of the school-based Bedlam 
Clinic. The new facility, which can run on its own generator, has a waiting area, two 
examination rooms, a place for immunizations, a restroom area and a room to pre
pare shots. 'This is the first time this unit has been out in public," Navin said. She and 
Winfrey estimated they had innoculated well over 50 students during the three-day 
stay at the UMAC. Assisting the medical assistants was translator Lily Ferrerosa. The 
service was free. 

Summer is Filled with Renovations and New Construction 

Construction of a new elementary 
school near 91st and U.S. 169 is under 
way with the intention of opening in 
time for next year. However, it is hardly 
the only construction taking place in the 
growing Union District. 

Union and the Community Action 
Project just broke ground on August 
22 for a new Early Head Start Center on 
the east side of Rosa Parks Elementary. 

In addition, crews continued work at 
the Union Alternative School, finishing 
the cafeteria and what will be a new 
home economics room, as well as a 
greenhouse top for one of tb.e science 
rooms. During the time the cafeteria 
was under construction, food was pre
pared and delivered from the 6th/7th 
Grade Center. 

Preparations are under way to begin 
work on the new Central Park at Union 

south of the 6th/7th Grade Center. 
Most of these preparations deal with 
rights-of-way and bidding. 

On the Elementary No. 13 site, rough 

grading has been completed and 
although there have been some rain 
delays, the school's completion date of 
july 2008 remains promising. 

Union School Board member Jeff Bennett and 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden visit with Alternative 
Principal Richard Storm, center, about the construction 
and remodeling at the new school. 

Union has also been busy this summer 
working on other projects, including 
the addition of eight classrooms at 
Union Intermediate High School and 
upgrading the school's security cam
era system. 

Grove underwent re-roofing, while 
carpet and tile were replaced at 
McAuliffe, Andersen and Jarman. The 
interior of the 6th/7th Grade Center 
received extensive remodeling, and 
lighting at the television studio at 
Union High School was upgraded 
Other projects included concessior. 
improvements at Union Tuttle 
Stadium and a new dumbwaiter and 
night depository at the Education 
Service Center. 
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Spirit Teams Win Awards Over the Summer 

The Union Varsity Porn placed first at 
the Universal Dance Association (UDA) 
camp over the summer at the University 
of Tulsa. The win and other ribbons 
helped the team earn a bid to compete 
at the UDA Nationals in Orlando, 
Florida, in February. 

Alisha Stacy, Hailey Stanfield, Tristin 
Stauder, Kelsey Stretch, Ceurtney 
Wooten and Miranda Wright. The team 
is coached by Amy Calmus and Emily 
Jones. 

Union cheerleaders collected a number 
of accolades over 
the summer. The 
Union Varsity 
Cheerleaders won 
Top Team over 
the summer at the 
NCA Cheer Camp 
at Oklahoma State 
University. 

The cheerleaders 
also won 
Champion Chant, 
19 All-American 
honors and 31 All
American 
Nominees. The 

The Union Varsity Cheerleaders won Top Team over the summer at the NCA teams also won 
Cheer Camp at Oklahoma State University. Stunt Smart 

Captains 
Alyssa Curley 
and Megan 
Snowbarger 
were named 
UDA All-Stars. lifr-1--.111-

The squad also 
received addi- llti!~EI! 

Award, Technical 

tional honors 
during the drill 
down competi
tion with two 
Union squad 
members, 
M e g a n 
Snowbarger 
and Megan 
Atchley, tying 
for first place 
after a lengthy 
competition. 

Members of the_ Varsity Cheer squad are: Krista Anderson, Taylor Barber, Olivia 
Barton, Brooklrn Beasley, Andrea Bedingfield, Kiana Billups, Brandi Cheek, 
Stacey Durant, Clarissa Ebigwu, Kalyn Forsythe, Nikki Gardner, Kellie Griffin, 
A!"'Y Guey, Rachel Hunter, Jordan Harris, Logan Lamb, Miranda Leard, Kelsy 
Litchenburg, Meg Marder, Morgan Minihan, Cortney Mudd, Brittany Orr, 
Mer_cedes Owens, Taylor Paik, Alyssa Papen, Dea Pennington, Nicole Saffle, 
Katie Sherrell, Becca Slaughter, Shayna Stillwell, Amber Whitlock, Whitney 
Woods and Rhema Wright. 

Amy Calmus, 
Union Varsity coach, was given the 
Coaches Leadership Award voted by all 
attending coaches. 

The 2007/ 2008 Varsity squad is listed 
below in alphabetical order: Megan 
Atchley, Grace Berns, Megan Born, 
Carolyn Colvin, Jessica Counts, Alyssa 
Curley, Kelsey Davis, Katie Forbes, 
Paige Giles, Hayley Hudspeth, 
Brooklynn Jenkins, Meredith Lee, 
Jessica Martinez, Kristen Mumma, 
Brittney Ojeda, Lindsey Reents, 
Melissa Roberts, Hannah Rogers, 
Jordan Sloan, Megan Snowbarger, 

Expertise Award in Tumbling and three 
Spirit Sticks. Five seniors were nominat
ed as NCA staff instructors for next 
year. Team member Alyssa Papen won 
Top All-American. 

JV Cheer won the Champion Chant tro
phy with Top Team honors, the Stunt 
Smart Award, the Technical Excellence 
Award in Motion Technique and the 
TEAM award. JV Porn won second place, 
the Leadership Award and the Super 
TFophy. Ninth Grade Porn won first 
place. Eighth Grade Porn won first place, 
the Rock Star Award four Spirit Sticks. 

Credit Recovery 
Helps Students 

Advance 
The new Credit Recovery Program is 
providing students who had an insuffi
ccient number of credits the opportunity 
to attend High School. In the past, stu
dents needed a tninimum of eight cred
its to move from Union Intermediate to 
the High School. 

Each student in Credit Recovery is 
scheduled in four core classes (Math, 
English, Science or Social Studies), each 
90 minutes long. This schedule will 
a1low the student to earn 0.5 Hedit for 
each class for each nine-week period, 
thus allowing the student to earn a total 
of eight credits during the school year. 

"In the past, we have retained these stu
dents and required them to attend the 
Intermediate High School for a third 
year," explained Charlie Bushyhead, 
director of secondary curriculum. "We 
found that a high percentage of them 
would not return. When the eligible stu
dents were approached about the 
opportunity they seemed to be very 
excited and appreciative of the opportu
nity to catch up." 

"This program is a great opportunity for 
students who have fallen behind in 
credits. Our credit recovery teachers 
provide more focused teaching in a 
mentoring, personal atmosphere," High 
School Principal Dave Stauffer said. 

"The program and its teachers embrace 
the philosophy that we must accelerate 
the learning process in order for stu
dents to achieve academic success," said 
Lisa Witcher, director of professional 
development. "Students will have to 
work hard in order to graduate. While 
we are very proud of the program and 
the teachers wor:king with these stu
dents to get back on track, the most 
important element belonging to Credit 
Recovery is the student's choice. A stu
dent must attend school, work to learn, 
and want to graduate for Credit 
Recovery to be a beneftt to him or her." 

"The impetus to start this program was 
to try and 'catch' the students who drop 
out when it looks like there 1s no other 
option," said Eighth Grade Principal 
Marla Robinson, who helped develop 
the program when she was an assistant 
principal at the High School last year. "It 
is our hope that tfus program will allow 
students the chance to see the 'end of 
the road' and realize they can earn their 
diploma with hard work and support 
from outstanding teachers." 
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Gold Key Passes 

Union invites senior citizens to become 
Gold Key Club members and attend any 
of our school-sponsored activities as 
our guests. 

The Gold Key Pass gives Union support
ers who are at least 62 years of age and 
living on a retirement income free 
admittance to home athletic events as 
well as the many outstanding perform
ances and programs hosted by the 
Union Fine Arts Department. 

For more information about obtaining a 
Gold Key Pass, contact the Education 
Service Center at (918) 357-6001. 

Nurses, Lunch Duty 
Assistants & Bus 
Drivers Needed 

Sixteen of Union's 17 school 
sites have nurses on staff, 

but occasionally even 
a:. . nurses get sick. If you 

,. are a nurse and would 
__ like to become a sub

stitute, please con
tact our Human 

Resources Depart
ment at 357-6197. 

Must be LPN certified, RN preferred. 

Union is also looking for school bus 
drivers. Part-time positions are 
available and the 
salary is competi- ...:::.iiif!~~!ftP. 
tive. 

We also need 
cafeteria work
ers. Food han-
dler's card 
required. 
Steady work, 
good environ
ment. 

For these and any other positions, 
see our Job Postings at each school 
site or on our website 
www.unionps.org under Human 
Resources. 

You can also call our Job Line at 357-
6211 or our Receptionist at 357-
6190. 

Union Intermediate students Jose Arredondo, Kyle Shaw, Anna Montoto and Shannon Ward 
hear nothing but French in their new French 2 class, explained teacher Dana Brooks. If they do 
understand something their teacher will say in French, they must use context to learn what she is 
saying. 

Escape Program Looking for Volunteers 
Entering a new year, the ESCAPE pro
gram at the Union 6th/7th Grade Center 
is looking for volunteers who can serve 
as mentors for students after school. 

ESCAPE, which stands for Engaged 
Students Caught Actively Participating 
in Education, launched last january, and 
has attracted many sixth graders who 
get to participate in a number of activi
ties from cooking to photography dur
ing designated times each week. 

However, before the students partici
pate in the activities, they visit with an 
adult for about 20 minutes, sharing in 
conversations about the day and activi
ties they might like to do. Over time, it 
is hoped the mentor, who serves as the 
"family leader," and the students will 
develop a positive relationship that ben
efits the students in the long run. 

Rosa 
Cassie Moore 
stipend check 
roll clerk Cheryl 
as Lisa Neal, director 
Payroll, looks on. 

Moore went to 
Education Service 
with her children, 
and Dylan. Ethan 
in kindergarten this 
and Dylan will be a 
kindergarten student 
both at Darnaby. 

If you would like to donate your time as 
a volunteer or learn more about the pro
gram, please contact Assistant Principal 
Kelly Brassfield at 459-2730 or by e
mail at brassfield.kelly@unionps.org. 

Adult and Community 
Education 

Offering Classes 
Free classes are being offered by the 
Adult and Community Education 
Department of Union Public Schools. 
Adult Basic Education/General Educa
tional Development (GED) Preparation 
classes are available daytime and 
evening. 

English as a Second Language classes 
are also available daytime and evening. 
For information call 459-4668. 
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Eleven Union students have been named National Merit Semifinalists this year, based on 
formance on the PSAT/NMSQT--a test that measures verbal, math and writing skills. National 
Finalists are announced in February, based upon students who meet additional academic require
ments. Pictured are: Oeft to right) ]ames Buchanan, Stephen McCollam, Elaine Shan, David ]ones, 
Lexie Kinion, Kristin Nichols, Brian Higgins, Angela Harwood, Tim Crowe, Hannah Moreland 
Omar Mumallah. 

Student Assistance Program Hosts Numerous Events 

The Student Assistance Program 
(SAP) has a number of activities 
planned this year, beginning 
with Crash Court at Union 
Intermediate High 
School 011 October 
4. The programs 
coincide with 
Union's ongoing 
Character Counts! 
Program, 
announced coor
dinator Danny 
Williams. 

also helm the annual "I 
Care" project, which col
lects donations of pres
ents, money and food for 

the needy during the holiday 
season. This year's campaign 

runs from November 14 through 
December 17. 

Activities already planned for 2008 
include Character Counts! training for 
selected staff, a districtwide survey per
taining to safe and drug-free schools, 
and the annual 5th Grade Assembly set 
for April 2, 2008, at the UMAC. 

September-October 2007 

8th Grade Center Wins 
"Outstanding Renovation" 

Award 
The Union 8th Grade Center will be fea
tured in the 2007 Architectural Portfolio 
published by American School and 
University magazine as one of 234 
buildings profiled in the category 
"Outstanding Buildings: Renovation/ 
Modernization." 

Approximately two months after the 
issue is published in late November, the 
8th Grade renovation project will be fea
tured in the "Explore the Gallery" sec
tion of SchoolDesigns.com. "We are 
pleased with the recognition the 8th 
Grade Center has received. It is a testa
ment to the quality we put into all of our 
buildings and construction," said Jarod 
Mendenhall, assistant superintendent 
of support services. 

Glenn Howard, who teachers computer appli
cations and broadcasting at the 8th Grade 
Center, talks to students about the new dress 
code. Under the revised dress code, modesty is 
the prevailing theme - an effort to reduce dis
tractions while at school. To see the Board 
Education Policy on the dress code visit 
www.unionps.org. 

Crash Court is a 
program in which 
a real judge holds 
court at school 

Plan to See uFiddler" and Other Shows! 

and presides over cases involving defen
dants who were arrested while driving 
under the influence of alcohol and/or 
drugs. Students see the consequences 
first hand, as well as watch videos and 
listen to victims hurt by drunk drivers. 

The entire district will participate in the 
annual Red Ribbon Week, October 22-
26. Schools will decorate their sites with 
red ribbons and conduct activities to 
raise awareness about the perils of 
using illegal drugs. This activity will be 
followed the next month by the annual 
Drug-Free Youth Invasion at the 6th/7th 
Grade Center on November 9. Seventh 
grade students will be invited to join D
FY, voluntarily submitting to drug tests 
scheduled late in the month, as part of 
their agreement to stay drug-free and 
members of D-FY. 

Students involved in Union's SAP will 

The Union Fine Arts Department has 
announced this year's slate of shows for 
both Union High School and Union 
Intermediate High School. Both schools 
will collaborate on this year's musical, 
Fiddler on the Roof, which is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. February 7-9, 2008, at the 
Union Performing Arts Center. 

The following Union High School pro
ductions have also been scheduled: 
• Rosencrantz and Guildenstem are 

Dead - October 3-6 at 7 p.m. in the 
PAC, Presented by the Repertory 
Theater 

• The Dinner Theater featuring A Mid
Summer Nights Dream - February 
25-28 at 7 p.m. in the Studio 
Theater, Presented by the Advanced 
Theater Classes 

• Little Women - April 28-May 3 at 
7 p.m. in the Studio Theater, 
Presented by the Repertory Theater 

The following Union Intermediate High 
School productions have also been 
scheduled: 
• The Foreigner- October 25-27, 29, 

30, November 1 at 7 p.m. at Union 
Intermediate, Presented by Theatre 
of Professionals 

• Student-Directed One Acts - january 
17 at 7 p.m. at Union Intermediate 
Presented by Theatre of Professionals 

• The Miracle Worker- April 24-26, 
May 1-3 at 7 p.m. at Union Interme
diate, Presented by Theatre of 
Professionals 

• Monkey Magic - (Tour of Elementary 
Schools Only) November 13-15 
Time: 2 performances per day 
Presented by Advanced Drama 

• Mystery Dinner Theatre: The Night Is 
My Enemy- February 27-28, March 3-
6 at 7 p.m. at Union Intermediate, 
Presented by Advanced Drama 
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first grade teacher Sara Pace shows her students how to keep 
quiet when they are walking in the hallway. Pace is a new teacher at 
Union. 

Darnaby kindergarten teacher- Veretta Christiansen helps Allie 
with her name sticker during Meet the Teacher as her family 
and Gayle Taylor and brother Will look on. Will is a third 
Darnaby. All elementary s€hools in Union held Meet the reacher 
at the same time. 

Clark teacher Amy Smith gives fifth grader Fatima Flores and 
members of the Safety Patrol last-minute instructions before 
assisf tea€hers with the release of students after school. 

I 
September-October 2007 

took center sta! 
Spotlight Children 
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McAuliffe fourth grade teacher Anita Thornton talks to students about 
expectations and goals for the new year. Pictured here are D'Ajanae 
Claitt, Fauz Rashid, far back, and Daeonte Calvert. 

Moore fourth grade teacher Stefni Summers talks to students 
lun€h rules, staying healthy and the importance of not drinking out 
the same glass and spreading germs. 

These 
Extended 
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Jarman third graders Carson Lowe and jake Burnett get ready 
their rendition of "Who's on First" which was performed August 
during the annual back-to-school kick-off celebration. Director 
Powell is giving instructions on how to stress certain words for the 
right comic effect. 

1udents in 
Day Program at 
hardly spoon fed, 
are participating 
DP program dis
where they enjoy 
ducati al oppor-
md "ercises 
1es i ograms 
nd u, school. 
~re intern 
1kely and students 
Khokhar, right, 

' to back, Autumn 
Rylie Ferguson, 
Gill and Piper 
Union's EDP pro-

r also offer special 
~ during Fall 
:t. 17-18. For more 
ion, visit the 
and Learning sec
vw.unionps.org. 

Craft Show 
Booths 

Available 

-n High School PTSA will host 
and crafts fair November 3 
.o a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at the 
iate High School. Crafters can 
ly for booth space. E-mail 

Harkrider at dharkrider 
for more information. 

ons are also available at 
mps.org. 

Elen ry PTA will be host-
26 tl1 ..... mual arts and crafts 

mber 1 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Intermediate High School. 
n is free and door prizes will 
ed. 

Milk does a body good - or in this 
bodies, as Peters third graders Daniel 
Drake Lamb and ]agger Coltharp hold 
their milk in the lunch line next to teacher 
Glenda Puett. 

YeeHaw! Cedar Ridge second graders dressed up as cowboys and cow· 
girls on the first day of school. Pictured here are Tyler Wallace, 
Margaret Gnad and justin Abuel, students in Pegi Seizinger's class. 

Andel'sen art teacher Tyler Randall visits with fourth graders jordan 
Walker, Landon Smith and jess Roy about a small art assignment he 
has given them on the first day of school. 
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Gold Key Passes 

Union invites senior citizens to become 
Gold Key Club members and attend any 
of our school-sponsored activities as 
our guests. 

The Gold Key Pass gives Union support
ers who are at least 62 years of age and 
living on a retirement income free 
admittance to home athletic events as 
well as the many outstanding perform
ances and programs hosted by the 
Union Fine Arts Department. 

For more information about obtaining a 
Gold Key Pass, contact the Education 
Service Center at (918) 357-6001. 

Nurses, Lunch Duty 
Assistants & Bus 
Drivers Needed 

Sixteen of Union's 17 school 
sites have nurses on staff, 

but occasionally even 
a:. . nurses get sick. If you 

,. are a nurse and would 
__ like to become a sub

stitute, please con
tact our Human 

Resources Depart
ment at 357-6197. 

Must be LPN certified, RN preferred. 

Union is also looking for school bus 
drivers. Part-time positions are 
available and the 
salary is competi- ...:::.iiif!~~!ftP. 
tive. 

We also need 
cafeteria work
ers. Food han-
dler's card 
required. 
Steady work, 
good environ
ment. 

For these and any other positions, 
see our Job Postings at each school 
site or on our website 
www.unionps.org under Human 
Resources. 

You can also call our Job Line at 357-
6211 or our Receptionist at 357-
6190. 

Union Intermediate students Jose Arredondo, Kyle Shaw, Anna Montoto and Shannon Ward 
hear nothing but French in their new French 2 class, explained teacher Dana Brooks. If they do 
understand something their teacher will say in French, they must use context to learn what she is 
saying. 

Escape Program Looking for Volunteers 
Entering a new year, the ESCAPE pro
gram at the Union 6th/7th Grade Center 
is looking for volunteers who can serve 
as mentors for students after school. 

ESCAPE, which stands for Engaged 
Students Caught Actively Participating 
in Education, launched last january, and 
has attracted many sixth graders who 
get to participate in a number of activi
ties from cooking to photography dur
ing designated times each week. 

However, before the students partici
pate in the activities, they visit with an 
adult for about 20 minutes, sharing in 
conversations about the day and activi
ties they might like to do. Over time, it 
is hoped the mentor, who serves as the 
"family leader," and the students will 
develop a positive relationship that ben
efits the students in the long run. 

Rosa 
Cassie Moore 
stipend check 
roll clerk Cheryl 
as Lisa Neal, director 
Payroll, looks on. 

Moore went to 
Education Service 
with her children, 
and Dylan. Ethan 
in kindergarten this 
and Dylan will be a 
kindergarten student 
both at Darnaby. 

If you would like to donate your time as 
a volunteer or learn more about the pro
gram, please contact Assistant Principal 
Kelly Brassfield at 459-2730 or by e
mail at brassfield.kelly@unionps.org. 

Adult and Community 
Education 

Offering Classes 
Free classes are being offered by the 
Adult and Community Education 
Department of Union Public Schools. 
Adult Basic Education/General Educa
tional Development (GED) Preparation 
classes are available daytime and 
evening. 

English as a Second Language classes 
are also available daytime and evening. 
For information call 459-4668. 

Page 8 

Eleven Union students have been named National Merit Semifinalists this year, based on 
formance on the PSAT/NMSQT--a test that measures verbal, math and writing skills. National 
Finalists are announced in February, based upon students who meet additional academic require
ments. Pictured are: Oeft to right) ]ames Buchanan, Stephen McCollam, Elaine Shan, David ]ones, 
Lexie Kinion, Kristin Nichols, Brian Higgins, Angela Harwood, Tim Crowe, Hannah Moreland 
Omar Mumallah. 

Student Assistance Program Hosts Numerous Events 

The Student Assistance Program 
(SAP) has a number of activities 
planned this year, beginning 
with Crash Court at Union 
Intermediate High 
School 011 October 
4. The programs 
coincide with 
Union's ongoing 
Character Counts! 
Program, 
announced coor
dinator Danny 
Williams. 

also helm the annual "I 
Care" project, which col
lects donations of pres
ents, money and food for 

the needy during the holiday 
season. This year's campaign 

runs from November 14 through 
December 17. 

Activities already planned for 2008 
include Character Counts! training for 
selected staff, a districtwide survey per
taining to safe and drug-free schools, 
and the annual 5th Grade Assembly set 
for April 2, 2008, at the UMAC. 

September-October 2007 

8th Grade Center Wins 
"Outstanding Renovation" 

Award 
The Union 8th Grade Center will be fea
tured in the 2007 Architectural Portfolio 
published by American School and 
University magazine as one of 234 
buildings profiled in the category 
"Outstanding Buildings: Renovation/ 
Modernization." 

Approximately two months after the 
issue is published in late November, the 
8th Grade renovation project will be fea
tured in the "Explore the Gallery" sec
tion of SchoolDesigns.com. "We are 
pleased with the recognition the 8th 
Grade Center has received. It is a testa
ment to the quality we put into all of our 
buildings and construction," said Jarod 
Mendenhall, assistant superintendent 
of support services. 

Glenn Howard, who teachers computer appli
cations and broadcasting at the 8th Grade 
Center, talks to students about the new dress 
code. Under the revised dress code, modesty is 
the prevailing theme - an effort to reduce dis
tractions while at school. To see the Board 
Education Policy on the dress code visit 
www.unionps.org. 

Crash Court is a 
program in which 
a real judge holds 
court at school 

Plan to See uFiddler" and Other Shows! 

and presides over cases involving defen
dants who were arrested while driving 
under the influence of alcohol and/or 
drugs. Students see the consequences 
first hand, as well as watch videos and 
listen to victims hurt by drunk drivers. 

The entire district will participate in the 
annual Red Ribbon Week, October 22-
26. Schools will decorate their sites with 
red ribbons and conduct activities to 
raise awareness about the perils of 
using illegal drugs. This activity will be 
followed the next month by the annual 
Drug-Free Youth Invasion at the 6th/7th 
Grade Center on November 9. Seventh 
grade students will be invited to join D
FY, voluntarily submitting to drug tests 
scheduled late in the month, as part of 
their agreement to stay drug-free and 
members of D-FY. 

Students involved in Union's SAP will 

The Union Fine Arts Department has 
announced this year's slate of shows for 
both Union High School and Union 
Intermediate High School. Both schools 
will collaborate on this year's musical, 
Fiddler on the Roof, which is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. February 7-9, 2008, at the 
Union Performing Arts Center. 

The following Union High School pro
ductions have also been scheduled: 
• Rosencrantz and Guildenstem are 

Dead - October 3-6 at 7 p.m. in the 
PAC, Presented by the Repertory 
Theater 

• The Dinner Theater featuring A Mid
Summer Nights Dream - February 
25-28 at 7 p.m. in the Studio 
Theater, Presented by the Advanced 
Theater Classes 

• Little Women - April 28-May 3 at 
7 p.m. in the Studio Theater, 
Presented by the Repertory Theater 

The following Union Intermediate High 
School productions have also been 
scheduled: 
• The Foreigner- October 25-27, 29, 

30, November 1 at 7 p.m. at Union 
Intermediate, Presented by Theatre 
of Professionals 

• Student-Directed One Acts - january 
17 at 7 p.m. at Union Intermediate 
Presented by Theatre of Professionals 

• The Miracle Worker- April 24-26, 
May 1-3 at 7 p.m. at Union Interme
diate, Presented by Theatre of 
Professionals 

• Monkey Magic - (Tour of Elementary 
Schools Only) November 13-15 
Time: 2 performances per day 
Presented by Advanced Drama 

• Mystery Dinner Theatre: The Night Is 
My Enemy- February 27-28, March 3-
6 at 7 p.m. at Union Intermediate, 
Presented by Advanced Drama 
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Evening Academy Makes a Big Difference for Many Union Students 

Students who may have failed to earn 
one or more required class credits -
keeping them from earning a high 
school diploma - are getting help 
through the Evening Academy. 

"Each year I get kids who come to this 
program, some mme motivated than 
others. What is great is seeing them 
grow and realize that with effort and 
application, they can actually succeed," 
explained Chuck Hanna, director of the 
Evening Academy and Summer 
Academy programs. 

Seniors Katie Sherrell and Brittany Orr man
age to keep their "pearly whites" clean after 
repeated slides down a hill into mud during 
the annual Union High School Welcome Back 
BASH. One of the most popular activities 
involves students careening down a blue slip
pery slide into a watery, muddy mess. 

Classes for the Evening Academy start
ed September 10 and run through 
December. The spring semester begins 
February 4, 2008. The Evening Academy 
offers classes on English, algebra, gov
ernment and science. 

The attention Hanna and his staff pro
vide is personal. Hanna recalled one stu
dent who was 3 1/2 credits shy of a 
diploma. "One day he called me at 
about 4:30 p.m. and told me he would 
be in class that night but was running 
late as his car was undrivable and he 

Sooner Schooner 
Visits the UMAC 

was walking," Hanna said. "I ended up 
going after him and bringing him tc 
school. From that time on, he would 
sometimes need rides to or from, and I 
was always glad to help." 

Motivated by the classes, the student 
finished his courses and took advantage 
of a new scholarship offering free 
tuition to Tulsa Community College. 
The student was accepted and, Hanna 
reported, was looking forward to 
attending college. 

Zayad Al-Otaibi braces for a shot in 
the arm administered by medical 
assistant Tiffany Winfrey in the 
University of Oklahoma's Sooner 
Schooner, a mobile immunization 
unit, parked outside the Union 
Multipurpose Activity Center, 6836 S. 
Mingo. Zayad was accompanied by his 
father, Bader Al-Otaibi, who was 
enrolling his son before making a trip 
to Andersen Elementary later that 
day. 

Zayad Al-Otaibi receives a shot in the Oklahoma 
Sooner Schooner, a mobile immunization unit spon
sored by the University of Oklahoma. 

The Sooner Schooner made its debut at Union as part of the school-based Bedlam 
Clinic. The new facility, which can run on its own generator, has a waiting area, two 
examination rooms, a place for immunizations, a restroom area and a room to pre
pare shots. 'This is the first time this unit has been out in public," Navin said. She and 
Winfrey estimated they had innoculated well over 50 students during the three-day 
stay at the UMAC. Assisting the medical assistants was translator Lily Ferrerosa. The 
service was free. 

Summer is Filled with Renovations and New Construction 

Construction of a new elementary 
school near 91st and U.S. 169 is under 
way with the intention of opening in 
time for next year. However, it is hardly 
the only construction taking place in the 
growing Union District. 

Union and the Community Action 
Project just broke ground on August 
22 for a new Early Head Start Center on 
the east side of Rosa Parks Elementary. 

In addition, crews continued work at 
the Union Alternative School, finishing 
the cafeteria and what will be a new 
home economics room, as well as a 
greenhouse top for one of tb.e science 
rooms. During the time the cafeteria 
was under construction, food was pre
pared and delivered from the 6th/7th 
Grade Center. 

Preparations are under way to begin 
work on the new Central Park at Union 

south of the 6th/7th Grade Center. 
Most of these preparations deal with 
rights-of-way and bidding. 

On the Elementary No. 13 site, rough 

grading has been completed and 
although there have been some rain 
delays, the school's completion date of 
july 2008 remains promising. 

Union School Board member Jeff Bennett and 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden visit with Alternative 
Principal Richard Storm, center, about the construction 
and remodeling at the new school. 

Union has also been busy this summer 
working on other projects, including 
the addition of eight classrooms at 
Union Intermediate High School and 
upgrading the school's security cam
era system. 

Grove underwent re-roofing, while 
carpet and tile were replaced at 
McAuliffe, Andersen and Jarman. The 
interior of the 6th/7th Grade Center 
received extensive remodeling, and 
lighting at the television studio at 
Union High School was upgraded 
Other projects included concessior. 
improvements at Union Tuttle 
Stadium and a new dumbwaiter and 
night depository at the Education 
Service Center. 
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Spirit Teams Win Awards Over the Summer 

The Union Varsity Porn placed first at 
the Universal Dance Association (UDA) 
camp over the summer at the University 
of Tulsa. The win and other ribbons 
helped the team earn a bid to compete 
at the UDA Nationals in Orlando, 
Florida, in February. 

Alisha Stacy, Hailey Stanfield, Tristin 
Stauder, Kelsey Stretch, Ceurtney 
Wooten and Miranda Wright. The team 
is coached by Amy Calmus and Emily 
Jones. 

Union cheerleaders collected a number 
of accolades over 
the summer. The 
Union Varsity 
Cheerleaders won 
Top Team over 
the summer at the 
NCA Cheer Camp 
at Oklahoma State 
University. 

The cheerleaders 
also won 
Champion Chant, 
19 All-American 
honors and 31 All
American 
Nominees. The 

The Union Varsity Cheerleaders won Top Team over the summer at the NCA teams also won 
Cheer Camp at Oklahoma State University. Stunt Smart 

Captains 
Alyssa Curley 
and Megan 
Snowbarger 
were named 
UDA All-Stars. lifr-1--.111-

The squad also 
received addi- llti!~EI! 

Award, Technical 

tional honors 
during the drill 
down competi
tion with two 
Union squad 
members, 
M e g a n 
Snowbarger 
and Megan 
Atchley, tying 
for first place 
after a lengthy 
competition. 

Members of the_ Varsity Cheer squad are: Krista Anderson, Taylor Barber, Olivia 
Barton, Brooklrn Beasley, Andrea Bedingfield, Kiana Billups, Brandi Cheek, 
Stacey Durant, Clarissa Ebigwu, Kalyn Forsythe, Nikki Gardner, Kellie Griffin, 
A!"'Y Guey, Rachel Hunter, Jordan Harris, Logan Lamb, Miranda Leard, Kelsy 
Litchenburg, Meg Marder, Morgan Minihan, Cortney Mudd, Brittany Orr, 
Mer_cedes Owens, Taylor Paik, Alyssa Papen, Dea Pennington, Nicole Saffle, 
Katie Sherrell, Becca Slaughter, Shayna Stillwell, Amber Whitlock, Whitney 
Woods and Rhema Wright. 

Amy Calmus, 
Union Varsity coach, was given the 
Coaches Leadership Award voted by all 
attending coaches. 

The 2007/ 2008 Varsity squad is listed 
below in alphabetical order: Megan 
Atchley, Grace Berns, Megan Born, 
Carolyn Colvin, Jessica Counts, Alyssa 
Curley, Kelsey Davis, Katie Forbes, 
Paige Giles, Hayley Hudspeth, 
Brooklynn Jenkins, Meredith Lee, 
Jessica Martinez, Kristen Mumma, 
Brittney Ojeda, Lindsey Reents, 
Melissa Roberts, Hannah Rogers, 
Jordan Sloan, Megan Snowbarger, 

Expertise Award in Tumbling and three 
Spirit Sticks. Five seniors were nominat
ed as NCA staff instructors for next 
year. Team member Alyssa Papen won 
Top All-American. 

JV Cheer won the Champion Chant tro
phy with Top Team honors, the Stunt 
Smart Award, the Technical Excellence 
Award in Motion Technique and the 
TEAM award. JV Porn won second place, 
the Leadership Award and the Super 
TFophy. Ninth Grade Porn won first 
place. Eighth Grade Porn won first place, 
the Rock Star Award four Spirit Sticks. 

Credit Recovery 
Helps Students 

Advance 
The new Credit Recovery Program is 
providing students who had an insuffi
ccient number of credits the opportunity 
to attend High School. In the past, stu
dents needed a tninimum of eight cred
its to move from Union Intermediate to 
the High School. 

Each student in Credit Recovery is 
scheduled in four core classes (Math, 
English, Science or Social Studies), each 
90 minutes long. This schedule will 
a1low the student to earn 0.5 Hedit for 
each class for each nine-week period, 
thus allowing the student to earn a total 
of eight credits during the school year. 

"In the past, we have retained these stu
dents and required them to attend the 
Intermediate High School for a third 
year," explained Charlie Bushyhead, 
director of secondary curriculum. "We 
found that a high percentage of them 
would not return. When the eligible stu
dents were approached about the 
opportunity they seemed to be very 
excited and appreciative of the opportu
nity to catch up." 

"This program is a great opportunity for 
students who have fallen behind in 
credits. Our credit recovery teachers 
provide more focused teaching in a 
mentoring, personal atmosphere," High 
School Principal Dave Stauffer said. 

"The program and its teachers embrace 
the philosophy that we must accelerate 
the learning process in order for stu
dents to achieve academic success," said 
Lisa Witcher, director of professional 
development. "Students will have to 
work hard in order to graduate. While 
we are very proud of the program and 
the teachers wor:king with these stu
dents to get back on track, the most 
important element belonging to Credit 
Recovery is the student's choice. A stu
dent must attend school, work to learn, 
and want to graduate for Credit 
Recovery to be a beneftt to him or her." 

"The impetus to start this program was 
to try and 'catch' the students who drop 
out when it looks like there 1s no other 
option," said Eighth Grade Principal 
Marla Robinson, who helped develop 
the program when she was an assistant 
principal at the High School last year. "It 
is our hope that tfus program will allow 
students the chance to see the 'end of 
the road' and realize they can earn their 
diploma with hard work and support 
from outstanding teachers." 
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Students and Staff Kickoff 2007 With the Right Stuff 

Educators and staff 
members came togeth
er at the beginning of 
the school year to 
"Celebrate What's Right 
With the World" during 
the annual back-to
school kick-off which is 
designed to invigorate 
employees for the new 
year. 

The event is often a 
fun, splashy event fea
turing the singing, act
ing and other talents of 
Uflh2n students, and 
thisl'ear was no excep
tion. It featured rousing 

Union students sing and dance "To Life" from the musical "Fiddler on 
the Roof' during the finale of the annual back-to·school kick-off, 
directed by Troy Powell. Union students will perform the entire musi
cal February 25-28. 

opening and closing acts directed by 
drama instructor Troy Powell. 

Highlights included a performance from 
the state's number one dance team- the 
Union Highsteppers, featured actors 
and singers from Union's Fine Arts 
department and a closing set piece from 
this winter's upcoming musical Fiddler 
on the Roof 

Debbie Snider was also recognized as 
Union's Teacher of the Year, while Rose 
Morris was recognized as Support 
Services Employee of the Year. 

One of the big expectations is the 
growth in early childhood initiatives, 
she said. Union already emphasizes ail
day kindergarten and with the construc
tion of Elementary No. 13, already under 
way, Union will soon offer all-day 4-
year-old programs. Union and the 
Community Action Project have begun 
construction on a new Early Childhood 
Center, she said. 

Other partnerships are evidence of 
Union's growing involvement in the 
community, she said. These include 
• The George Kaiser Family Founda

tion award of a $150,000 grant for 
a new middle school initiative; 

• CAP's investment of $1 million in 
Early Head Start; 

• Quik Trip Corporation's $65,000 
award for community scho0ls 
efforts; 

• State Farm Insurance wmk with stu
dents on a learning service project; 

• MidFirst Bank's efforts to develop 
Family Literacy curriculum; 

• The opening of a third Bedlam Clinic 
at the 6th/7th Grade Center with the 
University of Oklahoma; 

• Math and science teacher training 
with the University of Tulsa; 

• Community Service Council's work 
with Union to form community 
schools; 

• Participating with Mayor Kathy 
Taylor on the Mayor's Mentoring 
Initiative; 

• Music singer Roy Clark's fund-raising 
efforts to boost music education; 

• And other projects with businesses 
including Horne Depot, Junior 
Achievement, YMCA, Boy Scouts, 
Camp Fire, Boys Club, the Tulsa 
City /County Health Department and 
more. 

Board President Ed Payton also com
mended staff, remarking on the impor
tance of perception and choosing to 
focus on what is positive while acknowl
edging those things that need improve
ment. 

Full texts of both speeches may be 
viewed in the DistFi.ct News section of 
www.unionps.org. 

During the kick-off, Superintendent Dr. 
Cathy Burden addressed the employ
ees, reporting on the state of affairs at 
Union, thanking staff for their hard 
work and commitment to students and 
parents. 

Pickles, Milk and News May Save the World 

Burden declared, "People who work in 
schools - whether in the classroom, in 
the warehouse or answering the phone -
work here because they want to be asso
ciated with something positive - some
thing that impacts society through the 
next generation." 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and january by Union Public Schools, 8506 E. 
61st Street, Tulsa, OK 74133-1926. It is issued 
to patrons of the Union Public School District 
free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
Bethel! is Communications Executive Director/ 
Editor. The Communicator staff includes 
Andy Erwin, janie Froman, Beverly Thummel 
and Mike Vore. Periodicals postage paid at 
Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Communicator, 8506 E. 61st 
Street, Tulsa, OK 74133-1926, or call 357-
6015 . 

What do pickles, milk 
and the news have in 
common? 

Ask retired Boevers 
teacher judy Ide, 
author of the upcom
ing picture book, Pickle 
jars, Milk jugs and the 
Daily News. Out this 
fall, Ide said, "1!he book 
will be published under 
my pen name of Judy 
Ervin." 

and cutting out many small 
pieces of commercially 
designed art papers, Ide 
explained. 

"For many years," Ide said, 
"I wanted to write and illus
trate children's books and 
tucked ideas away in my 
mind for that time I would 
actually sit down and start 
produeing them. 

"Having read many books 
to my sons when they were 
growing up and to my stu
dents, I learned from them 
what stories and pictures 
captured their interest. 

The book is about a 
young girl, Anna 
Louise, who has an 
assignment from her 
teacher to recycle three 
things to help save the 
planet. 

Cover illustration (ol' "Pickle jars, Being included in helping 
Milk jugs and the Daily News." solve the larger issues of 

The book will be illustrated with col
lages, created by drawing, transferring 

life is something with which these chil
dren resonated." Judy hopes they all 
enjoy her new book. 
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Request for Non-Release Opt-Out Notice for Internet 
Student Use of Personally Identifiable Information 

It has been the practice of the district to 
use student names in yearb0oks, stu
dent honor rolls and athletic programs, 
as well as in electronic and print publi
cations. It has also been the practice of 

Parents' Right To Know 
In accordance with the No Child Left 
Behind Act, parents have the right to 
know the professional qualifications of 
their children's classroom teachers. 
Federal law allows parents to ask for 
certain information about those teach
ers and requires schools to provide the 
information in a timely manner if 
requested. 

Specifically, parents have the right to 
ask for the following information about 
their children's teachers: 

Whether the teacher has met state 
qualification and licensing criteria for 
the grade levels and subject areas in 
which the teacher provides instruc
tion; 
Whether the teacher is teaching lillder 
emergency or other provisional status 
through which state qualification or 
licensing criteria have been waived; 
About baccalaureate degree major of 
the teacher and any other graduate 
certification or degree held by the 
teacher, and the field of discipline of 
the certification or degree; 
Whether the child is provided services 
by paraprofessionals and, if so, their 
qualifieations. 

Parents wishing to request any of this 
information should contact the Human 
Resources department at 357-6190. 

Notification of 
Management Plans 

All buildings in the Union School 
District have been inspected for 
asbestos in accordance with the EPA 
law, "The Asbestos Hazard Emergency 
Response Act" (AHERA). Results are in 
the district 's management plans and 
are available at the Education Service 
Center. For an appointment to view 
them, contact Hassan Yekzaman at 
357-6180. 

the district to cooperate with law 
enforcement agencies and the 
Department of Human Services; to pro
vide student names and addresses to 
institutions of post-secondary educa
tion who desire to notify students of 
educational and scholarship opportuni
ties; and to the armed forces for recruit
ment purposes. 

Expansion of the district's web page 
allows us to post publications such as 
The Communicator and others on the 
Internet. Just as they are included in 
printed publications, photos and names 
of students will appear in these articles 
on the Internet as well. 

The district will continue to disclose 
student information for the purposes 
outlined above and other similar educa
tional purposes unless parents object in 
writing. A form for this purpose, the 
Request for Non-Release of Personally 
Identifiable Information form, may be 
obtained from the Executive Director of 
Communications, 357-6015. 

The Inter- ~~h 
net has~ increasingly 
become an 
important 
tool used by \,_ ----
students and ---~~-
educators. It ~, -~-·-~ can provide ._ "i 
current, inform- r===:::::._ 
ative and hard-to
find information quickly. However, the 
Internet also contains information that 
may be inappropriate for students . 
Union Public Schools has, for many 
years, had an Internet filter in place that 
blocks most sexually inappropriate web 
sites. But it isn't perfect; no filter is . 
Therefore, it is a parent's or guardian's 
right for their child to not use the 
Internet at school. 

If you do not want your child to use the 
Internet while at school, please request 
a form from your school principal which 
can be completed and returned to your 
child's school office. 

Student Achievement Offers 
ACT/SAT Test Preparatory Classes 

Super Saturdays: A one-day, intensive review designed for students who have never 
taken the test. Our goal is to reduce test anxiety by familiarizing students with the 
content and format of the test. Four Super Saturdays are offered during the school 
year, three for the ACT and one for the SAT. 

Class Dates 
October 6, 2007 (ACT) 
November 17, 2007 (ACT) 
January 26, 2008 (ACT) 
February 16, 2008 (SAT) 

Registration Deadlines 
September 28, 2007 
November 9, 2007 
January 18, 2008 
February 8, 2008 

Registration Fee 
$15 
$15 
$15 
$30 

ACT/SAT Super Saturday classes will be held at Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo 
Road, Rooms 1201 & 1202 from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00p.m. (Lunch is on your own from 
12:00-1:00 p.m.) 

8-Night Courses: This course may be taken as an in-depth preparation tool for stu
dents who have never taken the ACT or to get personalized assistance in math, lan
guage arts, and science for students who have taken the ACT and received low scores 
in certain areas. Two ACT 8-Night Courses are offered during the school year, one in 
the fall and one in th.e spring. 

Class Dates Registration Deadlines 
2007 Fall Course October 26, 2007 
November 5, 7, 12, 14, 26, 28, December 3 & 5 
2008 Spring Course February 29, 2008 
March 10, 12, 24, 26, 31, April 2, 7 & 9 

Registration Fee 
$75 

$75 

ACT 8-Night Classes are held at Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo Road, Rooms 1162 
& 1163 on Monday and Wednesday nights from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Need-based scholarships aFe available to Union PUblic School students for both the 
Super Saturday and 8-Night Classes. Register early as seating is limited. To register 
contact Lynette Foreman at 357-6033. Make checks payable to Union Public Schools 
and mail to Lynette Foreman, Union ESC, 8506 E. 61st Street, Tulsa, OK 74133. 
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Union 
Schools 
Education 
Foundation 

The 2007 Union Schools Education 
Foundation Auction and Dinner is slated 
for Saturday, November 3, at the Tulsa 
Radisson Hotel. This year's theme is "All 
Stars!" 

The auction is the Foundation's largest 
fillld raiser and benefits teachers, pro
grams and sites in the form of grants. 
This effort provides our students 
opportunities where there is otherwise 
no funding available. 

The Union "All Stars" Auction will fea
ture hundreds of donated items. The 
Foundation hopes to increase the net 
income from the auction each year so 
that it can increase grant awards. 

"We are counting on everyone to partic
ipate in this important and exciting 
event," said auction chairman Terry 
Almon. "This year, we will have our 
silent auctions, a premier silent auction 
and the live auction. 

Educators are helping with the effort by 
creating baskets, making announce
ments or making something special that 
can be auctioned off for teacher grants. 
The Foundation is also contacting com
munity members, corporations and 
businesses about donations of large 
items such as jewelry, furniture, car 
leases and more. 

For more information, contact Almon at 
terryalmon@valornet.com or by phone 
at (918) 249-1092. Follow the progress 
on the web at www.unionps.org. 

On the Cover 

Twins Amber and Holli jennings, daugh
ters of Shawna Jennings, and Kade 
Huerta, son of Shanna Huerta, "break 
ground" in a tiny sandbox during official 
ceremonies at the new Rosa Parks Early 
Head Start Center which is under con
struction east of the elementary school. 
The project is a joint venture between 
Union and Community Action Project. 

Check Out Our New, Improved Website! 
Ulllion Public Schools re-launched its 
website - www.unionps.org - with a 
brand new appearance and features in 
August that make the site more user
friendly and easier to update and man
age. 

"The website is the culmination of more 
than a year of work and planning, and 
we are pleased with the results," web
master Michael Vore said. "However, we 
are not done. We hope to add additional 
features in the near future including the 
ability for teachers to manage their very 
own home pages and communicate 
directly with parents. It is very exciting." 

In planning the site, the Communica
tions and Information Technology 
departments sought the input of teach
ers, students, parents, administrators, 
Board members and the general public. 
The Board of Education also approved 
an agreement with Triad Interactive, 
Marketing & Software of Tulsa to evalu
ate the old site and make recommenda
tions. In February, the Board approved a 
contract with Triad to re-design. 

"We've been honored to work with 
Union Public Schools to develop a new 
website for the district. Whether we're 
working with a small start-up business, 
superstar Garth Brooks, or a large 
school district, our objective is always 
to help our clients achieve their goals," 

Long-Time Employees 
Recognized at Kickoff 

Each year, during the annual back-to
school kick-off, the district pays tribute 
to employees who have served 20, 25, 
30 and 35 years. This year, six employ
ees were recognized for working more 
than 30 years. 

Our apologies to Pat McDonald, 
McAuliffe teacher, who was listed as 

Pat McDonald 

receiving her 15-
year pin instead of 
the 25-year pin. 
Also accidentally 
omitted from the 
program were 5-
year pin recipients 
Dee Ann Planer, 
Darnaby Aide, and 
Chuck Perry, 
Assistant Principal 

at the High School. 

Congratulations and thank you to all of 
Ul1lion's long-time employees! 

said Brent Lollis, president of the co1 
pany. "It was important to Union t 
improve the design, functionality ana 
management of their website. The new 
website has a more modern look, the 
content is more organized and can be 
managed easily. We look forward to a 
continued partnership with Union." 

Additional changes on the horizon 
include the phasing-out of Union's 
Employee Network through the creation 
of a password-protected employee area 
on the new website, allowing employees 
to access forms such as leave requests 
from home, as well as re-designed web
sites for the Professional Development 
Center and the Union Multipurpose 
Activity Center. 

"We listened to what people told us they 
wanted in a website," explained 
Gretchen Haas-Bethell, Executive 
Director of Communications, "and I 
hope they'll find we heard them. It is 
now easy to click to specific informa
tion, and it is fun exploring what else 
might be there. While "unionps.org" is 
packed with useful information---calen
dars, lunch menus, breaking news, co 
tact information, etc.--- almost ever 
page contains photos of scenes from 
around the district that make you want 
to smile. I invite everyone to visit 
often." 

Senior ]ames ]. Buchanan scored a 36 on his 
ACT. That is the highest possible composite 
score, something only four other Oklahoma 
students out of 8,000 who took the ACT in 
June were able to accomplish. 

In addition, only 177 nationwide out 
395,000 tested this high. Principal 
Stauffer said, "James took five Advanrcecl.111"' 
Placement classes last year, and his curren 
schedule includes four AP classes and two con 
current classes. His mother said he is concur· 
rently enrolled at the University of Tulsa this 
semester and desires to attend 
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology) 
fall." 
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Parent Notification of Child Identification, Location, Screening and Evaluation 

The Union Public School District makes 
every effort to contact and evaluate, and 
to educate, in the least restrictive envi
ronment, all special needs children, ages 
three through 21, under the provisions 
of the Individuals With Disabilities 
Education Act. The district ensures 
that parents or guardians may 
review any of their child's educa
tional records; such records are 
kept in limited access, confidential 
files at the school. Preschool chil
dren, ages three through five, 
and students enrolled in 
kindergarten through twelfth 
grades, who are suspected of 
having disabilities which 
may require special 
education and related 
services, may be 
referred for screening 
and evaluation through the 
intervention process at each 
site. Union works with the Sooner Start 
Early Intervention Program in referrals 
for identification, evaluation, and serv
ices for eligible infants and toddlers, 
from birth through two years of age. 

"Evaluation" means procedures used in 
accordance with federal laws and regu
lations to determine whether a child has 
a disability, as well as the nature and 
extent of special education and related 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Union Public Schools makes every 
effort to contact, evaluate and edu
cate, in the least restrictive environ
ment, each child with a disability 
under the provisions of Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act 2004 
and State Department of Education 
guidelines. Parents/ guardians may 
call 357-6125 for information. 

Union Public Schools ensures that 
parents/ guardians may inspect and 
review any educational records of 
their child maintained at the school. 
Such records are kept in limited 
access confidential files. Confiden
tiality procedures, including a list of 
persons with file access, are posted in 
each school building. 

The Union Public School District Plan 
for Special Education has been filed 
with the State Department of 
Education, and copies are available 
for public inspection in the Education 
Service Center. Inquiries concerning 
special education programs may be 
directed to Dr. Bonnie Johnson, 357-
6125. 

services required. Procedures are used 
selectively with an individual child and 
do not include basic tests administered 
or procedures used with all children in a 
school. Written consent of the parent or 
guardian for such evaluation must be on 
file with the district prior to the initial 

evaluation for special education and 
related services. The multi
disciplinary evaluation shall 
include a review of the fol

lowing information: education
al history, academic per

formance, observation, 
social and cultural fac

tors, health and devel
opmental history, 
and vision and hear
ing screening. In 
addition, standard

ized testing may be 
administered by a quali

fied examiner in all or part of 
the following areas: fine and gross 
motor, communication (speech and lan
guage), acadeinic achievement, cogni
tive/ intelligence, auditory and visual 
processing and memory, social/emo
tional development, vocational aptitude, 
and adaptive behavior. 

Union provides educational programs 
based upon the student's needs as 
defined by the Individual Education Plan 
(IEP). If you have a special needs child · 
and are new to our school district, 
please bring your child's current IEP and 
most recent evaluation report to the 
Special Services Office, or contact us at 
(918) 357-6125 to discuss your child's 
educational programming needs. Our 
office is located at the Union Education 
Service Center, 8506 E. 61st Street, 
Tulsa, OK 74133-1926. 

In accordance with FERPA, Union Public 
Schools ensures that the parent or eligi
ble student has a right to: 

'' inspect and review the students edu
cation records within 45 days of 
receipt of request for access; 

'' request the amendment of the stu
dents education records to ensure 
that they are not inaccurate, mislead
ing or otherwise in violation of the 
student's privacy or other rights; 

* consent to disclosure of personally 
identifiable information contained in 
the student's education records, 
except to the extent that the act and 
regulations in this part authorize dis
closure without consent; 

'' file with the United States Depart
ment of Education a complaint under 

99.64 concerning alleged failures by 
Union Public Schools to comply with 
the requirements of the act and this 
part. 

Union Public Schools shall ensure all 
parents who have a primary language 
other than English that they shall be 
afforded written notices and oral com
munication translated so the parents 
understand the communication. This 
may be provided by an interpreter or 
other means necessary. 

Union to Sponsor 
Autism Workshops 

Union will sponsor four workshops over 
the next few months for educators and 
parents working with autistic children. 
The workshops will be held at the 
Education Service Center, 8506 E. 61st, 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

The workshops offered include: 
* October 22 : Classroom Management 

and Visual Scheduling 
* November 12: Curriculum Modifica

tions and Behavior Plans 
'' December 10: Communication and 

Sensory Integration 
1
' January 14: What to Expect with 

Asperger's Syndrome 

For more information, contact Dr. 
Bonnie Johnson, director of Special 
Services, at 357-6125. View Dr. 
Johnson's article on autism at 
www.unionps.org under "District News." 

Secondary Progress 
Reports To Be Sent Home 

In an effort to communicate more effec
tively with parents about their second
ary students' acadeinic status, progress 
reports will be sent home frequently. 
All students, whether or not they are 
failing a class, will be given an academic 
progress report in each class every four 
weeks during the semester. Please note 
that grades are calculated cumulatively 
throughout the semester. 

For the first semester, progress reports 
will be sent September 21, October 26 
and November 30. Report cards will be 
distributed January 11, 2008. 

For the second semester, progress 
reports will be sent February 15, March 
28 and May 2. Second semester report 
cards will be mailed at the end of May 
2008. 
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Renegade Regiment & Football Players Prepare for a New Season 

Early morning practices have become 
second nature for members of the 
Renegade Regiment as they prepare for 
a competitive season. 

format, featuring a national finals cal
iber adjudication team from the rosters 
of Bands of America (BOA), Drum Corps 
International (DCI) and Winter Guard 

International (WGI). 

Union Public Schools is 

Alan Mueggenborg, former Union staff 
member from 1983 to 1996, has 
returned and was put in charge of the 
adjudication team for this year's event. 
For more information about the band, 
visit www.renegaderegiment.com. The first big 

hosting event the 
Regiment and 
the Union Band 
Parents Club, Inc. 
planned this year 
was the 25th 
Anniversary 
RENEGADE 
REVIEW march
ing band champi
onship on Satur
day, October 6, 
2007. 

known for its 
state of the art 
facilities and 
the Union 
Band Parents 
have a long 
history of 
managing top
notch march
ing band, win
ter guard and 

Brad Thompson (front) and the Renegade 
Regiment practice complex footwork during drum corps 
the early morning as they prepare for a com- e v e n t s . 

The event, at petitive season. N u m e r o u s 
Union's Tuttle Stadium, is one of the drum corps directors have 
nation's oldest, well-respected marching stated that Union stadium is 
band invitationals, and features some of one of the best venues in the 
the regions top bands from Missouri, country because of its 
Arkansas, Kansas, Texas and Oklahoma. acoustics, and also because 

the audience is right on top 
The event uses the Bands of America of the performers. 

Head football coach Kirk Fridrich congratulates the Redskins 
for their perseverance and win over the Jenks Trojans in the 
annual Backyard Bowl at TV's Skelly Field. Union beat Jenks in 
a thrilling overtime show, 43-42, to be featured on the NFL 
Network in a documentary October 28. The team's pre-season 
31-0 routing of Ohio powerhouse Canton McKinley starred the 
Redskins off in the national spotlight. 

Wellness Center Offers Fitness Programs to Students & Residents of the District 
Members of the Union community -
including the general public - are get
ting fit thanks to the SouthCrest 
Wellness and Sports Medicine Center, 
6836 s_ Mingo Road. Located within 
the Union Multipurpose Activity 
Center, the center not only helps ath
letes improve their game, but it pro
vides a great facility for Union empoy
ees and the general public as well. 

Residents living within the Union 
District may join the fitness center for 
$25 per month; family rates are $50 
per month- Faculty and staff members 
receive reduced rates of $20 per 
month (individual) and $40 (family) 
while Union students aged 14-18 may 
use the center for $16 a month- free if 
they are working out with their team 
and coach. 

Union Public Schools 
8506 E. 6Isc Street, Thlsa, OK 74133-1926 

www.unionps.org 

junior Susan Storm, a member of the Union golf team, 
demonstrates a squat lift, as other members of the golf 
team look on. Union athletes use the weight room at the 
SouthCrest Wellness and Sports Medicine Center for 
strength training from 2 p.m. to 5 p_m, weekdays. The 
facility is also open to the public_ 

A one-time enrollment fee of $40 is 
· required for all membership tiers. 
There will be a $10 enrollment fee per 
person for family memberships in 
addition to the $40 fee. A 10-percent 
discount will be offered if a one-year 
membership is paid upon enrollment. 

In addition to a full-service weight 
room, the center offers treadmills, sta
tionary bikes and other amenities. 
Classes include Zumba, yoga, aero
bics, a walking club and judo. The cen
ter also features a rock climbing wall 
and rock climbing certification classes. 

The center not only provides a full
service fitness facility, but also on-site 
outpatient physical therapy and ath
letic training. For more information, 
visit www.southcresthospital.com. 


